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CHAIR'S WELCOME
The next meeting of
the ENVI Committee
will be taking place in
Brussels on 16-17 June
2015. The Committee
will vote on a draft
report on the circular
economy and on 4 draft
opinions covering a
wide range of topics:
the 2016 Budget,
sustainable urban

mobility, medicated feed and the monitoring of the
application of EU Law. Members will also decide on
the opening of interinstitutional negotiations on the
“official controls” file.

Moreover, they will consider a draft report on a new
international climate agreement in Paris and a draft
opinion on the European Energy Union. Members will
debate a draft opinion on the EU strategy for the
Adriatic and Ionian region and on the amendments
tabled to the draft report on the revision of the NEC
directive.

On 17 June 2015, exchanges of views will be held
with Mr Jose' Manuel Fernandes, General Rapporteur,
on the 2016 budget priorities and, from 16.00 to
17.00, with Mr Vella, Commissioner for the
Environment, Maritime Affairs and Fisheries on the
EU biodiversity policy. Additionally, representatives
from the ECDC and the WHO have been invited for a
discussion on vaccination. Finally, please allow me to
draw your attention to the next joint ENVI-AGRI
meeting that will take place on 17 June 2015 from
15.00 to 16.00 in Brussels, where Members will vote
on a draft report on the cloning of animals for
farming purposes.

Giovanni La Via

MEETING PREVIEW

Resource efficiency: moving towards a circular
economy

Adoption of draft report

The draft report relates
to the communications on
a circular economy and
on sustainable buildings,
which are part of the
"circular economy
package" of July 2014.

In her draft report, the Rapporteur calls for a binding
resource efficiency target of 30% and for the
development and use of resource efficiency
indicators. She urges the Commission to propose a
review of the Ecodesign Directive, including a
broadening of its scope, and to submit a new
proposal on the review of waste legislation by the
end of 2015, including ambitious targets. As regards
the building sector, she calls for further development
of the policy framework on resource-efficient
buildings, also with regard to renovation. She also
requests the Commission to present a communication
on sustainable food and the mobilisation of all EU
funding to promote resource efficiency.

478 amendments were tabled and the Rapporteur
has proposed over 30 compromise amendments,
addressing all issues covered by the draft report.
ITRE and EMPL contributed with two opinions.

Rapporteur: Pietikäinen (EPP) Procedure file
Shadows: Paolucci (S&D), Demesmaeker (ECR), Gerbrandy (ALDE)
Konečná (GUE), Turmes (Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD)

2016 Budget - Mandate for the Trilogue

Adoption of draft opinion

In his draft opinion for
the BUDG Committee on
the mandate for the
trilogue on the 2016
budget, the Rapporteur
for opinion recalls that
climate and resource
efficiency
mainstreaming is of
horizontal importance
in all EU policies with a view to achieving the goals
set by the Europe 2020 strategy and highlights,
further, the importance of health.

He calls on Parliament’s delegation to the trilogue to
emphasise the importance of the full implementation
of the budget lines dedicated to environment,
climate change, public health and food safety
despite their size in budgetary terms and points out
that reductions to the budgetary programming for
these lines must be rejected and that a proper
balance between commitment and payment
appropriations must be found in order to allow these
policies to reach their full potential.

Finally, the Rapporteur recalls that decentralised
agencies under the ENVI committee’s remit (EFSA,
EMA, EEA, ECDC, ECHA) have a paramount role and
must be given the necessary financial and human
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resources to fulfil their mandate and execute the
tasks and competences conferred on them.

19 amendments were tabled, pertaining inter alia to
the financial allocation to CITES activities, for the
Natura 2000 network and for the EU’s efforts against
wildlife poaching and trafficking. Two compromise
amendments were negotiated.
Rapporteur: La Via (EPP) Procedure file
Shadows: Girling (ECR)

Sustainable Urban Mobility

Adoption of draft opinion

The Commission's
communication

“Together towards
competitive and

resource-efficient
urban mobility”
aims to reinforce
the support to
European cities for
tackling urban

mobility
challenges, to ensure that Europe's urban areas
develop along a more sustainable path and that EU
goals for a competitive and resource-efficient
European transport system are met. According to the
communication, it is also crucial to overcome
fragmented approaches and develop the single
market for innovative urban mobility solutions by
addressing issues like common standards and
specifications or joint procurement.

