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CHAIR'S WELCOME 

The next meeting of the 
ENVI Committee will be 
taking place in Brussels 
on 6-7 May 2015. The 
Committee is expected 
to vote on a draft 
report on the limitation 
of emissions from 
medium combustion 
plants and on the EU 
ratification of the Doha 

Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol to the UNFCCC and 
of Iceland's participation in the second commitment 
period of that Protocol. Members will also vote on 
draft opinions on organic farming, on the Green 
Employment Initiative and on procedures and 
practices regarding Commissioners’ hearings. 

In addition, the Committee will consider the 
veterinary medicines package and draft reports on 
emissions from road vehicles and on the follow-up to 
the European Citizens' Initiative "Right2Water". They 
will also consider draft opinions regarding sustainable 
urban mobility, monitoring the application of EU 
Law, and the mandate for the trilogue on the 2016 
Budget. 

Finally, I would like to draw your attention to a 
public hearing the AGRI committee is organising with 
the involvement of ENVI, ITRE, and PETI on the 
European Citizens' Initiative "Stop Vivisection". It will 
take place on 11 May from 15:00 to 18:30, in 
Brussels. 

Giovanni La Via 

 

MEETING PREVIEW 

Limitation of emissions of certain pollutants into 
the air from medium combustion plants 

Adoption of draft report 

The Commission 
proposal puts forward 
provisions to limit 
emissions of sulphur 
dioxide, nitrogen 
oxides and particulate 
matter from medium 
combustion plants 
(with a rated thermal 
input between 1 and 
50 MW). It is designed 
to reduce pollution significantly by setting limit 

values for new and existing installations, together 
with a simple registration scheme, in order to help 
deliver a significant part of Member States' emission 
reduction obligations and avoid possible trade-offs 
between air quality and increased biomass use. 

 
In his draft report, the Rapporteur tables 49 
amendments aimed at avoiding double regulation 
and excessive administrative burden, also amending 
emission limit values on the principle of cost 
efficiency, and distinguishing further between 
categories of plants by rated thermal input. 
 
Members have tabled 427 amendments on all 
aspects of the Commission proposal. Amendments 
address the scope of the directive, the emission 
limit values as well as the provisions on zones not 
complying with EU air quality limit values. Some 
amendments aim at clarifying the relation between 
the proposed Directive and the Industrial Emissions 
Directive as well as introduce aggregation rules for 
combination of medium combustion plants. There are 
also a number of amendments on the timeline for the 
application of the proposed Directive. A number of 
compromise amendments have been negotiated. 
 
Rapporteur: Grzyb (EPP)    Procedure file  
Shadows: Paolucci (S&D), Wiśniewska (ECR), Huitema (ALDE), Rivasi 
(Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD), Torres Martines (GUE/NGL) 

 

Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change: Doha Amendment 
and joint fulfilment of commitments 

Adoption of draft recommendation 

In December 2012, at the 
Doha Climate Change 
Conference, the 192 Parties 
to the Kyoto Protocol to the 
UNFCCC adopted an 
amendment to the Kyoto 
Protocol. This ‘Doha 
Amendment’ establishes a 
second commitment period 
under the Kyoto Protocol, 
starting on 1 January 2013 and ending on 31 
December 2020, with legally binding emission 
reduction commitments for the Parties listed in its 
Annex B. Under the Doha Amendment, the European 
Union, its Member States and Iceland commit to limit 
their average annual greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
in the years 2013 to 2020 to 80% of their base year 
emissions (mostly 1990). 

In her draft recommendation, the Rapporteur 
proposes to the Committee to give its consent to the 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/oj/1056/1056805/1056805en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96816/GIOVANNI_LA+VIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96816/GIOVANNI_LA+VIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pr/1048/1048404/1048404en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23785/ANDRZEJ_GRZYB_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0442(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124849/MASSIMO_PAOLUCCI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124877/JADWIGA_WISNIEWSKA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/58789/Jan%20HUITEMA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96743/Mich%25C3%25A8le_RIVASI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124844/PIERNICOLA_PEDICINI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/131749/ESTEFANIA_TORRES+MARTINEZ_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0376(NLE)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0376(NLE)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0376(NLE)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pr/1052/1052443/1052443en.pdf
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draft Council Decision to ratify the Doha 
amendment to the Kyoto protocol. 

