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Independent auditor’s report with respect to the Annual Accounts of the 
Sallux for the year ended 31 December 2021 

 

In accordance with our service contract dated 5 January 2021 with the European Union 

represented by the European Parliament, we report to you as independent auditor on the 

performance of our audit mandate which was entrusted to Grant Thornton Bedrijfsrevisoren CVBA. 

This report includes our opinion on the balance sheet as at 31 December 2021, the income 

statement for the year ended 31 December 2021 and the disclosures (all elements together the 

"Annual Accounts”) using the abbreviated schedule and on the Final Statement of eligible 

expenditure actually incurred as well as on compliance with rules and regulations applicable to 

funding of European political parties and European political foundations and includes as well our 

report on regulatory requirements. These two reports are considered as one report and are 

inseparable.  

We have been appointed as independent auditor by the European Parliament in our contract dated 

5 January 2021. Our mandate expires after the delivery of our audit opinion for the year ended 31 

December 2021. 

Report on the Annual Accounts and the Final Statement of eligible expenditure 
actually incurred 

Unqualified opinion 

We have audited the Annual Accounts of Sallux (the "Entity"), that comprise the balance sheet on 

31 December 2021, as well as the income statement of the year and the disclosures, which show a 

balance sheet total of € 82.915,02 and of which the income statement shows a profit for the year of 

€ 3.728,62.  

In our opinion, the Annual Accounts give a true and fair view of the Entity’s net equity and financial 

position as at 31 December 2021, and of its results for the year then ended, prepared in 

accordance with the financial reporting framework applicable in the Netherlands, using the 

abbreviated schedule.  

We have also audited the Final Statement of eligible expenditure actually incurred for the year 

ended 31 December 2021, in accordance with rules and regulations applicable to funding of 

European political parties and European political foundations, of Sallux. 

In our opinion, the Final Statement of eligible expenditure actually incurred of the Entity for the year 

ended 31 December 2021 is prepared, in all material respects, in accordance with rules and 

regulations applicable to funding of European political parties and European political foundations. 
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Basis for the unqualified opinion  

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (“ISA”). Our 

responsibilities under those standards are further described in the “Our responsibilities for the audit 

of the Annual Accounts and the Final Statement of eligible expenditure actually incurred” section of 

our report.  

We have complied with all ethical requirements that are relevant to our audit, including those with 

respect of independence.  

We have obtained from the Members of the Board and the officials of the Entity the explanations 

and information necessary for the performance of our audit and we believe that the audit evidence 

we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.  

Emphasis of Matter - Basis of Accounting and Restriction on Distribution  

We draw attention to the Final Statement of eligible expenditure actually incurred. This schedule is 

prepared to assist the Entity to meet the requirements of the European Parliament. As a result, the 

schedule may not be suitable for another purpose. Our opinion is not modified in respect of this 

matter. 

Responsibilities of the Members of the Board for the preparation of the Annual 

Accounts and the Final Statement of eligible expenditure actually incurred 

The Members of the Board are responsible for the preparation of the Annual Accounts that give a 

true and fair view in accordance with the reporting framework applicable in the Netherlands and 

the Final Statement of eligible expenditure actually incurred. This responsibility includes: 

designing, implementing and maintaining internal control which the Members of the Board 

determine to be necessary to enable the preparation of the Annual Accounts and the Final 

Statement of eligible expenditure actually incurred that are free from material misstatement, 

whether due to fraud or error.  

The Members of the Board are responsible towards the European Parliament for the use of the 

grant awarded and must comply with the provisions of the Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 

1141/2014, Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046 ('the Financial Regulation') and the underlying 

acts.  