The Rapporteur for opinion indicates the need for
Member States to facilitate teleworking and inter-
modal transport system and to develop widespread
electric vehicle charging facilities. Bicycles should
also be given right of way over motor vehicles,
amending the Vienna convention on Road Traffic, and
the award of contracts for transport and logistics
should be conditional on the application of the
highest sustainability criteria.

The Rapporteur has proposed 7 compromise
amendments which cover all the issues of the draft
report and almost all 120 tabled amendments.

Rapporteur: Evi (EFDD) Procedure file

Shadows: Patriciello (EPP), Briano (S&D), Girling (ECR), Meissner
(ALDE), Taylor (ALDE)

Manufacture, placing on the market and use of
medicated feed and repealing Council Directive
90/167/EEC

Adoption of draft opinion

After veterinary prescriptions, medicated feed is an
important route for administering veterinary
medicines to animals. The proposal aims to

harmonise the production standards and marketing
of medicated feed in the EU at an appropriate safety
level, and to reflect technical and scientific progress
in this area. The proposed rules, which also include
medicated food for pets in their scope, will ensure
that medicated feed can only be manufactured from
specifically authorised veterinary medicines and by
approved manufacturers. Particular attention is also
put to fighting the development of antimicrobial
resistance (AMR).

The Rapporteur proposes to tighten some of the
suggested provisions, including on: the definitions of
treatments, the prohibition of prophylactic use of
antimicrobials, and a reduction of the supplied
quantity of medicated feed containing antimicrobials
to 1 week.

251 amendments were tabled including those in the
draft opinion. The Rapporteur has negotiated 10
compromise amendments with a broad political
support covering all substantive parts of the
proposal.
Rapporteur: Lins (EPP) Procedure file
Shadows: Szanyi (S&D), Nicholson (ECR), Huitema (ALDE), Häusling
(Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD), Eck (GUE/NGL)

30th and 31st annual reports on monitoring the
application of EU Law (2012-2013)

Adoption of draft opinion

In its 30th and 31st
annual reports on
monitoring the
application of EU
Law, the Commission
provides detailed
information about the
transposition and
application of EU law by the Member States in 2012
and 2013. The reports contain quantitative data
about all cases in which the Commission has
investigated possible infringements of EU law by
Member States. The environment figures
prominently among the policy fields in which the
most infringements were investigated and detected,
and health was also a policy field with a large
number of infringement cases.

In her draft opinion, the Rapporteur deplores the
high number of infringements in the areas of
environmental and health legislation. She underlines
that the improvement of implementation is one of
the priorities of the 7th Environmental Action
Programme and warns against lowering the level of
ambition of environmental legislation. Moreover, she
calls for proposals on access to justice in
environmental matters and on environmental
inspections.
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38 amendments were tabled in ENVI, addressing a
number of issues of the draft. The Rapporteur has
proposed 3 compromise amendments which address
the treatment of individual complaints by the
Commission, risks and opportunities of the REFIT
programme and the role of EU Pilot in the informal
solution of implementation problems.

Rapporteur: Guteland (S&D) Procedure file
Shadows: Vandenkendelaere (EPP), Dohrmann (ECR), Huitema
(ALDE), Konečná (GUE/NGL) Eickhout (Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD)

Controls and activities performed to ensure the
application of food and feed law, rules on animal
health and welfare, plant health, plant
reproductive material, plant protection products

Decision on the opening of interinstitutional negotiations - Pursuant
to Rule 73

Regulation No 882/2004 has established the current
legal framework for the official controls performed
to ensure the application of food and feed law,
animal health and welfare rules. The Commission
proposed in May 2013 to revise this legislation to
overcome shortcomings due to the modern global
market and the more complex agri-food chains.

The proposal – part of a comprehensive package –
aims to simplify and update available instruments
and to further integrate the approach across the
different areas, by putting in place a robust,
transparent and sustainable regulatory framework
and by including three major reviews on the animal
health, plant health and plant reproductive material.
As concerns the financing controls, the proposal
introduces mandatory fees for all business - with an
exemption for micro-enterprises – and also minimum
penalties for fraudsters.