Rapporteur: Gardini (EPP)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Androulakis (S&D), Duncan (ECR), Gerbrandy (ALDE), 
Eickhout (Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD) 

 

Agreement concerning Iceland's participation in 
the second commitment period of the Kyoto 
Protocol to the UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change 

Adoption of draft recommendation 

Since Iceland is not an EU Member State, the terms 
of joint fulfilment concerning its participation to the 
Doha amendment establishing a second 
commitment period under the Kyoto Protocol had 
to be laid down in a separate international 
agreement. The proposed Council Decision provides 
therefore the basis for the conclusion of the 
agreement between the European Union and Iceland, 
concerning Iceland's participation in the joint 
fulfilment.  

The Rapporteur proposes to consent to the draft 
Council Decision to ratify the agreement. 

Rapporteur: La Via (EPP)   Procedure file  

Shadows: Androulakis (S&D), Girling (ECR), Gerbrandy (ALDE), 
Eickhout (Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD) 

 

Organic production and labelling of organic 
products, amendment to Regulation (EU) No 
XXX/XXX of the European Parliament and of the 
Council Official Controls Regulation and repeal of 
Council Regulation (EC) No 834/2007 

Adoption of draft opinion 

In its proposal, adopted on 
24 March 2014, the 
Commission suggests to 
improve current 
legislation applicable to 
organic production and 
labelling of organic 
products. The Commission 
proposes to 1) repeal 
Regulation (EC) No 

834/2007 on organic production and labelling of 
organic products and replace it with a new 
Regulation and 2) to amend Regulation (EU) No 
XXX/XXX on official controls (currently still under 
negotiation). The proposal is accompanied by an 
impact assessment and an Action plan for the future 
of organic production in the European Union. 
 
The Rapporteur for opinion tabled 47 amendments 
focusing on increased flexibility (in particular in 
relation to the mandatory use of organic seeds, rules 
for greenhouse cultivation and the prohibition of 
mixed farms), additional animal welfare elements, 
the introduction of the polluter pays principle as 

well as a self-control and external auditing system 
(according to which the auditor would be held 
financially liable in case of non-compliance).  
 
365 additional amendments were tabled in the 
Committee, and 10 compromise amendments were 
negotiated (among others, on mixed farms, animal 
welfare, and the presence of unauthorised 
substances and controls). 
 
Rapporteur: Pietikäinen (EPP)  Procedure file  
Shadows: Schaldemose (S&D), Nicholson (ECR), Jäätteenmäki 
(ALDE), Eck (GUE), Auken (Greens/EFA), Evi (EFDD) 
 

Green Employment Initiative: Tapping into the job 
creation potential of the green economy 

Adoption of draft opinion 

The ENVI opinion will feed into the own-initiative 
report  on the Commission 
Communication on the 
Green Employment 
Initiative. 
 
In her draft opinion, the 
Rapporteur highlights that 
the creation of green jobs in 
the EU is linked to the 

implementation of environmental legislation, for 
example on waste, and to instruments such as the 
Ecolabel, EMAS and green public procurement 
(GPP). She is also of the view that tax harmonisation 
should shift the tax burden from labour to 
consumption and take account of the environmental 
impact of goods and services. Further, the 
Commission should set mandatory energy-saving and 
efficiency targets and reintroduce white certificates, 
with special focus on building modernisation. Member 
States should finance low-interest revolving funds 
and develop programmes to protect, sustain and 
regenerate the environment. 

118 amendments were tabled covering all aspects of 
the draft opinions and there are 13 compromise 
amendments. 

