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UEAPME 

 

Luc Hendrickx 

Director Enterprise Policy and External Relations  

European Association of Craft, Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises 

Luc Hendrickx is since 2000 Director of Enterprise Policy and External Relations at 

UEAPME, the European employer's organisation representing the interests of crafts 

and SMEs at EU level. Across the whole of Europe, UEAPME represents through its 

65 member organisations over 12 million enterprises with nearly 55 million 

employees. 

In this function he is responsible for SME policy, better regulation, legal affairs, 

internal market issues, accounting, retail, tourism, trade, corporate social 

responsibility, external relations... 

From 1997 until 2000 he was member of cabinet of the Flemish Minister of 

Environment and Employment. In 1989 he joined UNIZO, the Belgian SME 

organisation, as Legal Counsellor. Between 1992 and 1998 he was also professor at 

the Flemish Economic High School (VLEKHO) in Brussels. He started his career in 

1986 as salesman in his sister’s do-it-your self shop. 

Luc Hendrickx has a Law degree from the Catholic University of Leuven (B), a 

Diploma from the Institut Européen des Hautes Etudes Internationales of Nice (F) 

and a Master in European Studies from the Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona (S).
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UNILEVER  

 

 

 

Mr Christian Prins,  

Director European External Affairs at Unilever 

 

Joined Unilever in May 2008. 

Christiaan Prins holds a Master degree in International Relations from the University 

of Groningen (NL) and a PhD in Arts from the University of Groningen (NL). Before 

joining Unilever, he worked over five years in the European Parliament as a policy 

advisor to an MEP. Christiaan Prins was the Sherpa for Unilever CEO Paul Polman in 

the European Resource Efficiency Platform (2014) and he participated in the 

European Commission expert group on Eco-Innovation (2014-2015). Christiaan Prins 

heads since January 2014 the Unilever European External Affairs Office in Brussels. 

Nationality: Dutch  
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BEUC  

 

 

 

 

Mrs Ursula Pachl,  

Deputy Director General 

 

Ms. Pachl has been with BEUC since October 1997, first as Legal Advisor, then as 

Senior Policy Advisor and presently as Deputy Director General. 

BEUC represents 41 independent national consumer associations from 31 European 

countries. The primary task of BEUC is to act as a strong consumer voice in Brussels 

and to try to ensure that consumer interests are given their proper weight in the 

development of all Community policies. Apart from deputising for the Director 

General, Ms. Pachl is leading BEUC’s work on the consumer legislation acquis and is 

responsible for horizontal and strategic policy issues. 

Prior to working for BEUC, Ms. Pachl worked at the Austrian Federal Ministry of 

Health and Consumer Protection in Vienna and at the Austrian Consumer 

Information Association as a member of the Consumer Advisory Board. 

Ms. Pachl is the author of several articles in consumer policy and law journals.
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EUROCADRES 

 

Mrs Janina Mackiewicz 

Policy Officer EUROCADRES 

 

Janina Mackiewicz is a Policy Officer at Eurocadres. Eurocadres is a recognised 

European cross-sectoral social partner and a trade union voice of nearly six million 

professionals and managers. In her current capacity, she is a member of the 

Commission’s U-Multirank advisory board dealing with European ranking tools for 

higher education institutions. She is an expert on issues related to trade secrets, 

labour mobility, higher education as well as IPR from the professional employees’ 

perspective.   

Ms. Mackiewicz graduated with a Master’s in Social Sciences from Åbo Akademi 

University, Finland (2007) with a special focus on International Law and European 

Studies. She has also studied at Royal Holloway, University of London. Prior to 

joining Eurocadres she worked at the Finnish Parliament, European Parliament, 

National Union of University Students in Finland and Fipra International.  
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ETUC 

 

 

Mrs Séverine Picard 

Legal Advisor 

 

Séverine Picard is since 2007 ETUC Legal Advisor for the European Trade Union 

Confederation (ETUC) where she deals with legal issues (EU labour law, fundamental 

rights, EU company law, public procurement). She graduated in law in 2000 

(Université la Sorbonne, Paris) and completed a Masters in European Law and Policy 

in 2002 (University of Manchester). She has previously worked as a Parliamentary 

assistant in the European Parliament and as a Researcher in a UK based research 

Institute. 



7 

 

BUSINESSEUROPE 

 

Mr Paul Coebergh van den Braak,  

Chair of s Free Movement of Goods Working Group  

 

Paul Coebergh van den Braak is with Philips Intellectual Property and Standards 

where he is globally responsible for a company wide strategic standardization 

program including regulatory legal frameworks and standards. In the latter context 

he Chairs the BUSINESSEUROPE working group for Free Movement of Goods on the 

EU Single Market. He is president and chairman of the board of the Dutch 

electrotechnical standardization committee NEC as well as member of the IEC 

Council Board, and annually heads the NEC delegation to the CENELEC General 

Assembly. 

