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CHAIR'S WELCOME 
The next meeting of the 
ENVI Committee will be 
taking place in Brussels on 
15-16 July 2015. Members 
will vote on the outcome 

of inter-institutional 
negotiations on emissions 
from medium combustion 
plants, on a draft report 
on a revised National 
Emission Ceilings' 
Directive and on a draft 
opinion on the EU strategy 
for the Adriatic and Ionian 

region. 

On the occasion of the start of the Luxembourgish 
Presidency, Ms Carole Dieschbourg, Environment 
Minister, and Ms Lydia Mutsch, Minister of Health and 
Gender Equality, will present the Presidency's 
priorities for the second half of the year. Mr Miguel 
Arias Cañete, Commissioner for Climate Action and 
Energy is also invited for an exchange of views in the 
context of the Energy Union summer package. 

Additionally, the Committee will consider a draft 
report on the possibility for the Member States to 
restrict or prohibit the use of genetically modified 
food and feed and a draft opinion on the general 
budget of the EU for the financial year 2016. 
Moreover, Members will discuss the amendments 
tabled to two draft reports: one on veterinary 
medicinal products and the other on a new 
international climate agreement in Paris. 

Giovanni La Via 

 

MEETING PREVIEW 
Limitation of emissions of certain pollutants into 
the air from medium combustion plants 

Adoption of the outcome of the interinstitutional negotiations - 
pursuant to Rule 73 

The Commission 
proposal puts forward 
provisions to limit 
emissions of sulphur 
dioxide, nitrogen 
oxides and particulate 
matter from medium 
combustion plants 
(with a rated thermal 
input between 1 and 
50 MW). It is designed 
to reduce pollution by setting limit values for new  

 

and existing installations, together with a simple 
registration scheme, in order to help deliver a 
significant part of Member States' emission 
reduction obligations and avoid possible trade-offs 
between air quality and increased biomass use. 

Provisional overall agreement on the proposal was 
reached on 23 June 2015. COREPER adopted the 
outcome of the negotiations on 30 June.  

Rapporteur: Grzyb (EPP)    Procedure file  
Shadows: Paolucci (S&D), Wiśniewska (ECR), Huitema (ALDE), Rivasi 
(Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD), Torres Martines (GUE/NGL) 

Reduction of national emissions of certain 
atmospheric pollutants and amending Directive 
2003/35/EC 

Adoption of draft report 

The proposal for a 
revised National 
Emission Ceilings 
Directive (NECD) 
replaces the current 
Union regime on the 
annual capping of 
national emissions of 
air pollutants, as 
defined in Directive 2001/81/EC for sulphur dioxide 
(SO2), nitrogen oxides (NOx), non-methane volatile 
organic compounds (NMVOC) and ammonia (NH3) 
until 2020. The proposed new directive sets new 
national emission reduction commitments 
applicable from 2020 and 2030 for these pollutants as 
well as for fine particulate matter (PM2,5) and 
methane (CH4). 

The Rapporteur in her draft report overall supports 
the Commission proposal, underlining the clear 
benefits to human health and the environment. In 
amendments she seeks to introduce, in particular, 
binding emission reduction commitments already 
for 2025, except for ammonia, and provisions to 
ensure that source legislation is effective. Further 
amendments aim to remove the offsetting flexibility 
on maritime traffic, to facilitate access to financial 
support for air quality measures, and to strengthen 
the implementation of the directive.  

Overall, 615 amendments were tabled, with 94 from 
the opinions of the AGRI and ITRE committees. A set 
of 24 compromise amendments have been 
negotiated by the rapporteur and shadow rapporteurs 
which cover all major aspects of the proposal. 

Rapporteur: Girling (ECR)    Procedure file  
Shadows: Gieseke (EPP), Dance (S&D), Bearder (ALDE), Konečná 
(GUE), Eickhout (Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD) 
Amendments (52-188, 189-366, 367-521) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/organes/envi/envi_20150715_0900.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96816/GIOVANNI_LA+VIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96816/GIOVANNI_LA+VIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/dv/mcp-consolidated_text_/mcp-consolidated_text_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23785/ANDRZEJ_GRZYB_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0442(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124849/MASSIMO_PAOLUCCI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124877/JADWIGA_WISNIEWSKA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/58789/Jan%20HUITEMA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96743/Mich%25C3%25A8le_RIVASI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124844/PIERNICOLA_PEDICINI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/131749/ESTEFANIA_TORRES+MARTINEZ_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pr/1054/1054153/1054153en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96956/Julie_GIRLING.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0443(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124807/JENS_GIESEKE_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124952/SEB_DANCE_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124844/PIERNICOLA_PEDICINI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/am/1058/1058775/1058775en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/am/1058/1058975/1058975en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/am/1061/1061013/1061013en.pdf
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An EU strategy for the Adriatic and Ionian region 

