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DISCLAIMER
Please note that on some photos in this report, subjects appear to be closer together than they ought to be, in violation of 
coronavirus regulations. The Office has at all times done its utmost to live up to national measures and health recommendations 
in order to quell the spread of coronavirus in Denmark and Europe.

However, coronavirus distance makes for poor pictures. Where possible and desirable, the in-house graphic designer in charge 
of this report has chosen to eliminate distances in pictures for a more harmonious visual impression throughout the report 
via photo editing software. It is done on a few photos throughout the report, while the rest make use of creative angles of 
photography.
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What’s in a name
At times it may seem like the European institutions are a collection of fanciful acronyms. Our Office even 
has its own. We are the European Parliament Liaison Office in Denmark. We represent European 
parliamentary democracy, we liaise between or rather, connect European legislators and their work with 
citizens, stakeholders and the media, and we have a local Office in Copenhagen from which we deliver 
relevant, timely and culturally adapted information.

Our central task is to help citizens understand what the European Parliament is, what it does, and what that 
means for them. European citizens elect the 705 Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) every five 
years, and these legislators have a huge impact on citizens’ lives - and yet, there is much misunderstanding, 
miscommunication and even disinformation about it. Our purpose is to rectify that.
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Foreword
This was an unprecedented year for us all, across the entire world. And even that is an understatement. But rather 
than look at the challenges we faced, and which we are all much too aware of, we might instead look at the many 
things we learned. Because we did learn much. We learned to adapt our activities at a moment’s notice. We learned 
always to have contingency plans in case of new emergency measures. We learned how to provide our citizens with 
quality information and content about European democracy even when physical meetings are impossible.

And we learned many new words. Lockdown. Coronavirus. R-number. Hybrid events. Unmute. Each of these tell a 
story on their own. Stories of separation. Of fear and loss. Of trust in science and scientists. And of daily frustrations 
while trying to keep it all together.

While Denmark re-learned how to say and observe “samfundssind”, we at the EPLO allowed this “community spirit” to 
seep into our activities across board. The office may have closed down completely in early March and we went our 
separate ways to our home offices. Nonetheless, we came together to deliver for European citizens – even from afar. 
Much like the MEPs across Europe learned to vote from home and to speak from their home countries, we learned 
to adapt our activities and keep communicating about the ever more important work of the European Parliament.

This report showcases some of the work we did this year, while providing context for it. Europe locked down and 
reopened at different paces, and this is important to keep in mind. We are fortunate that Denmark was not hit as 
hard as many other parts of Europe, and this is reflected in the volume of work we were able to achieve despite the 
ever-changing situation.

A small team like ours is dependent on working together not only with MEPs but also with a long list of partners. 
They all rallied to continue their brilliant work despite the circumstances. Thanks to all of you. You know who you are! 

Anne Mette Vestergaard
Head of Office

The EPLO team as of October 2020, from L-R: Sophia Colberg Olsen, Sammy Lauritsen, Lea Hovmand Jørgensen, 
Lars Svensmark, Anne Mette Vestergaard, Marie Dubail Berg, Karina Houlberg Skydsgaard, Jacob Lolck, Pernille Kjær 
Ramsdahl, Camilla Gustafsson (on screen).
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A year of coronavirus
At the advent of the new year, whisperings of coronavirus reached Europe, and indeed the Office. As Wuhan 
grappled with the illness, the entry of coronavirus into Europe was deemed “unlikely”. On 25 February, just 
two days before the first case was identified in Denmark, the Danish Health Authority conceded there 
was a “moderate risk” that the illness may come to Denmark. As of 31 December 2020, 76,718 Danes have 
contracted the illness, and 816 have died.

Nations across the EU have had to adapt as realities changed at breakneck speed, and in all corners of the 
continent, people have had to adapt their lives to keep each other safe while continuing to do important 
work. Our Office was no different. These pages are dedicated to offering context for our work.

27 February
First case of coronavirus in Denmark

9 January
ECDC publishes its coronavirus threat assessment 

24 January
First case in Europe (France) 

5 February
14 Danes are amongst those evacuated from Hubei 
Province, China in a joint EU operation

28 January
France activates the EU Civil Protection Mechanism 

to bring home citizens from Wuhan, China

13 February 
First meeting of EU health ministers

15 February
First coronavirus related death in Europe

28 February
First joint procurement of medical equipment

9 March
All of Italy is placed under quarantine

6 March
All events with more than 1000 people cancelled

11 March
First lockdown: Closure of schools, kindergartens, 
educational offerings. All non-essential public 
servants to be sent home. Ban of assemblies of 
more than 100 people.

11 March
First border closures: Austria-Italy

14 March
Danish border closure.
First Danish death from coronavirus

17 March
The European Council agrees to close the external 

borders of the EU

17 March
HM Queen Margrethe II 
addresses the nation

HM Margrethe II of Denmark
Kim Refslund, DR ©

6 April
Ban on assemblies to be carried into summer: 
Cancellation of all summer festivals

13 March
EU state aid rules are relaxed 

to allow member states to 
support their ailing businesses

7 April
EU medical teams deployed to Italy via EU Civil 
Protection Mechanism in first action of its kind

Danish PM Mette Frederiksen
© Scanpix/Ritzau
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15 May
No new deaths registered for 24 hours for the first 
time in two months

9 December
Second lockdown: 38 municipalities in Denmark in 
lockdown until the new year

27 December
European vaccination day

21 December
European Commission approves  the Pfizer-

BioNTech vaccine

4 November
PM Frederiksen announces all mink in Denmark are 
to be culled due to a mutated virus strain

18 September
Public gatherings of more than 50 are banned

18 December
European Council adopts the EU’s 2021-2027 long-

term budget , including the Recovery Facility 

13 November 
First meeting of EU Covid-19 national scientific 

advice platform with scientists from the EU27

2021
?

