
 

CHAIR’S WELCOME 
 

The next ENVI meeting will take place on 

14 February. While the Committee is 

focused on the legislative work and on 

closing as many files as possible, we are not 

losing sight of the need to set up future 

policy directions. We will welcome 

Commissioner Hoekstra for a debate on 

shaping the EU’s climate target for 2040 

and ensuring the path to achieve Europe’s 

climate neutrality in 2050. Building on the EU’s commitment to cut greenhouse 

gas emissions by 55% by 2030, as enshrined in the EU Climate Law, the 

Commission recommends 90% reduction by 2040. It marks the beginning of a 

political debate about the future target, which will be formally proposed by the 

next Commission after the European Elections. The ground for our discussion 

will be laid by the presentation of the latest assessment of the EU’s climate 

policy progress, gaps and opportunities by the European Scientific Advisory 

Board on Climate Change, which will take place earlier in the day. ENVI 

Members will also question representatives of the Commission and UNEP 

about progress in negotiating the leally biding, global ‘Plastic Treaty’ - a crucial 

step in ending plastic pollution - ahead of the next session of the 

intergovernmental negotiating committee in April.  

Large part of the agenda will be dedicated to votes. Notably, we will cast our 

votes on the provisional agreements resulting from inter-institutional 

negotiations to reduce emissions for heavy-duty vehicles such as buses or 

trucks. It is an essential step in strengthening the rules for a sector that 

accounts for 25% of greenhouse gas emissions from EU road transport and for 

over 6% of total EU greenhouse gas emissions. I would also like to highlight the 

vote on the political deal concerning substances of human origin (SoHO) used 

in life-saving therapies - such as blood, tissues or cells. New rules will guarantee 

the highest safety standards for those who donate and receive substances of 

human origin. Additionally, we will vote on the deal on ‘’breakfast directives”. 

It introduces stricter labelling and content requirements for food products such 

as honey, fruit juice and jams to protect Europeans against fraudulent 

marketing and ensure fair competition for the producers, particularly 

beekeepers. Furthermore, ENVI Members will vote on the draft report on the 

proposal amending the waste framework directive and, jointly with IMCO 

Members, on the draft report on Green Claims to protect consumers against 

‘greenwashing’. 

To continue on the positive note, I am pleased to announce that Parliament’s 

negotiators have recently reached provisional political agreements on 

increasing efficiency of treatment and the reuse of urban wastewater. Progress 

is also being made on other crucial files, including the revision of the Ambient 

Air Quality Directives to bring EU standards more into line with WHO 

recommendations, and on the proposal to reduce unnecessary packaging and 

making packaging easier to reuse or recycle. These are just a few examples from 

the many files on which ENVI continues to work, so we put in place as many 

building blocks of the European Green Deal and the European Health Union as 

possible before the end of the legislature. As always, you can follow the ENVI 

Committee meeting live at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html  

You can also follow the activities of the ENVI Committee on its official Twitter 

account @EP_ENVIRONMENT. 

MEETING ITEMS 

Exchanges of views: 

 Exchange of views with Dr. Bernhard Url, Executive Director of the 
European Food Security Authority (EFSA). 

 Exchange of views with Wopke Hoekstra, Commissioner for Climate 
Action: presentation of the communication on the EU Climate target for 
2040. 

Considerations: 

 Consideration of draft motion for a resolution on Commission Delegated 
Regulation amending Annexes II and III of Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 of 
the European Parliament and of the Council on specific hygiene 
requirements for certain meat, fishery products, dairy products and eggs. 

Presentations: 

 Presentation by the Chair of the European Scientific Advisory Board of 
the report “Towards EU climate neutrality: progress, policy gaps and 
opportunities”. 

 Presentation by the United Nations Environment Programme and the 
Commission of the state of play of negotiations on the global treaty 
tackling plastic pollution. 

Votes: 

 Vote on the provisional agreement resulting from interinstitutional 
negotiations on Amending Regulation (EU) 2019/1242 as regards 
strengthening the CO₂ emission performance standards for new heavy-
duty vehicles and integrating reporting obligations, and repealing 
Regulation (EU) 2018/956 (EICKHOUT). 

