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Preface
In your hands, you have a book with the ability, we hope, to both delight and 

invite reflection. It should provide some food for thought. Europe faces many 

challenges in a decade that has begun with a global pandemic the like of which 

we have not seen since the Spanish flu.

The third decade of the third millennium will offer far more than mere facemasks 

and vaccines. Europe and the world are in rapid development, as digitalisation 

creeps into all aspects of our lives. The global economy has expanded 

exponentially, creating wealth beyond anything the world has seen before.

But these technological and economic developments have also placed other 

issues on the agenda: surveillance, inequality, populism, global warming and  

the future of our democracies.

So how do we reorganise our societies? This is up in the air, and the answer  

is not written in the (EU) stars.



As you flip through these pages, you will encounter drawings from 

Danish cartoonists alongside texts, quotes and thought-provoking 

facts. Political cartoons are most known from newspapers and have  

a special ability to illustrate that which cannot be put into words.  

The more you look at a cartoon, the more details and layers begin to 

peel off. We have tried to address many of the topics that we expect  

to be central themes throughout the 2020s. Naturally, we cannot 

cover every single one, much as we would love to go on and on. Nor 

does it mean that the drawings require their accompanying texts in 

order to make sense. 

We hope this book will stimulate debate, also in the context of  

the Conference on the Future of Europe. It is only through debate  

that democracy can thrive, and that we can find the right path for 

Denmark and Europe in the 20s.

Anne Mette Vestergaard 

Head of European Parliament Office in Denmark





About the European Parliament
This book is a product of the European Parliament Office in Denmark. We work 

to promote European democracy by strengthening societal debate on the EU and 

informing Danes and people living in Denmark about the work of the European 

Parliament. It is the task of the European Parliament to pass legislation, approve 

the EU budget and to control and scrutinise the European Commission. The 705 

members, of which 14 are Danish, are divided into various committees, in which 

they shape the legislation that affects the lives of 448 million EU citizens.

Every five years, the members of the European Parliament are elected by direct 

universal suffrage by the peoples of the 27 EU countries. They work for the 

interests of their voters, just as we know it from any parliament in Europe.  

The members do not team up according to nationality, but rather in transnational  

European political groups based on their political beliefs.



Gitte Skov creates illustrations  

for the newspaper Weekendavisen, 

among others. She often pokes fun 

at the connection between grand 

agendas and the everyday lives of 

ordinary people. Gitte sketches 

everything in pencil, and her style  

is spontaneous and characterised  

by Scandinavian simplicity.

The Old Continent
The term “The Old Continent” is sometimes used when 

referring to Europe – often in contrast to the so-called  

“New World”, North and South America, which Europeans 

colonised from the 16th century onwards.

The last dinosaurs in Europe become extinct

The first human ancestors arrive in Europe

Homo sapiens appear in Europe

The Vikings set sail into the world

The precursor to the EU is created shortly  

after World War II

The Soviet Union is dissolved shortly after  

the fall of the Berlin Wall

The EU joins the Paris Climate Agreement

65,000,000 years ago

2,000,000 years ago

43,000 years ago

1,200 years ago

69 years ago

29 years ago

5 years ago
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Bob Katzenelson has been a regular 

freelancer for the daily newspaper 

Berlingske and has drawn for a 

handful of magazines since 2007. 

He is deputy chairman of Danish 

Cartoonists. As a cartoonist, he 

believes that it is important to  

catch the eye’s immediate attention  

– the hidden key message can sink  

in afterwards.

Solidarity

Europe will not be made all at 
once, or according to a single plan. 
It will be built through concrete 
achievements, which first create  
a de facto solidarity.”
Robert Schuman, French Foreign Minister,  

from the speech made famous as The Schuman Declaration (May 9, 1950) 

Bob K
atzenelson
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Dragons
Dragons are legendary creatures that appear in folk tales 

and mythologies across Europe. Dragons are usually strong, 

dangerous and evil, and can only be fought through cunning 

or in open combat.

The legend of Saint George dates back to the Middle Ages. 

Saint George travelled to North Africa, where a dragon lived. 

