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The meeting started at 11:15 on 23 June 2015 

 

1. Adoption of the draft agenda. 

The draft agenda was adopted, as amended below. 

2. Adoption of the minutes of the meeting of 23 April and 26 May 2015.  

The minutes were adopted.  

3. Presentation by Jean-François Huère, Delegate for road safety and intelligent transport 

systems, PSA Peugeot Citroën 

Mr Huère stated that his presentation was aimed at providing the working group with a general 

overview of what autonomous driving was and the main legal challenges faced by the car industry 

in this field. He referred to a scale consisting of five different levels of automated driving and 

informed that big car manufactures produce cars up to level 2 of autonomy in which the driver must 

monitor the dynamic driving task and the driving environment at all times (partial automation). Cars 

with level 3 of autonomy, namely those in which the driver does not need to monitor the dynamic 

driving task nor the driving environment at all times but must always be in a position to resume 

control (conditional automation), are not yet authorised on the road, the Vienna Convention on 

Road Traffic requiring that the vehicle must always remain under the driver's control. However, 

functions of level 3 are being tested off the road.  

In this connection, the speaker stated that discussions on changing the Vienna Convention on Road 

Trafficking were taking place and that one of the issues under discussion was, in fact, liability in 

cases of autonomous driving. The liability issues concerned product liability, accident liability and 

how criminal law could be adapted to the new reality of autonomous driving. He also reported that 

the car industry was very aware of the privacy risks derived from autonomous driving since driving 

automation would necessarily require data exchanges. Consumers worry about digital safety and 

data privacy.  



 

For the speaker, the demand for cars with an autonomous-driving function would undoubtedly 

increase until become a "must have". He also considered that autonomous cars could represent a 

good solution to prevent accidents and increase safety. Driver's distraction is the cause of most road 

accidents and it could be addressed by autonomous-driving functions. As to the matter of liability, 

which in his view was of most importance, nothing had yet been done. The ethical question of who 

should be held responsible for a bad decision taken by an autonomous car should also be addressed. 

The car industry was aware that consumers could be reluctant to accept some aspects of driverless 

cars because of their ethical implications.  

The speaker passed on to the topic of connectivity, connectivity and autonomous driving being 

closely linked. PSA Peugeot Citroën is developing "connected cars". A "connected car" is a vehicle 

connected to the infrastructure and to other cars by means of different devices, sensors and 

communication systems. This means that drivers receive real-time information about the traffic 

situation from the infrastructure and other cars and the driving experience becomes safer and more 

enjoyable. At the same time, it helps manufactures to improve their knowledge of customers. But 

connectivity has also challenges. The speaker referred to the possibility of cyber-attacks and car-

hackings and also to privacy risks. With regard to the possibility of hacking, he explained that PSA 

Peugeot Citroën was doing its utmost in terms of architecture in their servers and data channels to 

protect vehicles from potential cyber-attacks. In relation to privacy, he stated that PSA was 

extremely careful to respect its customers' privacy when collecting data, that their customers' data 

were never sold to third parties, except in the case of B2B (business-to-business) such as fleet 

management, and that they only collected data for purposes for which the customer had clearly and 

expressly given his consent.  

Lastly, the speaker referred to the concepts of "extended vehicle" and "opened cars". He explained 

that an extended vehicle is a vehicle with external software and hardware extensions for some of its 

features, and that these extensions are developed, implemented and managed by the vehicle 

manufacturer. The vehicle manufacturer is fully responsible for the communication among the 

various parts of the extended vehicle, especially between the internal and the external software and 

hardware components. The extended vehicle offers open access interfaces for the provision of 

services by vehicle manufactures or third parties. The interfaces need to be designed and 

implemented in such a way that access to the extended vehicle does not jeopardise security, safety, 

product integrity, and data protection from, for instance, a cyber-attack.  