 Vote on the provisional agreement resulting from interinstitutional 
negotiations on Amending Regulation (EU) No 691/2011 as regards 
introducing new environmental economic accounts modules (CANFIN). 

 Vote on the provisional agreement resulting from interinstitutional 
negotiations on Standards of quality and safety for substances of human 
origin intended for human application and repealing Directives 
2002/98/EC and 2004/23/EC (COLIN-OESTERLÉ) 

 Vote on the provisional agreement resulting from interinstitutional 
negotiations on Amending Council Directives 2001/110/EC relating to 
honey, 2001/112/EC relating to fruit juices and certain similar products 
intended for human consumption, 2001/113/EC relating to fruit jams, 
jellies and marmalades and sweetened chestnut purée intended for 
human consumption, and 2001/114/EC relating to certain partly or 
wholly dehydrated preserved milk for human consumption 
(BERNHUBER). 

 Adoption of a motion for resolution  on Commission Delegated 
Regulation amending Annexes II et III of Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 of 
the European Parliament and of the Council on specific hygiene 
requirements for certain meat, fishery products, dairy products and 
eggs.  

 Adoption of draft report on Amending Directives 1999/2/EC, 
2000/14/EC, 2011/24/EU and 2014/53/EU as regards certain reporting 
requirements in the fields of food and food ingredients, outdoor noise, 
patients’ rights, and radio equipment. (SINČIĆ). 

 Adoption of draft report on Amending Directive 2007/2/EC as regards 
certain reporting requirements for infrastructures for spatial 
information. (SINČIĆ). 

 Adoption of draft report on Amending Directive 2008/98/EC on waste. 
(ZALEWSKA). 

 Adoption of a draft report on Detergents and surfactants, amending 
Regulation (EU) 2019/1020 and repealing Regulation (EC) No 648/2004 
(RIPA). 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html


 

 Adoption of a draft report on Substantiation and communication of 
explicit environmental claims (ENGERER/ANSIP) (JOINT ENVI-IMCO 
COMMITTEE). 

Draft agenda of the Plenary available here. 

Exchange of views with Commissioner Wopke Hoekstra, 
Commissioner for Climate Action, and presentation of the 
communication on the EU Climate target for 2040. 

ENVI will hold an exchange of views 
with Mr. Wopke Hoekstra, 
Commissioner for Climate Action, and 
a presentation of the communication 
on the EU Climate target for 2040. The 
Commissioner will also  present the 
Communication "Towards an 
ambitious Industrial Carbon 

Management for the EU". 

The EU Climate Law established the binding objective of achieving climate 
neutrality in the European Union by 2050, and a first intermediate target to 
reduce net greenhouse gas emissions by at least 55% by 2030. At the same 
time, it requires the Commission to propose a next intermediate target for 
2040. On 6 February 2024, the Commission published a Communication which 
starts the process of preparing the 2040 target. According to the 
Communication, and based on the Impact Assessment and the advice of the 
European Scientific Advisory Board on Climate Change (ESABCC), the 
Commission recommends a 90% reduction in net GHG emissions by 2040. With 
the publication of this Communication, the Commission launches a broad 
political debate and a dialogue with stakeholders and citizens. The impact 
assessment on pathways to reach climate neutrality by 2050, which 
accompanies the Communication, will inform this debate and the future 
legislative and policy choices. During the presentation and exchange of views, 
Mr. Wopke Hoekstra is expected to explain the reasons that underpin the 
recommendations, and to answer questions raised by ENVI members.  

The final proposal to table the 2040 climate target will be the responsibility of 
the next Commission. 

