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CHAIR'S WELCOME 
 

The next meeting of the 
ENVI Committee will be 
taking place in Brussels on 
30-31 March 2015. The 
Committee will vote on a 
draft recommendation for 
second reading endorsing 
the agreement between 
Parliament and Council on 
the reduction of the 

consumption of plastic bags and on a motion for a 
resolution on an EU alcohol strategy. 

Members will consider recommendations to consent 
to the ratification of the Doha Amendment to the 
Kyoto Protocol to the UNFCCC and to Iceland's 
participation in the second commitment period of 
that Protocol. They will also exchange views with the 
Commission Vice-President on Jobs, Growth, 
Investment and Competitiveness, Jyrki Katainen. 

Finally, I would like to draw your attention to the 
presentation by the Executive Director of the 
European Environment Agency of the flagship 2015 
report on the state and outlook of Europe's 
environment, and to the Interparliamentary 
Committee Meeting on climate policy from the COP 
21 UNFCCC conference to 2050. 

 
Giovanni La Via 

 

MEETING PREVIEW 
 

Packaging and packaging waste to reduce the 
consumption of lightweight plastic carrier bags 

Adoption of draft recommendation for second reading 

The aim of the 
proposed legislation is 
to require Member 
States to reduce their 
consumption of 
lightweight plastic 
carrier bags. Member 
States' measures may 

include the use of economic instruments, such as 
charges, national reduction targets, and marketing 
restrictions. 

The inter-institutional negotiations on the dossier 
produced an agreement reflected in Council’s first 
reading position, which the Rapporteur recommends 
to the Committee to adopt without amendments. The 

main new elements of the agreed text are the 
following: 

 A first target of reduction of consumption level 
for 2019 of 90 plastic carrier bags per capita; 

 Member States will report on the annual 
consumption of plastic carrier bags from 3 years 
after the entry in force of the legislation; 

 The Commission will assess the life cycle 
impact of different possibilities to reduce very 
light weight plastic bags (less than 15 microns);  

 The Commission will set specifications on 
labelling of biodegradable and compostable 
plastic carrier bags. 

 
Rapporteur: Auken (Greens/EFA)  Procedure file  
Shadows: Hölvényi (EPP), Bonafé (S&D), Girling (ECR), Gerbrandy 
(ALDE), Forenza (GUE/NGL), Evi (EFDD) 

 

Alcohol strategy 

Adoption of motion for a resolution further to a question for oral 
answer  

The harmful use of 
alcohol is still the 
third biggest cause of 
preventable death 
and disease in Europe, 
and is a risk factor for 
over 60 chronic 
diseases, including 

cancer, heart disease and liver disease. Alcohol 
misuse is also linked to obesity, a major public 
health concern and the fourth biggest cause of 
preventable illness in Europe.  In addition, alcohol 
misuse and addiction are linked to other social 
problems including workplace absenteeism, family 
breakdown and violence. Europe has the highest rate 
of alcohol consumption in the world. 

The purpose of this resolution is to obtain more 
information on possible future proposals for a new 
Alcohol Strategy, especially the reasons why the 
separate report on the application of the 
requirements to provide information on the 
ingredients and nutrition information for alcoholic 
beverages has not yet been published by December 
2014 as foreseen by Regulation 1169/2011 on the 
provision of food information to consumers. 

360 amendments have been tabled, covering all the 
paragraphs of the resolution. A set of compromise 
amendments have been negotiated. 

Co-rapporteurs: Cirio (EPP), Willmott (S&D), Pretzell (ECR), Faria 
(ALDE), Omarjee (GUE/NGL), Eickhout (Greens/EFA), Pedicini 
(EFDD) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/oj/1055/1055144/1055144en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96816/GIOVANNI_LA+VIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96816/GIOVANNI_LA+VIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pr/1054/1054015/1054015en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28161/Margrete_AUKEN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0371(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124715/GYORGY_HOLVENYI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124814/SIMONA_BONAFE_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96956/Julie_GIRLING.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/Gerben-Jan_GERBRANDY.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125193/ELEONORA_FORENZA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124779/ELEONORA_EVI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/re/1045/1045804/1045804en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/qo/1043/1043524/1043524en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/qo/1043/1043524/1043524en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124772/ALBERTO_CIRIO_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/35743/Glenis_WILLMOTT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124830/MARCUS_PRETZELL_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125101/JOSE+INACIO_FARIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/30482/YOUNOUS_OMARJEE_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124844/PIERNICOLA_PEDICINI_home.html
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Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change: Doha Amendment 
and joint fulfilment of commitments 

