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CHAIR'S WELCOME 
 

The next meeting of the 
ENVI Committee will be 
taking place in Brussels on  
3 September 2015 and 
Members will vote on the 
ENVI opinion on the 
General budget of the 
European Union for the 
financial year 2016. The 
Committee will also vote 
on questions for oral 
answer to the Commission 
and the Council on lessons 

learned from the red mud disaster, five years after 
the accident in Hungary. A draft motion for a 
resolution dealing with the same topic will be 
considered as well. Finally, an exchange of views will 
be held with the Commission and the Council 
Presidency on the Real Driving Emissions test 
procedure and WLTP test currently under 
development in comitology.  
 

Giovanni La Via 

 

MEETING PREVIEW 

 

General budget of the European Union for the 
financial year 2016 - all sections 
 
Adoption of draft opinion and adoption of budget amendments  
 

As a general rule, 
the Commission 
aligns its Draft 
Budget (DB) proposal 
to the amounts 
foreseen in the 

Multiannual 
Financial 

Framework 2014-
2020 as adopted by the Council and the European 
Parliament. In his draft opinion, the Rapporteur 
recalled that a high level of environmental and 
health protection in the Union is a precondition for 
economic prosperity, and that food and feed safety 
and mechanisms to help protect against natural and 
man-made disasters are of core value to all European 
citizens and, hence, to the European Parliament. He 
pointed out that the policies and financing 
instruments in the remit of this committee are small 

compared to other policy and financing instruments 
under Headings 2 and 3 and do not receive as much 
attention as other programmes and funds and 
therefore strongly rejected any further reduction of 
funding of programmes and budget lines. He strongly 
rejected the possibility that, in case of insufficient 
payments in 2016, the Commission could decide, as it 
has done in the past, not to use commitment 
appropriations to the full, which would contravene 
Parliament's repeated commitment in the areas of 
environment, health, food and feed safety; he also 
emphasised in addition that the lack of payments 
will damage the reputation of the Union as 
beneficiaries under the respective programmes are 
left unpaid. Finally, he analysed the Commission's 
proposals for LIFE, the Health programme, the food 
and feed safety, civil protection and the 
decentralized agencies that are under ENVI's remit 
and made several recommendations. 
 
17 amendments were tabled to the draft opinion, 
on, among others, the cuts proposed by the Council 
on lines under the remit of ENVI (e.g. the Union Civil 
Protection Mechanism) and calling for the initial 
amounts foreseen in the DB to be restored, on EFSI, 
on Union SMEs, on sustainable agriculture etc. 
Moreover, 49 budgetary amendments were tabled (3 
pertaining to the staff of agencies, 27 restoring the 
draft budget (DB) in different chapters and different 
lines (environment, health, food safety, climate), 2 
increasing the amounts proposed by the Commission 
in the DB and 14 proposing pilot projects in the area 
of environment research and health.  
 
Rapporteur:La Via (EPP)   Procedure file 
Shadows: Kadenbach (S&D), Gerbrandy (ALDE), Girling (ECR), 
Konečná (GUE), Javor (Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD) 

 
Lessons learned from the red mud disaster, five 
years after the accident in Hungary 
 
Adoption of question for oral answer to the Commission and to the 
Council, consideration of draft motion for a resolution 
 

On 4 October 
2010, the 
collapse of a 
waste reservoir 
in Hungary 
released almost 
one million 
cubic metres of 
highly alkaline 
red mud. It 
flooded several villages, killed ten people, injured 
almost 150, and polluted vast areas of land, including 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/oj/1070/1070971/1070971en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96816/GIOVANNI_LA+VIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96816/GIOVANNI_LA+VIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pa/1066/1066940/1066940en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/am/1069/1069452/1069452en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96816/GIOVANNI_LA+VIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97014/Karin_KADENBACH.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/Gerben-Jan_GERBRANDY.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96956/Julie_GIRLING.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124721/BENEDEK_JAVOR_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124844/PIERNICOLA_PEDICINI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/qo/1068/1068889/1068889en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/re/1068/1068890/1068890en.pdf
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four NATURA 2000 sites. The accident highlighted 
the poor implementation of EU laws, deficiencies in 
the inspections, and gaps in relevant EU legislation. 