The EP adopted its position in first reading on 16
April 2014 by 565 votes in favour, 51 against and 29
abstentions, amending several provisions of the
Commission's proposal. ENVI is the lead Committee;
the AGRI Committee had joint competence on 8
articles of the draft regulation.

Rapporteur: Kadenbach (S&D) Procedure file
Shadows: Ayuso (EPP), Girling (ECR), Paulsen (ALDE), Eck (GUE),
Staes (Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD)

Towards a new international climate agreement in
Paris
Consideration of draft report

The 21st session of the Conference of the Parties to
the Kyoto Protocol – UNFCCC COP21 – will be
organised from 30 November to 11 December 2015 in
Paris.

Considering the Commission's communication
"Tackling global climate change beyond 2020"

(COM(2015) 81), the EP decided to draw up an own-
initiative report, whose main points include:

- an ambitious, global, legally binding agreement
which should aim at phasing out global carbon
emissions by 2050 or shortly thereafter,

- a binding EU 2030 50% reduction target for
greenhouse gas emissions compared to 1990 levels
in order to stay on track for the below 2° C target; a
binding EU 2030 energy efficiency target of 40%; a
binding EU 2030 target of producing at least 45% of
total final energy consumption from renewable
energy sources,

- the importance for the EU to play an ambitious and
central role at the conference, speaking with “one
voice”,

- the essential role played by finance in finding an
agreement at the Paris Conference.

The deadline for amendments is 17 June, with a vote
in ENVI foreseen for 23 September 2015.

Rapporteur: Pargneaux (S&D) Procedure file
Shadows: Florenz (EPP), Duncan (ECR), Gerbrandy (ALDE), Mineur
(GUE/NGL), Javor (Greens/EFA), Affronte (EFDD)

Towards a European Energy Union
Consideration of draft opinion

ENVI is associated
under rule 54 to
the ITRE own-
initiative report
based on the
Communication "A

Framework
Strategy for a
Resilient Energy
Union with a

Forward-Looking
Climate Change
Policy" (COM(2015)

80) – which is centred on five mutually-reinforcing
and closely interrelated “dimensions” designed to
bring greater energy security, sustainability and
competitiveness:
- Energy security, solidarity and trust;
- A fully integrated European energy market;
- Energy efficiency contributing to moderation of
demand;
- Decarbonising the economy, and
- Research, Innovation and Competitiveness.
In his draft opinion, the Rapporteur mainly focuses on
decarbonisation and on an ambitious climate
policy. He stresses the need for a comprehensive and
ambitious agreement at UNFCCC COP 21 that
contains sound guarantees for limiting the
temperature increase to 2°C Celsius at a maximum.
The ETS plays a key role as a cost-effective tool to
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reach the EU's 2030 emission reduction target. The
Rapporteur calls inter alia for new initiatives in the
non-ETS sectors, in particular in the transport and
building sectors, and supports the introduction of an
ambitious EU-level energy efficiency target for 2030
of at least 30%. Furthermore, the need for
stimulating the roll-out of alternative fuels,
completing the single energy market and support
low-carbon innovation is highlighted.
The deadline for amendments is 17 June, with a vote
in ENVI envisaged for 15 July 2015.

Rapporteur: Belet (EPP) Procedure file
Shadows: Guteland (S&D), Duncan (ECR), Torvalds (ALDE), Konečná
(GUE), Škrlec (Greens/EFA), Affronte (EFDD)

An EU strategy for the Adriatic and Ionian region
Consideration of draft opinion

Following-up to
the European
Council of
December 2012,
the Commission
laid out the
"European Union
Strategy for the
Adriatic and
Ionian Region"
(EUSAIR) in

COM(2014)357 on 17 June 2014. The accompanying
Action Plan is structured around four interdependent
pillars: blue growth, connecting the region,
environmental quality and sustainable tourism. The
following horizontal aspects are identified: capacity-
building, research and innovation, and climate
change adaptation.

In his draft opinion, the Rapporteur stresses the need
for a rational and sustainable exploitation of natural
resources. He encourages the promotion of eco-
innovation in fishing and maritime transport, and the
increase of conservation areas to halt biodiversity
loss, notably through the Natura 2000 and Emerald
networks. More specifically, the Rapporteur calls for
a minimum objective of 10 % surface coverage by
2020 of the Adriatic and Ionian Seas by marine
protected areas, in support of the objectives set out
in the Marine Strategy Framework Directive. Finally,
he expresses concern at the exploration and
exploitation of oil and gas in the region and
underlines the key role of local authorities for the
decision-making procedures concerning the macro-
region.
The deadline for amendments is 17 June, with a vote
in ENVI planned for 15 July 2015.