As part of the preparation of the Annual Accounts, the Members of the Board are responsible for 

assessing the Entity's ability to continue as a going concern, and provide, if applicable, information 

on matters impacting going concern. The Members of the Board should prepare the Annual 

Accounts using the going concern basis of accounting, unless the Members of the Board either 

intend to liquidate the Entity or to cease business operations, or has no realistic alternative but to 

do so. 
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Our responsibilities for the audit of the Annual Accounts and the Final Statement of 

eligible expenditure actually incurred 

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance whether the Annual Accounts and the Final 

Statement of eligible expenditure actually incurred are free from material misstatement, whether 

due to fraud or error, and to express an opinion on these Annual Accounts and Final Statement of 

eligible expenditure actually incurred based on our audit. Reasonable assurance is a high level of 

assurance, but not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with the ISA will always 

detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and 

considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to 

influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these Annual Accounts and the 

Final Statement of eligible expenditure actually incurred.  

When performing our audit, we comply with the legal, regulatory and normative framework that 

applies to the audit of the financial statements in the Netherlands. However, a statutory audit does 

not provide assurance as to the future viability of the Entity nor as to the efficiency or effectiveness 

with which the governing body has conducted or will conduct the Entity’s business. Our 

responsibilities regarding the assumption of going concern applied by the governing body are 

described below. 

Furthermore, with respect to the Final Statement of eligible expenditure actually incurred, it is our 

responsibility to express an opinion on the compliance with rules and regulations applicable to 

funding of European political parties and European political foundations.  

As part of an audit, in accordance with ISA, we exercise professional judgment and we maintain 

professional scepticism throughout the audit. We also perform the following tasks:  

 Identification and assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the Annual Accounts 

and the Final Statement of eligible expenditure actually incurred, whether due to fraud or error, 

the planning and execution of audit procedures to respond to these risks and obtain audit 

evidence which is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of not 

detecting material misstatements is larger when these misstatements are due to fraud, since 

fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override 

of internal control; 

 Obtaining insight in the system of internal controls that are relevant for the audit and with the 

objective to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the 

purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Entity's internal control; 

 Evaluating the selected and applied accounting policies, and evaluating the reasonability of 

the accounting estimates and related disclosures made by the Members of the Board as well 

as the underlying information given by the Members of the Board;  

 Conclude on the appropriateness of the Members of the Board's use of the going concern 

basis of accounting, and based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty 

exists related to event or conditions that may cast significant doubt on the Entity's ability to 

continue as a going concern. If we conclude that a material uncertainty exists, we are required 

to draw attention in our auditor’s report to the related disclosures in the Annual Accounts or, if 

such disclosures are inadequate, to modify our opinion. Our conclusions are based on audit 

evidence obtained up to the date of the auditor’s report. However, future events or conditions 

may cause the Entity to cease to continue as a going-concern; 
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 Evaluating the overall presentation, structure and content of the Annual Accounts and the 

Final Statement of eligible expenditure actually incurred, and evaluating whether these Annual 

Accounts and the Final Statement of eligible expenditure actually incurred reflect a true and 

fair view of the underlying transactions and events. 

We communicate with the Members of the Board regarding, among other matters, the planned 

scope and timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in 

internal control that we identify during our audit. 

Report on regulatory requirements 

Responsibilities of the Members of the Board 

The Members of the Board are responsible for the compliance by the Entity with the legal and 

regulatory requirements applicable in the Netherlands, its articles of association, the legal and 

regulatory requirements regarding bookkeeping and the provisions of the Grant Agreement 

between the European Parliament and the Entity (‘the Funding Agreement’), Regulation (EU, 

Euratom) No. 1141/2014, Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046 (‘the Financial Regulation’) and the 

underlying acts. 

Responsibilities of the auditor 

Our audit work included specific procedures to gather sufficient and appropriate audit evidence to 

verify, in all material respects, that the financial provisions and obligations of the grant award 

agreement, Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014, Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046 (‘the 

Financial Regulation’) and the underlying acts have been met. 

Independence matters 

We have not performed any other services that are not compatible with the audit of the Annual 

Accounts and the Final Statement of eligible expenditure actually incurred and we have remained 

independent of the Entity during the course of our mandate.  

