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CHAIR'S WELCOME 

The next meeting of the 
ENVI Committee will be 
taking place in Brussels on 
26 May 2015.  

The Committee will vote 
on the outcome of the 
negotiations with the 
Council on the ETS market 
stability reserve, on a 

draft report on maximum permitted levels of 
radioactive contamination of food and feed, and on a 
comitology objection on the removal of certain 
flavouring substances from the authorised Union list. 
Members will also consider a draft report on 
emissions from non-road mobile machinery and the 
amendments tabled to a draft report on circular 
economy. 

A joint AGRI-ENVI Committee meeting will follow, 
where Members will consider the amendments tabled 
to a draft report on the cloning of animals for 
farming purposes. 
 
Giovanni La Via 

 

MEETING PREVIEW 
 

Establishment and operation of a market stability 
reserve for the Union greenhouse gas emission 
trading scheme  

Adoption of outcome of negotiations with the Council 

The outcome of the 
negotiations between 
Parliament and Council on the 
proposal to make structural 
changes to the emissions 
trading system (ETS) to 
address the surplus of 
emission allowances will be 
put to the vote.  

According to the compromise text, the starting date 
of the market stability reserve (MSR) will be 1 
January 2019; the backloaded allowances 
(amounting to 900 million) will be placed in the 
reserve; the unallocated allowances (amounting to 
+/- 600 million) will be placed in the reserve in 2020, 
subject to the overall review of the ETS Directive; 
an innovation fund of 50 million allowances will be 
considered in the context of the review to promote 
low-carbon industrial innovation projects; and as 
regards carbon leakage, the review should consider 

harmonised arrangements to compensate for indirect 
costs at Union level. 

Rapporteur: Belet (EPP)     Procedure file  

Shadows: Groote (S&D), Duncan (ECR), Gerbrandy (ALDE), Kyllönen 
(GUE/NGL), Eickhout (Greens/EFA), Evi (EFDD) 
 

Maximum permitted levels of radioactive 
contamination of food and feed following a 
nuclear accident or any other case of radiological 
emergency 

Adoption of draft report 

The proposed Council 
Regulation lays down the 
maximum permitted levels of 
radioactive contamination of 
food and feed that may be 
placed on the market 
following a nuclear accident 
or another radiological 
emergency and sets out the 
procedures to apply those 
maximum levels. In her draft 
report, the rapporteur calls for a change of the legal 
basis to fully involve the Parliament as co-legislator 
and seeks to strengthen the requirements for the 
Commission to review and inform about the 
implementing measures adopted in relation to an 
accident, as well as to update the regulation's 
annexes prescribing the permitted levels.  

The 92 amendments tabled by ENVI Members aim, in 
particular, at setting stricter maximum permitted 
levels, strengthening controls in Member States and 
providing more comprehensive information to the 
general public about the maximum levels applicable 
to particular foodstuffs. Six compromise amendments 
were negotiated on the major aspects of the report.  

Rapporteur: Herranz García (EPP)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Tănăsescu (S&D), Girling (ECR), Paulsen (ALDE), Juaristi 
Abaunz (GUE/NGL), Rivasi (Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD) 

 

Emission limits and type-approval for internal 
combustion engines for non-road mobile 
machinery 

Consideration of draft report 

The Commission’s 
proposal covers a 
large variety of 
combustion engines 
installed in 
machines ranging 
from handheld 
equipment, 
construction machinery and generating sets to 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/oj/1061/1061897/1061897en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96816/GIOVANNI_LA+VIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96816/GIOVANNI_LA+VIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/dv/ets_msr_annex_/ets_msr_annex_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28257/IVO_BELET_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/0011(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/34728/MATTHIAS_GROOTE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124960/IAN_DUNCAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/Gerben-Jan_GERBRANDY.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124736/MERJA_KYLLONEN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124779/ELEONORA_EVI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pr/1047/1047680/1047680en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/22418/ESTHER_HERRANZ+GARCIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0451(NLE)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96847/CLAUDIU%20CIPRIAN_TANASESCU.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96956/Julie_GIRLING.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4270/MARIT_PAULSEN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125051/IOSU_JUARISTI+ABAUNZ_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125051/IOSU_JUARISTI+ABAUNZ_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96743/Mich%25C3%25A8le_RIVASI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124844/PIERNICOLA_PEDICINI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pr/1060/1060425/1060425en.pdf
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railcars, locomotives and inland waterway vessels. All 
of those engines together are accountable for roughly 
15% of the NOx and 5% of the Particulate Matter 
emissions. 