Paul represents Philips in the board level of various industry standardization 

consortia. He is Vice Chair of the HIMSS Personal Connected Health Alliance and 

director of AllSeen, an Alliance fostering an open platform for the Internet of Things. 

Paul holds masters in Mathematics and Business Administration and has 33 years of 

experience in various companies including products, projects and service businesses, 

small, mid size and large companies, and professional as well as consumer markets. 

The early part of his career he was in various managerial positions in product and 

technology development. He moved into standardization and regulatory affairs in 

2006. 
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AGCOM,  

 

Mr Antonio Preto,  

Commissioner of AGCOM, Italian Communications 

Regulatory Authority 

 

Antonio Preto has been one of the Commissioners 

managing AGCOM, the Italian independent 

regulator of the electronic communications, 

audio-visual and postal sectors since 2012. 

Currently he lectures on International Trade Law 

at the Faculty of Economics, Management and 

Statistics of the University of Bologna. 

He worked as an European Union (EU) servant for over 20 years. His career started 

in the European Parliament (EP) and culminated at the European Commission, where 

he moved in May 2008 to become Head of Cabinet to the Vice-President of the 

European Commission Antonio Tajani, in charge of Transport during the first Barroso 

Commission and in charge of Industry and Entrepreneurship during the second 

Barroso Commission. Between 1992 and 2008 he held various positions in the 

European Parliament (EP) including Parliamentary Advisor to the European People’s 

Party's group on the Committee on Legal Affairs and the Internal Market, Principal 

administrator of the EP's Secretariat-General, Team leader in charge of EU internal 

affairs in President Hans-Gert Pöttering's cabinet and Advisor for Legal and 

Legislative Affairs to the President. 

He has authored numerous publications on European law (for example on the 

services directive, company law, public procurement, professional qualifications) and 

is a frequent contributor to various Italian newspapers such as Il Sole 24 Ore. In Le 

libere professioni in Europa: regole e concorrenza per il mercato globale (Egea 2001, 

forward by Ana Palacio) he illustrates the legal framework and the regulatory 

perspectives of the Liberal Professions in the European and global markets. 

His latest book “In principio è la rete” (Marsilio 2014, forward by Malcolm Harbour), 

presented as opening event at Venice Digital Conference in July 2014, analyses the 

Internet’s impact on our society and its governance. 

He lead the workshop Zero rating, Open Internet and Freedom of Expression at the 

Internet Governance Forum 2015 in Joao Pessoa, Brazil. 

See also his blog www.antoniopreto.it. 
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FACTORY 

 

Mr Simon Schaefer,  

Founder and CEO of the Factory  

 

Simon Schaefer began as a designer in 1997, working for German startups from 

inside interactive agencies. Since then he has created several successful brands, 

including Kameha Hotels, Motorvision TV Station (on Sky) and Wirecard (listed on 

TecDax). He ran his own sneaker boutique Nort in Berlin, as well as the 95 Gallery 

showcasing street artists such as Futura 2000, Stash and KR. Schaefer has invested 

in angel- and seed-stage companies as a partner of JMES Investments in Berlin 

and launched his own startup, totalCommerce, in 2010. 

In 2011, he founded Factory, a campus model for startups and mature technology 

driven companies.
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EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

 

Mr Martin Siecker 

President of the Section for the "Single Market, Production and Consumption" (INT) 

of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) 

 

Martin Siecker, who represents the Dutch trade union FNV (Federatie Nederlandse 

Vakbeweging), started his professional career in the early seventies as a journalist 

for ‘de Volkskrant’, a nationwide progressive newspaper in the Netherlands. In 1981 

he joined the union for industrial workers as editor of the members' magazine. In 

the years that followed he experimented with audio-visual techniques to 

communicate with members and after the merger with 3 other unions to the current 

union for multiple industrial and services branches in 1998 he became a national 

officer for the agricultural sector, responsible for negotiations on collective labour 

agreements in several branches of the sector. In 2002 he joined the EESC. Since 

March 2013 he is president of the INT section. He is also a member of the Section 

for "Agriculture, Rural Development and Environment" (NAT). 
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COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS 

 

 

Mr Alessandro PASTACCI  

Member of the European Committee of the Regions 

 

Mr. Pastacci is president of the Province of Mantua. He is a member of the ECON 

and CIVEX Commissions of the European Committee of the Regions. He was Mayor 

for two mandates and national President of the Union of Italian Provinces. He holds 

the post of President of the international association "Arco Latino". 


