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What is an EPLO?
At times it may seem like the European institutions 
are a collection of fanciful acronyms. Our Office 
even has its own. We are the European Parliament 
Liaison Office in Denmark. We represent 
European parliamentary democracy, we liaise 
between or rather, connect European legislators 
and their work with citizens, stakeholders and the 
media, and we have a local Office in Copenhagen 
from which we deliver relevant, timely and 
culturally adapted information.

Our central task is to help citizens understand what 
the European Parliament is, what it does, and what 
that means for them. European citizens elect the 
705 Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) 
every five years, and these legislators have a huge 
impact on citizens’ lives - and yet, there is much 
misunderstanding, miscommunication and even 
disinformation about it. Our purpose is to rectify 
that.
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Foreword
2021 has once again been a year of remarkable highs and lows all over the world. The Copenhagen office adapted 
to this new normal, in which any event needed an online or hybrid contingency plan, as society closed down and 
reopened on multiple occasions. All things considered, the volume of work done by the Office and the breadth 
of activities and partners is a testament to the rich and ever-developing EU landscape in Denmark, and to an 
appetite for European topics amongst citizens. In total, we have been involved in 64 events, either alone or with 
partner organisations, with 69 MEPs across a wide variety of activities, and partnerships aim at breathing life into 
the Conference on the Future of Europe.
  
Amongst the many highs of the year, Copenhagen welcomed the world for World Pride 2021, as far as was possible 
in a pandemic. Naturally, the Office was there, too, to welcome people of all creeds, colours and orientations (political 
and others) under the heading of our motto United in Diversity. As we have a responsibility to breathe life into our 
European motto, we have walked with the Copenhagen Pride Parade to show support for the LGBTI+ community 
since 2018. But our mere presence is not enough. This is why we have decided that diversity is an integrated part of 
everything we do.  
 
The countries of Europe are a diverse mass of peoples, cultures, and ways of living and thinking. Our common history 
binds us together, and in this pandemic, we have written another joint chapter: Together, Europe has found a way 
through together. And while we are not out of the woods yet, the trees seem to be thinning, and the light grows 
brighter. We hope that in 2022, we will all be able to rediscover the joy of connection with citizens, stakeholders, and 
MEPs alike, bringing them together in person and across borders to truly bring home what it means to be United 
in Diversity. 
 
This report showcases some of the work we did this year despite society reopening and closing down at different 
stages of the year. At the time of writing, Denmark appears to be leaving lockdowns as a thing of the past. However, 
the lessons we have learnt these past few years mean that we are prepared for any eventualities to come. 
 
A small team like ours is dependent on working together not only with MEPs but also with a long list of partners. 
Thanks to all of you. You know who you are! 

Anne Mette Vestergaard
Head of Office

Pictured (L-R): Marie Dubail Berg, Oscar Ørtoft Pedersen, Sofie Hølmkjær Jacobsen, Anne Mette Vestergaard and Jacob Lolck. Due to the 
different stages of lockdown throughout 2021, the Office was rarely, if ever, all in one place during the course of the year. For a full overview 

of the staff, please consult the page “Who we are”.
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How we work
Like for most other institutions, Covid proved a great 
challenge to the way we work at the European Parliament 
Office in Denmark. Our wide range of events and activities 
are always designed with the audience in mind and with the 
object of increasing both engagement and participation 
during the event itself.

This approach was naturally challenged with the coming of 
coronavirus; how does one keep people engaged in events 
where everything happens on a screen? During the course of 
the year, we honed our skills and experimented with various 
tools to keep participation high.  Our Europa Experience 
hosts, especially, were the first line of contact with citizens 
seeking information.
We work to support European Parliamentary democracy, and amplifying the work of MEPs continued 
as one of our core tasks, bringing them into contact with the citizens they represent. Our work on social 
media supports our efforts in traditional media to help MEPs showcase their legislative work directly to 
stakeholders and citizens.

We continue to stress the importance of working with networks and partners, many of whom are 
amongst the organisations within the highly active landscape of NGOs in Denmark working to further 
communication and information about the EU. These partnerships also extend to national institutions, 
trade unions and stakeholders across various enterprises, as well as interinstitutional collaboration with 
the European Environment Agency, the European Commission Representation and the Europe Direct 
Centres. We also seek to network and create synergies with EU embassies, the National Parliament and 
public authorities.

Our activities involving volunteers emphasise ownership. We strive to explore new ways in which we 
support them. We look forward to continue exploring the full potential of the volunteer platform together.
eu by contributing to a wide pan-European network of volunteers, partners and youth organisations to 
help them collaborate more efficiently, with the aim of strengthening our European democracy.
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Who we are

Anne Mette Vestergaard
Head of Office

Sammy Lauritsen
Public Relations Officer

Jacob Lolck
Press Officer

Lea Hovmand Jørgensen
Press Officer

Maria Rosenberg Rasmussen
Public relations coordinator

Sophia Colberg Olsen 
Public Relations Officer

Camilla Gustafsson
HR and finance coordinator

Ida Rønhoff Nielsen
Europa Experience Host

On parental leave

Marie Dubail Berg
Administrative coordinator

Trainees Oct ‘19-Mar ‘20
Lars Svensmark

Pernille Ramsdahl

Trainees Mar ‘21-Jul ‘21
Oscar Ørtoft Pedersen

Sofie Hølmkjær Jacobsen

Trainees Oct ‘21-Mar ‘22
Sophie Bavnhøj 

Emilie Hedegaard Jensen

Pernille Ramsdahl
Europa Experience Host

Mikkel Gaardsted Nielsen
Europa Experience Host

Parental leave cover

Karina Skydsgaard
Europa Experience coordinator

On parental leave
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Democracy &
Stakeholders
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Remote plenaries
The main objective of the Office is to be a link between 
the work of Parliamentarians and citizens in the Member 
States. 