Currently emission limits are set out in Directive 
97/68/EC, which has a restricted scope and is 
proposed to be replaced by a Regulation. Technology 
has evolved considerably since the last emission 
stages were introduced in 2004, and evidence has 
grown that the size of the particles of particulate 
matter is crucial for the health effects. Hence the 
new proposal introduces a Particulate Number limit 
in line with the developments in the road sector. 

The rapporteur agrees with the proposal, but asks for 
temporary exemptions in the case of mobile cranes, 
engines for inland waterway vessels and heavy 
machines manufactured by SMEs. Also engines which 
have a very long life time and represent a sizeable 
investment should be allowed to be replaced by an 
engine of an older emission stage. The report also 
aims to simplify procedures for manufacturers.    

Rapporteur: Gardini (EPP)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Dance (S&D), Duncan (ECR), Huitema (ALDE), Eck (GUE), 
Eickhout (Greens/EFA), Evi (EFDD) 

 
Resource efficiency: moving towards a circular 
economy 

Consideration of amendments (1-264), (265-478) to the draft report  

The draft report 
relates to the 
communications on a 
circular economy and 
on sustainable 
buildings, part of the 
"circular economy 
package" of July 2014. 

In her draft report, 
the Rapporteur calls for a binding resource 
efficiency target of 30% and for the development 
and use of resource efficiency indicators. She urges 
the Commission to propose a review of the 
Ecodesign Directive, including a broadening of its 
scope, and to submit a new proposal on the review 
of waste legislation by the end of 2015, including 
ambitious targets. As regards the building sector, she 
calls for further development of the policy 
framework on resource-efficient buildings, also with 
regard to renovation. She also requests the 
Commission to present a communication on 
sustainable food and the mobilisation of all EU 
funding to promote resource efficiency. 

478 amendments have been tabled, addressing all 
issues covered by the draft report. 

Rapporteur: Pietikäinen (EPP)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Paolucci (S&D), Demesmaeker (ECR), Gerbrandy (ALDE) 
Konečná (GUE), Turmes (Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD) 

Objection to a comitology measure on the removal 
from the Union list of certain flavouring 
substances 

Adoption of motion for a resolution 

The objectors oppose a draft Commission regulation 
adopted under the regulatory procedure with 
scrutiny which would amend Annex I to the flavouring 
Regulation (EC) No 1334/2008 to remove from the 
authorised Union list certain flavouring substances. 

The objectors contend that the Commission has 
removed from the list five substances on the basis 
that data was submitted to the European Food Safety 
Authority (EFSA) after the deadline whereas other 
substances, for which additional scientific data was 
submitted but not yet evaluated by EFSA, are not 
being removed from the Union list.  The objectors 
argue that those five substances are being used in 16 
different food categories and over 2000 flavouring 
formulations and their removal would entail costly 
and complex reformulations and have significant 
economic and trade implications. The objectors 
therefore argue that the draft Commission Regulation 
does not respect the principle of proportionality. 

Objectors: Sommer (EPP), Gardini (EPP)  

 

Cloning of animals of the bovine, porcine, ovine, 
caprine and equine species kept and reproduced 
for farming purposes 

Consideration of amendments 

The ENVI and AGRI 
committee will jointly 
consider the 136 
amendments tabled to 
a draft report on 
cloning. The 
Commission proposal 
aims to suspend the 
use of the cloning technique in the EU for farm 
animals, the placing on the market of live animal 
clones and embryo clones and (in an accompanying 
proposal for a Council Directive) the marketing of 
food, such as meat and milk, from animal clones. 

The Co-Rapporteurs propose to also prohibit the 
import and the placing on the market of the 
descendants of animal clones, and of the 
reproductive material and of the food coming from 
clones and their descendants. They wish to extend 
the scope to all species of farmed animals, and to 
turn the proposed Directive into a Regulation.  