22 September
Denmark becomes one of four new countries to 
host a RescEU medical equipment reserve

27 August 
European Commission signs first contract with 

vaccine manufacturer AstraZeneca

21 July
EU leaders agree on a recovery plan and long-term  

2021-2027 budget for the EU

16 June
European Commission presents common vaccine 

strategy to ensure safe vaccinations for all

17 April
500,000 EU citizens have by now been brought 

home in unprecedented repatriation efforts

16 December
Lockdown measures are extended to cover the 
entire country until 3 January

27 December
The first Dane is vaccinated against Covid-19

29 December
National  lockdown measures are extended until 
17 January

11 November
Vaccine from Statens Serum Institut is ready for 
first human trials

19-22 October
European Parliament carries out its first-ever 

remote plenary session

Mask icon from the Danish 
Health Authority
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HIGHLIGHTS
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EU Youth Summit
The annual EU Youth Summit took place on 7-8 March at 
the National Parliament. 160 young people aged 15-25 
participated from different regions of the country. The 
summit was once again co-hosted with FIC Youth and was 
a large-scale role play in which participants acted as if they 
were part of a real EU summit. Novel for this year’s edition 
was the inclusion of a committee of MEPs discussing the 
same cases as the European Council and eventually reaching 
agreement.

This annual event engages youth in the political debate and 
puts their opinions on the future of Europe on the agenda.

This year’s theme was ‘The EU and climate change’. All participants were assigned roles according to four 
different councils of ministers and one committee of MEPs, as well as a group of journalists covering 
the weekend’s events. During the course of the weekend, participants acted out their roles, including 
roundtable negotiations and bilateral meetings, and made use of journalists to express their views. The 
participants produced a final charter with their views on how to ensure the EU achieves its climate targets.

The summit was opened by then-director of the National Parliament, Carsten U. Larsen, followed 
by welcome addresses and topical talks by the European Environment Agency plastics expert Lars 
Mortensen,  Emma Ihlemann of the Green Students’ Movement, and MEP Niels Fuglsang (S&D). On the 
Sunday, Executive Vice-President of the European Commission Margrethe Vestager adressed the youths, 
along with a video message recorded especially for the occasion by MEP Kira Peter-Hansen (Greens).

The event was carried out by a dedicated team of volunteers with the support of the Office team.

3 posts
104 interactions

8 tweets
231 interactions

4 posts
140 interactions
18 stories

160
participants

4
media items
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Altinget’s Summer Meeting
The annual democracy festival on Bornholm was, like many 
other festivals during the summer, cancelled. Nevertheless, 
as lockdown measures eased, the Office was able to carry 
out a replacement for the planned Altinget debates on 
European matters.

On 11 June, Altinget’s courtyard in Copenhagen was filled 
with individual chairs spaced out  to allow for safe distance 
between the 50 or so participants present in the audience.

During the course of the day, three debates with MEPs were 
carried out and livestreamed on Facebook and Altinget’s 
website. 9200 people are estimated to have followed the 
debates on Facebook, while 17,700 tuned in on Altinget.

The event was moderated by Altinget’s editor-in-chief Jakob Nielsen, who kicked off the events of the day 
with an interview with Executive Vice-President of the European Commission Margrethe Vestager, who 
joined the event on-screen live from Brussels.

The first debate of the day tasked MEPs with discussing the advantages and potential challenges of a 
common European health policy and was contested by MEPs Morten Løkkegaard (Renew), Peter Kofod 
(ID) and Marianne Vind (S&D).

The next debate saw the stage fill up with four MEPs, Linea Søgaard-Lidell (Renew), Kira Peter-Hansen 
(Greens), Nikolaj Villumsen (GUE/NGL), as well as German MEP Rasmus Andresen (Greens) for an outside 
perspective. The topic at hand was the upcoming EU budget and what was at the time dubbed a “new 
Marshall plan”, or the recovery fund.

The third debate saw MEPs Morten Helveg Petersen (Renew/Radikale) and Søren Gade (Renew/Venstre) 
square up on questions of federalism and what Brexit will come to mean for future relations between the 
EU and the United Kingdom.

7 posts
344 interactions

8 tweets
548 interactions

2 posts
67  interactions

2 stories

26,900
streams

5
media items
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Money talks - state of the budget
The upcoming EU budget for 2021-2027 remained a 
communications priority throughout 2020. However, in 
the wake of coronavirus, such discussions gained an added 
dimension with the question of funds for recovery.

As the first lockdown in Denmark eased over summer, the 
Office was able to carry out a hybrid event in collaboration 
with the media house Politiken in their old printing hall 
Pressen on 24 August.

The event was kicked off by the head of Think Tank EUROPA 
Lykke Friis presenting the historical context for the current 
negotiations and the current state of play of the EU budget. 

4 posts
167 interactions

9 tweets
446 interactions

9 stories

3
journalists

present

The following debate was moderated by journalist Marcus Rubin. The panel consisted of three MEPs - 
Peter Kofod (ID), Christel Schaldemose (S&D) and special guest from Germany MEP Rasmus Andresen 
(Greens) and three spokespersons on European affairs from the Danish national parliament, Jens Rohde 
(Radikale, former MEP for Renew), Katarina Ammitzbøll (Konservative/EPP) and Rasmus Nordqvist (SF/
Greens). Each panelist presented their vision of what should be prioritised in the upcoming EU budget, 
and were subsequently thrown into a wide-ranging debate.