To that end, during the pandemic, the offices across 
Europe have taken on the extra task of giving MEPs the 
opportunity to participate in remote plenaries, taking 
the floor from the European Parliament Liaison Office 
closest to them.

This has continued throughout 2021, during which 
the Office has offered its premises for MEPs to speak. 
Many Danish MEPs have visited the Europe House to 
make themselves heard, while MEPs from Sweden and 
Germany have also made the trip to the Office.

The Office has often covered the interventions on social media, especially under special circumstances, 
such as when many MEPs have spoken from the Office in quick succession, or when MEPs from other 
countries have opted to stop by the Office to speak from here. Jessica Stegrud (ECR/SE) and Heléne 
Fritzon (S&D/SE) and Rasmus Andresen (Greens/DE) have all made their way past Copenhagen to speak, 
some on multiple occasions.

During plenary sessions, our social media channels are flooded with content covering the plenaries as 
they happen. On Twitter, our Press Team covers the plenary in great detail through the contributions of the 
Danish MEPs themselves. For every single speech or contribution, a video is quickly cut and tweeted with 
a quote from the speech. In this way, citizens, stakeholders and journalists are able to follow the plenaries 
from a Danish perspective simply by following the Office’s Twitter account.

Similarly, the plenaries are covered through Instagram stories with explanatory stories for each of the 
central debates, and quotes from MEPs during the debates. The target audience for these plenary stories 
are less likely to be up to speed on the priorities and work of the European Parliament, which is why the 
tone is more explanatory than on Twitter and MEP contributions are kept at one quote per plenary session.
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EP Committees in Denmark
Another greatly important task for the Office is to 
support MEPs’ work to understand needs on the ground 
for citizens, businesses and interest organisations. One 
way to ensure that MEPs are fully informed when passing 
legislation affecting the lives of 450 million people.
 
To that end, two European Parliament Committees 
stopped by Copenhagen in 2021, and naturally, the 
Office supported these fact-finding missions.

In October, the Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET) led 
by MEP David McAllister (EPP/DE) visited Copenhagen 
en route to Greenland and Iceland. The delegation would 
discuss challenges and opportunities for collaboration in 
the Arctic with key players in those countries.

In November, the specially established Committee of Inquiry on the Protection of 
Animals during Transport (ANIT) visited Denmark as part of a tour around Europe 
speaking to farm producers and transportation professionals inspecting the realities 
and needs on the ground. The Office helped facilitate part of the meeting, and was 
represented during the visit, along with 7 journalists covering the proceedings.

Danish MEPs Asger Christensen (Renew) and Niels Fuglsang (S&D) were joined by 
Chair of the Committee Tilly Metz (Greens/LU) and Francisco Guerreiro (Greens/
PT) on a tour of producers in Jutland followed by a press briefing and discussions 
with interest organisations in Copenhagen. 

6 media
items

7
journalists
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Copenhagen World Pride 2021
One of the highlights of the calendar year 2021 was the 
World Pride, which was hosted by the city of Copenhagen 
on 12-22 August. Preparations had been well underway 
for years when Covid first hit, and for this reason, the 
huge celebrations had to be scaled down for health 
safety reasons.

In the end, however, the week-long celebrations went 
ahead with multiple venues, hybrid events, and a Pride 
village with tents manned throughout the week.

The Office shared a tent with the European Commission 
Representation in Denmark, dedicated to showcasing the 
work the institutions do to secure LGBTI+ rights across 
the European Union and highlighting current gaps.

The tent offered a broad pallette of activites, including a wheel of fortune and a quiz 
on LGBTI+ rights within the European Union. Cartoonists Anette Carlsen and Bob 
Katzenelson were present at the tent, sketching people’s portraits and illustrating 
one debate. Further, MEPs Kira Peter-Hansen (Greens) and Rasmus Andresen 
(DE/Greens) led a workshop on how to improve LGBT+ rights across the EU. 

Danish MEPs Marianne Vind (S&D), Kira Peter-Hansen (Greens), Karen Melchior 
(Renew) spent time at the tent for “political conversation salons”, during which they 
would discuss issues important to citizens in an informal, often 1-to-1 setting. A 
number of MEPs also joined us for the Pride Parade along with colleagues from the 
European Environment Agency.

Polish activist Julia Maciocha was invited for a debate with MEPs Marianne Vind 
(S&D), Kira Peter-Hansen (Greens) and Rasmus Andresen (DE/Greens) about the 
often difficult conditions and unequal rights faced by rainbow families. In the tent 
we engaged with European Commissioner for Equality Helena Dalli (MT), musician 
and LGBT+ rights activist Bryan Rice, MEP Marc Angel (LUX/S&D) and hundreds of 
citizens.

2 editorial
projects

6 media
items
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State of the European Union
Every year in September, Presidents of the European Commission give 
a major speech on the state of the European Union in the European 
Parliament. Before Ursula von der Leyen took the floor of the 
Parliament’s Strasbourg plenary on 15 September, Danish MEPs were 
invited to present their own version of such a speech in Copenhagen.