Similar sites exist in several Member States. Red mud 
is waste generated in the industrial production of 
aluminium, and is one of the biggest disposal 
problems in the extractive industry. The motion for a 
resolution - scheduled for the October I part-session 
- is meant to wind up the debate on possible lessons 
from the accident. The draft motion for a resolution 
addresses inter alia the following key issues: 

- the poor implementation of EU laws, 
deficiencies in   the inspections, and gaps in 
relevant EU legislation; 

- the need for a stronger emphasis on disaster 
prevention, on research and development in the 
prevention and treatment of hazardous waste, 
and on environmental inspections; and 

- a stronger focus on adequate financial 
mechanisms to enhance post-disaster damage 
limitation. 

 

Co-rapporteurs: Hölvényi (EPP), Szanyi (S&D), Barekov (ECR) 
Gerbrandy (ALDE), Kyllönen (GUE/NGL),  
Javor(Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD) 
 

 

Exchange of views with the European Commission 
and the Council Presidency on the Real Driving 
Emissions test procedure and WLTP test 

For regulatory 
purposes, 
emissions of 
light duty 
vehicles are 
currently 
measured by a 
laboratory test 
cycle (New 
European Driving 
Cycle - NEDC) only. The Euro 5/6 Regulation (EC) 
715/2007 defines regulatory emission limits under 
"normal conditions of use", i.e. not only in relation to 
a test cycle which empowers the Commission to 
define specific test procedures in comitology. In 
addition, it specifically requires the Commission to 
monitor the real world emissions of Euro 5/6 
vehicles and to revise the test procedures if 
necessary, which is being done with the development 
of the real driving emissions (RDE) test procedure.  

The purpose of RDE legislation is to apply the 
regulatory emission limits also to RDE tests and to 
ensure thereby a better emission performance of 

vehicles, in particular to address massive 
exceedances of regulatory NOx emissions limits, 
which have a significant impact on ambient air 
quality. For example, NOx emissions of diesel 
vehicles typically exceed the legal emission limits 
under real driving conditions by a factor of 5 or 
more. 

It is the intention of the Commission to adopt the 
RDE legislation in several packages, the first of which 
was adopted at technical level on 19 May 2015. MEPs 
have tabled amendments regarding the RDE test in 
two legislative reports being considered at the 
moment: the revision of the NEC Directive and the 
Euro 5/6 amendment. 

As regards the introduction of the Worldwide 
harmonized Light vehicles Test Procedure (WLTP) 
in EU legislation, the Commission is working towards 
its implementation in 2017/18 for all new type 
approvals/registered vehicles. There are two lines of 
action: integration into the type approval legislation, 
and the correlation of CO2 emissions values measured 
on the (current) NEDC and the (future) WLPT. At the 
same time, the United Nations Economic Commission 
for Europe (UNECE) is working on a global package on 
the WLTP. Both topics are included in the ENVI 
scrutiny plan. 

The Commission and Council are invited for an   
exchange of views on the state of play of both 
procedures. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124715/GYORGY_HOLVENYI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124703/TIBOR_SZANYI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124871/NIKOLAY_BAREKOV_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/Gerben-Jan_GERBRANDY.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124736/MERJA_KYLLONEN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124721/BENEDEK_JAVOR_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124844/PIERNICOLA_PEDICINI_home.html
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA)  

The goal of the EEA is to provide European 
decision-makers and citizens with access to 
timely and relevant information and 
knowledge, to provide a sound basis for 

environmental policies, to help answer citizens' 
questions about the environment, and to ensure that 
environmental thinking and education are brought 
into decision-making. The EEA Annual report 2014 
describes the main achievements in the context of 
the Multiannual Work Programme 2014-2018 and the 
Annual Management Plan 2014. More 

 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

 
ECHA has published new material to 
support SMEs with EU chemicals 
legislation: an introductory guide and 

“getting started” web pages. They provide valuable 
step-by-step help for small companies getting started 
with EU chemicals legislation. Both the pages and the 
guide are available in 23 EU languages. More 