The printing hall was filled with a mixed audience, with youth being especially well represented. They were 
encouraged to pose their questions to the politicians directly from a corona-friendly microphone stand, 
while viewers streaming the debate from home could respond to polls via sli.do.
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Copenhagen Pride 2020
Copenhagen Pride takes place every year in the month of 
August, and it has become tradition for the Office to take 
part in it in order to help bring the values of equality to the 
fore.

Due to the spread of coronavirus, the Pride parade itself was 
cancelled this year, but talks and debates across board were 
morphed into hybrid online-offline events. And naturally, 
the European Parliament was represented. 

The topic of LGBT rights remains in focus in Denmark, and 
it is important for the Office to make the EU’s fight against 
discrimination tangible to citizens.

On 17 August, the EPLO co-hosted a debate on whether or not the EU does enough to secure LGBT rights 
across the Union. The event was kicked off by Helle Jacobsen from Amnesty International Denmark 
presenting the state of LGBT rights in Europe in 2020. This was followed by a debate between Karen 
Melchior (Renew), Asger Christensen (Renew) and Kira Peter-Hansen (Greens).

The debate took place in front of an audience seated at a corona-friendly distance and was live-streamed 
for a broader audience following the event at home. MEP Asger Christensen was subsequently featured in 
an article in the agricultural magazine Landbrugsavisen for his active and outspoken stance on LGBT rights 
as a farmer in a rural setting.

The Office is already now involved in the preparations for Copenhagen World Pride 2021, which will see 
the capital host the WorldPride and the EuroGames in August 2021.

4 posts
672 interactions

8 tweets
460 interactions

2 posts
121  interactions

2 stories

3
media items

2
journalists

present
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State of the European Union
As the time approached for Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen’s first speech on the State of the European 
Union, Danish MEPs were asked to present their own versions 
of such a speech. This happened on 7 September in the 
courtyard of our media partner Altinget. One member of 
each of the Danish parties in the European Parliament were 
asked to participate, and all parties were represented during 
the event. The MEPs were asked to deliver their  versions of 
a State of the European Union speech, after which a lively 
debate took place.

7 journalists were present, resulting in 13 media items. 

2 posts
67 interactions

9 tweets
415 interactions

2 posts
58 interactions
9 stories

On stage were six MEPs: Morten Løkkegaard 
(Renew), Christel Schaldemose (S&D), Peter Kofod 
(ID), Margrete Auken (Greens), Morten Helveg 
Petersen (Renew), Nikolaj Villumsen (GUE/NGL), 
and joining via video from Brussels to deliver her 
speech was Pernille Weiss (EPP).

The event was moderated by Thomas Lauritzen of 
the EU news media Altinget before an audience of 
some 50, and was filmed for live streaming.

The audience was encouraged to send in questions 
via sli.do, which kicked off new sections of the 
debate. Naturally, many speeches centred on the 
disruption of the coronavirus and how the nations 
of Europe should emerge stronger from it.



11

Europe Throughout 1000 Years
As it became clear just a few weeks before the 2020 edition 
of the Historical Days festival that the event would be 
cancelled, the Office had to work fast to reshape already-
established partnerships to create something new. 

The result was Europe Throughout 1000 Years - a product 
which transcends the analog-digital divide. The first aspect 
was a 5-part series on national Danish television channel 
dk4 in which cultural historian Andreas Bonde Hansen set 
the scene and explained connections in European history, 
while cartoonist Erik Petri provided the visual backdrop to 
our rich shared heritage with live drawings. All episodes 
of the television programme were shared across our social 
media channels on multiple occasions throughout the year.

The programme premiered on Europe Day on 9 May and was aired on dk4 a great number of times for the 
remainder of 2020 and into 2021. By New Year it had attracted a total of approximately 250,000 viewers.

The project also included the creation of a colouring book, which was made available to the public 
via multiple social media competitions and individual pages are printable via the Office’s website. The 
colouring book featured drawings by Erik Petri of key figures in the gradual creation of the Europe and 
European Union we know today, beginning with the mythological figure of Europa and the bull, onto Holy 
Roman Emperor Charlemagne, all the way through to modern-day European leaders such as Simone Veil, 
Helmut Kohl and Lech Walesa. 

The colouring book proved highly popular, and citizens contacted the Office to find out how to get their 
hands on a copy. The launch was promoted by Executive Vice-President of the European Commission 
Margrethe Vestager, who is of course featured in the colouring book.

19 posts
1461 interactions

1 tweets
40 interactions

3 posts
176  interactions

2 stories

250,000
viewers

5
episodes
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Podcasts
Even before coronavirus hit, the Office was dipping its toes 
into the wonderful world of podcasts. The time had come 
in 2020 to finally dive in fully. Cancelled events gave us the 
opportunity to add to our fledgling portfolio of podcasts as 
hosts of physical events were able to switch lanes and unfold 
their talents from behind a microphone as well.

As a result, towards the tail end of the year, the office 
produced two separate podcasts. The first, “Traktat, stakit, 
kasket” (the title untranslatable, based on a Danish tongue 
twister) was co-created with ATLAS Magasin, and took a 
closer look at six core values of the European Union and 
invited both MEPs and experts to comment and debate the 
topics at hand.

21 posts
658 interactions

18 tweets
776 interactions

9 posts
226  interactions
9 stories

2600
downloads

13
episodes

Incumbent MEPs were pitted against former MEPs discussing one of these six core values in turn. Current 
MEPs participating were Peter Kofod (ID), Karen Melchior (RE), Niels Fuglsang (S&D), Kira Marie Peter-
Hansen (Greens), Pernille Weiss (EPP) and Linea Søgaard-Lidell (RE). They were paired with former MEPs 
Rina Ronja Kari (GUE/NGL), Bertel Haarder (Renew), Morten Messerschmidt (ECR), Britta Thomsen (S&D), 
Jens Rohde (RE) and Søren Søndergaard (GUE/NGL).