Other communications 

 Without prejudice to certain formal aspects of minor importance, the accounting records were 

maintained in accordance with the legal and regulatory requirements applicable in the 

Netherlands; 

 The costs declared were actually incurred; 

 The statement of revenue is exhaustive;  

 The financial documents submitted by the entity to the European Parliament are consistent with 

the financial provisions of the Funding Agreement;  

 The obligations arising from Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014, in particular from Article 

20 thereof, have been met;  

 The obligations arising from the Funding Agreement, in particular from Article II.9 and Article 

II.19 thereof, have been met;  

 Any surplus of Union funding is carried over to the next financial year and has been used in the 

first quarter of that financial year, pursuant to Article 222(7) of the Financial Regulation; 
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 Any surplus of own resources was transferred to the reserve;  

 We were not yet provided with the financial statements prepared in accordance with the 

international accounting standards defined in article 2 of regulation (EC) No 1606/2002. The 

financial statements prepared in accordance with the international accounting standards will be 

subject to a separate audit opinion. 

 

Vilvoorde, June 1st, 2022 

Grant Thornton Bedrijfsrevisoren SCRL 

Represented by 

 

 

Gunther Loits 

Registered auditor
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Annex 1: Annual accounts 
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Annex 2: Final Statement of eligible expenditure actually 
incurred 
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Sallux Activity Report 2021 
 

Events 
 

The Advanced School of Politics – XV edition (Italy) 

February – April 2021 

Partner: Fondazione Magna Carta 

(As well as other partners) 
 

The Advanced School of Politics has been scheduled three months lasting event (Feb-April 2021). 

The initiative has the aim to give students the chance to study and debate many topics about 

Politics, Institutions, International Relations, Science, Anthropology, Ethical Issues. In the current 

academic year 40 students took part at the School.  
 

The School has been organised entirely in videoconference, due to Coronavirus restrictions..The 

Advanced School of Politics is inter-disciplinary by definition. The XV Edition programme has 

been entitled to "Post Covid Policies" on five subject matters: Economics, Science and Technology, 

Anthropology, Constitutional Reforms, European and International Affairs. The lessons have 

been given by speakers with outstanding reputation. Many of them are Managers, commis de 

l’État, Professors, Journalists and  Experts. 
 

Despite the remote schedule, this edition has been one of the most successful in the history of the 

School. The students have demonstrated an extremely high level of activity and participation and 

the "online" version has permitted to involve speakers from all over the world enriching the 

academic program of the School. The law ban on public events made the final ceremony 

impossible. 
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Thinking Beyond Moria  

6 April 2021 

Partners: Economic Summit & Scientific Institute ChristenUnie 
 

 

The online event focused at the causes and consequences of 

migration to the EU. Both the root causes in Africa leading to migration 

as well as how we can deal better with migrants coming to Europe 

were discussed during this event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Beyond Association Agreement and DCFTA - Prospects and Challenges’ 

      20 June 2021 

Sallux & CDI Georgia 

The national EU-‐Georgia Conference: “Beyond Association Agreement and DCFTA - Prospects and 

Challenges” was held in Tbilisi on 20 June, 2021. The participants heard more from expert speakers 

and national leaders on Georgia’s EU aspirational prospects. The conference also fostered an open 

discussion about advantages and disadvantages, also dangers and challenges of Georgia’s 

geopolitical choice.  
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Europadag /Europe Day 

9 May 2021 

Partners: U Dialoog/PAX/CEC/Churches Utrecht and others 
 

The annual Europe Day event was held online in this occasion due to the Corona situation. The focus 

was ‘The Story of Europe’ as seen from various angles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘To Ceasar & to God’ 

27 & 28 November 2021 

Partners: Fondazione Magna Carta and others 
 

The event ‘To Ceasar & To God’ was held in hybrid format and focused on Europe post-pandemic 

both in terms of politics as well as the Church-State relations during and after the pandemic (as 

experienced in several countries). A wide range of speakers addressed the in-person and online 

audiences on these topics. 
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‘End of Life Care & ECHR’ 

12 October 2021 

Partner: Juristenvereniging Pro Vita 

 

An event dedicated to End of Life Care in light of the ECHR and related research. Speakers from The 

Netherlands and Belgium.  