Adoption of draft opinion 

Following-up to 
the European 
Council of 
December 2012, 
the Commission 
laid out the 
"European Union 
Strategy for the 
Adriatic and 
Ionian Region" 
(EUSAIR) in 

COM(2014)357 
on 17 June 2014. The accompanying Action Plan is 
structured around four interdependent pillars: blue 
growth, connecting the region, environmental 
quality and sustainable tourism. The following 
horizontal aspects are identified: capacity-building, 
research and innovation, and climate change 
adaptation.  

In his draft opinion, the Rapporteur stresses the need 
for a rational and sustainable exploitation of natural 
resources. He encourages the promotion of eco-
innovation in fishing and maritime transport, and the 
increase of conservation areas to halt biodiversity 
loss, notably through the Natura 2000 and Emerald 
networks. More specifically, the Rapporteur calls for 
a minimum objective of 10 % surface coverage by 
2020 of the Adriatic and Ionian Seas by marine 
protected areas, in support of the objectives set out 
in the Marine Strategy Framework Directive. Finally, 
he expresses concern at the exploration and 
exploitation of oil and gas in the region and 
underlines the key role of local authorities for the 
decision-making procedures concerning the macro-
region. 

67 amendments were tabled by Members and the 
rapporteur has proposed 5 compromise 
amendments. 

Rapporteur: Affronte (EFDD)  Procedure file 
Shadows: Šuica (EPP), Paolucci (S&D), Duncan (ECR), Meissner 

(ALDE), Forenza (GUE/NGL), Škrlec (Greens/EFA) 

The possibility for the Member States to restrict 
or prohibit the use of genetically modified food 
and feed on their territory 

Consideration of draft report 

On 22 April 
2015, the 

Commission 
presented a 
proposal for a 

Regulation 
amending 

Regulation (EC) 
No 1829/2003, in 
which it is 

suggested to allow Member States to restrict or 
prohibit - under certain conditions - the use of 
genetically modified food and feed on their 
territory after these products have been authorised. 
On 8 June 2015, in the context of the exchange of 
views with the Commissioner Vytenis Andriukaitis, 
Members expressed serious concerns in relation to 
the proposal. 

In his draft report, the Rapporteur bases his proposal 
for rejection in particular on the fact that its 
adoption was not preceded by an impact assessment 
and the consequences of the proposal for the 
functioning of the Internal Market and the 
competitiveness of the Union's agricultural sector. In 
addition, the Rapporteur voices serious doubts in 
relation to the implementation of the proposal. In 
his view, it is also unclear how Member States making 
use of an "opt out" will, in practice, ensure 
compliance with such measures on their territory. 
Finally, the Rapporteur considers that the proposal 
fails to ensure the necessary legal certainty and 
adequate tools for Member States that wish to 
lawfully restrict or prohibit the use of GM food and 
feed on their territory. 

Rapporteur: La Via (EPP)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Balas (S&D), Girling (ECR), Meissner (ALDE), Boylan 
(GUE/NGL), Staes (Greens/EFA) , Evi (EFDD) 

General budget of the European Union for the 
financial year 2016 - all sections 

Consideration of draft opinion 

In his draft opinion, 
the Rapporteur 
recalls that a high 
level of 
environmental and 
health protection in 
the Union is a 
precondition for 
economic prosperity, 

and that food and feed safety and mechanisms to 
help protect against natural and man-made disasters 
are of core value to all European citizens and, hence, 
to the European Parliament. He points out that the 
policies and financing instruments in the remit of this 
committee are small compared to other policy and 
financing instruments under Headings 2 and 3 and do 
not receive as much attention as other programmes 
and funds and therefore strongly rejects any further 
reduction of funding of programmes and budget 
lines. He further analyses the Commission's proposals 
for LIFE, the Health programme, the food and feed 
safety, civil protection and the decentralized 
agencies that are under ENVI's remit and makes 
several recommendations. 
 