The second major podcast series was helmed by radio host Anne Sofie Allarp and placed MEPs at corona-
friendly distance to debate issues facing the EU now and in the near future in the series “Europe in the 
20’s”. 
Almost all Danish MEPs participated, with appearances by Christel Schaldemose, Niels Fuglsang 
and Marianne Vind (all S&D), Peter Kofod (ID), Morten Helveg Petersen, Karen Melchior, Morten 
Løkkegaard, Asger Christensen, and Linea Søgaard-Lidell (all RE), Nikolaj Villumsen (GUE/NGL), 
Pernille Weiss (EPP), Margrete Auken and Kira Peter-Hansen (both Greens). Marlene Wind, professor of 
political science at the University of Copenhagen, joined one of the debates.

You can check out both series where you usually find your podcasts.
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Europa Experience
While the virus may have continued its course in Europe 
and the world and put many businesses and activities to a 
grinding halt, one thing that cannot simply be postponed 
is education. Schools in Denmark were reduced to remote 
learning at times during this difficult year, but schooling as 
such never stopped.

In a similar vein, while the Europe House may have been 
closed to visitors early in the year, the hosts of the Europa 
Experience simply revamped their planned events and 
school talks for the year. School visits to the Europe House 
became digital, while planned events with MEPs turned into 
series of webinars, amongst them “The MEP Challenge”.

The webinar series featured MEPs Peter Kofod (ID), Asger Christensen (Renew), Pernille Weiss (EPP), 
Niels Fuglsang (S&D) and Kira Peter-Hansen (Greens), with Mette Frobenius moderating and presenting 
them with the questions of the public. The five webinars had an overall audience of 395 people, most of 
them young people. Due to the success of the series, it will continue into 2021 with new MEPs delivering 
their takes on key EU policy matters.

Group visits, a key part of the work of the Europa Experience hosts, have also been transformed into 
webinars. As before, groups - very often university or school classes - can book a presentation with the 
Europa Experience hosts. These presentations focus on a range of different topics, and each is tailor-made 
to the wishes and priorities of the visiting group. In 2020, the Europa Experience continued to live up to its 
own high standards, supplementing the 2685 visitors in groups with 1390 webinar participants.

The Europa Experience follows the pattern of museum closures in Denmark and will continue to remain 
closed as long as the cultural sphere is shut. As should be apparent, however, the work of answering 
questions from citizens and educating youths  and other interested parties on European topics does not 
stop simply because the building is closed.

4 posts
672 interactions

8 tweets
460 interactions

2 posts
121 interactions

4075
participants

167
groups
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EPAS Programme
Like many of our planned activities, the ongoing work 
with the European Parliament Ambassador Schools (EPAS) 
programme was cut short by coronavirus. Once again, we 
had to adapt and transform our activity to suit an online 
format.

Despite these challenges, the EPAS schools proved flexible 
and rose to the occasion. They succeeded in holding 
numerous online debates with MEPs, guest lecturers, 
roleplaying games and virtual visits with European schools. 
Webinars offered by the EPLO and our EPAS contractor were 
especially appreciated by the EPAS schools, as well as our 
Skype sessions, in which each school is paired with one or 
more MEPs for online meetings.

The annual EPAS seminar took place on 17 November with the participation of 27 senior ambassadors. 
Under normal circumstances, it would take place at the Europe House, but due to the pandemic, it became 
an online event. As a result, we did several break out rooms, where senior ambassadors could exchange 
experiences on teaching on EU, organising debates and setting-up the Info Point. Also, we had two expert 
debates on the political situations in Poland and Hungary, and on the EU in times of coronavirus.

The Danish EPAS school, Rejsby Europæiske Efterskole, won the Jan Amos Comenius Prize 2020 for 
high quality teaching about the European Union in a creative way. The boarding school was awarded the 
prize, as it is dedicated to European affairs, and it specialises in teaching social studies with emphasis on the 
European Union, and to encourage their students to reflect critically on it. Activities at the school include 
travels to Brussels, guest lectures, debates with MEPs and collaboration with other European schools. 

A great number of Danish MEPs participated in activities with the EPAS schools. Pernille Weiss (EPP), 
Margrete Auken and Kira Peter-Hansen (both Greens), Karen Melchior (Renew/Radikale), Christel 
Schaldemose and Niels Fuglsang (both S&D), Peter Kofod (ID) and Asger Christensen (Renew/Venstre) 
all offered up their time for exchanges with the youth of tomorrow. 

27 EPAS
ambassadors

at seminar

8 MEPs at
EPAS talks
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Gadgets and Gotchas
In any normal year, the Office produces a number of materials 
in order to support our communication activities. This was 
one of few things to continue uninterrupted by coronavirus. 

Even before the pandemic hit Europe, work was well 
underway on a folder about the European Union and its 
institutions dubbed “The EU in Five Minutes”. This little 
A5-folder was made to fill gaps of basic knowledge about 
the EU and how it works. From brief descriptions of the 
responsibilities and power of each European Institution, 
to the decision making process, to an overview of Danish 
MEPs, and pages on fake news and the EU response to the 
pandemic, the folder offers a quick and useful insight into 
the EU.

Like so many other events, the annual Youth Democracy Festival was postponed several times before 
finally re-emerging in an online format. The Office adapted to create a political roleplaying game to be 
carried out as a webinar. The roleplaying game was devised late in the year and used twice during the 
final months of 2020, with 56 participants. It has already been used several times in early 2021 and will 
continue to be used to give students hands-on experience with budget negotiations and the nature of 
political compromise.