Consideration of draft recommendation 

In December 2012, at the Doha Climate Change 
Conference, the 192 Parties to the Kyoto Protocol to 
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change adopted an 
amendment to the Kyoto 
Protocol. This ‘Doha 
Amendment’ establishes a 
second commitment 
period under the Kyoto 
Protocol, starting on 1 
January 2013 and ending 
on 31 December 2020, with 
legally binding emission 
reduction commitments 

for the Parties listed in its Annex B. Under the Doha 
Amendment, the European Union, its Member States 
and Iceland commit to limit their average annual 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in the years 2013 to 
2020 to 80% of their base year emissions (mostly 
1990). 

In her draft recommendation, the Rapporteur 
proposes to the Committee to give its consent to the 
draft Council Decision to ratify the Doha 
amendment to the Kyoto protocol. 

The deadline for amendments is 15 April 2015, with a 
vote in ENVI envisaged for 6 May 2015. 

Rapporteur: Gardini (EPP)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Androulakis (S&D), Duncan (ECR), Gerbrandy (ALDE), 
Eickhout (Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD) 

 

Agreement concerning Iceland's participation in 
the second commitment period of the Kyoto 
Protocol to the UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change 

Consideration of draft recommendation 

Since Iceland is not an EU Member State, the terms 
of joint fulfilment concerning its participation to the 
Doha amendment establishing a second 
commitment period under the Kyoto Protocol had 
to be laid down in a separate international 
agreement. The proposed Council Decision provides 
therefore the basis for the conclusion of the 
agreement between the European Union and Iceland, 
concerning Iceland's participation in the joint 
fulfilment.  

The Rapporteur proposes to consent to the draft 
Council Decision to ratify the agreement. 

The deadline for amendments is 15 April 2015, with a 
vote in ENVI foreseen for 6 May 2015. 

Rapporteur: La Via (EPP)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Androulakis (S&D), Girling (ECR), Gerbrandy (ALDE), 
Eickhout (Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD) 

Manufacture, placing on the market and use of 
medicated feed 

Consideration of draft opinion 

After veterinary 
prescriptions, 
medicated feed 
is an important 
route for 
administering 
veterinary 
medicines to 
animals. The 
proposal aims 
to harmonise the production standards and 
marketing of medicated feed in the EU at an 
appropriate safety level, and to reflect technical 
and scientific progress in this area. The proposed 
rules, which also include medicated food for pets in 
their scope, will ensure that medicated feed can only 
be manufactured from specifically authorised 
veterinary medicines and by approved 
manufacturers. Particular attention is also put to 
fighting the development of antimicrobial resistance 
(AMR).  

The rapporteur suggests tightening some of the 
suggested provisions, including on: the definitions of 
treatments, the prohibition of prophylactic use of 
antimicrobials, and a reduction of the supplied 
quantity of medicated feed containing antimicrobials 
to 1 week. 

The deadline for amendments is 24 April 2015, with a 
vote in ENVI envisaged for 17 June 2015. 

Rapporteur: Lins (EPP)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Szanyi (S&D), Nicholson (ECR), Huitema (ALDE), Häusling 
(Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD) 

 
 

Exchange of views with Mr Jyrki Katainen, 
Commissioner for Jobs, Growth, Investment and 
Competitiveness 

 

The Commission Vice-
President for Jobs, Growth, 
Investment and 
Competitiveness was invited 
for an exchange of views 
with the ENVI Committee, in 
the context of the 
structured dialogue.  
 

The topics of discussion will include the 2015 
Commission Work Programme and the priorities for 
2016. 