Every day a young girl had to be sacrificed to the dragon 

until the king’s only daughter was chosen as the next 

offering. Saint George picked up his sword and defeated 

the dragon on his white horse.

Lars Andersen started in advertising 

but now works as a freelance magazine 

cartoonist for the daily Berlingske and 

as a contributor to various magazines, 

agencies and publishers. He received 

the Cross Prize in 1999, the Kaj Svarre 

Scholarship in 2008, the Ping Prize 

in 2015, and the Pentel Prize for 

Magazine Drawing of the Year 2017. 

Lars has a preference for creating satire 

and commentary drawings.

Lars A
ndersen

D
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Empire
Queen Victoria ruled over the United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Ireland from 1837 until her death, a reign of 

more than 63 years. It was a period of industrial, political, 

scientific, and military progress and a rapidly growing  

British Empire.

Look at the British Colonial  
empire – the most magnificent 
empire that the world ever saw. 
The old Spanish boast that the  
sun never set in their dominions, 
has been more truly realised 
amongst ourselves.”
Sir Henry Ward in the British House of Commons in 1839

Per Marquard Otzen was born 

in 1944. He was employed as a 

cartoonist at the daily Information 

from 1967 and from 2015 he was 

employed by the daily Politiken.  

He is the recipient of the Eckersberg 

Medal and the Danish Arts 

Foundation’s Lifelong Honour.

Per M
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Goods 
Everyone who wants to sell goods in the EU must live up 

to the same rules and standards. This means that it is safe 

for you to buy goods – and easy for companies to sell them 

throughout the EU.

Average consumption of toilet paper per citizen in 2017:

USA 

Europe 

Oceania 

Latin America 

Asia 

Africa

(Numera Analytics)

Annette Carlsen has delivered 

drawings for dailies, trade union 

magazines, journals and associations 

for over 36 years. Annette also draws 

for children’s books and has, among 

other projects, made a stop-motion 

film for the national hospital 

Rigshospitalet’s ward for children  

with cancer. In 2011, she received  

Kaj Svarre’s Scholarship, and in 2015 

she received the Pentel Prize.

22.6 kg 

15.0 kg 

11.0 kg 

6.2 kg 

3.1 kg 

0.7 kg
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Labour
One of the EU’s four freedoms is the right of the free 

movement of labour. This means that as an EU citizen,  

you have the right to live and work anywhere in the EU. 

EU citizens (20-64 years) living in another EU country:

2019: 3.3 % 

2009: 2.4 %

This many people from different EU Member States  

used the right of free movement of labour in 2019:

Germany: 0.8 % 

Denmark: 1.8 % 

Rumania: 19.4 %

Anne Pedersen draws for magazines, 

publishers and children’s books, 

organises workshops, and illustrates 

an array of decor projects. Anne 

creates both simple and highly 

detailed drawings using different 

techniques. Among other things,  

she has received the Ministry of 

Culture’s Illustrator Prize and the 

children’s book prize of the Danish 

School Librarians’ Association.

A
nne Pedersen
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The rule of law 
The rule of law is a fundamental principle of the European 

Union and one of the common values   that all Member 

States are obliged to respect. This includes safeguarding  

free and independent courts. 

Did you know that …

If a Member State violates the EU’s fundamental values, 

the EU can activate the so-called Article 7 procedure, which 

ultimately allows the country to lose its voting rights in  

the EU. The procedure has been initiated twice: 

against Poland in 2017 

against Hungary in 2018

Arne Sørensen has for many 

years contributed to Vejle Amts 

Folkeblad and Fredericia Dagblad. 

As a cartoonist, he explores all 

branches of the medium, from satire 

to reportage to theatre. Arne draws 

by hand and colours digitally. His 

classic and refined style continues 

to sell newspapers in Vejle and the 

surrounding area.

A
rne Sørensen
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Apples and social media
The EU’s Data Protection Regulation, also known as  

GDPR, regulates the use of personal data by companies  

and authorities. It means that, among other requirements, 

they need to ask for your consent before they can collect 

your personal data. 