The online roleplaying game The EU budget – who, what, and how much? is set during a European 
Council Summit. The Commission’s initial budget proposal is presented, after which participants are tasked 
with debating and arriving at compromises on the composition of the EU Budget. This brings alive issues 
like climate change, political priorities, and the question of national rebates. At the end, the moderators 
present the actual agreement reached by the Council in July 2020, as well as what was approved in 
Parliament.

Further, the Office has had a series of gadgets produced during the year, including face masks and hand 
sanitizer.
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Remote plenary
Amongst many novelties the Office was faced with during 
2020 was the decision to host remote plenaries. As infection 
numbers across the continent rose, President of the 
European Parliament David Sassoli decided to call not only 
for a temporary halt to plenary sessions in Strasbourg, but 
for sessions to be carried out remotely or semi-remotely

This meant stretching the possibilities and technical know-
how and equipment of the Office to new heights, and like 
our colleagues in the offices all around Europe, we rose 
to the occasion. Whether it was holding lamps, sanitising 
surfaces after use, setting up lighting fixtures and even 
making coffee for MEPs, the entire office pulled its weight to 
help ease the unfamiliarity of the situation for MEPs.

5 posts
186 interactions

6 tweets
343 interactions

17 stories

The first remote plenary ever was held at the beginning of October, with MEP Karen Melchior (Renew) 
holding the distinction of addressing the European Parliament directly from Copenhagen in a historical 
first. Since then, we have had several MEPs participating remotely in every single plenary session. We have 
even hosted a Swedish MEP for whom our Office in Copenhagen is closer than Stockholm.

The Office has made sure to take advantage of this newfound proximity to MEPs to capture their visits to 
the Europe House in detail, allowing us to record footage not only of their contributions in the debates 
as such, but also to shoot behind-the-scenes videos. This has enabled us to show the MEPs from a rather 
more informal side than our audiences may be used to on social media.

As coronavirus has unfortunately at the time of writing not yet subsided in Europe, we remain ready to 
welcome MEPs to make their contribution to debates in plenary from the Europe House until further notice.



17

Recovery - views from Denmark
As shops were closed and streets lay bare for a significant 
part of 2020 in all of Europe, not to mention the world, the 
difficulties of dealing with the pandemic were two-fold: 
first, how to get the virus under control, and second, how 
to mitigate the long-term damage for European economies.

With the immediate crisis of the coronavirus pandemic 
subdued over the summer, attentions changed towards 
the future and recovery. MEP Dragoș Pîslaru (RO/Renew) 
contacted the Office in order to get in touch with Danish 
stakeholders and receive input from them on how recovery 
would best be shaped from a Danish perspective.

Photo: Usually bustling Nyhavn lay empty for much of spring.

As rapporteur on the establishment of the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF), Mr Pîslaru saw the need 
to expand the circle of respondents in order to properly shape the RRF to suit the needs of citizens and 
businesses going forward. His tour of European stakeholders in the member states began with an online 
hearing with Danish social partners on 1 september.

Head of Office Anne Mette Vestergaard ran proceedings. Amongst the participants were representatives  
of trade unions, interest groups and other key players in the Danish stakeholder landscape, specifically 3F, 
Dansk Metal, Landbrug og Fødevarer, Dansk Industri, Dansk Energi and Danske Universiteter.

Mr Pîslaru subsequently had an op-ed published in the EU Magazine Altinget.dk on his findings, which 
included his admiration for the organisation and regulation of the Danish labour market, which is commonly 
referred to as “the Danish model”.

A significant number of Danish MEPs followed the meeting as participants, listening and taking in the 
concerns, hopes and ambitions of Danish stakeholders to carry into their own work over the coming 
months and years.

€672 billion
RRF fund

6 Danish
stakeholders

1 European
tour
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138
journalists

7
online

briefings

Online press briefings
The coronavirus pandemic may have made in-person 
meetings impossible, but it certainly didn’t diminish the 
need for media to be informed about important debates 
and decisions taking place in the European Parliament. On 
the contrary, relaying timely information to media about 
the work of the EU, the European Parliament, and the 
Danish MEPs became more important than ever during the 
pandemic.

That’s why we decided to turn our usual press briefings 
into webinars. Debates between MEPs and journalists were 
facilitated by a press officer from the Office, and on some 
occasions in-house or external experts were invited to kick 
off the webinar with some insights on the subjects at hand.

From behind their screens, MEPs informed journalists - and took questions in return - on subjects such as: 
• The EU’s handling of the COVID-19 crisis: Morten Løkkegaard (Renew) and Christel Schaldemose 

(S&D)
• Green transition: Kira Peter-Hansen (Greens), Morten Helveg Petersen (Renew), and Pernille Weiss 

(EPP)
• Rule of law: Niels Fuglsang (S&D), Karen Melchior (Renew), and Pernille Weiss (EPP)
• EU climate targets: Asger Christensen (Renew), Christel Schaldemose (S&D), and Nikolaj Villumsen 

(GUE/NGL )
• Digital transition: Morten Løkkegaard (Renew/Venstre), Christel Schaldemose (S&D), and Karen 

Melchior (Renew/Radikale Venstre)

A special hybrid press briefing was held on the day of SOTEU in cooperation with the Danish EC-Rep. MEPs 
Morten Løkkegaard (Renew) and Christel Schaldemose (S&D), together with Executive Vice-President 
of the European Commission Margrethe Vestager briefed journalists from a meeting room in Brussels, 
with correspondents physically present in Brussels, while journalists based in Denmark were able to join 
the briefing via webstreaming.
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Overview of media activities
As ever, working with the national and local media outlets 
is a priority of the Office. Even though Denmark closed 
down for the first time in March, our press team revised 
their planned activities and work with journalists to ensure 
a steady flow of accurate information on the work of the 
European Parliament and the EU as a whole.

