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Welcome to this first edition 2024 of our monthly EMPL Newsletter,
where we bring you the latest  information about  the ongoing and
upcoming activities of the Committee. The past year has brought a
number  of  important  achievements  for  the  work  of  the  EMPL
Committee, including the Platform Work Directive and the protection
of workers from asbestos and other hazardous substances, to name
just a few.

2024 will  be a special  year for  the European Parliament,  with the
European elections taking place from 6-9 June 2024. In the months

leading to  the elections,  the EMPL committee will  reinforce its  efforts  to  finalise  a  number  of  crucial
dossiers  such  as  the  improvement  of  working  conditions  for  platform workers,  the  establishment  of  
standards for equality bodies and the introduction of a European Disability Card and a European Parking
Card for persons with disabilities.  With Belgium taking over the Presidency of the Council,  the EMPL
Committee is actively involved in contributing to the future of the EU Social Agenda - La Hulpe process,
with  a  view to  reconfirming  the  implementation  of  the  European  Pillar  of  Social  Rights  as  the  main
compass for policy-making in the domains of employment and social  affairs,  and preparing the future
social agenda of the 2024-2029 period. 

To get the latest news about the Committee follow us on X (formerly known as Twitter)! 

Dragoş Pîslaru,
Chair of the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs

Selected News

The Belgian Presidency of the Council: programme and
priorities

The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs will host
Belgian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of the Economy and
Employment, Pierre-Yves Dermagne, at its next Committee
meeting, to discuss the forthcoming priorities of the Belgian
presidency of the Council. The Belgian Presidency has
committed to developing an ambitious social agenda with the
European Pillar of Social Rights at its core. Among its priorities,
the Belgian presidency will focus on strengthening social
dialogue, fair labour mobility and mental health at work; on
strengthening the social dimension of the EU's economic
governance framework, and on promoting a true European model for the social economy. 

The presentation of Deputy Prime Minister Pierre-Yves Dermagne in the Committee is a further
important step in the series of consultations and meetings launched in 2023 between the Belgian
Presidency, the Committee, social partners and representative of EU institutions and agencies, on
and around the European Social Agenda. Official and more informal meetings will take place in the
next six months, starting with the informal EPSCO meeting in Namur in January 2024 and culminating
with the High Level Conference on the future of the EU's Social Agenda on 15-16 April, in La Hulpe. 

Tuesday, 23 January | from 14h30 to 16h00 | Room: József ANTALL 6Q2
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Highlights of the EMPL Meeting on 23 January 2024

Link to the EMPL webstreaming session:
23 January 2024 from 10:00 to 12:30 and 14.30 to 16:30       

European Semester for
economic policy
coordination

Employment and social priorities of
2024:

• Consideration of draft report

• Consideration of amendments

• Link to procedure file

• Rapporteur: Dragoș Pîslaru (Renew,
RO) 

Exchange of views on "Working
conditions in Amazon warehouses"

• Chris Smalls, President, Amazon
Labour Union

• Corinna Groß, Federal Trade Union
Secretary of Verdi, department of
Retail, responsible for Amazon
workers in Germany

• Agnieszka Mroz, worker at Amazon
Poland, member of workers' Initiative
trade union 

• DG EMPL European Commission
(TBC) 

From 11h to 12H30 | Room:
József ANTALL 6Q2

European Labour Market
Statistics on Businesses

Proposal repealing Council regulation
(EC) N°530/1990 and Regulations (EC)
N°450/2003 and (EC) N°453/2008: 

• Consideration of draft opinion

• Consideration of amendments

• Link to draft opinion

• Rapporteur: Milan Brglez (S&D, SI) 

Votes scheduled on 23 January

Guidelines for the 2025 Budget - Section III  2023/2220(BUI):

• Adoption of draft opinion in letter form

• Rapporteur for the opinion: Romana Tomc (EPP, SL) 

• Responsible: BUDG Victor Negrescu (S&D, RO)

• Link to procedure file

Voting lists and compromise amendments of the votes are published on the EMPL e-meeting
website ahead of the vote.
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Up-coming in future EMPL meetings

EMPL Meeting on 12 February 2024

Interparliamentary Committee Meeting during the European
Parliamentary week 2024: 

• How to best promote social investments in the context of
EU's reviewed governance framework and fiscal rules? 