One MEP from each of the 7 Danish parties 
represented in the European Parliament was 
invited to speak at the event, which was hosted 
in collaboration with the EU magazine Altinget in 
their courtyard in the heart of Copenhagen on 10 
September. The event was moderated by editor-
in-chief of Altinget Jakob Nielsen.

The event was livestreamed on the media channel, 
and shared from the Office’s channels as well, with 
live-tweeting and stories on Instagram quoting 
the MEPs during the speeches and the subsequent 
lively debate.

In their very own short State of the European Union 
statement, MEPs Morten Løkkegaard (Renew), 
Christel Schaldemose (S&D), Peter Kofod (ID), 
Margrete Auken (Greens), Pernille Weiss (EPP), 
Nikolaj Villumsen (The Left) each presented their 
views on Europe in 2021 and their visions for what 
is needed in future to a live audience of about 50 
people.

Like in 2020 MEPs were offered the opportunity 
to participate in person or sending in a video 
recording of their speech in advance. MEP Karen 
Melchior (Renew) made use of this option to 
deliver her message.

The speeches covered a wide range of topics, 
amongst them responses to potential future health 
emergencies and the possibilities of a health union, 
climate change, and migration.

The audience was encouraged to send in 
questions via sli.do, which kicked off new sections 
of the debate, with forays into for instance the 
question of voter turnout at European elections, 
and a European minimum wage, which remains a 
contentious topic in Denmark.

7 media
items

5 journalists
attending
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Democracy Festival
2021 saw the return of the Democracy Festival on the 
island of Bornholm, known as Folkemødet. Due to Covid 
restrictions, the festival was smaller than usual, both  in 
timing and scale, but the activities were as ever of very 
high quality.

On 18 June, the Office hosted a hybrid debate with MEPs 
Linea Søgaard-Lidell (Renew), Morten Helveg Petersen 
(Renew) and Peter Kofod (ID) with epidemics expert Prof. 
Lone Simonsen on the topic of future pandemics and 
the EU’s preparedness to face them. Mette Frobenius 
took on the task of keeping order during the debate. The 
event was streamed live, and audiences from home were 
encouraged to send in their questions for the MEPs.

On 19 June, Head of Office Anne Mette Vestergaard was interviewed live for 
online media. Later, the Office hosted a quiz with MEPs and journalists competing 
against each other. For this years’ edition, journalists from Altinget Jakob Nielsen 
and Emma Qvirin Holst competed against MEPs Morten Løkkegaard (Renew) and 
Marianne Vind (S&D). The quiz was expertly run by Mette Frobenius, who has a 
history as a stand-up comedian.

Simultaneously, the Office supported actions in Copenhagen by partner 
organisations. For the many who were unable to travel to Bornholm for the 
Democracy Festival, a range of activities was available in Copenhagen. Amongst 
them on 17 June, the Democracy in Europe Organisation (DEO), a grant receiver and 
partner, welcomed Eva Kjer-Hansen, chair of the National Parliament’s Committee 
on European Affairs and Foreign Minister Jeppe Kofod as keynote speakers, while 
a subsequent debate was contested by Lone Loklindt (Nyt Europa), Susanna Dyre-
Greensite (The People’s Movement Against the EU) and Tobias Marney (European 
Youth Denmark). The Danish Youth Council DUF played a game of Never Have I Ever 
with their EU Youth delegates.

4 media
items

5
journalists
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Future of Europe
2020 saw the opening of the Conference on the Future 
of Europe, a grand-scale listening exercise during which 
citizens from all over Europe, of all ages, and from all walks 
of life get the opportunity to meet, discuss the topics 
that matter to them, and to present them to European 
decision makers. 

This is done through futureu.europa.eu, the online 
platform through which citizens can make suggestions 
directly, citizen panels, as well as a series of special 
plenaries in Strasbourg and in the Member States, in 
which citizens and decision makers come together to 
discuss their views on the future of Europe. In the end, 
the results of the conference will be delivered in a report 
to the European Institutions.

In Denmark, the Office has taken active steps to collect testimonials for the 
Conference. Throughout various events such as the Democracy Festival 
Folkemødet and its fledgling sister project with a distinctly European flavour, the 
Festival of Europe in Mariager in August 2021, the Office has collected testimonials 
from MEPs, national politicians, stakeholders, and ordinary citizens on their hopes 
for the future of Europe.

The Democracy in Europe Organisation (DEO) received a grant from the European 
Parliament to complete a series of Great Debates and MEP workshops focusing on 
topics of interest to Danish audiences. The Office has worked with them to promote 
these debates with MEPs and experts to ensure a high degree of engagement.

A number of these events have been webinars, but during breaks in Covid 
measures, DEO was able to carry out physical events. For instance, on the topic of 
greening of urban spaces, MEP Linea Søgaard-Lidell (Renew) took citizens on a 
tour of Nordhavn, while Nikolaj Villumsen (The Left) took citizens on a nature walk 
in Amager Fælled to discuss what the EU does to protect nature.

13 topical
events

40
testimonials
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Culture Night
Copenhagen Culture Night, the much-loved open-doors 
event taking place in October every year since 1993 allows 
cultural institutions and organisations the opportunity to 
welcome citizens after usual business hours. There is just 
one rule: Business as usual is banned. 

Thus, as per usual, Culture Night 2021 offered a wide 
range of activites. The previous year’s edition had been 
cancelled due to Covid, and as a result, despite heavy rain, 
the streets were filled with enthusiastic people looking to 
soak up the atmosphere and be surprised by institutions 
they thought they knew.

This year, the Europe House devoted itself to story-telling 
of a different kind than is usually found in our premises.