The activities of the press team have also expanded to 
include the creation of multiple editorial projects, many of 
which have already been covered in this report.

While the online press briefings have already been described 
in detail above, these pages offer an overview of the activities 
done with media throughout the year.

SEMINARS
13-15.01: Seminar in Strasbourg for Danish School of Media and Journalism - Christel Schaldemose (S&D), 
Søren Gade (Renew), Kira Peter-Hansen (Greens)

3-4.03: MFF seminar in Brussels for Nordic journalists - Christel Schaldemose (S&D), Morten Helveg 
Petersen (Renew), Pernille Weiss (EPP), Jan Olbrycht (PL/EPP), Margarida Marques (PT/S&D), Nils 
Torvalds (FI/Renew), Rasmus Andresen (DE/Greens), José Manuel Fernandes (PT/EPP)

OP-EDS
21.02: Op-ed on MFF on Altinget.dk by Rasmus Andresen (DE/Greens)

15.04: Op-ed by Head of Office Anne Mette Vestergaard in 13 regional newspapers (Avisen Danmark): “The 
EU is working at breakneck speed - despite bumps in the road to solidarity.”

11.09: Op-ed on Recovery and Resilience Facility on Altinget.dk by Dragoș Pîslaru (RO/Renew)

31.12: Op-ed by Head of Office Anne Mette Vestergaard in regional newspapers Nordjyske and Avisen 
Danmark, “Together we can find light in the darkness”
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BRIEFINGS
17.01: New Year’s press briefing for Danish journalists (31 journalists, 9 MEPs participating)

28.04: Online briefing for international students at the Danish School of Media and Journalism

13.05: Online press briefing on the EU’s handling of the COVID-19 crisis - Morten Løkkegaard (Renew), 
Christel Schaldemose (S&D)

17.06: Online press briefing on green transition - Kira Peter-Hansen (Greens), Morten Helveg Petersen 
(Renew), Pernille Weiss (EPP)

8.07: Online press briefing on rule of law - Niels Fuglsang (S&D), Karen Melchior (Renew), Pernille Weiss 
(EPP)

16.09: Hybrid press briefing on SOTEU - Morten Løkkegaard (Renew), Christel Schaldemose (S&D), 
Executive Vice-President of the European Commission Margrethe Vestager

2.10: Press briefing in Europa Experience for the Danish School of Media and Journalism

5.10: Online press briefing on EU climate targets - Asger Christensen (Renew), Christel Schaldemose 
(S&D), Nikolaj Villumsen (GUE/NGL)

15.12: Online press briefing on digital transition - Morten Løkkegaard (Renew), Christel Schaldemose 
(S&D), Karen Melchior (Renew)

197
journalists

9
briefings

EDITORIAL PROJECTS
9.05: Launch of 5-episode TV programme “Europe Throughout 1000 Years” on dk4

11.11: Launch of 6-episode podcast “Traktat, stakit, kasket” on EU values

26.11: Launch of 7-episode podcast “Europe in the 20s” on the future of Europe

OTHER
26.03: Pitching to regional TV news of first remote plenary vote. Christel Schaldemose (S&D) on TV2 Fyn, 
Søren Gade (Renew) on TV Midtvest and Asger Christensen (Renew) on TV Syd.

11.06: Training on combatting COVID-19 disinformation for The Danish European Movement

August: Promotion on EPLO social media of MEPs’ participation in Radio4 programme Lobbyland
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Value activities

9 posts
605 interactions

12 tweets
496 interactions

7 posts
231 interactions

9 stories

The EU is, amongst many things a union of values. The Office 
works to make these values tangible to citizens. We do so 
through a series of value activities promoting values like 
gender equality and democracy.

While most of the years’ value activities were reduced to 
online events, the Office took this in stride and turned it into 
a strength.

Photo: All female participants at the EU Youth Summit in front 
of the painting in Parliament of the all-male Constitutional 
Assembly on International Women’s Day. Note that this picture 
was taken less than a week before coronavirus hit Denmark. No 
measures for social distancing were in place at the time.

International Women’s Day on 8 March coincided with this year’s EU Youth Summit. The day was kicked 
off with Executive Vice-President of the European Commission Margrethe Vestager addressing the 
youths and encouraging them, young men and women alike, to stake their claim in politics. There was also 
a special video address by MEP Kira Peter-Hansen (Greens) on the subject of the state of equality in the 
EU in 2020.

Europe Day on 9 May was a quiet affair due to corona lockdown. Nevertheless, the office supported the 
pan-European concert hosted by our French colleagues, and as is tradition, European flags adorned the 
buses in the capital region of Denmark. This year, the flags generated interest in the public debate, which is 
reflected in the high number of interactions on Twitter. Additionally, for the first time in a number of years, 
an EU flag swayed from the National Parliament Christiansborg as well.

In December, the Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought was given to the democratic opposition in 
Belarus for their defiance in the face of election fraud and state-sanctioned violence. The Office supported 
the central communications campaign to celebrate the work and sacrifices of these brave women and 
men taking a stand for their democratic rights.
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Gender balance
Debates that impact policy-making and the lives of European citizens take place in European Parliament 
and in the Member States every day. More gender diversity is needed in these debates, because good 
policy comes from new perspectives and fresh analyses which are reflective of the societies it impacts on.