 
Rapporteur: Evi (EFDD)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Petir (EPP), Androulakis (S&D), Duncan (ECR), Bearder 

(ALDE), Konečná (GUE), Škrlec (Greens/EFA) 
 

Procedures and practices regarding Commissioner 
Hearings, lessons to be taken from the 2014 
process 

Adoption of draft opinion 

The Committee on 
Constitutional Affairs 
(AFCO) is preparing an 
own-initiative report to 
evaluate the conduct of 
the hearings of 
Commissioners-designate 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/58758/Elisabetta_GARDINI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0376(NLE)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125110/NIKOS_ANDROULAKIS_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124960/IAN_DUNCAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/Gerben-Jan_GERBRANDY.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124844/PIERNICOLA_PEDICINI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pr/1053/1053639/1053639en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96816/GIOVANNI_LA+VIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/0151(NLE)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125110/NIKOS_ANDROULAKIS_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96956/Julie_GIRLING.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/Gerben-Jan_GERBRANDY.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124844/PIERNICOLA_PEDICINI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pa/1049/1049003/1049003en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/40599/Sirpa_PIETIKÄINEN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/0100(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/37312/CHRISTEL_SCHALDEMOSE_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1318/JAMES_NICHOLSON_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28314/ANNELI_JAATTEENMAKI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124863/STEFAN_ECK_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28161/Margrete_AUKEN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124779/ELEONORA_EVI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/organes/envi/envi_20150506_0900.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124779/ELEONORA_EVI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/2238(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124749/MARIJANA_PETIR_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125110/NIKOS_ANDROULAKIS_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124960/IAN_DUNCAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124756/DAVOR_SKRLEC_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pa/1052/1052394/1052394en.pdf
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in 2014, with a view in particular to assessing 
whether any changes to the Rules of Procedure 
would be appropriate. 

The ENVI Committee was the responsible Committee 
in respect of a number of hearings. In his draft 
opinion the Rapporteur looks inter alia at issues 
concerning the format of the hearings and the 
evaluation process.  There are 41 amendments and 
three compromise amendments (covering the format 
of the hearings, the evaluation meetings and the 
deadlines applicable to the evaluation statements). 

Rapporteur: Patriciello (EPP)  Procedure file 
Shadows: Borzan (S&D), Girling (ECR), Gerbrandy (ALDE), Eickhout 
(Greens/EFA), Mazuronis (EFDD) 

 

Veterinary medicinal products 

Consideration of draft report 

At present, there is an 
insufficient number and 
range of medicines to 
prevent and treat diseases 
in animals in the EU. This is 
especially the case for 
animals considered as 
“minor species” such as 
bees, fish and turkeys. The 
lack of suitable veterinary 
medicines results in poorer 
animal health and welfare, 
increased risks for human 
health, and economic and 
competitive disadvantages for EU farmers. 

The draft regulation on veterinary medicinal 
products published by the Commission in September 
2014 is a total overhaul of the existing rules set out 
in Directive 2001/82/EC and Regulation EC 726/2004. 
It will regulate the authorisation, manufacturing, 
marketing, distribution, drug safety and use of 
veterinary medicinal products over their lifetime. 
The proposed Regulation builds upon existing EU 
rules for veterinary medicines which ensure that only 
medicines that have been granted a marketing 
authorisation can be placed on the market. However, 
rules are simplified to ensure the development of 
suitable medicines for animals in the EU, including 
for the “minor species”. This reduction in red tape 
will concern both the marketing authorisation 
procedure and the monitoring of side effects. 

In her draft report, the Rapporteur tables 106 
amendments aimed at improving access to medicinal 
products and make them more widely available, to 
boost incentives to encourage innovation, to tackle 
antibiotic resistance and to protect the 
environment. 

Rapporteur: Grossetête (PPE)  Procedure file 
Shadows: Tănăsescu (S&D), Piecha (ECR), Paulsen (ALDE), Kyllönen 
(GUE/NGL), Häussling (Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD) 

Amendment to Regulation (EC) No 726/2004 laying 
down Community procedures for the authorisation 
and supervision of medicinal products for human 
and veterinary use and establishing a European 
Medicines Agency 

Consideration of draft report 

Regulation (EC) No 726/2004 must be amended to 
take account of the fact that the accompanying draft 
regulation on veterinary medicinal products 
decouples the centralised marketing authorisation for 
veterinary products from that for medicines for 
humans. The new Regulation will cover all routes 
granting marketing authorisation for veterinary 
medicinal products in the Union. The Regulation also 
needs to be aligned to Articles 290/291 of the Treaty 
on Implementing/Delegated Acts.  

