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Independent auditor’s report with respect to the Annual Accounts of the 
European People’s Party AISBL for the year ended 31 December 2019 

In accordance with our service contract dated 18 November 2016 with the European Union represented 
by the European Parliament, we report to you as independent auditor on the performance of our audit 
mandate which was entrusted to EY Réviseurs d’Entreprises SRL. This report includes our opinion on 
the balance sheet as at 31 December 2019, the income statement for the year ended 31 December 
2019 and the disclosures (all elements together the “Annual Accounts”) using the abbreviated schedule 
and on the Final Statement of reimbursable expenditure actually incurred as well as on compliance with 
rules and regulations applicable to funding of European political parties and European political 
foundations and includes as well our report on regulatory requirements. These two reports are 
considered as one report and are inseparable. 

We have been appointed as independent auditor by the European Parliament in our contract dated 
18 November 2016. Our mandate expires after the delivery of our audit opinion for the year ended 
31 December 2019. 

 

Report on the audit of the Annual Accounts and the Final Statement of 
reimbursable expenditure actually incurred 

Unqualified opinion 

We have audited the Annual Accounts of 
European People’s Party AISBL (the “Entity”), 
that comprise the balance sheet on 31 December 
2019, as well as the income statement of the 
year and the disclosures, which show a balance 
sheet total of € 5.741.776 and of which the 
income statement shows a positive result for the 
year of € 52.244,34.  

In our opinion, the Annual Accounts give a true 
and fair view of the Entity’s net equity and 
financial position as at 31 December 2019, and of 
its results for the year then ended, prepared in 
accordance with the financial reporting 
framework applicable in Belgium, using the 
abbreviated schedule. 

We have also audited the Final Statement of 
reimbursable expenditure actually incurred for 
the year ended 31 December 2019 in accordance 
with rules and regulations applicable to funding of 
European political parties and European political 
foundations of European People’s Party AISBL.  

In our opinion, the Final Statement of 
reimbursable expenditure actually incurred of the 
Entity for the year ended 31 December 2019 is 
prepared, in all material respects, in accordance 

with rules and regulations applicable to funding of 
European political parties and European political 

foundations.  

Basis for the unqualified opinion 

We conducted our audit in accordance with 
International Standards on Auditing (“ISA”). Our 
responsibilities under those standards are further 
described in the “Our responsibilities for the audit 
of the Annual Accounts and the Final Statement 
of reimbursable expenditure actually incurred” 
section of our report. 

We have complied with all ethical requirements 
that are relevant to our audit, including those with 
respect of independence.  

We have obtained from the Members of the Board 
and the officials of the Entity the explanations and 
information necessary for the performance of our 
audit and we believe that the audit evidence we 
have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to 
provide a basis for our opinion. 

Emphasis of Matter – Basis of Accounting 
and Restriction on Distribution 

We draw attention to the Final Statement of 
reimbursable expenditure actually incurred. This 
schedule is prepared to assist the Entity to meet 
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the requirements of the European Parliament. As 
a result, the schedule may not be suitable for 
another purpose. Our opinion is not modified in 
respect of this matter. 

Other Matters 

We draw your attention to the developments 
surrounding the Covid-19 virus that has a 
profound impact on people’s health and on society 
as a whole. This also has an impact on the 
operational and financial performance of 
organisations and the assessment of the Entity’s 
ability to continue as a Going Concern. The 
situation gives rise to inherent uncertainty. The 
Entity has not made any disclosure of its 
assessment of the impact of Covid-19 in the 
Annual Accounts. We have considered the 
uncertainties related to the potential effects of 
Covid-19 and the assumptions made by the Entity 
in this respect on its operations and financial 
situation. Our opinion is not modified in respect of 
this matter. 