While the overall number of speakers is relatively low in comparison to earlier years, it should be taken into 
account that this is because the number of events we were able to carry out was similarly lower than our 
usual high standards. Note, however, that while the participation of experts is significantly lower than in 
past years, the amount of MEP participation and visibility has remained rather stable. Our MEPs, then, have 
taken like fish to water and adapted at lightning speed to the reality of coronavirus.

27 21

Panelists and moderators

40 41

Members of Parliament

In accordance with the policy of the European Parliament, the Offce takes active steps to improve the 
gender balance among speakers at public events. For the past number of years, our numbers have been 
slightly skewed in favour of male representation. We have succeeded increasing the number of female 
speakers year by year, and by now, a slight majority of women make up the ranks of our panelists and 
moderators, while we achieved parity amongst male and female MEPs.

Following the final British exit from the EU in January 2020, Linea Søgaard-Lidell (Renew) was able to take 
up her duties as MEP, completing the unprecedented 50-50 gender split of Danish MEPs.

As we welcome 2021 and the World Pride to Copenhagen, we seek to achieve even greater diversity 
amongst our panelists and speakers - not merely in terms of gender, but also in terms of ethnicity, socio-
economic standing, and geography, to name but a few categories.
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ONLINE ACTIVITIES
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Europarl.dk

Newsletters
35

Sent
54,433

Opened
17,297

The EPLO website is updated on a regular basis and includes 
background information on the makeup of the European 
Parliament, updates on events, as well as general information 
on the role of the EP, the Danish MEPs and our offers for visitors, 
schools and the media.

The Office sends out a weekly newsletter to approximately 1500 
people. The newsletters contain updates on key policy matters 
and developments in the European Parliament from the past 
week. The website itself is also regularly updated with articles 
on various topics of particular interest to Danish audiences 
throughout the calendar year.

The site is set for an overhaul during the next few years, to bring 
it up to speed with the rapidly changing standards for digital 
communications for political bodies.

The Office’s website receives a steady flow of visitors, with interesting 
fluctuations. For the 2019 edition of the annual report, visitor numbers 
skyrocketed in May in the lead-up to the European elections for 
obvious reasons, whereas in 2020, the patterns are somewhat more 
subtle.

The number of monthly visitors on europarl.dk coincides with 
developments in the COVID-19 situation in Denmark and the 
severity of lockdown measures. While travel remained relatively 
restricted during the summer months, measures were quite relaxed 
in comparison to the rest of Europe. 

It seems, then, that in the face of global crises, Danes seek information 
from international institutions as well as national authorities. This is 
worth keeping in mind for future work with the website as increasingly 
more policy issues are necessarily global in scope and necessity of 
action. This ranges from climate change to issues of social dumping.

Visitors on europarl.dk per month
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Facebook
The Office works according to the principle of providing our 
followers on Facebook with a daily dose of the EU. Facebook 
remains the most widely used social media platform in Denmark, 
and it is estimated that more than 75% of all Danes use the site.

Our 17,501 followers (as of 31 December 2020) are served an 
offering of updates on what is happening in the European 
Parliament and the institutions as a whole, highlighting the work 
done by MEPs throughout the year. 

The Office does its promotion on Facebook in-house to ensure 
that we reach the right target audiences for our various 
communications. Our base of followers on Facebook is comprised 
of an almost 50-50 split of men and women, with a wide age 
spread. However, 16% of our followers are in the 16-34 age 
bracket, the largest age group. 

This year, with the world retreating to home offices and physical 
events becoming a pipe dream for most of the year, our work 
across social media proved even more vital to ensure that citizens 
remained informed about the priorities and work agendas of the 
European Parliament.

Central campaigns like #EuropeansAgainstCovid-19 and efforts 
supporting national communication efforts to encourage proper 
hygiene and social distancing dominated in the early part of the 
corona crisis. 

As the year progressed and Parliament reverted to its usual 
programme of debates and legislation, the focus of our 
communications, too, returned to the usual business at hand, 
albeit with a changed focus: Following a year of immense 
upheaval, discussions on social and gender inequality, support 
for individuals and businesses, mental health, climate change, 
and many other vital topics all took on added dimensions in this 
post-coronavirus reality. 

Followers
17,501

Posts
441

Engagement
59,080

Video views
158,707

Reach
1,475,860

Minutes viewed
61,394
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Twitter

Followers
5603

Tweets
669

Engagement
15,323

Impressions
776,198

Twitter never sleeps, and this certainly holds true for the Office’s 
work on the platform, too. 

An estimated 7% of Danes use Twitter on a daily basis. Twitter, 
then, has not yet had a public breakthrough in Denmark, and it 
remains to be seen if it ever will. The platform continues to be 
a medium of choice for journalists and stakeholders. For this 
reason, our press team is in charge of maintaining the Office 
Twitter account. This allows them to engage directly with Danish 
journalists and other important stakeholders.

Our work on Twitter has established the Office account as the go-
to for issues relating to the European Parliament on the Danish 
Twitterverse. For instance, the tabloid Ekstra Bladet published 
a critical commentary on the annual tradition for buses in the 
Copenhagen-area to brandish EU flags on the occasion of Europe 
Day. The tweet responding to this was amongst our most far-
reaching of the year, with more than 2000 organic impressions.

This year, we took extra steps to help promote the work of MEPs 
and their contributions to debates by sharing short video clips 
of their speeches directly on Twitter as quickly as possible. This 
has been done in addition to our usual work of quoting MEPs 
alongside pictures from the streaming. Videos were either 
taken from the joint European Parliament multimedia centre, or 
recorded in person.

Twitter also remains an integrated part of the Office’s social media 
strategy, with all relevant events accompanied by live tweeting.

