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Key observations 

•  Policies were largely focused on a supply-side, investment grants 
to individual beneficiaries and evidence of a too generic imitation 
of cluster policies. Only few examples of support to governance, 
human capital for innovation, market and innovation culture. 

•  Innovation governance could not be assessed as fairly effective. 
•  Several barriers encountered during the implementation stage. 
•  The availability of robust evidence-based assessments leaves room 

for improvement. 
•  Regions in the process of finding a new balance (vertical 

coordination). 
•  So far a preference given to traditional methodologies when it 

comes to identifying the areas of smart specialisation.  
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How innovation policies are changing regional innovation 
systems in EU regions?  
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Patterns in key performance indicators (I) 
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Source: Eurostat, own calculations.




Patterns in key performance indicators (II) 
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Policy effectiveness in EU regions 
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Policy effectiveness according to RIS typology 
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Key messages 

1.  Closing innovation divide between EU regions remains to be a 
challenging task. 

2.  Effective policies can make an important difference with a view to 
a region's development. 

3.  A more responsive approach to governance will be required. 
4.  Still room for improvement with regard to evidence-based 

assessments and the way the results are incorporated in policy 
learning processes.  
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