On 31 January 2020, the United Kingdom 
withdrew from the European Union and the 
European Atomic Energy Community (EURATOM). 
At present, negotiations for a new partnership 
with the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland are ongoing. The Entity has not 
made any disclosure of its assessment of the 
impact of Brexit in the Annual Accounts. We have 
considered the uncertainties related to the 
potential effects of Brexit and the assumptions 
made by the Entity in this respect on its 
operations and financial situation. Our opinion is 
not modified in respect of this matter. 

Responsibilities of the Members of the 
Board for the preparation of the Annual 
Accounts and the Final Statement of 
reimbursable expenditure actually incurred 

The Members of the Board are responsible for the 
preparation of the Annual Accounts that give a 
true and fair view in accordance with the 
reporting framework applicable in Belgium and 
the Final Statement of reimbursable expenditure 
actually incurred. This responsibility includes: 
designing, implementing and maintaining internal 
control which the Members of the Board 
determines to be necessary to enable the 
preparation of the Annual Accounts and the Final 
Statement of reimbursable expenditure actually 
incurred that are free from material 
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

The Members of the Board are responsible 
towards the European Parliament for the use of 
the contribution awarded and must comply with 
the provisions of the Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 
1141/2014, Regulation (EU, Euratom) 
2018/1046 (‘the Financial Regulation’) and the 
underlying acts. 

As part of the preparation of the Annual 
Accounts, the Members of the Board are 
responsible for assessing the Entity’s ability to 
continue as a going concern, and provide, if 
applicable, information on matters impacting 
going concern. The Members of the Board should 
prepare the Annual Accounts using the going 
concern basis of accounting, unless the Members 
of the Board either intend to liquidate the Entity 
or to cease business operations, or has no realistic 
alternative but to do so.  

Our responsibilities for the audit of the 
Annual Accounts and the Final Statement 
of reimbursable expenditure actually 
incurred 

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance 
whether the Annual Accounts and the Final 
Statement of reimbursable expenditure actually 
incurred are free from material misstatement, 
whether due to fraud or error, and to express an 
opinion on these Annual Accounts and Final 
Statement of reimbursable expenditure actually 
incurred based on our audit. Reasonable 
assurance is a high level of assurance, but not a 
guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance 
with the ISA will always detect a material 
misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can 
arise from fraud or error and considered material 
if, individually or in the aggregate, they could 
reasonably be expected to influence the economic 
decisions of users taken on the basis of these 
Annual Accounts and the Final Statement of 
reimbursable expenditure actually incurred.  

Furthermore, with respect to the Final Statement 
of reimbursable expenditure actually incurred, it 
is our responsibility to express an opinion on the 
compliance with rules and regulations applicable 
to funding of European political parties and 
European political foundations.  

As part of an audit, in accordance with ISA, we 
exercise professional judgment and we maintain 
professional scepticism throughout the audit. We 
also perform the following tasks: 
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• Identification and assessment of the risks of 
material misstatement of the Annual 
Accounts and the Final Statement of 
reimbursable expenditure actually incurred, 
whether due to fraud or error, the planning 
and execution of audit procedures to respond 
to these risks and obtain audit evidence which 
is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis 
for our opinion. The risk of not detecting 
material misstatements is larger when these 
misstatements are due to fraud, since fraud 
may involve collusion, forgery, intentional 
omissions, misrepresentations, or the 
override of internal control; 

• Obtaining insight in the system of internal 
controls that are relevant for the audit and 
with the objective to design audit procedures 
that are appropriate in the circumstances, but 
not for the purpose of expressing an opinion 
on the effectiveness of the Entity’s internal 
control; 

• Evaluating the selected and applied 
accounting policies, and evaluating the 
reasonability of the accounting estimates and 
related disclosures made by the Members of 
the Board as well as the underlying 
information given by the Members of the 
Board; 