The 14 Danish MEPs are highly active on Twitter and the Office 
makes sure to engage with them, retweet them and thus to 
highlight their work and act as multipliers.
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Instagram

Followers
2134

Posts
157

Engagement
6970

Stories
272

Impressions
482,570

StoryImpressions
54,284

2020 was a year dominated by coronavirus, but this also meant 
that many people all around the world  were suddenly spending a 
lot more time at home and trying to keep themselves entertained 
in the absence of social and cultural offerings.

As a result, in Denmark, the use of social media rose, in some 
cases considerably. Instagram managed to leapfrog Youtube as 
the third-most widely used social media platform, with 30% of 
Danes asked in a Kantar survey reporting that they use it daily.

This increase in users on Instagram is driven especially by the 
young. Instagram, then, is a channel we dedicate to topics 
and content of interest especially to the youth. It tends to be 
somewhat lighter in tone than Facebook, which is aimed at 
a general audience, and posts are less frequent than on the 
professional social network Twitter. We use the story feature to 
expand on posts and unfold the topics presented.

Content which is colourful or otherwise visually engaging 
is preferred on the platform, both in images and videos. 
Unfortunately, the production of in-house videos featuring staff 
and trainees ground to a necessary halt due to the pandemic. 
Instead, we were able to share behind-the-scenes images and 
videos of MEPs working from home or participating in remote 
plenaries from the Europe House. 

Our efforts on Instagram are split between promoting the work 
agendas and priorities of the European Parliament as a whole, and 
acting as multipliers for our MEPs to help them gain visibility on 
the platform. We also support NGOs and media outlets covering 
the EU by sharing their work on our channels.

A significant number of Danish MEPs are active on Instagram, and 
we have a great deal of interaction with them, which we hope to 
build on in the future.



28

Videos

Videos
138

Video views
158,707

Minutes viewed
61,394

IG videos
21

Videos continue to be an important part of the Office’s strategy on 
social media. In recent years, the Office has taken steps to increase 
in-house video production. Unfortunately, coronavirus caused 
this to come to a grinding halt - at least in terms of recording 
videos in person. We maintained a high level of video output by 
supplementing our own videos with a higher number of videos 
from the multimedia services of the European Parliament.

Throughout the year, the Office has experimented with sharing 
MEP’s contributions in plenary debates, especially on Twitter. 
While we remain committed to adding subtitles to our videos for 
the sake of our hard-of-hearing or deaf followers, speed is of the 
essence with many of these videos. The videos have either been 
recorded in-house during remote plenaries or taken from the 
European Parliament’s multimedia centre, from which all such 
recordings are available to the public as well.

Our trainees usually complete a video project during their time 
with us, typically involving MEPs. However, during the pandemic, 
this was made more complicated due to travel restrictions. As a 
result, one set of trainees focused on MEP assistants, who were 
happy to share a glimpse of their work day from afar.

In a similar vein, MEPs coming to the Europe House to participate 
in remote plenaries have been recorded in order to capture 
behind-the-scenes looks of their work. This kind of footage is 
quite popular with our followers and allows our audience to 
connect with the MEPs beyond their formal appearances in 
debates and webinars.

Due to the pandemic, our in-house video output in 2020 
was significantly lower than usual, and we hope to return to a 
(disinfected) hands-on approach in 2021.

IG video views
3700
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How we work
Like for most other institutions, coronavirus proved a great 
challenge to the way we work at the Europe House. Our 
wide range of events and activities are always designed with 
the audience in mind and with the object of increasing both 
engagement and participation during the event itself.

This approach was naturally challenged with the coming of 
coronavirus; how does one keep people engaged in events 
where everything happens on a screen? 

During the course of the year, we honed our skills and 
experimented with various tools to keep participation high.  
Our Europa Experience hosts, especially, were the first line of 
contact with citizens seeking information.

We continue to stress the importance of collaborating with our networks and partners, many of whom 
can be counted amongst the organisations within the highly active landscape of NGOs in Denmark 
working to further communication and information about the EU. These partnerships also extend to 
national institutions, trade unions and stakeholders across various enterprises, as well as interinstitutional 
collaboration with the European Commission in Denmark and the European Environment Agency.

Our activities involving volunteers emphasise ownership, which is especially clear in the EU Youth Summit. 
Our role is purely supporting the volunteers with the planning and execution of this hugely successful 
annual event. We seek to expand the ways in which we support our volunteers in future.

In order to gather like-minded Europeans, towards the end of 2020, the Parliament launched its new 
engagement platform together.eu. We look forward to exploring its full potential by gathering a wide 
pan-European network of volunteers, partners and youth organisations to help them collaborate more 
efficiently, and to support EU-enthusiasts in their efforts.
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Who we are

Anne Mette Vestergaard
Head of Office

Sammy Lauritsen
Public Relations Officer

Jacob Lolck
Press Officer

Lea Hovmand Jørgensen
Press Officer

Maria Rosenberg Rasmussen
Press Officer

Maternity cover until November 2020

Sophia Colberg Olsen 
Public Relations Officer

Camilla Gustafsson
HR and finance coordinator

Karina Skydsgaard
Europa Experience coordinator

Marie Dubail Berg
Administrative coordinator

Trainees Oct ‘19-Mar ‘20
Frederik Lybæk

Emma Tram

Trainees Mar ‘20-Jul ‘20
Liv Østerstrand Rasmussen

Sofia Anastasia Hansen

Trainees Oct ‘19-Mar ‘21
Lars Svensmark

Pernille Ramsdahl

Thomas Bach Jørgensen
Europa Experience Host

Marie Kjær
Europa Experience Host

Christa Stelling
Youth and Networks

Until September 2020
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