Annual exchange of views with Dr. Bernhard Url, Executive Director 
of the European Food Security Authority (EFSA) 

ENVI will host its annual exchange views with Dr. 
Bernhard Url, Executive Director of the European 
Food Safety Authority (EFSA). This is Dr. Url's last 
term as Executive Director of EFSA, as his 
mandate will end on 31 May 2024. During this 
exchange, Dr. Bernhard Url is expected to outline the 
agency's main goals and strategies in relation to 
policy developments at the European level, 
especially concerning the implementation of the 
Green Deal and in particular the Farm to Fork 
strategy, the strategy on Chemicals for Sustainability, 
and the Biodiversity strategy. Members will have the 

opportunity to discuss several food and feed safety topics such as animal 
health, additives, chemical contaminants, food packaging, and genetically 
modified organisms (GMOs). In particular, members will exchange views 
on topics which the ENVI Committee is currently working on covering EFSA's 
latest findings and risk assessments concerning NGTs, glyphosate, pesticides, 

and animal welfare. EFSA's mission is to provide an independent, transparent 
scientific advice for policy makers to protect European consumers from food-
related risks. 

Towards EU climate neutrality: Progress, policy gaps and 
opportunities - presentation of the report by the Chair of the 
European Scientific Advisory Board 

The Chair of the European Scientific 
Advisory Board on Climate Change, 
Prof. Ottmar Edenhofer, is invited to  
present the report “Towards EU 
climate neutrality: progress, policy 
gaps and opportunities”.  

Based on an assessment of more than 
80 indicators, the Advisory Board 

concluded that more efforts are needed across all sectors to achieve the EU 
climate objectives from 2030 to 2050, and particularly in buildings, transport, 
agriculture and forestry. 

In the report, the Advisory Board outlines 13 key recommendations to put the 
EU on track towards climate neutrality, by means of a more effective 
implementation and design of the EU climate policy framework. This will 
require action in the coming years, both to effectively implement recently 
agreed legislation and to start preparations for the post-2030 climate policy 
framework  

For example, on the Fit for 55 package, the Advisory Board urgently calls on 
national governments to enhance and implement their national energy and 
climate plans to secure EU emission reductions of 55% or more by 2030 
compared to 1990. 

Another recommendation is to make EU policies fully consistent with the need 
to phase out fossil fuel subsidies. Whereas the EU has pushed for an ambitious 
outcome on this topic at the recent COP28, the Advisory Board warns that the 
EU’s own policies are not yet fully aligned with such phase out and risk locking 
EU’s energy infrastructure into emission-intensive fossil fuels.  

State of play of negotiations on the Plastics Treaty – Briefing by UNEP 
and the Commission 

In February 2022, at the fifth session of 
the United Nations Environment 
Assembly, a resolution was adopted to 
develop an international legally binding 
instrument on plastic pollution, 
including in the marine environment, 
with the ambition to complete the 
negotiations by the end of 2024. This 

instrument would be the world’s first-ever global plastics pollution treaty. 

Two exchanges of views with the UNEP and the Commission took place 
in 2023 following the negotiations sessions. On 14 February 2024,  UNEP and 
the Commission are invited to inform ENVI Members on the progress made 
during the third meeting of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee 
(INC), which took place on 13-19 November 2023. 

Delegates proposed numerous textual submissions to be included in a “revised 
zero draft” but they could not agree on a single (unique) draft as its outcome. 
The next negotiating session will take place in Ottawa in April 2024 and is 
expected to consider this revised zero draft, that will include the co-facilitators’ 
compilations of discussions and submissions from INC-3, along with the contact 
groups’ outcomes regarding the preamble, definitions, principles, scope, means 
of implementation, and final provisions.  

Alongside the EU’s leading role in global action on plastics, the European 
Commission has furthermore proposed new rules to tackle waste from plastics 

ENVI IN THE NEXT PLENARY 

EXCHANGES OF VIEWS 

PRESENTATIONS 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/document/download/768bc81f-5f48-48e3-b4d4-e02ba09faca1_en
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/document/download/768bc81f-5f48-48e3-b4d4-e02ba09faca1_en
https://climate-advisory-board.europa.eu/reports-and-publications/towards-eu-climate-neutrality-progress-policy-gaps-and-opportunities/esabcc_report_towards-eu-climate-neutrality.pdf/@@download/file
https://climate-advisory-board.europa.eu/reports-and-publications/towards-eu-climate-neutrality-progress-policy-gaps-and-opportunities/esabcc_report_towards-eu-climate-neutrality.pdf/@@download/file
https://climate-advisory-board.europa.eu/reports-and-publications/towards-eu-climate-neutrality-progress-policy-gaps-and-opportunities/esabcc_report_towards-eu-climate-neutrality.pdf/@@download/file