Did you know that …

77 % of Danes have a Facebook profile 

(Slots- og Kulturstyrelsen, 2019) 

55 % of EU residents are Facebook users 

(Facebook, 2020)

The EU’s largest producers of apples (% of total EU production):

Poland: 25 % 

Italy: 19.2 % 

France: 15.5 %

(Eurostat)

Ditte Lander Ahlgren is a  

cartoonist and graphic designer  

who works with newspapers, 

magazines, books, comics, and creates 

art. Her process is both expressive 

and detail-oriented. She is fascinated 

by human relationships and pop 

culture, and loves to combine 

recognizable everyday objects  

with abstract scenarios.

D
itte Lander A
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The budget 
The EU’s long-term budget for 2021-2027 is 1,074 billion 

euros. This corresponds to approx. 8,000 billion DKK, Danish 

crowns. Before an agreement for such a large commitment 

can be reached, negotiations take place over a long period of 

time between the governments of the EU countries and the 

European Parliament. The budget for 2021-2027 was finally 

settled on in December 2020. 

Did you know that …

Each of the two largest items on the EU budget represents 

approximately one third of the budget:

1. Cohesion: regional development and cooperation  

across borders

2. Natural Resources and Environment: includes agricultural 

subsidies and environmental and climate action

Roald Als has worked at 

Hovedbladet, which gained fame 

with its proclamation of Freetown 

Christiania in 1971, and the dailies 

Weekendavisen and Politiken. Roald  

is the brain behind many books,  

such as the cookbook Women out  

of the kitchen! and he has illustrated  

a variety of   children’s books, such  

as Pinocchio.

R
oald A

ls
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Recovery 
Along with the EU’s seven-year budget, a recovery package 

was created to kick-start the economy after the coronavirus 

crisis. The package is called Next Generation EU and consists 

of 750 billion euros, approximately 5,600,000,000,000 DKK, 

Danish crowns, out of which 360 billion euros are provided 

as loans.

A large part of the money must be invested in green 

transition, digitalisation and research.
Jens Hage works as a freelance 

cartoonist and illustrator and has 

regularly contributed to the daily 

Berlingske since 1980. Jens specializes 

in fast caricatures. In 1993, he 

received the award The Golden 

Drawing Pen, and in 2002 he won 

the Danish section of Best European 

Cartoonist. In 2018, he received the 

Ernst B. Sund Foundation’s major 

cultural award.

Jens H
age
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“It’s only a loan!”



Vaccines strategy
The EU has a common strategy for COVID-19 vaccines. 

This means that the European Commission has made deals 

with individual vaccine manufacturers on behalf of the 

Member States. To help vaccine manufacturers achieve 

their target, amongst other initiatives, the EU has provided 

support for production so that companies would not incur 

unmanageable costs before their vaccines were ready.

In this way, the vaccines have been developed faster than 

what is otherwise feasible. The EU also supports the COVAX 

programme, which aims to secure vaccine doses for the 

world’s poorest countries.

Jon Skræntskov has contributed  

both illustrations and animations  

to a number of Danish magazines 

since 1999, such as the political  

satire magazine Spot as well as for  

the European Commission, Euroman 

and the DaneAge Association. To 

Jon, the underlying story holds the 

key to his visual thinking. He greatly 

appreciates that which is quirky, 

original and innovative.

Jon Skræ
ntskov

Vaccines strategy
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Ladies and gentlemen! COVID-19 
has finally been vanquished! Now 
everything can return to normal...



Trade deals 
The EU has concluded trade agreements with many 

countries, including the United Kingdom, Australia, Mexico, 

and Canada. A large number of agreements are also currently 

being negotiated, but it often takes several years before 

an agreement is reached. The European Parliament must 

approve all trade agreements.

Did you know that …

The mute swan is Denmark’s national bird and is protected 

via the EU Birds Directive.

Jørgen Bitsch is a satirist, illustrator 

and comic book artist. He has made 

a living from it since 1991, and for 

many years, he has taken inspiration 

from American and French drawing 

styles. He has a Master’s degree in 

European ethnology and has used his 

knowledge in the field to bring the 

history of European ideology to life 

in sketches, in particular on topics of 

equality, free will and social mobility.

Jørgen Bitsch
Trade deals
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International deals 
“We must have a seat  
at the table!”



