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Meeting of 23 April 2015 from 10:00 - 12:00  

 

in Brussels 

 

Minutes 

 

1. Adoption of the draft agenda. 

The agenda was adopted. 

 

2. Presentation of the Working Group and its Members. 

The Chair of the Working Group, Mrs Delvaux-Stehres, presented the Working Group's objectives, 

composition, working methods and mission statement.  

 

In reply to a request from IMCO to have three representatives in the Working Group the Chair 

announced that she would bring the question to the coordinators of JURI with a recommendation 

that the committees invited to participate in the work of the Working Group be represented by one 

Member, or his or her substitute. The Chair also pointed out that the meetings of the Working 

Group were of a closed nature. 

 

The mission statement was amended as follows with a view to clarifying that any suggestions from 

the Working Group to present oral questions would need to be brought before the coordinators 

(additions in bold): The Working Group may decide to agree on written questions and to propose 

oral questions to be put to the Commission concerning its field of activity. 

 

3. Adoption of the meetings' calendar for the May - October 2015 period. 

The draft calendar was adopted with the understanding that the Working Group could decide on 

further meetings at a later stage.   

 



 

4. Exchange of views with invited experts  

The two general subjects of reflection of the first meeting of the Working Group were the 

following: 

 

- Which types of robots need urgent actions in Europe?   

- Moral and ethical questions for robotics public policy.  

 

Presentation of ongoing work and plans in the European Commission by Juha Heikkilä and Björn 

Juretzki (DG CONNECT) 

 

Mr Heikkilä and Mr Juretzki introduced their presentation by explaining the importance of robots in 

Europe. In the globalised economy, Europe itself cannot compete on labour cost. Thus, intelligent 

robots might be crucial for the Europe's future competitiveness. They further informed the audience 

how the Commission has been supporting robotics so far. There were almost 100 ongoing projects, 

with over €500m funding in the Seventh Framework Programme for Research & Development, 

covering all application domains from industrial robotics to healthcare to agriculture. In their 

presentation, Mr Heikkilä and Mr Juretzki further focused on the private-public partnership in 

robotics whose purpose is to develop a strategy and vision for the future of European robotics 

together with stakeholders (with of €700 million of public investment - the biggest civilian robotics 

programme in the world, complemented by €2.1bn of private investment). Nevertheless robotics 

give rise to some legal issues, in particular, the data protection (robots equipped with sensors gather 

a lot of data and consent from workers on the shop floor is needed); liability (what happens when an 

autonomous car causes an accident) health and safety (collaborative robots outside the cage), and 

sector-specific rules (drones/integration in airspace, autonomous cars/Vienna Convention). Further, 

Mr Heikkilä and Mr Juretzki moved on to the hotly debated topic of robotics and the labour market. 

They made several points, arguing that robots actually create jobs and do not destroy them, e.g. 

companies that use robots are less likely to offshore production to outside Europe. They closed their 

presentation with several statistics from the Eurbarometer survey showing that even though 70% of 

respondents think robots steal people's jobs, 64% of respondents have a positive view of robots and 

even 85% of respondents agree that robots can do jobs that are too hard/dangerous for people.  

 

- Presentation of STOA future study (Lieve Van Woensel)  

Mrs. Van Woensel gave a presentation explaining the methodology for Scientific Foresight in the 

EP, the different phases and products of the Scientific Foresight studies in general and of the study 



 

on Cyber-Physical Systems (CPS) specifically, and the nature of other Scientific Foresight 

awareness-raising publications. She began with a video presentation that explained the 

methodology, which consists of a foresight cycle with six steps: (1) choosing the topic, (2) horizon 

scanning, (3) 360° envisioning, (4) scenario development, (5) legislative backcasting and (6) sense-

making for the MEPs. As part of this new type of Scientific Foresight studies, social scientists will 

be involved in the development of scenarios in order to consider the unexpected impacts and the 

societal concerns regarding technologies.  

Regarding the study on CPS, Mrs. Van Woensel stated that some of the results of the study, such as 

different types of publications, will be available during the development of this working group and 

will be intended for policy makers and therefore will not require a scientific or technical 

background in order to be understood. These publications will present different possible scenarios 

for the future of CPS in the next 20 to 50 years, consider all societal actors and concerns and 

describe different legislative pathways that may be taken by policy makers in order to reach the 

desirable futures and avoid the undesirable ones. For instance, we may consider the possibility that 

CPS technology by 2050 will have developed sophisticated movement and communication 

capabilities, enabling them to have a human-like intelligence. Then we must think about the 

possible impacts of this, such as how it may affect employment or privacy.  

The Scientific Foresight studies will be complemented by awareness-raising activities, such as 

personal meetings with members or presentations of the study's results to the relevant committees, 

and publications, such as the "What if?" publications of the EPRS which are intended as a taster of 

what a Scientific Foresight study is like. Mrs. Van Woensel then gave several examples of these 

"What if?" publications on different technological trends such as autonomous vehicles, 3D printing, 

wearable technologies, drones and smart homes. 

 

5. Any other business. 

The Chair invited Members to suggest experts to be heard by the Working Group. 

 

6. Next meeting of the Working Group: 26 May 2015, 11.00-13.00 