Rapporteur:La Via (EPP)   Procedure file 
Shadows: Kadenbach (S&D), Gerbrandy (ALDE), Girling (ECR), 
Konečná (GUE), Javor (Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/com/com_com(2014)0357_/com_com(2014)0357_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124797/MARCO_AFFRONTE_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/2214(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/119434/DUBRAVKA_SUICA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124849/MASSIMO_PAOLUCCI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124960/IAN_DUNCAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96870/GESINE_MEISSNER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125193/ELEONORA_FORENZA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124756/DAVOR_SKRLEC_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pr/1065/1065989/1065989en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96816/GIOVANNI_LA+VIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2015/0093(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124744/GUILLAUME_BALAS_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96956/Julie_GIRLING.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96870/GESINE_MEISSNER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124984/LYNN_BOYLAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4751/Bart_STAES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124779/ELEONORA_EVI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pa/1066/1066940/1066940en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96816/GIOVANNI_LA+VIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97014/Karin_KADENBACH.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/Gerben-Jan_GERBRANDY.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96956/Julie_GIRLING.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124721/BENEDEK_JAVOR_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124844/PIERNICOLA_PEDICINI_home.html
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Veterinary medicinal products 

Consideration of amendments (107-393, 394-707, 708-946) 

The new proposal 
seeks to merge  
Directive 2001/82/EC 
and Regulation (EC) 
No 726/2004 into a 
new separate 
Regulation dedicated 
to vet medicines 
only, while leaving 
Regulation 726/2004 
to deal with human 
medicines only. 

In her draft report, the Rapporteur tables 106 
amendments aimed to  

 increase the availability of veterinary 
medicinal products; 

 reduce administrative burdens; 

 stimulate competitiveness and 
innovation, by boosting incentives;  

 improve the functioning of the internal 
market;  

 address the public health risk of 
antimicrobial resistance and protect the 
environment. 

840 amendments have been tabled in ENVI, 946 in 
total, addressing, inter alia, the antimicrobial 
resistance,  the prophylactic and metaphylactic use 
of antimicrobials,  the marketing authorisation 
process, the environmental risk assessment as well as 
the clinical trials, animal testing and the protection 
of technical documentation. 

Rapporteur: Grossetête (PPE) Procedure file  
Shadows: Tănăsescu (S&D), Piecha (ECR), Paulsen (ALDE), Kyllönen 
(GUE/NGL), Häusling (Greens/EFA), , Pedicini (EFDD) 

Towards a new international climate agreement in 
Paris 

Consideration of amendments 

The 21st session of the Conference of the Parties to 
the Kyoto Protocol- UNFCCC 
COP21 will be organised from 
30 November to 11 December 
2015 in Paris. 

Considering the Commission's 
communication "Tackling 
global climate change beyond 
2020" (COM(2015) 81), the EP 
decided to draw up an own-
initiative report, whose main 
points include: 

- an ambitious, global, legally 

binding agreement which should aim at phasing out 
global carbon emissions by 2050 or shortly 
thereafter, 

- a binding EU 2030 50% reduction target for 
greenhouse gas emissions compared to 1990 levels 
in order to stay on track for the below 2° C target; a 
binding EU 2030 energy efficiency target of 40 %; a 
binding EU 2030 target of producing at least 45 % of 
total final energy consumption from renewable 
energy sources, 

- the importance of the EU to play an ambitious and 
central role at the conference, speaking with "one 
voice", 

- the essential role played by finance in finding an 
agreement at the Paris Conference. 

In total, 230 amendments have been submitted by 
Members. 

Rapporteur: Pargneaux (S&D) Procedure file 
Shadows: Florenz (EPP), Duncan (ECR), Gerbrandy (ALDE), Mineur 

(GUE/NGL), Javor (Greens/EFA), Affronte (EFDD) 

Exchange of views with Ms Carole Dieschbourg, 
Environment Minister, Luxembourg Presidency 

 
Current on-going legislative 
files are: 

 Reduction of national 
emissions of certain 

atmospheric 
pollutants/NEC-Directive   

 Limitation of emissions 
of certain pollutants into 
the air from medium 

combustion plants Reduction of pollutant emissions 
from road vehicles/Euro 5 and 6  

 Emission limits and type-approval for 
internal combustion engines for non-road 
mobile machinery/NRMM  

The Luxembourgish Presidency will give priority to: 

 Accelerating the transition towards a 
green economy encouraging an innovative, 
circular and competitive economy, 

 Proposal to reform the ETS after the 
Market stability reserve mechanism has been 
reached, 

 Mid-term review of the EU biodiversity 
strategy, 

 Preparations for the UNFCCC COP 21 
which will take place in Paris this December 

 Global post-2015 agenda. 