The Rapporteur proposes that the structure and level 
of the fees payable to the European Medicines 
Agency, as well as the remuneration to the national 
competent authorities, are decided via the ordinary 
legislative procedure instead of implementing acts. 
He also tables amendments to clarify the different 
sources of Agency revenues for both human and 
veterinary med icinal products and to afford the 
Agency the right to have access to other sources of 
financing to support its work on public health 
projects. 

Rapporteur: Tănăsescu (S&D) Procedure file 
Shadows: Cirio (PPE), Piecha (ECR), Meissner (ALDE), Kyllönen 
(GUE/NGL), Häussling (Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD) 
 
 

Reduction of pollutant emissions from road 
vehicles 

Consideration of draft report 

The Commission 
proposal on the 
reduction of 

pollutant 
emissions from 
road vehicles 
focuses on areas 

where market and regulatory failures hinder 
addressing the overarching challenges of improving 
the EU's air quality and addressing the Better 
Regulation Agenda. 

The proposed measures include: flexibility for 
vehicles which are close to the limit between 
different categories to fall within the scope of light 
passenger and commercial vehicles; the possibility 
to include methane in the calculation of CO2 
emissions; changing the Total Hydrocarbons 
emission limit in order to facilitate the introduction 
of natural gas vehicles into the market; a specific 
emission limit for nitrogen dioxide (NO2), which 
causes most air quality problems in  urban areas; a 
change of tailpipe emission limits after a cold start 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/36392/ALDO_PATRICIELLO_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2015/2040(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/112748/BILJANA_BORZAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96956/Julie_GIRLING.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/Gerben-Jan_GERBRANDY.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
http://www.europarl.europahttp/www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124768/VALENTINAS_MAZURONIS_home.html.eu/meps/en/124768/VALENTINAS_MAZURONIS_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pr/1054/1054318/1054318en.pdf
httphttp://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/2025/Françoise_GROSSETÊTE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/0257(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96847/CLAUDIU%20CIPRIAN_TANASESCU.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124874/BOLESLAW+G._PIECHA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4270/MARIT_PAULSEN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124736/MERJA_KYLLONEN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96752/MARTIN_HAUSLING_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124844/PIERNICOLA_PEDICINI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pr/1055/1055062/1055062en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96847/CLAUDIU%20CIPRIAN_TANASESCU.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/0256(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124772/ALBERTO_CIRIO_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124874/BOLESLAW+G._PIECHA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96870/GESINE_MEISSNER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124736/MERJA_KYLLONEN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96752/MARTIN_HAUSLING_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124844/PIERNICOLA_PEDICINI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pr/1045/1045459/1045459en.pdf
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at low temperature, and the deletion of ammonia 
emission limits for spark ignition engines. 

The Rapporteur does not agree with the proposed 
inclusion of methane into the CO2 emissions of cars 
nor does he agree with a separate NO2 emission limit. 
He increases the flexibility proposed by the 
Commission for heavy-duty vehicles which are close 
to the light-duty limit to fall under the scope of light 
vehicles and to be type-approved as such. 

Rapporteur: Dess (EPP)   Procedure file 
Shadows: Dalli (S&D), Dohrmann (ECR), Torvalds (ALDE) Torres 
Martínez (GUE/NGL), Taylor (ALDE), Evi (EFDD) 
 

Follow up to the European Citizens' Initiative 
Right2Water 

Consideration of draft report 

On 17 February 2014, the 
ENVI Committee organised 
the first public hearing of a 
successful European Citizens' 
Initiative, 'Right2Water', 
which generated widespread 
public interest across many 
Member States. 
 
The ECI organisers presented 
and debated the 3 key goals 
of the initiative: 1) 
"Guaranteed water and 
sanitation for all in the EU", 2) "Global access to 
water and sanitation for all", and 3) "No liberalisation 
of water services". 

In its communication of 19 March 2014, the 
Commission committed inter alia to launching a 
public consultation on the Drinking Water Directive, 
reinforcing the implementation of existing water 
quality legislation, improving transparency in the 
water sector, and advocating for universal access to 
safe water and sanitation as a priority for future 
SDGs. 