 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and 
Control (ECDC) 

The Middle East Respiratory Coronavirus 
(MERS CoV), Measles and Chikungunya are 
included in ECDC's last weekly health 
threat report. More  

 
 
European Medicines Agency (EMA)  

 
The EMA’s Paediatric 
Committee (PDCO) has 
revised the current list of 
class waivers for medicines 

that are not required to submit a paediatric 
investigation plan (PIP). EMA’s most extensive 
revisions to date of class waiver list is expected to 
push the exploration of many more medicines for use 
in children while ensuring a better balance between 
the need to support development of medicines in 
children and the goal of avoiding exposing children to 
unnecessary studies. More  

 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)  

 
    

EFSA has published its assessments on 
the risks to bees from three 

neonicotinoids (clothianidin, imidacloprid and 
thiamethoxam) for all uses other than seed 
treatments and granules. It confirmed that 
neonicotinoid pesticides applied as foliar sprays 
pose a risk to bee. The conclusions are in line with 
those reached by EFSA two years ago, when it 
assessed the risks to bees from the three substances 
when used as seed treatments or granules. As part of 
the assessment, EFSA has asked national authorities, 
research institutions, industry and other interested 
parties to submit new relevant information by 30 
September 2015. Following receipt of a further 
mandate from the European Commission, EFSA will 
then review the material and offer conclusions 
concerning an updated risk assessment. More 
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Legal disclaimer   
The items contained herein are drafted by the ENVI Committee Secretariat and are provided for general information purposes only. The content is indicative and 
subject to changes. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the 
ENVI Committee. The newsletter contains links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The ENVI Committee does not necessarily 
endorse the views expressed on these websites. 

Subscription 
If you wish to receive the ENVI newsletter, please send an email with your contact details and the subject "newsletter" to: envi-
secretariat@europarl.europa.eu. To sign up for ENVI committee press releases or for media enquiries, please write to envi-
press@europarl.europa.eu 

Watch online 
Watch the Committee meeting live on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. Past meetings are available via the EP Live multimedia 
library and you can also download the extracts of speeches. 

Do you need more information? 
Contact the ENVI Secretariat: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or visit the website of the ENVI Committee.  

Next meeting of the ENVI Committee 
15 September 2015 (Brussels) 
See also the 2015 meeting dates for future meetings. 
 
Further information sources 
The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, information notes and workshop proceedings; to contact them, write to 
Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The EP Library regularly prepares briefings summarising information related to 

topical subjects. Find the latest updates via the links briefings and blog.  

http://www.eea.europa.eu/
http://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/eea-annual-report-2014?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Annual%20report%202014&utm_content=Annual%20report%202014+CID_8b7bc067fb8b3157c86e4c00a5501740&utm_source=EEA%20Newsletter&utm_term=Download%20report
http://echa.europa.eu/
http://echa.europa.eu/support/getting-started
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/Pages/home.aspx
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/_layouts/forms/News_DispForm.aspx?ID=1276&List=8db7286c-fe2d-476c-9133-18ff4cb1b568&Source=http%3A%2F%2Fecdc%2Eeuropa%2Eeu%2Fen%2FPages%2Fhome%2Easpx
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/_layouts/forms/News_DispForm.aspx?ID=1276&List=8db7286c-fe2d-476c-9133-18ff4cb1b568&Source=http%3A%2F%2Fecdc%2Eeuropa%2Eeu%2Fen%2FPages%2Fhome%2Easpx
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/home/Home_Page.jsp&mid=
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/news_and_events/news/2015/07/news_detail_002375.jsp&mid=WC0b01ac058004d5c1
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/press/news/150826
mailto:envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:envi-press@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:envi-press@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/schedule/schedule
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/home.aspx
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search
mailto:envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/ENVI/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201410/20141003ATT90482/20141003ATT90482EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studies.html
mailto:Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegistreWeb/search/typedoc.htm?language=EN&&code_type_docu=BBRI&sortBy=datedocu&orderBy=1&currentPage=1
http://libraryeuroparl.wordpress.com/category/what-we-do/environment/