Rapporteur: Affronte (EFDD) Procedure file
Shadows: Šuica (EPP), Paolucci (S&D), Duncan (ECR), Meissner
(ALDE), Forenza (GUE/NGL), Škrlec (Greens/EFA)

Reduction of national emissions of certain
atmospheric pollutants and amending Directive
2003/35/EC
Consideration of draft amendments (52-188, 189-366, 367-521)

The proposed
Directive is part of
the Clean Air
package and
replaces the
current Union
regime on the
annual capping of
national emissions
of air pollutants. It ensures that the national
emission ceilings for Member States set for 2010
onwards for SO2, NOx, NMVOC (non-methane volatile
organic compounds) and NH3 (ammonia) apply until
2020 and establishes new national emission
reduction commitments applicable from 2020 and
2030 for SO2, NOx, NMVOC, NH3, fine particulate
matter (PM2,5) and methane (CH4). In addition,
intermediate emission levels for the year 2025 are
established. Subsequently, these emission levels
need to be brought down to the 2030 limits following
a linear reduction trajectory.

The Rapporteur overall supports the Commission
proposal. In her amendments, she in particular, adds
binding emission reduction commitments already
for 2025 for all pollutants except ammonia and seeks
to ensure that source legislation is effective,
including a speedy inclusion of real driving emissions
(RDE) into Euro 6 standards, in order to bring down
NOx and PM emissions from road traffic. Moreover,
the flexibility allowing offsets from emission
reductions from international maritime traffic is
removed. Further amendments aim to facilitate
access to financial support for air quality measures
and to strengthen the means to monitor and ensure
timely progress in emission reductions, including
transparency in drawing up and updating the
national air pollution control programmes.

521 amendments were tabled by ENVI Members, and
a further 94 amendments were submitted by the
opinion-giving AGRI and ITRE Committees on a wide
range of issues. The vote in ENVI is foreseen for 15
July 2015.
Rapporteur: Girling (ECR) Procedure file
Shadows: Gieseke (EPP), Dance (S&D), Bearder (ALDE), Konečná
(GUE), Eickhout (Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD)

Exchange of views with José Manuel Fernandes,
General Rapporteur for the 2016 Draft Budget

The Commission's proposal on the 2016 EU budget
provides for €153.5 billion (down 5.3% from 2015) in
commitment credits and €143.5 billion in payment
credits (up 1.6% from 2015), aiming to boost
innovation, create jobs, help convergence among
Member States and among regions, deal more



ENVI News / May 2015/ Issue No9 5

effectively with migration and further strengthen the
role of the EU as a global player.

The European Parliament and EU Member States will
jointly decide on the final budget. Individual budgets
under the competence of the ENVI Committee
include the LIFE program (462.8 million in
commitment credits in 2016), food and feed (264
million in commitment credits in 2016), public
health measures (62 million in commitment credits in
2016), as well as decentralised agencies.

Exchange of views with Mr Karmenu Vella,
Comissioner for Environment, Maritime Affairs
and Fisheries, on the EU Biodiversity policy

On 20 May 2015, the
Commission adopted the
report “The State of Nature
in the European Union”
(COM(2015) 219). The
findings show that the
majority of birds have a
secure status, and some
species and habitats are
doing better. Targeted
conservation actions have
brought successes, but a
much greater effort is required for the situation to
improve significantly. The report is the first
assessment to cover both the Birds and Habitats
Directives, and it results from the largest
collaborative data-collection and assessment of
nature ever undertaken across the Member States in
the period 2007-2012.

The report will be a key input to the Commission’s
“Fitness Check” on the EU Birds and Habitats
Directives, a part of the Regulatory Fitness and
Performance Programme (REFIT) process. It will also
fuel into the full mid-term review of the
Biodiversity Strategy, foreseen for October 2015.

The ENVI Committee decided to draw up an own-
initiative report to react to the Commission’s mid-
term review of the Biodiversity Strategy and to have
its input enter into the REFIT of the Natura
Directives.