Storyteller Anette Jahn provided the entertainment for children and those of young spirits. Multiple times 
throughout the evening, she performed a retelling of Hans Christian Andersen’s Klods-Hans, or Blockhead 
Hans, which is considered one of his most iconic fairytales to Danes. Hans Christian Andersen was also 
known for his great love of travelling, and Ms Jahn was able to identify him as an early European in mind 
and spirit, and to place him in a wider European context.

Ms Jahn, a theatre-trained physical performer, accompanied by a Hans Christian Andersen doll, acted out 
all the parts of the fairytale with the help of an audiences of people of all ages, whose energy rose to match 
her own intensity.

The Europa Experience Centre space was open until late in the evening and welcomed passers-by with a 
wheel of fortune quiz with goodie bag prizes adapted for children and adults respectively. An estimate of 
450 people stopped by the Europe House during the course of the evening.

At the same time, the European Commission Representation in Denmark had a light show illuminating 
the Europe House, illustrating both the Green Deal and Digital Transformation priorities of the EU in the 
upcoming years.
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Historical Days
The annual festival of history known as Historical Days 
attracts museums, cultural institutions, associations, 
media and publishing houses under one roof for a 
weekend in which history is brought alive for audiences. 
There is no limit as to the historical period covered, as 
long as history is brought alive to all the senses. Artistry is 
found in abundance during the festival, with music, food, 
and performances of all kinds ringing through the halls. 
This years’ edition was necessarily subdued due to Covid 
restrictions, and took place at Emdrup Folkeuniversitet 
on 16-17 October.

For the Office’s participation, on 17 October, historian 
and expert on Central Europe Vibe Termansen took the 
stage and led a live audience of about 150 people on a
journey through the complexities of Central European history while cartoonist Erik Petri brought her 
stories to life in drawings.

Together, they took the audience on a journey through Central European history from the First World War 
through the devastation of the Second, and all the way to the partition of Europe and 2004 accession of 
Central and Eastern European countries to explain the contexts for politics and policy decisions made in 
these countries today.

Last year’s successful cartoonist colouring book was available to audiences at the Office’s stand after the 
talk, and turned out to be hugely popular, especially as the artist behind the drawings was, in fact, Erik Petri 
himself.
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Currently in the EU
Partnerships are key to the work of the Office. Amongst 
the partnerships we nourished in 2021 was our 
collaboration with the Danish Association of Lawyers and 
Economists, DJØF, with whom we set up two series of 
webinars during the course of 2021.

The first of these was a series of three webinars delving 
into the relationship between the EU and the US following 
the election and inauguration of President Joe Biden of 
the United States:

• 14.04: The EU and the US: Who will save democracy?
• 21.04: The EU and the US: Is the trade war over?
• 05.05: The EU and the US: Will tech giants tear us 

apart?

The debates were moderated by Maria Rosenberg Rasmussen and  featured 
experts on EU-US relations. Each debate saw two MEPs go head to head: Morten 
Løkkegaard (Renew) and Kira Peter-Hansen (Greens), Morten Helveg Petersen 
(Renew) and Nikolaj Villumsen (The Left), and Karen Melchior (Renew) and Niels 
Fuglsang (S&D).

Thanks to the success of this first series, another collaboration with DJØF featuring 
MEPs was launched in late 2021 and will continue into 2022. The series, dubbed “EU 
Aktuelt” (“Currently in the EU”) explores topical issues of the EU, ranging from the 
Whistleblower Directive, discussions about the EU’s green future with or without 
nuclear power, Women’s Day, and the future of defense cooperation across the EU.

The first debate took place in December 2021, and the series of monthly debates 
will continue well into 2022 for a total of six debates. The debates are moderated 
from the Europa Experience Centre’s exhibition space in order to give an EU vibe to 
the online participants.

380
participants

1 media
item
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Europa Experience
The Copenhagen Europa Experience Centre hosts 
numerous citizens every year, most of them as part 
of school and university group visits, with tailored 
interactive talks for each group based on their requests.

Due to the pandemic, the Europa Experience Centre 
remained closed for large parts of the year, and so the 
Europa Experience hosts found themselves reviewing 
their offering and developing new series and products to 
allow them to continue reaching out to citizens.

At the beginning of the year, the Centre hosted three 
webinars with MEPs, experts, totalling more than 
900 participating students. The topics covered digital 
transformation, the rule of law, and gender equality.

MEPs Karen Melchior (Renew), Peter Kofod (ID) and Linea Søgaard-Lidell 
(Renew) participated in these talks, answering students’ questions, which were 
moderated by stand-up comedian Mette Frobenius.

At the end of 2020, conversation starter cards were developed, encouraging 
discussions and debates. Throughout 2021, the cards have been part of the 
offer in the exhibition and well received by visitors and school classes. Similarly, 
the hosts have developed a dilemma game to present to visiting groups.

For Europe Day, the Europa Experience hosts developed a City Walk and 
a child-friendly scavenger hunt. Due to the popularity of the City Walk, 
which takes participants around the city of Copenhagen to discover unseen 
connections between our capital city and the EU, it is currently being revised 
and transformed into an app-based experience using the musem app Useeum.

The Europa Experience space was also used as a backdrop by media partners 
for video interviews with MEPs, and for moderators during webinars.

996 visitors
and queries

97 tailored
group talks
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EPAS - Ambassador Schools
Despite various lockdowns, the European Parliament 
Ambassador School Programme, or EPAS, as it is 
known, continued its work.