 

 

‘Mission, Kingdom of God’ 

3 & 4 December 2021 

Partners: Swedish Evangelical Alliance and others 
 

The goal of the conference was to equip the participants to make an impact in society through 

seminars/teaching. Moreover the gathering aimed to bring together potential influencers and sharpen 

their thoughts on present issues. Areas of focus were (among others) Islam in Europe (presentation of 

Sallux/Clapham publication), Human Dignity (presentation by Sallux), Identity Politics, Identity in the 

Middle East (connected to migration & integration).  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Internal meetings (online) 
 
 
In addition to the list of events above Sallux organized a number of internal online meetings around 

Christian Politics as well as online meetings around the other themes of the new ‘four streams’ setup 

of Sallux. In addition Sallux held its annual General Members Assembly online at 22 June 2021.  
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Publications 
 

‘A Relational Vision for Europe, Revitalising Christian Democracy today’ 

Partner: Jubilee Centre 

 
The political landscape of Europe is more fractured today than at any time since the Second World 

War. There are such strong polarising forces that the rhetoric of ‘unity’ sounds increasingly empty. At 

the same time, European Christian Democracy has lost its distinctive identity and it threatens to be 

incorporated into one or other of the competing sides. Is there a promising way forward? This book 

sets out a relational vision that can act as a revitalising and unifying force. By reaching beyond the 

cultural and traditional roots of Christian division, we find in the biblical text a unique source for 

political common ground. With this publication we can begin to see how this relational vision becomes 

reality. 

 

‘Engaging Ethnic Minorities’ 

Partner: Oxford House 
 

This report studies the application of the principles of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the 

European Union (EU) to the Union’s interaction with ethnic and religious minorities; specifically, in the 

three Case Studies that follow, the Uyghurs, Baluch and Kurds. Together they reveal the importance 

of understanding, integrity, flexibility and creativity in EU and Western Alliance engagement with ethnic 

and religious minorities. In the conclusion, practical proposals are presented that intend to safeguard 

good practice and address deficiencies in EU foreign policy and practice. More could be said on all of 

the issues addressed in this report. It is hoped sufficient grounds are laid here to encourage the 

European Council to commission a more substantial survey of EU foreign policy with respect to ethnic 

and religious minorities and, as a consequence, invest at least as much in understanding as in helping 

minority communities. 

 
‘Christian-democracy’ 
Partner: FDA 
 
Due to the continuing Corona crisis in 2021 the initially planned event in Ukraine has been replaced by 
a publication on the history and current state of Christian-democracy in Europe and what this could 
mean for Ukraine.  

  

http://www.sallux.eu/
mailto:info@sallux.eu


 

Bergstraat 33 | 3811 NG Amersfoort | The Netherlands 

Tel: +31 33 3040012 |+31 (0)6 10763632  

www.sallux.eu | info@sallux.eu  
Towards a Relational Europe 

’Islamiska värderingar kontra västerländska värderingar: Utmaningar för 

integration och mänskliga rättigheter’ 

Partner: Clapham Institute  
 

Muslim immigration into Europe has imported values that can be considered incompatible with 

western society.  This report intends to investigate what role Islam plays in the challenges to integrate 

Muslims in western society. In this effort the report insists that fundamental freedoms cannot be 

curtailed for Muslims but that clarity in implementing integration policies is essential. An English 

translation will be published in 2022 by Sallux. 

 

‘A Just Economy in a Post-Corona Time’ 

Partner: WEA Business Coalition 
 

‘Back to normal’ in a post-Corona time?  But what if normal pre-Corona was actually not functional? 

What could a new normal for our economy and economic policies look like? The COVID-19 pandemic 

has again revealed the fragility of the global economy. The impact of lockdown has exposed how 

short-sighted business systems focused on individual accumulation (rather than inclusive prosperity) 

have built a weak economy. The reality is that a nation’s economy cannot be just if resources are 

forcibly taken from one group and given to another. Likewise, a nation’s economy cannot be just if a 

large section of the population does not have access to resources and thus cannot participate. We 

need a new approach to the economy and business practice that does not feed the consumption 

habits of a few elite – an approach that values and incorporates the ability for individuals and their 

cities to flourish. 