The single currency
The euro is the official currency of 19 of the 27 EU  

countries. The first countries to adopt the euro did so  

in 2002. In Denmark, the euro has been rejected in two 

separate referendums.

Did you know that …

Denmark has a fixed exchange rate policy with the euro:  

One euro is always worth approx. 7.44 DKK, Danish crowns.

The illustrations on the euro banknotes do not show 

monuments or bridges that actually exist: They show  

various eras of European architecture.

Kurt Westergaard has been drawing 

for the daily Jyllands-Posten since the 

1980s. His approach to drawing goes 

up and down, from right to left and 

vice versa. His attitude to his work 

follows the old Picasso anecdote: 

Picasso meets a German Luftwaffe 

officer in France who asks: “Was it  

you who made Guernica?” Picasso 

replies: “No, it was you!”

K
urt W
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Rikke Bisgaard has a degree in visual 

communications from the Danish 

School of Design. She has illustrated 

articles for consumer magazines and 

professional magazines. Rikke works 

with the medium of digital collage, 

in which she experiments with 

different formats and tries to create 

alternative, poetic and aesthetic 

pictures with understated humour 

and seriousness. 

Motto
Since 2000, the motto of the European Union has been: 

“United in diversity”.

It was chosen because many different countries, cultures and 

languages   work together in the EU. But it is also a reference 

to the fact that everyone must have the opportunity to 

participate fully in society, regardless of their nationality, 

gender, religion, sexual orientation, disability, etc.R
ikke Bisgaard

M
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Climate neutrality
The EU has declared its goal of becoming the first climate-

neutral continent in the world. But there is still a long way 

to go before that goal is reached. This is partly due to the 

large amount of resources consumed by EU citizens. 

Did you know that …

Every year, humanity consumes more resources than  

the planet can recover in a year. The day when resources  

are ‘used up’ is called Earth Overshoot Day. 

In recent years, the day has been reached on:

22 August 2020  

29 July 2019

If everyone on the planet lived like an average Dane,  

Earth Overshoot Day would have fallen on: 

26 March 2020

Lars Refn has worked as a magazine 

cartoonist since the 1980s. He 

has worked for a large number 

of magazines, periodicals and 

newspapers, and also co-founded  

the satire magazine Spot. He has  

been a board member of Cartooning 

for Peace since 2018. From 2013  

to 2019, he was the chairman of 

Danish Cartoonists.

Lars R
efn
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The EU in the world
The activities of the European Union are not limited to 

the 27 Member States. In fact, the EU has 140 delegations 

worldwide. They work the same way embassies do: 

strengthening the EU’s influence in the world.

We have a collective  
responsibility to bring about  
a more stable and prosperous 
world, a world in which every 
person in every country can  
reach their full potential.”
Christine Lagarde, President of the European Central Bank

Lars-Ole Nejstgaard has supplied the 

annual satire booklet Svikmøllen with 

drawings for a number of years and 

provided satirical sketches to various 

magazines. He has also illustrated 

series for children and young people, 

such as former Danish Minister  

Manu Sareen’s series of books. He  

is a member of Cartooning for Peace.

Lars-O
le N
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The flag
The flag of the European Union dates back to 1955,  

when it was chosen as the flag of the Council of Europe  

– an international organisation that has no connection to 

the EU. The 12 gold stars in a circle on a blue background 

has been the EU’s flag since 26 May 1986.

Did you know that …

The number of stars has nothing to do with how many 

Member States the EU has. In 1955, it was described  

as follows:

“Against the blue sky of the Western world, the stars symbolise 

the peoples of Europe in a form of a circle, a sign of union. 

Their number is invariably twelve, the figure twelve being  

the symbol of perfection and entirety.”

Lena Nicolajsen is an illustrator and 

designer. She works as a cartoonist 

of autobiographical stories and 

children’s books, written by herself 

and by other authors. Through her 

work, she examines the lived life and 

the aesthetics of simple drawings. 

Lena contributes illustrations for 

everything from housing magazines 

to books.

Lena N
icolajsen 
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Wasted
Waste management varies greatly from EU country to EU 

country. In Denmark, virtually nothing ends up in a landfill, 

as most waste is incinerated and turned into energy.