 

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0376(NLE)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0376(NLE)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0376(NLE)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pr/1052/1052443/1052443en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/58758/Elisabetta_GARDINI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0376(NLE)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125110/NIKOS_ANDROULAKIS_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124960/IAN_DUNCAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/Gerben-Jan_GERBRANDY.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124844/PIERNICOLA_PEDICINI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pr/1053/1053639/1053639en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96816/GIOVANNI_LA+VIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/0151(NLE)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125110/NIKOS_ANDROULAKIS_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96956/Julie_GIRLING.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/Gerben-Jan_GERBRANDY.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124844/PIERNICOLA_PEDICINI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pa/1045/1045258/1045258en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124808/NORBERT_LINS_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/0255(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124703/TIBOR_SZANYI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1318/JAMES_NICHOLSON_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/58789/Jan%20HUITEMA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96752/MARTIN_HAUSLING_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124844/PIERNICOLA_PEDICINI_home.html
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The European environment – state and outlook 
2015  

Presentation by the European Environment Agency 

Hans Bruyninckx, 
Executive Director 
of the European 

Environment 
Agency (EEA), has 
been invited to 
present the EEA’s 

five-yearly flagship report “The European 
environment – state and outlook 2015” (SOER 
2015). SOER 2015, published on 3 March 2015, is an 
integrated assessment of Europe’s environment. It 
also includes assessments and data at global, regional 
and country levels, as well as cross-country 
comparisons. 

According to the SOER 2015, Europe’s environment 
and climate policies have delivered substantial 
benefits, improving the environment and quality of 
life, while driving innovation, job creation and 
growth. Europeans enjoy cleaner air and water, less 
waste is sent to landfill and more resources are 
recycled. 

Despite these gains, Europe still faces a range of 
persistent and growing environmental challenges. 
Europe remains a long way from achieving the 
objective of ‘living well within the limits of the 
planet’ by 2050, as set out in the 7th Environment 
Action Programme. Although we use natural 
resources more efficiently than previously, we are 
still degrading the resource base that we rely on in 
Europe and across the world. Problems such as 
biodiversity loss and climate change remain major 
threats. 

Addressing these challenges will require fundamental 
changes in the systems of production and 
consumption that are the root cause of 
environmental problems, and new approaches that 
respond to the systemic nature of many 
environmental problems. 

The report concludes that although full 
implementation of existing policies will be essential, 
the environmental policies currently in place and 
economic and technology-driven efficiency gains will 
not be sufficient to achieve Europe’s 2050 vision. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From COP 21 Paris to 2050: a roadmap towards an 
innovative low-carbon, resource-efficient Europe 

Interparliamentary committee meeting  

The Interparliamentary 
Committee Meeting brings 
together Members of the 
ENVI Committee of the 
European Parliament and 
Members of the 
environment committees 
of the National 
Parliaments of the 
Member States. 

The event will be divided into 2 sessions. The first 
session will focus on the challenges, stakes and the 
role of European environmental diplomacy towards 
the international climate change conference that 
will take place in Paris in December 2015 (COP 21). 
This session will be the first step of a series of 
initiatives by the EP to help preparing its position 
ahead of the COP21. As the EU will be not only 
hosting the conference but will also be one of the 
key players in the negotiations, this session will be of 
great importance to discuss the views of both the 
European Parliament and the National Parliaments 
with regard to the main elements of the future 
agreement.  

The second session will be dedicated to considering 
how we can turn, in the longer term beyond COP 21, 
the EU into a resource-efficient, green, and 
competitive low-carbon economy, in line with the 
objectives of the Seventh Environment Action 
Programme adopted in December 2013. The 
discussions will focus on the state of play and on the 
leads to achieve this ambitious goal. 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/dv/1055/1055043/1055043en.pdf
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA)  

‘The European environment – state and 
outlook 2015’ flagship report is made up 
of two reports and 87 online briefings. 
These comprise the ‘Synthesis’ report and 

the ‘Assessment of global megatrends’ report, 
complemented by 11 global megatrends briefings, 25 
European briefings, nine cross-country comparison 
briefings, 39 country briefings (based on national 
state of environment reports), and three regional 
briefings. More in the EEA newsletter  
 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