In Denmark, the EPAS programme is mainly brought to 
life by working directly with the teachers associated with 
the programme. By keeping teachers informed about 
what is happening in the EU directly from MEPs and 
experts on European affairs, we assist them in teaching 
their students. Many of these educators also continually 
bring their school classes to the Europa Experience 
Centre, parts of whose services are especially aimed at 
students across a range of ages and levels.

Throughout the year, the Office held three seminars for
EPAS teachers and other especially interested teachers. These seminars give educators the opportunity to 
find inspiration and supplemental materials for their own classes, and to exchange experiences with each 
other. The first took place on 1 March, and was an online event during which the Europa Experience hosts 
presented their offer to teachers at the Europe House.

The second seminar took place on 6 May and was a full-day online event as a result of Covid restrictions at 
the time. Lykke Friis, director of Think Tank Europa, and freelance journalist Anne Haubek were amongst 
the speakers introducing European issues. This was followed by MEPs Niels Fuglsang (S&D) and Morten 
Løkkegaard (Renew) debating topics raised by participating educators.

The third seminar was a physical event in Odense on 23 November. Meteorologist and speaker Jesper 
Theilgaard introduced what the EU does to mitigate the effects of climate change, while EU correspondent 
Karin Axelsson kept the 25 participating educators abreast with the latest developments in the area of 
post-Covid recovery. Thomas Ellegaard Langholz of the Odense Europe Direct Centre presented the 
teachers with the range of materials they have available for them, and how to get in touch. Our Head of 
Office Anne Mette Vestergaard presented the offering for educators at the Europa Experience Centre in 
Copenhagen and engaged the teachers in a few participatory workshops.
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Youth & Values
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Together for Europe
For the European elections in 2019, the Parliament 
initiated its first-ever campaign aimed at supporting 
citizen engagement at a grassroot level. Since the 
elections, the campaign has been further developed and 
transformed into a different format with a new campaign 
platform, together.eu or sammen-om.eu.

The campaign is designed to be adapted to the special 
circumstances in each European Member State, and 
indeed, the Danish iteration focuses on supporting civil 
society organisations and partners. In Denmark, there is a 
bustle of activity surrounding the EU at the level of NGOs. 
These organisations work tirelessly to not only make 
discussions about our European cooperation available, 
but also to create new formats for the debates.

Further, at the Office, we jump at opportunities to promote the campaign at the pan-European level. For 
instance, during the year, we co-hosted a Meet Your MEP event with our sister Office in Budapest. Danish 
MEP Kira Peter-Hansen (Greens) spent an hour answering questions from young Hungarian together-
volunteers on a wide range of topics. We also make sure to offer our English-language events on the 
campaign platform, to allow for other Europeans to link up with our Danish volunteers.

Another example is our cooperation with the coordinator from FIC Ungdom and a team of enthusiastic 
volunteers to set up and host the annual EU Youth Summit. From conception to supporting them during 
the event itself, the Office is hands-on in this process, and provides support with finding suitable volunteers, 
as well as providing them with useful opportunies, such as an Ask Me Anything with MEP Karen Melchior 
(Renew) to help them prepare for the Summit.

In 2021, the first-ever European Democracy Festival was hosted in Mariager, heavily supported by local 
enthusiasts and volunteers. A whole host of Danish MEPs joined this first version of the event, whose 
organisers are even more ambitious for the 2022 edition.
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EU Youth Summit
Due to Covid, the annual EU Youth Summit could not be 
held in its full form in March. Instead, the volunteers set 
up an online event in the spring, and knuckled down to 
bring the event to life in a first-ever autumn edition.

On 15 June, while volunteers were hard at work preparing 
for the full event, they had an online Q&A session with 
MEP Karen Melchior (Renew) to quiz her on various 
areas of her work at the Parliament. MEP Melchior also 
gave a speech and allowed participants to ask her about 
a wide range of topics during the event itself.

The event took place on 25-26 September at the 
National Parliament, Christansborg Palace. It kicked off 
with speeches from the aforementioned MEP, as well as
Vice President of the National Parliament Rasmus Helveg Petersen (Renew), 
Nicolai Boysen, the Danish delegate to the Conference on the Future of Europe, 
and Maria Ventegodt from the Danish Institute of Human Rights.

The topic of this year’s Summit was fundamental rights and the Rule of Law. About 
100 youngsters, aged 15-25, travelled to Copenhagen from all over the country for 
the Summit. They spent the weekend debating, negotiating solutions, and finally 
voting for a joint manifesto, while those taking on the role of journalists covered 
the proceedings every step of the way. In the meantime, a group of teachers joined 
a workshop organised by the Office.

The event resulted in three media items, amongst them two pieces of radio 
coverage.

The event was carried out by a team of volunteers affiliated with our partner FIC 
Ungdom, in close cooperation with the Office.

3 media
items
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Youth Democracy Festival
This year’s rendition of the Youth Democracy Festival, 
held in Valby in the Copenhagen area, took place on 8-9 
September. Young people and students from all over 
the country came to Valby for the occasion.

The concept of the Festival was changed to include 
thematic tents to ensure a constant flow of activities in 
all tents throughout the entire event.

On the first day of the Festival, Sammy Lauritsen, public 
relations officer from the Office, gave a crash course on 
the European institutions and their interplay. After this, 
European Youth Denmark took over and hosted a quiz 
based on the presentation. About 30 young people 
participated.