• What is the role of upward social convergence in the
context of diverging inflation, debt challenges and
increased costs of living?

More information on the dedicated website

Monday, 12 February | From 15h30 to 18h45  | Room: József Antall 6Q2 

On the agenda of upcoming meetings

24 January 2024: Joint Committee meeting (EMPL/FEMM) - Presentation of a draft report on a
Council decision inviting Member States to ratify the Violence and Harassment Convention, 2019
(No. 190) of the International Labour Organization

Adopted in June 2019 at the ILO International Labour Conference, the convention No. 190 is the first
international treaty to recognise the right to a world of work free of violence and harassment, including any
behavior or practice resulting in physical, psychological, sexual or economic harm. Member States
ratifying the convention will be required to implement measures ensuring respect and dignity for all in the
workplace. The Parliament's consent to the Council proposal is subject to a joint committee procedure
between EMPL and FEMM Committees.  

• Co-rapporteurs for the consent procedure (FEMM/EMPL): Cindy Franssen (EPP, BE) and Kira
Marie Peter-Hansen (Greens/EFA, DK)

• Link to procedure file

• Link to ILO Convention No. 190

• Link to Webstreaming

Wednesday, 24 January | From 17h00 to 17h30  | Room: SPAAK 3C050

News from the agencies

Eurofound and Cedefop

A Tripartite Exchange Seminar (TES) for a green and just
transition: Call for Participation 

Eurofound, Cedefop and the European Environment Agency will
organise a two-day seminar to reflect on the impact of the green
transition on social dialogue in the workplace, on 8 May (online
introduction) and 30-31 May 2024. Employers' representatives, trade
union organisations, governments and experts will gather at the
European Economic and Social Committee in Brussels, to discuss
the mutual impact between the green transition and social dialogue,
share present and future practices on and around social dialogue and assess the ways in which social
dialogue can contribute to a holistic definition of the green transition as a socially just transition. National
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level social partners, early and mid-career professionals in trade union and employer organisations,
governments and public bodies, are all invited to apply to the seminar until Monday 12 February.  

Link to event

 Link to programme

EU-OSHA

Mental health and the well-being of farmers

The EU-OSHA will host the first seminar of 'SafeHabitus', a Horizon
Europe funded project dedicated to improving farm safety and farm
health, in the European Parliament on 24 January. The seminar will
gather representatives of European goverments, academics and

professionals of the farming sector, as well as EU officials, including MEP Maria Walsh (EPP, IE) from the
EMPL Committee, and acting director for working conditions and social dialogue at the DG EMPL of the
European Commission, Maria Iglesia. 

Link to event 

European Labour Authority

Digital solutions for labour mobility 

The European Labour Authority will explore the impact of Artificial
Intelligence (AI) on labour markets as part of its next ELA TECH
conference, which will take place in Madrid and online on 1 February.
The conference will gather academics and professionals of the public
and private sectors around the role of AI in labour mobility,
recruitment processes and human resources management. The
three-fold aim of this hybrid event will be to identify the state of play
of AI use in labour markets, exchange expertise and experience, and decipher the tendencies emerging
from the growing use of AI in the world of work. 

Link to event

Other event of interest

Conference on Preventing and Addressing Violence and
Harassment in the World of Work through Occupational Safety
and Health

The International Labour Organisation (ILO) will organise a
conference in Geneva, Switzerland, on 23 January to present the
findings of a large-scale research project undertaken on the role of
the Occupational Safety and Health (OSH) framework in combating
workplace violence and harassment. The high-profile conference will
gather social partners, government representatives, academics and
OSH experts with the aim of sharing diverse insights and practices designed to eliminate, prevent and
respond to all forms of violence in the workplace. 

Link to event
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Subscription: write to empl-secretariat@ep.europa.eu

Contact the editor: European Parliament, Secretariat of the Committee on the Employment and Social Affairs, email: empl-

secretariat@ep.europa.eu
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