ECHA published its first annual report 
on SVHC Roadmap implementation. 
The report describes the main 
achievements and progress since the 

adoption of the so-called SVHC Roadmap in February 
2014. This roadmap provides an EU-wide commitment 
for having all relevant currently known substances of 
very high concern (SVHCs) included in the REACH 
Candidate List by 2020. Several hundred substances 
were reviewed in 2014. More 

 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and 
Control (ECDC) 

Influenza is a subject of permanent 
concern and has to be monitored very 
closely on a daily basis. To keep you 
updated read ECDC's Flu news. More  

 
 
 

 
 
European Medicines Agency (EMA)  
 

European Medicines Agency’s 
Pharmacovigilance Risk 
Assessment Committee (PRAC) 
has recommended restrictions 
on the use of codeine-

containing medicines for cough and cold in children 
because of the risk of serious side effects with these 
medicines, including the risk of breathing problems. 
More 

 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)  

 
    EFSA published on 18 March a report 

on the risk assessment of Ebola 
transmission from the consumption of 

raw foods – such as plants, fruits and vegetables – 
legally imported into the EU from African countries. 
To date there have been no reported human cases of 
Ebola infection from the consumption of these foods, 
and none of the steps necessary for the virus to be 
transmitted though food has ever been reported. 
EFSA experts identify several knowledge and data 
gaps – for example for how long the virus could 
survive in food. They conclude that there is no 
evidence that the Ebola virus can be transmitted 
through food in the European Union. More 
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European Parliament, Directorate General for Internal Policies of the Union, Secretariat of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety - 
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Legal disclaimer   
The items contained herein are drafted by the ENVI Committee Secretariat and are provided for general information purposes only. The content is indicative and 
subject to changes. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the 

ENVI Committee. The newsletter contains links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The ENVI Committee does not necessarily 
endorse the views expressed on these websites. 

Subscription 
If you wish to receive the ENVI newsletter, please send an email with your contact details and the subject "newsletter" to: envi-
secretariat@europarl.europa.eu To sign up for ENVI committee press releases or for media enquiries, please write to envi-
press@europarl.europa.eu 

Watch online 
Watch the Committee meeting live on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. Past meetings are available via the EP Live multimedia 
library and you can also download the extracts of speeches. 

Do you need more information? 
Contact the ENVI Secretariat: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or visit the website of the ENVI Committee.  

Next meeting of the ENVI Committee 
13-14 April 2015 (Brussels) 
See also the 2015 meeting dates for future meetings. 
 
Further information sources 
The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, information notes and workshop proceedings; to contact them, write to 
Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The EP Library regularly prepares briefings summarising information related to 

topical subjects. Find the latest updates via the links briefings and blog.  

http://www.eea.europa.eu/
http://europeanenvironmentagencyeea.cmail2.com/t/d-l-ykththd-jjpurkkl-k/
http://europeanenvironmentagencyeea.cmail2.com/t/d-l-ykththd-jjpurkkl-k/
http://www.eea.europa.eu/articles/europe-shouldnt-be-afraid-of/
http://echa.europa.eu/
http://echa.europa.eu/view-article/-/journal_content/title/echa-focuses-on-substances-that-matter-mostt
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/Pages/home.aspx
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/seasonal_influenza/epidemiological_data/Pages/Latest_surveillance_data.aspx
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/home/Home_Page.jsp&mid=
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/news_and_events/news/2015/03/news_detail_002287.jsp&mid=WC0b01ac058004d5c1
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/press/news/150318.htm
mailto:envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:envi-press@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:envi-press@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/schedule/schedule
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/home.aspx
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search
mailto:envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/ENVI/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201410/20141003ATT90482/20141003ATT90482EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studies.html
mailto:Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegistreWeb/search/typedoc.htm?language=EN&&code_type_docu=BBRI&sortBy=datedocu&orderBy=1&currentPage=1
http://libraryeuroparl.wordpress.com/category/what-we-do/environment/