Much of what is thrown away can be recycled, such as 

clothes, but food waste is also a major problem. Food waste 

occurs in production, in supermarkets and in restaurants, 

but also in private homes, where much food expires before  

it can be eaten.

Did you know that …

38.7 % of all waste in the EU ended up in a landfill 

38.1 % was recycled 

20 % of all food produced was wasted
(Eurostat, 2018)

Maj Ribergård Munk is an all-rounder 

in the graphics world. Since 1988, she  

has had her own company specializing 

in publication design. Maj teaches 

conceptual illustration at the Danish 

School of Media and Journalism and  

is the author of several books, such  

as Tell stories with drawings and Front 

pages that work. 

M
aj R
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From farm to dumpster 
Too much food is not eaten 
Too many people starve



The robots are coming
The late author and biochemist Isaac Asimov worked 

extensively with science fiction and the relationship 

between humans and technology. One of his most famous 

contributions is his Laws of Robotics, which are intended  

to guide humanity’s use of artificial intelligence and robots. 

The laws operate hierarchically, which means that law zero  

is the most important.

Law 0: A robot may not injure humanity, or, by inaction, 

allow humanity to come to harm.

Law 1: A robot may not injure a human being or, through 

inaction, allow a human being to come to harm.

Law 2: A robot must obey the orders given to it by human 

beings except where such orders would conflict with the 

First Law.

Law 3: A robot must protect its own existence as long as such  

protection does not conflict with the First or Second Laws.

Marie Boye is interested in examining 

and reproducing narratives illustra-

tively, in performance, conceptually, 

and across media and disciplines. 

She often creates three-dimensional 

spaces, screen-based art, textiles, 

and books. Marie has, among other 

things, been affiliated with the online 

media Zetland, the daily Information 

and the newspaper Weekendavisen. 

M
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Liberty

If liberty means anything at all, 
it means the right to tell people 
what they do not want to hear.”
George Orwell, author of the dystopian novel 1984, which portrays  

a totalitarian surveillance society, and, among other things, introduced  

the world to the concept of "Big Brother"

Mia Mottelson works as a cartoonist at 

the daily Information, where she tries 

to shake the dust off the newspaper’s 

elderly readership and startle them 

into action, and make the rest of the 

readers stop burying their heads in 

the sand and focus on the planet’s 

greatest challenges. Mia also draws 

for various magazines, books and 

social media.

M
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The Energy Union
When you charge your computer, you should be able to 

trust that sustainable electricity will come out of the socket 

at an affordable price. This is the goal of The Energy Union, 

which was launched by the EU in 2015.

Share of renewable energy in 2019:

EU: 19.7 % 

Denmark: 37.2 %

Target for renewable energy in 2030:

EU: 32 % 

Denmark: 100 %

Morten Voigt works as a regular 

cartoonist at the daily Kristeligt 

Dagblad. In 2017, he won the Ping 

Prize as journalistic artist of the year. 

Together with Kim Schou, Morten 

is behind the cartoon PYT, (roughly 

translates as “Doesn’t matter”) which 

is about a failed author’s somewhat 

accidental success. Morten puts his 

messages across with few, but very 

effective graphic tools.

M
orten Voigt 

The Energy U
nion

46





Precipitation
The average number of annual rainy days in selected 

European capitals: 

Brussels, 199 days 

Amsterdam, 132 days 

Paris, 110 days 

London, 109 days 

Copenhagen, 102 days 

Warsaw, 93 days 

Bucharest, 72 days 

Athens, 43 days
(Current Results Publishing Ltd.)

Niels Bo Bojesen was educated at 

the Danish School of Design and the 

New York School of Visual Arts. His 

drawings can be found in the New 

York Times and many magazines 

around the world, as well as in 

the daily Jyllands-Posten. In 2017 

alone, he won both the World Press 

Freedom International Editorial 

Cartoon and Cartoonist of the Year.