• Conclude on the appropriateness of the 
Members of the Board’s use of the going-
concern basis of accounting, and based on the 
audit evidence obtained, whether a material 
uncertainty exists related to event or 
conditions that may cast significant doubt on 
the Entity’s ability to continue as a going 
concern. If we conclude that a material 
uncertainty exists, we are required to draw 
attention in our auditor’s report to the related 
disclosures in the Annual Accounts or, if such 
disclosures are inadequate, to modify our 
opinion. Our conclusions are based on audit 
evidence obtained up to the date of the 
auditor’s report. However, future events or 
conditions may cause the Entity to cease to 
continue as a going-concern; 

• Evaluating the overall presentation, structure 
and content of the Annual Accounts and the 
Final Statement of reimbursable expenditure 
actually incurred, and evaluating whether 
these Annual Accounts and the Final 
Statement of reimbursable expenditure 
actually incurred reflect a true and fair view of 
the underlying transactions and events. 

We communicate with the Members of the Board 
regarding, among other matters, the planned 
scope and timing of the audit and significant audit 
findings, including any significant deficiencies in 
internal control that we identify during our audit.  

 

Report on regulatory requirements 

Responsibilities of the Members of the 
Board  

The Members of the Board are responsible for the 
compliance by the Entity with the legal and 
regulatory requirements applicable in Belgium, its 
articles of association, the legal and regulatory 
requirements regarding bookkeeping and the 
provisions of the European Parliament’s 
contribution decision (‘the Funding Decision’), 
Regulation (EU, Euratom) No. 1141/2014, 
Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046 (‘the 
Financial Regulation’) and the underlying acts. 

Responsibilities of the auditor  

Our audit work included specific procedures to 
gather sufficient and appropriate audit evidence 
to verify, in all material respects, that the financial 

provisions and obligations of the contribution 
decision, Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 
1141/2014, Regulation (EU, Euratom) 
2018/1046 (‘the Financial Regulation’)  and the 
underlying acts have been met. 

Independence matters 

We have not performed any other services that 
are not compatible with the audit of the Annual 
Accounts and the Final Statement of reimbursable 
expenditure actually incurred and we have 
remained independent of the Entity during the 
course of our mandate.  

Other communications  

• Without prejudice to certain formal aspects of 
minor importance, the accounting records 
were maintained in accordance with the legal 
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Final Statement of reimbursable expenditure actually incurred 



EUROPEAN PEOPLE'S PARTY (EPP)

BUDGET/ACTUAL 2019 V 17 AUG 2020

Reimbursable costs Budget Actual Budget Actual

A.1: Personnel costs 4.845.200,00 4.643.065,27
D.1-1. European Parliament funding carried over 

from year N-1
n/a               2.297.184,00 

1. Salaries 3.262.500,00 3.260.507,03
D.1-2. European Parliament funding awarded for 

year N
n/a             15.663.000,00 

2. Contributions 1.087.500,00 830.245,74
D.1-3. European Parliament funding carried over 

to year N+1
n/a               4.527.184,00 

3. Professional training 35.000,00 12.700,00
D.1. European Parliament funding used to cover 

90% of reimbursable costs in year N
15.663.000,00 13.433.000,00

4. Staff missions expenses 75.000,00 105.157,54 D.2 Member contributions 1.742.331,33 1.627.791,00

5. Other personnel costs 385.200,00 434.454,96 2.1 From EU member parties 1.431.950,00 1.326.578,00

A.2: Infrastructure and operating costs 1.803.941,00 1.557.100,78
2.2 Campaign contribution from EU parties

309.781,33
300.713,00                 

1. Rent, charges and maintenance costs 760.200,00 802.301,97

2. Costs relating to installation, operation 

and maintenance of equipment
143.741,00 107.895,18 2.3 from supporting members 600,00 500,00

3. Depreciation of movable and immovable 

property
272.000,00 230.182,21 D.3 Donations 0,00 0,00

4. Stationery and office supplies 132.000,00 59.269,99  

5. Postal and telecommunications charges 220.000,00 155.247,68

6. Printing, translation and reproduction 

costs
100.000,00 52.556,68  

7. Other infrastructure costs 176.000,00 149.647,07 D.4 Other own resources 28.356,00 123.518,34

A.3: Administrative costs 1.112.750,00 1.015.308,90 Reimbursements assignment WMCES 28.356,00 44.156,81