Exchange of views with ECDC and WHO
representatives on vaccination
Dr. Roberto Bertollini, Chief Scientist and WHO
Representative to the EU, and Professor Mike
Catchpole, ECDC Chief Scientist, were invited to an
exchange of views with the ENVI Committee in order
to discuss issues surrounding vaccination and
vaccination policies in the EU.

Vaccination has been one of the great success
stories in the area of public health. Since the 1950s
national and international vaccination campaigns

have led to the highly lethal disease Smallpox being
eradicated worldwide and Polio, once one of the
most feared childhood illnesses in Europe and North
America, being near to eradication. Diseases such as
diphtheria, measles and rubella that used to kill or
damage thousands of children a year in Europe in the
pre-vaccination era are now very rare in the EU.

Achieving high vaccination coverage for a specific
disease (ex: measles) is key to ensuring that the
public is protected from that specific infective agent.
Nowadays, the key challenges facing vaccination
policy in the EU are vaccine hesitancy, under-
served populations and vaccine availability.

Recently, in the European Parliament resolution of 19
May 2015 "Improving patient safety and fighting
antimicrobial resistance" (2014/2207(INI)), the EP
also highlighted that vaccination programs are one
effective tool in efforts to combat antibiotic
resistance, because they can play a role in limiting
the use of antibiotics and thereby the development
of antimicrobial resistance.

Cloning of animals of the bovine, porcine, ovine,
caprine and equine species kept and reproduced
for farming purposes

On 17 June 2015 from 15.00 pm to 16.00 pm, the
ENVI and AGRI committee will vote on a joint draft
report on cloning. The Commission proposal aims to
suspend the use of the cloning technique in the EU
for farm animals, the placing on the market of live

animal clones and
embryo clones and
(in an

accompanying
proposal for a
Council Directive)
the marketing of
food, such as meat
and milk, from
animal clones.

The co-rapporteurs propose to also prohibit the
import and the placing on the market of the
descendants of animal clones, and of the
reproductive material and of the food coming from
clones and their descendants. They wish to extend
the scope to all species of farmed animals, and to
turn the proposed Directive into a Regulation. 189
amendments have been tabled, including 36 in the
draft report and 17 in an opinion by the INTA
Committee. Seven compromise amendments,
covering all the main aspects of the proposed
legislation, have been negotiated.
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES

European Environment Agency (EEA)

Ninety-five per cent of the monitored
bathing sites in the European Union met
minimum standards for water quality in
2014. Water quality was excellent at 83 %

of the sites, an increase of almost 1 percentage point
compared to 2013. More

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)

The Read-Across Assessment
Framework (RAAF) is the most
commonly used alternative to testing

chemicals on animals under REACH. It is being
produced by ECHA to make sure that its experts
evaluate read-across cases consistently, and avoid
unnecessary animal testing. More On 29-30 June
2015, ECHA will hold a seminar on the authorisation
procedure, the purpose of which is to improve future
applicants' knowledge of the procedure. More

European Centre for Disease Prevention and
Control (ECDC)

The Middle East Respiratory Syndrome
coronavirus (MERS-CoV) is a new beta
virus strain of an animal coronavirus that
differs from the previously identified

coronaviruses such as the SARS coronavirus (SARS-
CoV). It is likely that this virus originated from an
animal source. In South –Korea it has now developed
considerably. Is this a threat for the EU? Read ECDC's
epidemiological updates and risk assessment. More

European Medicines Agency (EMA)

The EMA has confirmed its
recommendation to suspend
a number of medicines for
which authorisation in the EU

was primarily based on clinical studies conducted at
GVK Biosciences in Hyderabad, India. This is the
outcome of a re-examination requested
by marketing authorisation holders for seven of the
medicines concerned. More

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)

EFSA has published in early June its
scientific opinion on acrylamide in
food, confirming previous evaluations

that it potentially increases the risk of developing
cancer for consumers in all age groups. The most
important food groups contributing to acrylamide
exposure are fried potato products, coffee, biscuits,
crackers, crisp bread and soft bread. EFSA’s scientific
advice will inform EU and national decision-makers
when weighing up possible measures for further
reducing consumer exposure to acrylamide in food.
More
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Watch online
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