 

and plastic packaging, as well as microplastics, in line with the EU’s Circular 
Economy Action Plan under the European Green Deal. On 11 January, ENVI 
members considered the draft report on the proposal on preventing pellet 
losses to reduce microplastic pollution, and the Committee is currently working 
on the draft report.  

Breakfast Directives - Vote on the outcome of the interinstitutional 
negotiations 

ENVI will vote on the provisional 
agreement reached on 30 January 
2024 by the Council of the European 
Union and the European Parliament 
on the revision of four of the so-
called 'breakfast directives', to 
improve consumer 
information requirements for honey, 

fruit jams, fruit juices and dehydrated milk. 

This revision will update the rules concerning the composition, labelling, and 
naming of certain foodstuffs and it aims to promote a shift to healthier diets, 
help consumers make informed choices, and ensure transparency regarding 
the origin of products. 

According to the provisional agreement, on honey, the countries of origin will 
be indicated on the label in descending order, based on weight, and the label 
will also include – as a general rule – the percentage that each country 
represents in the blend. This will protect consumers and beekeepers from 
adulterated honey and fraudulent practices, and facilitate informed consumer 
choices through more transparency.  

On fruit juices, the provisionally agreed text foresees the addition of three new 
categories: ‘reduced-sugar fruit juice‘, ‘reduced-sugar fruit juice from 
concentrate‘ and ‘concentrated reduced-sugar fruit juice‘. Additionally, 
operators will be allowed to use the label 'fruit juices contain only naturally 
occurring sugars'.  

Rapporteur: BERNHUBER (PPE) 
Shadows: SIDL(S&D), CANFIN (RENEW), RIPA (Greens/EFA), VONDRA (ECR), 
GANCIA (ID), HAZEKAMP (THE LEFT) 

Regulation on Substances of Human Origin (SoHO) - vote on the 
outcome of interinstitutional negotiations  

ENVI will vote on the provisional 
agreement on the SoHO Regulation 
reached on 14 December 2023. The 
regulation - which contributes to the 
European Health Union - aims to better 
protect citizens who donate or receive 
substances such as blood, tissue, cells, as 
well as breast milk or microbiota. The new 
rules will facilitate the cross-border 

exchange of SoHO in the EU, improve patients' access to necessary treatments 
in all member states, and promote greater cooperation between national 
public health authorities. Additionally, the agreed text requires donations to be 
voluntary and unpaid. The negotiators also agreed on the establishment of the 
SoHO Coordination Board (SCB), an advisory body designed to coordinate the 
application of the regulation and support member states in its implementation. 

Rapporteur: COLIN-OESTERLÉ (PPE) 
Shadows: GONZÁLEZ CASARES (S&D), GLÜCK (RENEW), METZ (GREENS/EFA), 

KOPCIŃSKA (ECR), KONEČNÁ (THE LEFT) 

 

 

Waste Framework Directive (WFD) - adoption of draft Report 

ENVI will vote on the draft report on the 
revision of the Waste Framework 
Directive. The proposed directive aims to 
reduce waste and to protect the 
environment and human health. 

In particular, the revision aims to reduce 
the environmental and climate impact, 
while improving public health of the food 

and textile sectors, which are respectively the first and fourth most resource-
intensive sectors. The revision proposes the reduction of food waste by 10% at 
the processing and production stage and 30% at the retail and consumption by 
2030. Regarding textiles, it introduces both mandatory and harmonised 
extended producer responsibility schemes and requirements to ensure proper 
management of textile waste. 