N
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Table manners
Exits from European cooperation:

1985: Greenland leaves the EU 

2020: The United Kingdom leaves the EU

The European family may well  
be anything but perfect. But it  
is the best thing that we have for 
bringing the countries of Europe 
around the same table and for 
forging compromises so that 
people here can live in peace, 
freedom, and prosperity.”
Jean-Claude Juncker, President of the European Commission 2014-2019

Philip Ytournel is a regular cartoonist 

at the daily Politiken. He is greatly 

preoccupied with the double 

standards of modern humans and 

likes to criticise powerful politicians 

and ordinary consumers alike. If he 

manages to make someone laugh 

under their breath when they see  

his drawings in the newspaper, he  

has achieved what he set out to do.
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Asylum seekers

First-time asylum seekers in the EU:

2019: 612,700 

2015: 1,216,860

First-time applicants granted asylum:

2019: 38 % 

2015: 55 %

In 2019, most asylum seekers came from:

Syria, Afghanistan and Venezuela

Rasmus Sand Høyer was originally 

trained as an advertising designer, 

but quickly discovered that the 

field did not fulfil his creative and 

illustrative dreams. Now he has been 

working for the daily Jyllands-Posten 

for more than 35 years. In addition, 

he has illustrated children’s books, 

drawn stamps with revue artists and 

fashioned several portraits.

R
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The Green Deal
The aim of the European Green Deal is for Europe to  

be the first climate-neutral continent in the world.

This means a cap on greenhouse gas emissions,  

and unavoidable emissions must be compensated.

This is Europe’s man on the  
moon moment.“
Ursula von der Leyen, President of the European Commission  

from 2019, on the European Green Deal
Valdemar Edouardo Glahn-

Abrahamsen has been employed  

at Kristeligt Dagblad and Berlingske 

Tidende, where he has worked with 

data visualization and infographics. 

In recent years, he has focused on 

delivering political satire, often on 

climate change and the problems  

of digitising society.
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Fish
Fish – as well as fishermen – move across borders. This is 

why the EU has a common fisheries policy, which covers 

many aspects of the industry.

Among other policies, fishermen may not throw fish  

they have caught back into the sea. To ensure healthy 

fish populations, or stocks, the EU has fishing quotas that 

limit the number of fish that may be caught. That way, all 

fishermen play by the same rules.
Otto Dickmeiss is known for drawing 

people with big heads and small 

bodies. With a sweet and almost 

naive style, he creates humorous 

stills of the quirks of everyday 

life. He established his name with 

interpretations of Hans Christian 

Andersen’s fairy tales.
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Competition
The EU has strict rules to protect the competitiveness  

of the free market. Violation of EU competition rules 

can result in a fine of up to 10 % of a company’s annual 

worldwide turnover.

Did you know that …

Companies with similar products may not agree on a fixed 

price or to share customers between them.

Companies may not purposefully produce a limited amount 

of their products to keep prices artificially high.

Helle Scheffmann teaches Art and 

Decoration at schools, colleges and 

technical schools. Helle often uses 

paintings of her own as part of the 

background in her illustrations.  

For the last couple of years, she has 

contributed drawings to the regional 

daily Nordjyske, Kristeligt Dagblad,  

as well as various trade magazines.

H
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Agricultural support
EU agricultural subsidies were introduced in 1962 to ensure 

that Europe would be self-sufficient and provide citizens 

with affordable food. The size of the subsidies have gradually 

decreased, but the programme still accounts for a large part 

of the EU budget.

Did you know that …

In 2019, the EU paid 6.1 billion euros in direct agricultural 

subsidies.

30 percent of the subsidies are only paid if farmers live up  

to the EU’s environmental requirements.

In addition to the direct agricultural subsidies, farmers 

can also apply for grants to buy new machinery or for 

transitioning to organic farming.

Jens Julius has been a magazine 

cartoonist since 1971. He has drawn 

for local daily Horsens Folkeblad and 

other Danish dailies, and his drawings 

can also be found in the New York 

Times. He has a love of crooked 

angles and warm smiles. For many 

years, he has published the collection 

Julius’ drawings.

Jens Julius
A
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”The big blue silo?  
That’s for our EU subsidy!”