The next day, the Office hosted a workshop-cum-debate on border-crossing topics 
with representation from the European and National Parliament. They were tasked 
with discussion the issue of LGBT+ rights across the European, as well as non-
Danish university students receiving free study grants in Denmark. MEP Nikolaj 
Villumsen (The Left), along with rapporteurs of European Affairs in the Danish 
Parliament Katarina Ammitzbøll (EPP) and Rasmus Nordqvist (Greens) took the 
floor during the debate. Students from schools travelling specifically to participate 
in the event had prepared in advance and presented their proposals for how to 
solve some of these issues. The politicians then commended them and commented 
on their suggested solutions.

The event was covered in three media outlets, with a lengthy article appearing 
in the local newspaper Viborg Stifts Folkeblad. The students from Bjerringbro 
Gymnasium gave interviews, which also appeared in the newspaper.

3 media
items
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Cooperation with universities
The level of cooperation with universities in Denmark 
varies from one year to the next. Opportunities range 
from small-scale presentations for groups of students, 
such as when Press Officer Jacob Lolck gave a lecture for 
students of Eastern European Studies at the University 
of Copenhagen on relations between the EU and 
Eastern and Central Europe, to large debates, panels and 
collaborations with university newspapers.

On 25 November, in collaboration with the University of 
Copenhagen and the Portuguese Embassy in Denmark, 
the Office hosted a book launch at the Europe House. 
The book, Portuguese Exiles in Denmark delves into a 
seldom-discussed topic in a Danish context. As a result 
of the Salazar dictatorship, members of the Portuguese
diaspora arrived in Denmark and made their homes here. The event was moderated by Head of Office 
Anne Mette Vestergaard, and introduced by Portuguese Ambassador João Maria Cabral and Sónia 
Ferreira, head of the University of Copenhagen’s project ECOS, which seeks to collect accounts of European 
experiences of exile.

Former MEP Britta Thomsen (S&D) was amongst the speakers and gave an overview of European refugee 
policies over time. Afterwards, former Portuguese refugees and activitsts shared their experiences of 
displacement and arriving as refugees in Denmark in the 1970s.

On 24 September, public relations officer Sammy Lauritsen represented the Office in a panel  discussion 
about the upcoming German national elections and its impact for Denmark. The panel consisted of 
members of the National Parliament, MEPs Christel Schaldemose (S&D), Karen Melchior (Renew), 
university professors and experts, and a private sector CEO.

The panel discussion was a collaboration with the Faculty of Humanities of the University of Copenhagen 
and took place in a packed auditorium filled with some 200 students, both at university and high school 
level, teachers, professors, and stakeholders.
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Citizen’s Prize
Each year, the European Citizen’s Prize is awarded to 
individuals or groups taking special steps to promote 
European democracy and engagement with European 
politics.

This year’s edition had a Danish winner, Zoé Elkær Nicot, 
co-founder of European Debate Initiative along with 
Austrian Francesca Knaus.

The organisation was founded in 2018 by Zoé and 
Francesca with the support of three other students. 
They five of them met at Amsterdam University while on 
Erasmus exchange. 

European Debate Initiative works to promote debate and
citizen engagement especially amongst young Europeans by bringing them closer to European decision 
makers and experts in various fields. The debates emphasise the transnational aspect of European 
cooperation, and they invite speakers from many different countries.

As an example of their work, the Office caught up with Zoé and European Debate Initiative at the European 
Youth Event in Strasbourg during which they hosted a debate with MEPs Assita Kanko (BE/ECR) and 
Susana Solís Peréz (ES/Renew). The audience was able to quiz the MEPs directly on issues of concern to 
them for the future.

MEP Morten Helveg Petersen (Renew) was a member of the jury which chose Zoé and European Debate 
Initiative as winners of the Danish prize. He came to the Europe House to award the prize medal to Zoé and 
to congratulate her in person on her work to promote European political engagement.

Zoé and Francesca were later presented with their award during a ceremony in Brussels along with the 
other national winners of the Citizens’ Prize.
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Europe Day
This year’s iteration of Europe Day was a bustle of 
activity, both offline and online. It came too soon for 
any major reopening of society, and so, all activities had 
to be adapted to Covid realities, incorporating social 
distance as a matter of course. EU flags were present on 
Christiansborg and buses alike this year.

The Office released its booklet Europe in the 20s, a 
collaboration with Danish Cartooonists. We tasked 
members of the association of Danish cartoonists with 
“drawing up the future of Europe”. The cartoonists each 
chose a topic they thought would be central for European 
collaboration throughout the new 20s and provided 
a sketch illustrating key issues or points of debate. The 
booklet has been produced in both Danish and English.

Europe Day 2021 saw the launch of the EU City Walk and its connected project intended for younger 
audiences, Hunting for the Stars. In total, 264 people stopped by the Europa Experience Centre to pick 
up their starter kits and walked the routes or took their children on the treasure hunt in the park Kongens 
Have. MEPs Linea Søgaard-Lidell (Renew) and Niels Fuglsang (S&D) were amongst the first to complete 
the City Walk, which took them past landmarks of Copenhagen and gave them insights into their relation 
with EU topics, and tasked them with discussing key issues along the way.

Due to the ongoing popularity of the City Walk, which has been offered beyond Europe Day, we are in 
the process of greening it by adapting it for the Danish museum app Useeum. We are working towards 
launching the digital version of the City Walk for Europe Day 2022.