In the draft report, the rapporteur suggests to raise the ambition of the food 
waste targets to at least 20 % at processing and production and at least 40 % in 
retail and consumption by 2030. The report also asks the Commission to 
conduct an assessment on appropriate levels for the setting of targets for 2032 
on textile waste reduction. Additionally, the Rapporteur proposes to enlarge 
the scope of extended producer responsibility for producers of textile products 
by including carpets and matrasses by the end of 2027. 

Rapporteur: ZALEWSKA (ECR) 

Shadows: MELBĀRDE (PPE), FRITZON (S&D), THUN UND HOHENSTEIN (Renew), 
GALLEE (Greens/EFA), MATIAS (THE LEFT) 

Green Claims Directive (joint ENVI-IMCO Committee) - adoption of 
draft joint report 

In the afternoon, in a joint ENVI-IMCO 
meeting, members of both committees 
will vote on the draft report on the 
proposal for a directive on green 
claims. The proposed directive lays 
down specific rules on substantiating 
and communicating explicit 

environmental claims about products, in business-to-consumer commercial 
practices. The proposal aims, on the one hand, to protect consumers from 
greenwashing and misleading environmental claims by providing them with 
transparent, comparable and harmonised product information and, on the 
other hand, to enable them to make informed decisions, in line with the green 
transition. 

Specifically, the proposal lays down rules on the communication of 
environmental claims and requires companies to carry out an assessment in 
accordance with a set of requirements, as well as introducing rules on 
environmental labelling systems. 

In the joint draft joint report, the co-rapporteurs propose a more ambitious 
approach to ensure a robust and future-proof system, strengthening 
transparency requirements for consumers and a possibility to assess the need 
for additional requirements for the use of explicit environmental claims for 
products containing hazardous substances.  In addition, the co-rapporteurs 
suggest measures to support SMEs to comply with the new requirements when 
making green declarations and to provide predictability for enterprises, 
including a simplified verification system for certain environmental claims. 

Co-Rapporteurs: ENGERER (S&D) (ENVI) / ANSIP (RENEW) (IMCO) 
Shadows ENVI: WEISS (PPE), WIESNER (S&D), GALLÉE (Greens/EFA), TARDINO 
(ID), FIOCCHI (ECR) 
 
 
 

 

VOTES 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197648/ALEXANDER_BERNHUBER/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197677/GUNTHER_SIDL/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197677/GUNTHER_SIDL/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/206158/MANUELA_RIPA/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/206158/MANUELA_RIPA/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197582/GIANNA_GANCIA/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197582/GIANNA_GANCIA/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197536/NATHALIE_COLIN-OESTERLE/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197718/NICOLAS_GONZALEZ+CASARES/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197718/NICOLAS_GONZALEZ+CASARES/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/193292/TILLY_METZ/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197572/ANNA_ZALEWSKA/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/130256/DACE_MELBARDE/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197391/HELENE_FRITZON/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197391/HELENE_FRITZON/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/229352/MALTE_GALLEE/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96820/MARISA_MATIAS/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124696/ANDRUS_ANSIP/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197515/PERNILLE_WEISS/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/214839/EMMA_WIESNER/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/229352/MALTE_GALLEE/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197806/ANNALISA_TARDINO/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197806/ANNALISA_TARDINO/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197607/PIETRO_FIOCCHI/home


 

 Adoption in Joint Committee of a draft report on Accounting of 
greenhouse gas emissions of transport services (Rule 58 with TRAN) 
(CANFIN - THALER) - 4/03 

 Vote on the provisional agreement resulting from interinstitutional 
negotiations on Urban wastewater treatment regulation (recast) 
(TORVALDS) - 11/03 

 Vote on the provisional agreement resulting from interinstititutional 
negotiations on Amending Regulation (EU) 2017/852 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 17 May 2017 on mercury as regards 
dental amalgam and other mercury-added products subject to 
manufacturing, import and export restrictions (MORTLER) - 11/03 