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/am/1054/1054314/1054314en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/am/1065/1065633/1065633en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/am/1065/1065725/1065725en.pdf
httphttp://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/2025/Françoise_GROSSETÊTE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/0257(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96847/CLAUDIU%20CIPRIAN_TANASESCU.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124874/BOLESLAW+G._PIECHA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4270/MARIT_PAULSEN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124736/MERJA_KYLLONEN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96752/MARTIN_HAUSLING_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124844/PIERNICOLA_PEDICINI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/am/1063/1063754/1063754en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ohttp:/www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96948/GILLES_PARGNEAUX_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2015/2112(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1038/Karl-Heinz_FLORENZ.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124960/IAN_DUNCAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/Gerben-Jan_GERBRANDY.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125037/ANNE-MARIE_MINEUR_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124721/BENEDEK_JAVOR_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124797/MARCO_AFFRONTE_home.html


 
 

ENVI News / July 2015/ Issue No11 

 
4 

Exchange of views with Mr Miguel Arias Cañete, 
Commissioner for Climate Action and Energy 

The exchange of views is held in the context            
of the Energy Union summer 
package which is likely to 
cover, inter alia, the 
following aspects: security of 
supply, the energy internal 
market, energy labelling and 
the first steps towards 
implementation of the 2030 
climate and energy package 
in respect of those sectors 
covered by the emissions 
trading system (ETS). 

 

Exchange of views with Ms Lydia Mutsch, Minister 
on Health and Gender Equality, Luxembourg 
Presidency 

Luxembourg took over the 
Council Presidency on 1 
July 2015, concluding the 
"Trio-Presidency" with Italy 
and Latvia. 
The Luxembourg 
Presidency is committed to 
obtaining a Council 
mandate for negotiations 
(General Approach) and 
reaching an agreement on 
the proposals: 

 Medical 
devices (Rapporteur Glenis Willmott/S&D) 

 In-vitro diagnostic medical devices 
(Rapporteur Peter Liese/EPP) 

 

The Presidency is expected to finalise work on the 
recitals over July and obtain a full approach in 
September 2015 in view of commencing trilogues 
with the EP in October.  
 
As to veterinary medicinal products and the related 
amendment to Regulation No 726/2004 laying down 
community procedures for the authorisation and 
supervision of medicinal products for human and 
veterinary use, the Presidency is expected to only 
start negotiations with the Parliament. On both files, 
the vote in ENVI is currently foreseen on 22 
September 2015. 
 
In relation to the overhaul of the Regulation on 
Official controls, the EP and the Council are 
expected to enter into negotiations in September 
2015 in order to reach an early 2nd Reading 
agreement. The key issue for the negotiations is 

expected to be the financing system of official 
controls.  

Other key health priorities of the LUX Presidency 
include: alcohol policy, personalised medicines  and 
dementia. 
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA)  

Signals 2015 

In a series of short articles and interviews, 
the European Environment Agency’s Signals 
2015 presents an overview of what causes 

climate change and what climate change means for 
human health, the environment, and the economy. 
More 

 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

 
ECHA has published a report 
following a workshop on the use of 
REACH and CLP information at 

industrial sites organised with industry and 
authorities in April 2015. The workshop explored new 
ways and potential efficiency gains on using REACH 
and CLP information to enhance the safe use of 
chemicals at industrial sites. It also aimed to support 
compliance under the main environmental and 
occupational health directives. More 
 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and 
Control (ECDC) 

Instances of the Middle East respiratory 
syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV) 
infection continue to be reported in the 
Middle East and South Korea. In view of 

the upcoming Summer Universiade, an international 
sports event in Gwangju, South Korea from 3 to 14 
July 2015, ECDC made a rapid risk assessment of the 
importation of MERS cases into the EU. More 

 
 
European Medicines Agency (EMA)  

 
Patients in the EU will now 
be able to easily identify 
legally operating online 
medicine retailers. To help 

them identify trustworthy sites, an EU-wide logo will 
appear on the websites of online retailers that are 
registered in an EU Member State. The EMA has 
published a webpage with links to the national 
registers. More 

 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)  

 
    EFSA welcomes over 170 new 

scientific experts for EFSA’s eight 
scientific Panels and Scientific 

Committee. These highly qualified scientists will 
deliver scientific advice across a wide range of 
fields, thus helping shape EFSA’s work in the next 
three years and make important contributions to 
ensuring that food remains safe for Europe’s 500 
million consumers. More 
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