Erik Petri visualises complex 

processes in simple, cartoon-like 

imagery. For instance, he has used  

his stylistic universe to help explain 

new IT systems. For the past 16 

years, Erik has produced designs for 

companies such as Novo Nordisk 

and IKEA. Occasionally he does live 

illustrations for history lectures on 

Danish and European history.

Erik Petri
LG

BTI+

LGBTI+
Everyone must have the same rights, regardless of gender or  

sexual orientation, according to the EU Charter of Fundamental  

Rights. However, discrimination remains widespread.

LGBTI+ persons in the EU who have experienced 

discrimination:

2012: 37 % 

2019: 43 %

EU citizens who believe that LGBTI+ persons should  

have the same rights as heterosexuals:

2015: 71 % 

2019: 75 %

(EU Fundamental Rights Agency)
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Borders
The Schengen cooperation is in place between a number of 

European countries, creating a common territory without 

internal borders. Common rules are also in place for crossing 

the external borders of the Schengen area, and uniform visa 

rules for third-country nationals are maintained.

The countries also work together to combat cross-border 

crime and illegal immigration. 

Did you know that …

The Schengen cooperation was established by treaty in 1985 

separate from the EU

The name comes from the town of Schengen in Luxembourg

The collaboration became a part of the EU on 1 May 1999

Denmark joined on 25 March 2001

Clara Selina Bach has worked as 

an independent illustrator and 

graphic designer since 2018 and has, 

among other things, illustrated for 

online news media such as Føljeton 

and Zetland as well as for various 

magazines, organisations and cultural 

institutions. Clara’s illustration style  

is often playful, colourful and 

preferably analogue.

Clara Selina Bach
Borders
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Gender equality
Women and men must have equal opportunities in all areas 

of their lives. This includes full participation in democratic 

processes and equal access to education, work, health and  

a general sense of safety.

Proportion of female members of the European Parliament 

after the European Elections in 2019:

EU average: 41 % 

Sweden: 55 % 

Denmark: 46 % 

Cyprus: 0 %

Stine Spedsbjerg is a trained 

journalist, but now works as an 

illustrator, author and copywriter. 

Stine has a preference for drawings 

with easily-understood messages 

about complicated subjects. She 

received the 2016 Pentel Prize as 

Cartoonist of the Year and was 

nominated for the Ping Prize as  

the Journalistic Cartoonist of the  

Year in 2019.

Stine Spedsbjerg
G

ender equality
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Fate

Europe’s destiny and the future  
of the free world are entirely in 
our hands.”
Simone Veil (1982), Holocaust survivor, President of the first directly 

elected European Parliament 1979-1982

Louise Thrane Jensen works primarily 

with magazine drawings and book 

illustrations. Her drawings have 

been in the daily Politiken, consumer 

magazines and the street newspaper 

Hus Forbi. Louise loves to draw 

because drawings speak a universal 

language. She draws without firmly 

outlined boundaries between right 

and wrong, true or false.

Louise Thrane Jensen
Fate
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Freedom of speech 
Democracy

“Stay cheerful!”

Rest of the world:  
“They’re not half bad, some 
of those values they carry 
around over there, eh?”



Danish Cartoonists 
Cartoonists are journalistic illustrators. They approach their work with the 

analytical methods of journalists and express the personal style of the artists. 

Whether it is socially critical satire or insightful illustrations, a solid cartoonist 

needs to possess courage, attitude, knowledge, and preferably a healthy dose  

of humour.

Cartoonists are found all over the world, and in Denmark they are organised  

in the association Danish Cartoonists. In recent years, the organisation has 

increasingly made contacts – and waves – around the world. This means that 

internationally recognised cartoonists tour Denmark, and that members of the 

association travel the world. Cartoons speak a universal language – satire and 

caricature act as shortcuts to a shared understanding of democracy and human 

rights. Members of Danish Cartoonists have drawn everywhere from Myanmar  

to Mexico and from Nuuk to Cape Town. Democracies get stronger when we  

are invited to laugh at and with our institutions and politicians.

The association was founded in 1933 and later became part of the Danish  

Union of Journalists. It currently has about 70 members.



LGBTI+

Liberty
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"Democracies get stronger when  
we are invited to laugh at and with  
our institutions and politicians."