 Adoption of a draft report on Soil Monitoring Law (HOJSIK) - 11/03 

 Adoption of a draft report on the Directive on the Union Code relating 
to medicinal products for human use and repealing Directives 2001/83 
and 2009/35 (Pharma Directive) (WEISS) - 11/03 

 Adoption of a draft report on the Regulation on Community procedures 
for the authorisation and supervision of medicinal products for human 
use and establishing a European Medicines Agency (Pharma Regulation) 
(WÖLKEN) - 11/03 

 Adoption of a draft opinion on Production and marketing of forest 
reproductive material, amending Regulations (EU) 2016/2031 and 
2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council and repealing 
Council Directive 1999/105/EC (Regulation on forest reproductive 
material) (CLERGEAU) - 11/03 

 Adoption of a draft opinion on Production and marketing of plant 
reproductive material in the Union, amending Regulations (EU) 
2016/2031, 2017/625 and 2018/848 of the European Parliament and of 
the Council, and repealing Council Directives 66/401/EEC, 66/402/EEC, 
68/193/EEC, 2002/53/EC, 2002/54/EC, 2002/55/EC, 2002/56/EC, 
2002/57/EC, 2008/72/EC and 2008/90/EC (Regulation on plant 
reproductive material) (CLERGEAU) - 11/03 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recent publications: 

 Briefing on progress on implementing the Kunming-Montreal Global 
Biodiversity Framework 

 Study on the COP28 climate change conference: status of climate 
negotiations and issues at stake, Dubai (UAE), 30 Nov - 12 Dec 2023 

 Briefing on the commitments made at the hearing of MAROŠ 
ŠEFČOVIČ Executive Vice-President of the Commission on the 
European Green Deal 

 Briefing on the commitments made at the hearing of WOPKE 
HOEKSTRA, Commissioner-designate on Climate Action 

 Briefing on the UN High Level Political Forum on Sustainable 
Development Goals, New-York, 17-19 July 2023 

 Briefing on Raising ambition levels at the IMO for 2050 - An overview 
of the key issues at stake at the MEPC 80, 3-7 July 2023, London, UK 

 Briefing on the 76th World Health Assembly, Geneva - Switzerland – 
21-30 May 2023 

 Study on the Independence and transparency policies of the 
European   Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 

 Study on potential measures to facilitate active pharmaceutical 
ingredients (APIs) production in Member States 

 In-depth analysis on Issues at stake at the COP15 Conference to the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, Montréal. Canada, December 
2022 

 Briefing on Tracking the EU Commissioners’ commitments - Von der 
Leyen Commission, 2019 - 2024: Stella Kyriakides 

 Briefing on Tracking the EU Commissioners’ commitments - Von der 
Leyen Commission, 2019 - 2024: Virginijus Sinkevičius 

 Study on the Access to medicinal products 

 In depth analysis on the link between biodiversity loss and the 
increasing spread of zoonotic diseases (also available in DE) 

 Briefing on the Farm to Fork strategy - An overview of Parliament’s 
positions 

NEXT ENVI MEETINGS ON 4 and 11 MARCH NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2024/754196/IPOL_IDA(2024)754196_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2024/754196/IPOL_IDA(2024)754196_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/754191/IPOL_STU(2023)754191_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/754191/IPOL_STU(2023)754191_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/754186/IPOL_BRI(2023)754186_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/754186/IPOL_BRI(2023)754186_EN.pdf
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2023/05/un-2023-sdg-summit/?gclid=CjwKCAjwjaWoBhAmEiwAXz8DBQl2t02J-bX6EbJGffKvivY1wYC1vBaHHKBWAUqxFR0P_YpptnB4uxoCTekQAvD_BwE
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2023/05/un-2023-sdg-summit/?gclid=CjwKCAjwjaWoBhAmEiwAXz8DBQl2t02J-bX6EbJGffKvivY1wYC1vBaHHKBWAUqxFR0P_YpptnB4uxoCTekQAvD_BwE
https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/Pages/MEPC-80.aspx
https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/Pages/MEPC-80.aspx
https://www.who.int/about/governance/world-health-assembly
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/740080/IPOL_STU(2023)740080_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/740080/IPOL_STU(2023)740080_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/740070/IPOL_STU(2023)740070_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/740070/IPOL_STU(2023)740070_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2022/734012/IPOL_IDA(2022)734012_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2022/734012/IPOL_IDA(2022)734012_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2022/734012/IPOL_IDA(2022)734012_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/703371/IPOL_BRI(2022)703371_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/703371/IPOL_BRI(2022)703371_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/703381/IPOL_BRI(2022)703381_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/703381/IPOL_BRI(2022)703381_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/662910/IPOL_STU(2021)662910_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_DE.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA) 