1. Documentation costs (newspapers, 

press agencies, databases)
60.000,00 49.097,77 Other benefits 14.671,53

2. Costs of studies and research 7.500,00 0,00 Participation fees non EU member parties 64.690,00                   

3. Legal costs 15.500,00 87.351,12

4. Accounting and audit costs 35.000,00 34.257,07

5. Miscellaneous administrative costs 525.750,00 355.739,37

6. Support to associated entities 469.000,00 488.863,57

A.4: Meetings and representation costs 3.531.661,00 2.407.388,28

1. Costs of meetings 3.496.661,00 2.387.725,89

2. Participation in seminars and 

conferences
5.000,00 0,00

3. Representation costs 27.500,00 19.662,39

4. Costs of invitations 0,00 0,00

5. Other meeting-related costs 2.500,00 0,00

A.5: Information and publication costs 6.109.781,33 5.452.835,12

1. Publication costs 300.000,00 101.197,95

2. Creation and operation of Internet sites 480.000,00 72.198,85

3. Publicity costs 75.000,00 0,00

4. Communications equipment (gadgets) 70.000,00 108.436,62

5. Seminar and exhibitions 5.000,00 5.000,00

6. Election campaigns 4.900.000,00 5.154.475,83

7. Other information-related costs 279.781,33 11.525,87

A. TOTAL REIMBURSABLE COSTS 17.403.333,33 15.075.698,35

Non-reimbursable costs D.5. Contributions in kind

1. Allocations to other provisions 0,00 0,00 D. TOTAL REVENUE 17.433.687,33 15.184.309,34

2. Financial charges 998,00 0,00 E. profit/loss (D-C) 0,00 52.104

3. Exchange losses 1.000,00 7.050,20

4. Doubtful claims on third parties 0,00 5.300,00

5. Others (WMCES Assignment) 28.356,00 44.156,81

6. Contributions in kind
F. Allocation of own resources to the reserve 

account
52.104,00

B. TOTAL NON-REIMBURSABLE COSTS 30.354,00 56.507,01
G. Profit/loss for verifying compliance with the 

no-profit rule (E-F)
0,00 0

C. TOTAL COSTS 17.433.687,33 15.132.205,36 H. Interest from pre-financing 500,00

Brussels, 17 AUG 2020

L.VANDEPUTTE

EPP Dep Secretary Gen

Costs Revenue
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Independent auditor’s report on the Financial Statements in 

accordance with International Financial Reporting Standards of 

European People’s Party AISBL for the year ended 31 December 2019 

 

Unqualified Opinion 

We have audited the Financial Statements of European People’s Party AISBL (the “Entity”), which 

comprise the statement of financial position as at 31 December 2019, as well as the statement of 

profit or loss and the statement of comprehensive income for the year then ended, the statement of 

changes in equity and statement of cash flows for the year then ended, and notes to the Financial 

Statements, including a summary of significant accounting policies. 

In our opinion, the accompanying Financial Statements give a true and fair view of the financial 

position of the Entity as at 31 December 2019, and its financial performance and its cash flows for 

the year then ended in accordance with International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS). 

 

Basis for Unqualified Opinion 

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (ISA). Our 

responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the 

Audit of the Financial Statements section of our report. We are independent of the Entity in 

accordance with the ethical requirements that are relevant to our audit of the Financial Statements, 

and we have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with these requirements. We 

believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for 

our opinion. 

 

Other Matters – Auditor’s Opinion on the Annual Accounts and the Final Statement of eligible 

expenditure actually incurred 

We have also audited the Annual Accounts of the Entity prepared in accordance with the financial 

reporting framework applicable in Belgium and the Final Statement of reimbursable expenditure 

actually incurred, prepared in accordance with rules and regulations applicable to funding of political 

parties and political foundations at European level. In this regard, we have issued our audit report 

dated 11 May 2020. 