During the exchange of views that followed his presentation, the speaker considered that a 

harmonisation at the European level of the communication systems was required and that 

improvements in infrastructure were necessary if the goal was full connectivity. He also referred to 

the possibility of incorporating "black boxes" in the cars and mentioned that it was likely that new 

expertise and training would be needed in the future for the assessment of road accidents. It would 

also be important to determine who should have access to these black boxes (manufactures, 

insurance companies, police officers?). He also stated that the concept of "extended vehicle" would 

make possible the adaptability of vehicles to progress through their useful life but that it also 

requires the capacity of predicting/anticipating progress. To the problem of aging software, he 

considered that the solution was "real compatibility", meaning a compatibility that would make 

possible updating applications without the functioning of the application being jeopardised. To the 



 

question of whether open systems should be excluded in driverless cars for safety reasons, the 

speaker replied that the objective was to make the cars as open as possible, the liability issue being 

the most delicate and controversial matter. Car manufactures should not be held liable for the 

incorporation of applications by the customer into the vehicle without "control" or "supervision" or, 

in other words, for the straight implementation in the car of applications without compliance with 

the rules established by the manufacturer. There is collaboration between manufactures, 

consortiums, etc., in order to favour compatibility, but room should be left for competition because 

without competition innovation would be impossible. As to the ethical questions raised by the 

automation of cars such as who should be protected by an automated car in case of accident, the 

French Automotive Network was considering the possibility of creating an "ethic committee", but a 

decision has not yet been taken. The issues of who should decide who is allowed to "drive" a 

driverless car and the likely need for the "driver" to retake control over the driverless car under 

certain circumstances were also raised. 

4. Presentation by Ms Claire Depré, Head of Unit C3 "Intelligent Transport systems", DG 

MOVE, European Commission 

Ms Depré stressed from the outset that the Commission's interest in transport technology lied in the 

fact that technology could be of much help in the achievement of policy objectives in the field of 

transport such as: reducing congestion, improving safety, protecting the environment, and 

increasing efficiency. In this connection, she highlighted that the EU is leader in the field of 

transport technology and that we should act with rapidity if we do not want to lose competitivity.  

She placed the Commission's work in the context of its Digital Single Market Strategy.  

The speaker focused her presentation in the matter of "connectivity". She stated that automation of 

vehicles would be irrelevant for public policy purposes without connectivity between vehicles and 

infrastructure and that to ensure that connectivity was not impaired or jeopardised cross-borders the 

Commission was working in cooperation with the transport sector to ensure interoperability and a 

coherent deployment for C-ITS (Cooperative-Intelligent Transport Systems) in the EU. To this 

effect, she informed that in November 2014 DG MOVE had set up a C-ITS Deployment Platform, 

conceived as a cooperative framework including national authorities, relevant C-ITS stakeholders 

and the Commission, in view to provide policy recommendations for the development of a roadmap 

and a deployment strategy for C-ITS in the EU and identify potential solutions to some cross-

cutting issues.  

The speaker explained the ongoing work in the C-ITS platform. The platform had been looking at 

cost-benefit analysis (what services and where, which fleet and how); data protection and privacy 

(how to apply the current data protection legislation; what are the impacts of the reform); 

security/certification (focus on communication flows); liability (whether C-ITS impacts current 

liability regimes); frequencies (how to ensure coexistence between C-ITS and tolling); access to in-

vehicle data, and road safety issues (equipped/non-equipped vehicles; human-machine interface).  

The speaker recalled that in April 2015 the European Parliament voted in favour of eCall regulation 

which requires all new cars be equipped with eCall technology from April 2018. In the event of a 

serious accident, eCall automatically dials 112 - Europe's single emergency number. 



 

5. Intervention of Ms Carmen Bell, Insurance Europe 

Ms Bell spoke on behalf of Insurance Europe, which is the European insurance and reinsurance 

federation. It is based in Brussels and represents undertakings that account for around 95% of total 

European premium income. She informed the working group that Insurance Europe was a party to 

the C-ITS platform. She stated that Insurance Europe did not have any particular position in the 

issue under discussion but would like to follow up as the matter evolves and progresses. She 

stressed that if things evolve towards driverless cars the Motor Insurance Directive should be 

revisited and amended accordingly. She wondered whether product liability would increase its 

relevance in relation to driverless cars and whether the probably high costs of repairing a driverless 

car would require an increase in premiums. She stressed the importance for the insurance 

companies of having access to data in order to predict accidents and set premiums.  

During the meeting the following spoke: Kaja Kallas, Michał Boni, Max Andersson, Mady 

Delvaux, Dario Tamburrano, Robert Bray (Head of Unit, Committee on Legal Affairs Secretariat). 

5. Any other business. 

None. 

6. Next meeting of the Working Group.  

Wednesday, 15 July 2015. Members and participants will be informed of the time and place of the 

meeting in due course.  

 

The meeting closed at 12.55 