 
Co-Rapporteurs: Sommer (EPP), Moi (EFDD) Procedure file  
Shadows: Ayuso (EPP), Aguilera Garcia (S&D), Sârbu (S&D), 
Nicholson (ECR), Wojciechowski (ECR), Federley (ALDE), Müller 
(ALDE), Eck (GUE), Hazekamp (GUE), Bove (Greens/EFA), 
Staes (Greens/EFA)  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/58758/Elisabetta_GARDINI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/0268(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124952/SEB_DANCE_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124960/IAN_DUNCAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/58789/Jan%20HUITEMA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124863/STEFAN_ECK_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124779/ELEONORA_EVI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/am/1059/1059509/1059509en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/am/1060/1060333/1060333en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pr/1055/1055309/1055309en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/40599/Sirpa_PIETIKÄINEN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/2208(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124849/MASSIMO_PAOLUCCI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/117477/MARK_DEMESMAEKER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/Gerben-Jan_GERBRANDY.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4432/CLAUDE_TURMES_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124844/PIERNICOLA_PEDICINI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/dv/1058/1058719/1058719en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4282/RENATE_SOMMER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/58758/ELISABETTA_GARDINI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/cj14/am/1059/1059173/1059173en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4282/RENATE_SOMMER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124859/GIULIA_MOI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0433(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4319/Pilar_AYUSO.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125045/CLARA+EUGENIA_AGUILERA+GARCIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/33989/Daciana%20Octavia_SÂRBU.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1318/JAMES_NICHOLSON_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23784/JANUSZ_WOJCIECHOWSKI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124989/FREDRICK_FEDERLEY_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124862/ULRIKE_MULLER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124863/STEFAN_ECK_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125023/ANJA_HAZEKAMP_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96744/JOSE_BOVE_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4751/Bart_STAES.html


 
 

ENVI News / May 2015/ Issue No8 

 
3 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA)  

EU Member States report every year on the 
application of the EU Emissions Trading 
System (ETS) Directive (Article 21(1) of the 
Directive). The EEA technical report on 
the application of the ETS Directive 

provides a synthesis of the country information 
submitted and considers where implementation is on 
track, where there is potential for improvement and 
where further information is required. It also 
provides an initial analysis of greenhouse gas 
emissions in relation to fuel consumption. More 
 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

The ECHA General Report for 2014 
is now available on the ECHA 
website. A seminar on Applications 
for Authorisation will be held in ECHA 

on 29-30 June 2015 with the purpose to improve 
future applicants' knowledge of the authorisation 
application procedure. More 
 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and 
Control (ECDC) 

ECDC continues working on Ebola and is 
looking for experienced staff to join its 
team in Guinea. Other recent highlights 
include a measles outbreak in Alsace 

(France), Salmonella and seasonal influenza. More 
 
 
 

 
 
European Medicines Agency (EMA)  

 
The Coordination Group for 
Mutual Recognition and 
Decentralised Procedures - 
Human (CMDh) has agreed by 

consensus new measures to minimise the risk of 
serious side effects, including breathing problems, 
with codeine-containing medicines when used for 
cough and cold in children. The new measures follow 
a review by EMA’s Pharmacovigilance Risk Assessment 
Committee (PRAC). More 

 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)  

 
    A conference on “Endocrine 

disruptors: criteria for identification 
and related impacts” organised by 

the European Commission will take place on 1 June 
2015 in Brussels. The aim of the conference is to 
inform Member States, Members of the European 
Parliament, third country representatives and 
stakeholders about the on-going impact assessment 
on criteria to identify endocrine disruptors and to 
provide a platform for further exchanges of views. 
The renewal of EU legislation on pesticides and 
biocides requires the definition of scientific criteria 
to identify “endocrine disruptors”. More 
 
 

 

 

 

About the editor 
European Parliament, Directorate General for Internal Policies of the Union, Secretariat of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety - 
Responsible administrators: Tihana Vujatović, Emiliano Imeroni: Responsible assistants: Irena Aramina, Marie-Christine Della Faille 

Legal disclaimer   
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Watch online 
Watch the Committee meeting live on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. Past meetings are available via the EP Live multimedia 
library and you can also download the extracts of speeches. 

Do you need more information? 
Contact the ENVI Secretariat: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or visit the website of the ENVI Committee.  

Next meeting of the ENVI Committee 
16-17 June 2015 (Brussels) 
See also the 2015 meeting dates for future meetings. 
 
Further information sources 
The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, information notes and workshop proceedings; to contact them, write to 
Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The EP Library regularly prepares briefings summarising information related to 

topical subjects. Find the latest updates via the links briefings and blog.  
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