 

‘Revisiting the EU two-state policy’ 

Partner: Thinc 
 

This report is a critical reconsideration of the role of international law in the development and 

implementation of the EU’s “Two-state” policy regarding the Israel/Palestine conflict, in light of recent 

developments in the field of international law and the new realities in the Middle East, aimed at a new 

legal paradigm and approach.  
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Isänmaallisuus yhdentymisen ja kansallismielisyyden puristuksessa 

‘Patriotism between (European) integration & nationalism’ 

Partner: Kompassi 
 

What would a “good homeland” be like? How is the question of whether one belongs to a larger unit or 

whether one is curled up in one's own circumstances? What kind of solutions have been reached in 

history, and does traditional patriotism no longer have room in the midst of the pressures of 

globalization and nationalism? (In light of the massive European support for Ukraine and Ukrainian 

patriotism, this is a very actual publication). 

 

Riemuvuosiopas (Jubilee Roadmap) 

Partner: Kompassi 
 

The Finnish translation of the ‘Jubilee Roadmap’. This is the first part of ‘A Relational Agenda’ (Sallux 

publication in cooperation with Jubilee Centre). 

 

Omantunnon- ja sananvapauden hauraat tasapainot 

Fragile balances of conscience and freedom of speech 

Partner: Kompassi 
  

The difficult issues of freedom of conscience, religion and expression are similar across Europe. 

Nancy Lefèvre’s writing looks at the challenges to free speech in secular France as an example and 

framework for debate. 

 

‘Hate Crime and Hate Speech; An Analysis of the Law and new Developments 

in four European Jurisdictions’ 
 

This publication explores and analyses hate speech legislation in four European jurisdictions and 

provides a number of recommendations to preserve the right balance between combating hate speech 

and freedom of speech. 
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‘Goede zorg rond het levenseinde’ (Good care around the end of life) 

Partners:  Prof.dr. G.A. Lindeboom Instituut and others 
 

The study provides insight into topics of what is known and unknown about medical-ethical questions 

on euthanasia and 'completed life', applied to a number of sub-topics as well as an overview of 

European practices. It also offers perspectives on moral dilemmas, partially inspired by the European 

tradition of Christian thought. Sallux will publish an English translation in 2022. 

 

’20 jaar na 09/11’ (20 years post 09/11) 

Partner: Scientific Institute SGP  
 

A joint edition of the Zicht magazine dedicated to the fight against terrorism and the new international 

order since 09/11 in that regard. The edition includes various reflections on EU policies both with 

regard to fighting terrorism as well as international cooperation and aid.  

 

 

Publications produced over 2021 & 2022 

(to be finalized in 2022) 
 

 

‘Stakeholder Capitalism; From extraction to creation’ 

Partner: Jubilee Centre  
 

The aim of this report is to help us imagine a better common economic life, one which rewards all the 

stakeholders in business, rather than privileging the shareholding few.  Such a move can and does 

benefit people, planet and profit, but it will only do so when we move from a story fueled by extraction 

to one formed by creation. 

 

‘Prohibition of discriminatory abortions based on gender or disability’ 
 

This report explores the tension between abortion policies and the notion of anti-discrimination with 

regard to gender or disability. 
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Activities Q 1 2022 
 

 

The Advanced School of Politics – XVI edition (Italy) 

March – April 2022 

Partner: Fondazione Magna Carta (As well as other partners) 
 
 

This edition of the advanced school of politics was initially focused on liberties and recovery (from 

corona). Obviously the war in Ukraine had a serious impact on the program which was especially 

highlighted in the last weekend of this program.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Wilberforce Academy (Sweden) 

February – April 2022 

Partner: Clapham Institute 

(As well as other partners) 
 
 
The Wilberforce Academy consisted of three intensive weekend gatherings, plus participation at the 

European Leadership Forum as voluntary conclusion of their course. The weekend gatherings 

consisted of lectures, discussions, practical tasks and personal mentoring. 
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