
AD\1048387EN.doc PE541.522v02-00

EN United in diversity EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2014 - 2019

Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety

2014/2099(DEC)

3.2.2015

OPINION
of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety

for the Committee on Budgetary Control

on discharge in respect of the implementation of the budget of the European
Environment Agency for the financial year 2013
(2014/2099(DEC))

Rapporteur: Giovanni La Via



PE541.522v02-00 2/5 AD\1048387EN.doc

EN

PA_NonLeg



AD\1048387EN.doc 3/5 PE541.522v02-00

EN

SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee
on Budgetary Control, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions
in its motion for a resolution:

1. Notes that in 2013 an amount of EUR 41 740 292 was available to the European
Environment Agency ("the Agency") of which EUR 36 309 240 (87%) have been made
available through the general budget of the Union; stresses that this amount represents
0.024% of the overall Union budget;

2. Calls on the Agency to make clear in its future internal and external communication that
it receives funds made available from the Union budget (Union subsidy) instead of a
Commission or Community subsidy;

3. Welcomes the fact that the Agency is committed to reviewing its staffing and
organisational structure on a continuous basis in order to ensure that the Agency carries
out its work and addresses its challenges as effectively as possible; welcomes, in this
respect, the fact that in 2013, two AD posts were added to the establishment table to
cover new tasks related to two important topics: climate change mitigation and quality
air reporting;

4. Takes note that 132 posts out of 138 had been filled by the end of 2013 and that 78
contract agents and seconded national experts were employed by the Agency; notes that
the occupation rate has slightly decreased compared to 2012 and that the proportion of
contract staff and seconded national experts has decreased compared to 2012; notes that
the Agency is dedicating 71 % of its human resources to operational tasks and that this
represent a slight increase compared to the situation in 2012; encourages the Agency to
make further progress in this direction;

5. Takes note of the comment on internal controls made by the Court of Auditors; is at the
same time aware of the Agency's reply; welcomes the fact that the Agency has
intensified its checks on the eligibility and accuracy of staff costs claimed under the
grant programmes but underlines the Court of Auditors' assessment that more should be
done in this regard; takes note that the Court of Auditors has highlighted that on-the-
spot verifications of costs at beneficiary level are rare and takes the view that they
should therefore be carried out more often;

6. Welcomes the fact that the Agency has a comprehensive policy on the management and
prevention of conflict of interest in place and encourages the Agency to continue
working along the lines of this policy in order to safeguard independence and
transparency of decision making and all activities carried out by the Agency including
the selection of the Members of the Scientific Committee;

7. Has carefully taken note that the Agency has made and will continue to make efforts as
regards intensified verification measures; welcomes the fact that the Agency is issuing
written guidelines to the beneficiaries in order to ensure greater understanding as
regards eligibility of costs and supporting documentation needs;



PE541.522v02-00 4/5 AD\1048387EN.doc

EN

8. Welcomes the fact that the Court of Auditors considers the transactions underlying the
annual accounts of the European Environment Agency for the financial year 2013 as
legal and regular in all material respects;

9. Recommends, on the facts available, that discharge be granted to the Executive Director
of the European Environment Agency in respect of the implementation of the Agency’s
budget for the financial year 2013.
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