The draft report calls for the recognition and full 
implementation of the human right to water and 
sanitation, and for a permanent exclusion of water 
and sanitation from internal market rules and the 
full integration of universal access to water and 
sanitation in EU development policies. Additionally, 
the draft report seeks to enhance public 
participation and transparency in water service 
provision, and encourage solidarity measures 
directed at vulnerable populations. Moreover, the 
rapporteur welcomes the large mobilisation of 
citizens in several Member States, and views the ECI 
as a means of promoting participatory democracy at 
the EU level. 

Rapporteur: Boylan (GUE)    Procedure file  
Shadows: Herranz García (EPP), García Pérez (S&D), 
Dohrmann (ECR), Faria (ALDE), Turmes (Greens/EFA), 
Affronte (EFDD) 

Sustainable Urban Mobility 

Consideration of draft opinion 

The Commission's communication “Together towards 
competitive and resource-efficient urban mobility” 
aims to reinforce the support to European cities for 
tackling urban mobility challenges, to ensure that 
Europe's urban areas develop along a more 
sustainable path and that EU goals for a competitive 
and resource-efficient European transport system 
are met. According to the communication, it is also 
crucial to overcome fragmented approaches and 
develop the single market for innovative urban 
mobility solutions by addressing issues like common 
standards and specifications or joint procurement.  

The Rapporteur for opinion indicates the need for 
Member States to facilitate teleworking and inter-
modal transport system and to develop widespread 
electric vehicle charging facilities. Bicycles should 
also be given right of way over motor vehicles, 
amending the Vienna convention on Road Traffic, and 
the award of contracts for transport and logistics 
should be conditional on the application of the 
highest sustainability criteria. 

Rapporteur: Evi (EFDD)   Procedure file  

Shadows: Patriciello (EPP), Briano (S&D), Girling (ECR), Meissner 

(ALDE), Taylor (ALDE) 
 
 

2016 Budget – Mandate for the Trilogue 

Consideration of draft opinion 

In his draft opinion for the BUDG Committee on the 
mandate for the trilogue on the 2016 budget, the 
Rapporteur for opinion recalls that climate and 
resource efficiency mainstreaming is of horizontal 
importance in all EU policies with a view to achieving 
the goals set by the Europe 2020 strategy and 
highlights, further, the importance of health. 

He calls on Parliament’s delegation to the trilogue to 
emphasise the importance of the full 
implementation of the budget lines dedicated to 
environment, climate change, public health and 
food safety despite their size in budgetary terms and 
points out that reductions to the budgetary 
programming for these lines must be rejected and 
that a proper balance between commitment and 
payment appropriations must be found in order to 
allow these policies to reach their full potential. 

Finally, the Rapporteur recalls that decentralised 
agencies under the ENVI committee’s remit (EFSA, 
EMA, EEA, ECDC, ECHA) have a paramount role and 
must be given the necessary financial and human 
resources to fulfil their mandate and execute the 
tasks and competences conferred on them. 

Rapporteur: La Via (EPP)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Girling (ECR) 
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/131749/ESTEFANIA_TORRES+MARTINEZ_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/131749/ESTEFANIA_TORRES+MARTINEZ_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/112620/Rebecca_TAYLOR.html
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28298/IRATXE_GARCIA+PEREZ_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124878/JORN_DOHRMANN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125101/JOSE+INACIO_FARIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4432/CLAUDE_TURMES_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124797/MARCO_AFFRONTE_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pa/1057/1057703/1057703en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124779/ELEONORA_EVI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/2242(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/36392/ALDO_PATRICIELLO_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124787/RENATA_BRIANO_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96956/Julie_GIRLING.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96870/GESINE_MEISSNER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/112620/Rebecca_TAYLOR.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/dv/1058/1058719/1058719en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96816/GIOVANNI_LA+VIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2015/2074(BUD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96956/Julie_GIRLING.html
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30th and 31st annual reports on monitoring the 
application of EU law (2012-2013) 

Consideration of draft opinion 

In its 30th and 31st 
annual reports on 
monitoring the 
application of EU 
Law, the Commission 
provides detailed 
information about its 
monitoring of the 
transposition and 

application of EU law by the Member States in 2012 
and 2013. The reports contain quantitative data 
about all cases in which the Commission has 
investigated possible infringements of EU law by 
Member States. The environment figures 
prominently among the policy fields in which the 
most infringements were investigated and detected, 
and health was also a policy field with a large 
number of infringement cases. 

