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The diagnosis 

1. Need to reinvest in African agriculture, after 40 years of neglect 
– overcome productivity gaps 

2. Requires (a) a new “green revolution” for Africa implying the 
use of HYVs, large-scale irrigation, access to inputs (fertilizers, 
pesticides), and mechanisation of production; and (b) a value 
chain approach – involving improvements not only in 
agricultural production, but also in processing and retail 

3. Need to combine public financing with private investment, and to 
adopt regulatory reforms to attract private investors 
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Source: World Bank, Agriculture for Development, HDR 2008 
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Source: Fan and Breisinger, based on 2011 OECD statistics (Organisation for 

Economic Cooperation and Development, 2011: Development Assistance 

Committee online database – Official bilateral commitments by sector).  



The implementation : Country Cooperation Frameworks (CCFs) 

1. Bring together strategies in agricultural development, food 
security and nutrition, forming the national implementation 
framework of the African Union's Comprehensive Africa 
Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP)  

2. List commitments of host country: regulatory (seeds, security of 
tenure) and tax environment, transparency and stability in trade 
policy, provision of inputs to farmers, nutrition-specific policies 
(biofortification, e.g.) 

3. List commitments of donor community (total 6.2 billion USD, 72 
% of commitments met by June 2014 according to plan) 

4. “Letters of intent” of companies (total 8 billion USD, 180 
companies, 78 % of commitments met by June 2014 according to 
plan) 

 

The New Alliance for Food Security and Nutrition  

 DEVE Committee, European Parliament - 1 December 2015 



 

 

 

 

 

  

The New Alliance for Food Security and Nutrition  

 DEVE Committee, European Parliament - 1 December 2015 

Total investment pledged by companies having contributed Letters of 

Intent as of November 2012 (by country of origin)  

Source: D. Hong and ONE, New Alliance for Food Security and Nutrition: Part 1  
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Six key areas of concern – 1. Governance and ownership 

-CCFs aligned with the national plans designed under the Comprehensive 

Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP) strategy (2003) (and 

regional implementation frameworks such as the Agricultural Policy of the 

Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAP) for the Economic 

Community of West African States (CEDEAO)), or with the SUN initiative 

(2010) 

-The reference to international standards: the 2004 Voluntary Guidelines to 

support the progressive realization of the right to adequate food in the 

context of national food security ; the 2014 Principles for Responsible 

Investment in Agriculture and Food Systems ; the 2011 UN Guiding 

Principles on Business and Human Rights 
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Six key areas of concern – 2. Access to land and security of tenure 

-Emphasis on security of tenure through titling, however effects may be 

ambiguous: (a) capture of titling process, (b) imposition of taxes on 

registered property, (c) mortgaging of land increasing risks of 

dispossession, (d) distress sales 

-Registration of land may lead to increase inequalities particularly where 

distribution of land is unequal and where rural poverty is to be explained by 

unequal land distribution 

-Formalization as a source of conflict between various forms of tenure 

-Therefore titling schemes should be rolled out gradually, acknowledge 

customary forms of tenure, and be combined with support to small-scale 

farming communities 
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The example of Tanzania's Southern Agricultural Growth Corridor (SAGCOT): 

demarcation of village land to allow leasing out land to investors at 1 USD/ha  



 

 

 

 

 

  

The New Alliance for Food Security and Nutrition  

 DEVE Committee, European Parliament - 1 December 2015 



 

 

 

 

 

  

The New Alliance for Food Security and Nutrition  

 DEVE Committee, European Parliament - 1 December 2015 



 

 

 

 

 

  

The New Alliance for Food Security and Nutrition  

 DEVE Committee, European Parliament - 1 December 2015 



 

 

 

 

 

  

The New Alliance for Food Security and Nutrition  

 DEVE Committee, European Parliament - 1 December 2015 

Six key areas of concern – 3. Contract farming 

Quantity of investments along the value chain (investment figures, in 

thousands of USD) . Source: D. Hong and ONE, The New Alliance for Food 

Security and Nutrition: Part 2 (April 2013)  
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Six key areas of concern – 3. Contract farming: components of a 

framework for sustainable contract farming schemes 

-Economic viability for all parties, by clauses providing for sufficient 

flexibility 

-Fairness in negotiations, by improving the legal literacy of suppliers and 

legal empowerment 

-Respect for women’s rights 

-Clarity and transparency in the reliance on produce quality standards 

-Support to sustainable (agroecological) farming 

-Dispute settlement provisions 

 

The role of the State: adopting codes of good practice or model contract 

farming agreements; provide for dispute settlement procedures; organize 

farmers and contribute to legal empowerment 
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Six key areas of concern – 4. Regulatory reform in the seed sector 

-CCFs include commitment to establish a UPOV-compliant regulatory 

framework, protecting plant breeders’ rights 

-However, the model proposed presents certain challenges: (a) increased 

dependency on the combined use of commercially bred seeds and other 

inputs, (b) neglects of landraces that perform well in certain agroecological 

environments, (c) accelerates genetic erosion / loss of agrobiodiversity, 

leading to economic vulnerability and reduced resilience vis-à-vis shocks  

 

Role of the State: to adopt a balanced approach, not only facilitating 

access (including affordable access) to hybrids, but also supporting 

farmers’ seed systems, which otherwise may be marginalized (a) by seed 

catalogues only allowing exchange of stable varieties, (b) by public 

programmes providing access to inputs, and (c) by buyers’ policies in 

contract farming schemes 
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Six key areas of concern – 5. The nutrition dimension 

-Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) initiative launched in 2010, now including 55 

countries and the Indian state of Maharashtra 

-Weak references in CCFs: only 7% of investments under the NAFSN 

include a direct nutritional component 

-No reference to implementation of the 1981 International Code of 

Marketing of Breast-Milk Substitutes and the resolutions adopted by the 

World Health Assembly (WHA) on Infant and Young Child Nutrition, nor to 

WHO Set of recommendations on the marketing of foods and non-alcoholic 

beverages to children (WHA Res. 63.14)  

 

Role of the State: to encourage diversified farming systems and 

investments in a diversity of crops, for more balanced diets; and to commit 

to support breastfeeding and to implement the relevant WHO 

recommendations 

 



The New Alliance for Food Security and Nutrition  

 DEVE Committee, European Parliament - 1 December 2015 

Six key areas of concern – 6. Gender 

-The gender dimension largely absent from implementation of NAFSN, 

despite (a) significant discrimination against women in access to productive 

resources (land, inputs, knowledge and training), (b) failure to take into 

account specific needs of women, (c) feminization of agriculture as a result 

of gendered agrarian transition  

-References to women insist only on improving ability to succeed as 

entrepreneurs, however other exit routes (outside agriculture, or for non-

cash farming) are neglected, and no reference to rights or empowerment 

 