 
Other Matters 
 
We draw your attention to the developments surrounding the Covid-19 virus that has a profound 

impact on people’s health and on society as a whole. This also has an impact on the operational and 

financial performance of organisations and the assessment of the Entity’s ability to continue as a 

Going Concern. The situation gives rise to inherent uncertainty. We have considered the uncertainties 



 

 

related to the potential effects of Covid-19 and the assumptions made by the Entity in this respect on 

its operations and financial situation. Our opinion is not modified in respect of this matter. 

 
On 31 January 2020, the United Kingdom withdrew from the European Union and the European 

Atomic Energy Community (EURATOM). At present, negotiations for a new partnership with the 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland are ongoing. We have considered the 

uncertainties related to the potential effects of Brexit and the assumptions made by the Entity in this 

respect on its operations and financial situation. Our opinion is not modified in respect of this matter. 

 

Responsibilities of the Board of Directors for the preparation of the Financial Statements 

The Board of Directors is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the Financial 

Statements in accordance with IFRS, and for such internal control as the Board of Directors determine 

is necessary to enable the preparation of Financial Statements that are free from material 

misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

Pursuant to paragraph 1 of Article 23 of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014, the Entity is 

required to maintain and report on their Financial Statements on the basis of international accounting 

standards as defined in Article 2 of Regulation (EC) No 1606/2002. 

In preparing the Financial Statements, the Board of Directors are responsible for assessing the 

Entity’s ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going 

concern and using the going concern basis of accounting unless they either intend to liquidate the 

Entity or to cease operations, or have no realistic alternative but to do so. 

The Board of Directors are responsible for overseeing the Entity’s financial reporting process. 

 

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements 

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the Financial Statements as a whole 

are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report 

that includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee 

that an audit conducted in accordance with ISA will always detect a material misstatement when it 

exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in 

the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken 

on the basis of these Financial Statements. 

The audit has been performed following our appointment by the European Parliament, which seeks to 

obtain assurance relating to the Entity’s adherence to its obligations under Article 23 of Regulation 

(EU, Euratom) No 1141/2004. 

  



 

 

As part of an audit in accordance with ISA, we exercise professional judgment and maintain 

professional scepticism throughout the audit. We also: 

► Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the Financial Statements, whether due to 
fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit 
evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of not detecting a 
material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may 
involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal 
control. 

 
► Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures 

that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the 
effectiveness of the Entity’s internal control. 

 
► Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting 

estimates and related disclosures made by the Board of Directors. 
 
► Conclude on the appropriateness of management’s use of the going concern basis of accounting and, 

based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or 
conditions that may cast significant doubt on the Entity’s ability to continue as a going concern. If we 
conclude that a material uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor’s report to 
the related disclosures in the Financial Statements or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify our 
opinion. Our conclusions are based on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of our auditor’s 
report. However, future events or conditions may cause the Entity to cease to continue as a going 
concern. 

 
► Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the Financial Statements, including the 

disclosures, and whether the Financial Statements represent the underlying transactions and events in 
a manner that achieves fair presentation. 

 

We communicate with the Board of Directors or their delegates regarding, among other matters, the 

planned scope and timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant 

deficiencies in internal control that we identify during our audit. 

  



 

 

Restriction on use and distribution 
 
The opinion transmitted is only intended for the Entity and for the European Parliament. It may not be 
distributed or made available to any other parties, except those who have regulatory rights of access to it. 
Any review , transmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon this 
information by any persons or entities other than the Entity or the European Parliament is prohibited and 
we will not assume any duty of care or liability towards these persons or entities. 
 
22 June 2020 

 
EY Réviseurs d’Entreprises SRL 
Represented by 
 
 
 
   
 
Danielle Vermaelen* 
Partner 
* Acting on behalf of a BV/SRL 
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