In her draft opinion, the Rapporteur deplores the 
high number of infringements in the areas of 
environmental and health legislation. She underlines 
that the improvement of implementation is one of 
the priorities of the 7th Environmental Action 
Programme and warns against lowering the level of 
ambition of environmental legislation. Moreover, she 
calls for proposals on access to justice in 
environmental matters and on environmental 
inspections. 

Rapporteur: Guteland (S&D)   Procedure file  

Shadows: Vandenkendelaere (EPP), Dohrmann (ECR), Huitema 

(ALDE), Konečná (GUE/NGL) Eickhout (Greens/EFA) 

 

Objection to a comitology measure on the removal 
from the Union list of certain flavouring 
substances 

Consideration of draft motion for a resolution 

The objectors oppose a draft Commission regulation 
adopted under the regulatory procedure with 
scrutiny which would amend Annex I to the flavouring 
Regulation (EC) No 1334/2008 to remove from the 
authorised Union list certain flavouring substances.  

The objectors contend that the Commission has 
removed from the list five substances on the basis 
that data was submitted to the European Food Safety 
Authority (EFSA) after the deadline whereas other 
substances, for which additional scientific data was 
submitted but not yet evaluated by EFSA, are not 
being removed from the Union list.  The objectors 
argue that those five substances are being used in 16 
different food categories and over 2000 flavouring 
formulations and their removal would entail costly 
and complex reformulations and have significant 

economic and trade implications. The objectors 
therefore argue that the draft Commission Regulation 
does not respect the principle of proportionality. 

Objectors: Sommer (EPP), Gardini (EPP)  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pa/1057/1057863/1057863en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124991/JYTTE_GUTELAND_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/2253%28INI%29&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/129164/TOM_VANDENKENDELAERE_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124878/JORN_DOHRMANN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/58789/JAN_HUITEMA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/BAS_EICKHOUT_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/dv/1058/1058719/1058719en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4282/RENATE_SOMMER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/58758/ELISABETTA_GARDINI_home.html


 
 

ENVI News / May 2015/ Issue No7 

 
6 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA)  

The EU's eastern neighbours have achieved 
progress in developing systems for 
collecting environmental information, 
according to a recently published analysis. 

However, they need to strengthen further their 
capacities to be able to produce regular, policy-
relevant and indicator-based state of the 
environment reports. More 

 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

The European Chemicals Agency 
organises its 10th Stakeholders' Day 
on 27 May 2015 in Helsinki. The 
conference offers participants the 

chance to hear the latest news and updates from 
ECHA, European industry associations and NGOs. The 
event takes place in conjunction with the annual 
Helsinki Chemicals Forum taking place from 28 to 29 
May. More 
 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and 
Control (ECDC) 

Public health threats are monitored on a 
daily basis by ECDC and include the 
classical recurrent seasonal threats but 
also other more occasional diseases.  

ECDC publishes its weekly review available for the 
public on its website. More 
 
 
 

 
 
European Medicines Agency (EMA)  

 
The EMA published its 2014 
annual report. In 2014, the 
Agency recommended 102 
new medicines for marketing 

authorisation, both for human (82) and animal (20) 
use. The capacity for safety monitoring has been 
strengthened as patients, healthcare professionals 
and companies followed up on their commitment to 
report side effects to the Agency. The report also 
highlights some of the EMA initiatives of 2014. More 

 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)  

 
    In January 2015 EFSA’s Panel on Plant 

Health published a Scientific Opinion 
which concluded that Xylella 

fastidiosa presents a major risk to plants in the EU 
territory and that its eradication is unlikely to 
succeed in areas where the pest is widely 
established. It recommended that further research 
be carried out on the outbreak in Apulia (Southern 
Italy). Following the publication of this risk-
assessment, EFSA carried out a new analysis whose 
main finding is that there is currently no scientific 
evidence to support the suggestion that fungi rather 
than the bacterium Xylella fastidiosa are the primary 
cause of the olive quick decline syndrome observed 
in Apulia.  More 
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