On social media, the Office had a day-long campaign on Instagram covering the reasons why Europe Day 
is celebrated, as well as showcasing the different ways the EU benefits citizens in a wide range of ways. 
The activities of the day resulted in 5,368 impressions on Instagram, as well as  3,131 story impressions 
from 46 stories. The elements of the campaign are reusable across different campaigns. The Office also 
supported our sister office in Paris’ Europe Day Concert and streamed it live on our channels.
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Running and walking for Europe
After last year’s cancellation, the DHL run took place once 
more in cities across Denmark for its 40th iteration.

The 5x5 km relay race (or walk) is considered one of the 
biggest exercise events in the world with over 200,000 
runners every year. It is a public festivity with not just 
the runners, but their colleagues and families joining to 
cheer the runners on from the sidelines.

Participating teams usually sign up via their places of 
work, which means that public and private sectors alike 
are well-represented, with some businesses sending 
hundreds of employees to enjoy a day of fresh air 
interspersed with running through barbeque fumes, 
topped off with fireworks in the evening.

As the event sees a broad cross-section of society donning their trainers for a charitable cause - all proceeds 
go to fund sports initiatives - the Office makes sure to be present to fly European colours.

The Office joined in the festivites on 7 September, participating with a team combined of both EP staff and 
colleagues from the European Commission Representation in Denmark, sharing a tent with the European 
Environment Agency.

In a similar vein and several times a year, the Office participates in the nation-wide charity and health 
awareness campaign Tæl Skridt (lit. Count Steps), which is co-run by the Danish Diabetes Association. In 
2021, the campaign had 84,916 participants across the country.

Over the course of two weeks, teams sign up with the purpose of motivating one another to walk at least 
10,000 steps per day. Participating colleagues send pictures from their walks, which are shared on our 
Instagram account with the hashtag #EUTossernePåTur. 
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Value activities
The EU is, amongst many things, a union of values. The 
Office works to make these values tangible to citizens. 
We do so through a series of value activities promoting 
values like gender equality and democracy.

Women’s Day 2021 came during lockdown. For this 
reason, our activities for this year were mainly online. We 
produced a video highlighting the historic prominence 
of women in high positions in the European Union, while 
also emphasising the problems still ahead. Subsequently, 
we made a series of 7 videos, one for each of the 7 Danish 
female MEPs, introducing their work in the European 
Parliament and their background. All the videos were 
posted throughout the week around Women’s Day on 8 
March with positive response across our channels.

On 28 September, the Office hosted an event on the occasion of the Sakharov Prize for Freedom of 
Thought in collaboration with the Danish Association of European Law. As a bit of a coup, the Spanish 
lawyer and editor-in-chief of eulawlive.com Daniel Sarmiento Ramirez-Escudero came to Copenhagen 
to discuss European law and the rule of law in the context of the pandemic and emergency measures. The 
120 members of the audience were welcomed by Head of Office Anne Mette Vestergaard and Professor 
Ulla Neergaard of the Danish Association of European Law.

This years’ iteration of the LUX Audience Award, the European Parliament’s film award promoting cross-
border cultural exchange came with an added level of excitement for Danish audiences, as the Danish 
film Another Round was amongst those nominated for the Prize. In the end, the Romanian documentary 
Collective ended up as the well-deserved winner. 

A special screening of Collective was organised on 21 September for the Europe-wide simultaneous 
screening. The event took place at Grand Teatret in Copenhagen for a live audience of 55 people. Director 
Alexander Nanau was interviewed afterwards live on video link, and audience members were able to 
send in their questions from all over Europe.
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Gender balance
Debates that impact policy-making and the lives of European citizens take place in European Parliament 
and in the Member States every day. More gender diversity is needed in these debates, because good 
policy comes from new perspectives and fresh analyses which are reflective of the societies it impacts on.

As the 2021 World Pride came to Copenhagen, an overarching theme of the year was diversity, understood 
in a broader sense than merely ensuring a healthy gender balance. The Office has taken its first steps 
to develop a diversity policy, which aims at reminding us to cover segments of society that are usually 
difficult to reach and ensuring proper representation not only in terms of gender, but also ethnicity and 
socio-economic background, for example.

66 57

Panelists and moderators

39 30

Members of Parliament

In accordance with the policy of the European Parliament, the Offce takes active steps to improve the 
gender balance among speakers at public events. For a number of years, our numbers have been slightly 
skewed in favour of male representation. We have succeeded increasing the number of female speakers 
year by year, and by now, a slight majority of women make up the ranks of our panelists and moderators, 
as well as participating MEPs.

Following the British exit from the EU in January 2020, we have an unprecedented 50-50 gender split of 
Danish MEPs, and we take steps to make sure that men and women are equally represented.

We seek to achieve even greater diversity amongst our panelists and speakers - not merely in terms 
of gender, but also in terms of ethnicity, socio-economic standing, and geography, to name but a few 
categories.
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Press & Editorial
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Podcasts: Reaching for the Stars
Based on our great experiences with podcasts in 2020, 
we created a new podcast series in 2021. 

This time, we wanted to create a series that would shed 
light on a number of EU policy areas in a highly creative, 
yet professional way, targeting young people under the 
age of 35.

For this reason, we set up a cooperation with media 
professional Cathrine Wichmand, who in addition to her 
background as a host on the national radio station P3 has 
more than 83,000 followers on Instagram, a considerable 
amount in the Danish social media landscape.

As this age group’s consumption of traditional media is in decline, it can be difficult 
to reach them via our general palette of media activities, and so, we have taken 
steps to reach them through other innovative venues, such as this project.