The economic costs associated with 
the negative impacts of air pollution 
caused by Europe’s industrial plants 
are substantial. The recently 
published EEA briefing presents the 
latest assessment of the trends in 

externalities of industrial air pollution caused by over 10,000 facilities between 
2012-2021.  Just over 100 of these facilities addressed in this study are 
responsible for 50% of the aggregate damage caused. Over the last decade, 
Europe’s industry has made significant progress in reducing its environment 
and climate impacts and the external costs caused by air pollution from 
industry decreased by nearly 35%. More details can be found here. 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 

For the first time, EFSA’s Eurobarometer on 
food safety has been extended to all 
seven pre-accession countries aiming to 
join the EU in the future, with citizens in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and Kosovo 
providing their views for the first time. The 

other five pre-accession countries - Albania, Montenegro, North Macedonia, 
Serbia and Turkey – took part in the previous survey in 2019. The survey was 
carried out between 31 May and 25 June 2023 with over 6,600 
respondents from different social and demographic groups being interviewed. 
More info here. 

European Medicines Agency (EMA) 

The Agency has published today an 
infographic providing an overview of its 
key recommendations of 2023 regarding 
the authorisation and safety monitoring 
of veterinary medicines. 

In 2023, EMA recommended 14 veterinary medicines for marketing 
authorisation. Of these, nine had a new active substance - a threefold increase 
compared to 2022. Nine were vaccines, including six new biotechnological 
vaccines (compared to one in 2022). The use of 8 authorised medicines was 
expanded in 2023 to cover a new species or a new indication. 

Once a medicine has been put on the market, EMA and Member States 
continue to monitor its quality and benefit/risk balance. Where a medicine is 
marketed for use in food-producing animals, any human safety concerns that 
might result from exposure to residues of the medicine remaining in animal-
derived food need to be addressed. The maximum residue limits (MRLs) 
recommended by EMA reflect how much residue of the veterinary medicine in 
food derived from a treated animal is safe for consumption. The MRL is 
established before the medicine for food-producing animals is authorised in the 
EU. More information is available here. 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

With its new strategy, ECHA will deliver on its 
existing wide legal mandate, build on its 
expertise and experience, collaborate with our 
stakeholders and partners, implement new tasks 
and support the ambition of the EU policy goals 
on chemicals. In support of these actions, the 

Agency will also invest in its people so they too are ready for ECHA's future 
work. Read the strategy here  

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) 

According to the latest ECDC Annual 
Epidemiological Report for 2022, the food-borne 
infections listeriosis and shigatoxigenic 
Escherichia coli are increasing in the EU/EEA and 
were in 2022 at levels higher than before the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Both diseases can cause 

severe symptoms, where listeriosis can result in meningitis, sepsis or, in 
pregnant women, miscarriage, while STEC can cause kidney failure, often in 
affected children. No increase was observed for salmonellosis and 
campylobacteriosis which typically cause the highest number of cases of food- 
and waterborne diseases annually. Check here how you can protect your health 
and your family's from bacteria in your food.  

Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 4 and 11 March 2024. 
Future meetings: ENVI Committee meetings 2024.pdf 
Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP website or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also download the 
extracts of speeches. 
More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the ENVI 
Committee.  

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to European 
Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.  
For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 
Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of any 
publication please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The 
European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides research publications in the 
area of environment, public health and food safety. You can find all the latest 
publications on the European Parliament website’s Think Tank pages. 
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