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MINUTES

of the meeting of 23 March 2023, 15.00-17.00

Brussels

The meeting opened on Monday 23 March 2023 at 15.08, with Jordi Canas (Chair) presiding.

1. Adoption of agenda PE 596.575v02-00
The draft agenda was adopted.
2. Approval of the minutes of the meeting of:

e 13 October 2022 PE 596.574v01-00
The minutes were approved.
3. Chair’s announcements

The Chair thanked the Ambassador of Argentina to the European Union, Pablo Ariel Grinspun,
for his excellent work during his mission in Brussels and wished him every success in his new
role.

The Chair pointed out that a number of documents for Members’ information had been included
in the meeting papers.

4. Venezuela: the political situation following the end of Juan Guaido’s interim
government, and the human rights situation in the country

Exchange of views with:
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e Marta Valifias, Chair of the Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on
Venezuela, United Nations Human Rights Council

e Veronique Lorenzo, Head of Division, South America, European External
Action Service

The experts of the UN Human Rights Council’s Independent International Fact-Finding
Mission on Venezuela recalled that their mandate was to investigate human rights violations
that have occurred in Venezuela since 2014. They expressed disappointment at the Venezuelan
authorities’ lack of cooperation, which forced them to carry out their work outside Venezuela.
The experts indicated that the Fact-Finding Mission’s reports found that crimes against
humanity had been committed in Venezuela, and that the perpetrators enjoyed impunity. They
noted that the 2023 report would focus on restrictions on civic space that may have
repercussions on the elections scheduled for 2024. They stressed that international monitoring
would be essential to ensure that these elections are transparent and fair. They also mentioned
a draft law on non-governmental organisations being debated in the Venezuelan National
Assembly, which could further limit the activities of NGOs.

The representative of the European External Action Service recalled that Venezuela was
experiencing a serious political, economic, social and humanitarian crisis. She stressed that the
upcoming 2024 elections would be an opportunity to restore respect for Venezuela’s
institutional system. She pointed out that the National Assembly’s decision to end Juan
Guaidd’s interim presidency highlighted a major shift in the opposition’s strategy, which is
expected to forego abstentionism in favour of active participation in the upcoming elections by
putting forward a united candidate. She stated that democracy in Venezuela remained the
ultimate goal of the international community, and was confident that the new strategy — as well
as the negotiations between the regime and the opposition — would bear fruit.

Leopoldo Lopez emphasised the dire humanitarian situation of all Venezuelans — be they in the
country or migrants and/or refugees — and the regime’s appalling record in government. This
led him to describe the situation as a genocide. In his view, the European Union’s action was
not commensurate with the gravity of the situation.

Speakers: Leopoldo Lopez Gil (EPP/Spain), Jordi Carias (Renew/Spain)

In association with the Delegation for relations with the Federative Republic of Brazil

5. Brazil: monitoring the political landscape in the country following the 2022
general election, with particular reference to the EU-Mercosur Association
Agreement

Exchange of views with:

e H.E. Pedro Miguel Da Costa e Silva, Ambassador of the Federative Republic
of Brazil to the European Union

e Ignacio Ybaiiez, Ambassador of the European Union to the Federative
Republic of Brazil (via video link)
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e Giinther Maihold, Deputy Director, German Institute for International and
Security Affairs (Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik) (via video link from
Germany)

The Brazilian Ambassador to the European Union outlined some of the main policy objectives
that the new Lula da Silva government was working towards, highlighting its dialogue with
civil society, as well as its social protection measures and the actions taken to support families,
uphold equality, tackle racism, protect the environment and promote education. He stressed the
need to strengthen the strategic partnership between Brazil and the European Union and recalled
President Lula da Silva’s support for the Association Agreement between the European Union
and Mercosur, noting that Brazilian authorities were evaluating the additional sustainability
instrument proposed by the European Union.

The Head of the European Union Delegation to Brazil recalled the high degree of polarisation
that characterised the legislative and presidential election campaign. He expressed a favourable
opinion on the new government’s policies, particularly those supporting the most disadvantaged
sections of society, as well as those safeguarding indigenous peoples and the environment. He
also took a positive view of Brazil’s efforts to overcome the impasse in the negotiations on the
Association Agreement.

He warned about the persistence of populism and extremism in Brazil. He pointed out that the
measures adopted by the new government signalled a desire to move closer to the European
Union, and predicted that Brazil would play a more prominent role in international fora and in
discussions on global issues. He concluded by saying that, in the framework of the EU-
Mercosur Association Agreement, both parties should aim to move forward together in
outlining common standards in areas such as social or environmental policy.

The speakers highlighted Brazil’s leading role on the regional and international stage, stressing
that the EU-Mercosur Association Agreement was beneficial for both parties, that its text was
the result of an agreement between equals and that it should not be renegotiated, and that every
effort had to be made to ensure the successful conclusion of the current negotiations. In response
to questions from Members, the ambassadors said that the agreement enjoyed majority support
among the Brazilian population, while acknowledging that efforts were needed to raise
awareness of its impact. They were also confident that negotiations would gain momentum in
2023, not least because of the upcoming EU-CELAC summit in July.

Speakers: José Manuel Fernandes (EPP/Portugal), Jodo Albuquerque (S&D/Portugal),
Samira Rafaela (Renew/Netherlands), Ana Miranda (The Greens/Spain), Nacho Sanchez Amor
(S&D/Spain), Jordi Canias (Renew/Spain)

6. Any other business
None.
7. Date and place of next meeting

The Chair announced that the date and place of the next delegation meeting would be
communicated in due course.
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The meeting closed at 17.06.
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