The series “Jagten på stjernerne” (“Reaching for the Stars”) consists of three episodes:

• Episode 1: “The EU’s fight for LGBTI+ rights” with Kira Marie Peter-Hansen 
(Greens) and Asger Christensen (Renew)

• Episode 2: “Frankenstein or freedom - have the tech companies gone too far?” 
with Christel Schaldemose (S&D), Morten Løkkegaard (Renew) and Karen 
Melchior (Renew)

• Episode 3: “Can wider bike paths and a climate label in our clothing solve the 
climate crisis?” with Linea Søgaard-Lidell (Renew), Morten Helveg Petersen 
(Renew) and Margrete Auken (Greens)

The series is available across different podcast apps and sites.

882,515
impressions

3 posts
27 stories
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Europe throughout 1000 years
In 2020, the Office had great success with the production 
of the TV programme “Europe Throughout 1000 years”, 
a journey through Europe’s historical and cultural 
connections through a combination of illustration and 
storytelling. The series turned out to be a success.

For this reason, the Office decided to repeat the concept, 
once again in cooperation with national Danish television 
channel dk4.

In this second season, we chose to focus on previous 
examples of crises, chaos and resurrections in European 
history in order to draw lessons and comparisons relevant 
for the ongoing pandemic.

This resulted in a 3-episode series, in which cultural heritage researcher Andreas 
Bonde Hansen took the viewers on a journey back in time through periods of 
crisis in European history and how they were overcome, while cartoonist Erik Petri 
provided the visual backdrop to the narrative.

The series covers:
• The Black Death
• The 30 Years’  War
• The First World War

The series premiered in June and was aired on dk4 a great number of times for 
the remainder of 2021, reaching a combined number of approximately 121,000 
viewers. All episodes of the television programme were shared across our social 
media channels on multiple occasions throughout the year.

121,000
viewers

3
episodes
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Europe in the 20s
“Democracies get stronger when

we are invited to laugh at and with
our institutions and politicians.”

What better way to celebrate Europe Day and mark the 
launch of the Conference on the Future of Europe than 
with a book filled with EU cartoons?

Political cartoons are a great way of sparking debate as 
they have a special ability to illustrate that which cannot 
be put into words. The more you look at a cartoon, the 
more details and layers begin to peel off. 

With this in mind, the Office teamed up with the 
Association of Danish Cartoonists to produce a book of

satirical cartoons illustrating various EU topics and the Danish EU debate.

32 cartoonists participated with drawings illustrating topics as diverse as LGBTI+ 
rights, post-Covid economic recovery, the rule of law situation in Europe, and the 
history of the EU flag. The cartoons were accompanied by short texts, quotes, 
surprising statistics or fun facts relating - one way or another - to the drawings, 
without making any attempt at being an exhaustive interpretation of their contents.

The purpose of the book was to stimulate debate on the future direction of Europe 
and the EU. The book launch took place on Europe Day, which also marked the 
launch of the Conference on the Future of Europe.

Denmark has a strong tradition for political satire in the form of cartoons, and the 
Office has on multiple occasions worked with cartoonists to help put into drawings 
what can often only be said in many words.

2 media
items

32
cartoonists
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Overview of media activities
Working with national, regional and local media outlets is 
as ever a priority for the Office. The pandemic meant that a 
large part of our press activities moved online, allowing us 
to reach new audiences in the Danish media landscape with 
new formats and editorial projects, and to keep a steady 
flow of accurate information on the work of the European 
Parliament and the EU as a whole to journalists all over the 
country.

The situation allowed for a few press seminars held in 
Brussels as well as briefings with journalists present.

These pages offer an overview of the activities done with 
media throughout the year.

SEMINARS
30.11-1.12: Nordic seminar (DK, SE, FIN) in Brussels on “Fit for 55” climate package - Niels Fuglsang 
(S&D), Pernille Weiss (EPP), Linea Søgaard-Lidell (Renew), Morten Helveg Petersen (Renew), Nikolaj 
Villumsen (The Left), Ville Niinistö (FI/Greens), Jessica Polfjärd (SE/EPP), Ismail Ertug (DE/S&D), Peter 
Liese (DE/EPP).

8.12: Seminar in Brussels for Nordic Journalist Centre - Niels Fuglsang (S&D), Nikolaj Villumsen (The Left), 
Agnes Jongerius (NL/S&D)

OP-EDS
2.02: Op-ed by Head of Office Anne Mette Vestergaard in Europæiske Horisonter  “Europæiske kompromiser 
finder en vej”

9.05: Op-ed by Head of Office Anne Mette Vestergaard in 13 regional newspapers (Avisen Danmark) “Vi 
har brug for din stemme til at forme Europas fremtid”

5.06: Op-ed in Nordjyske by Head of Office Anne Mette Vestergaard ”Coronakrisen tryktestede demokratiet 
- hvordan ruster vi det til klimakrisen?”

6.06: Op-ed by President David Sassoli in Altinget ”Europa-Parlamentets formand: EU er meget mere end 
institutionerne i Bruxelles”

9.07: Op-ed by Vice-Presidents Othmar Karas and Katarina Barley in Jyllands-Posten ”Europas fremtid 
afhænger af, at vi forsvarer de grundlæggende værdier”
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BRIEFINGS
3.03: Online briefing for the Danish School of Media and Journalism

26.03: Nordic online briefing (DK, SE, FIN) on Digital Services Act: Christel 
Schaldemose (S&D), Arba Kokalari (SE/EPP), Henna Virkkunen (FI/EPP)

14.04: Online briefing for Radio Loud

30.06: Online briefing for Journalisten

8.09: Briefing for Version2 on EU tech policy

15.09: Hybrid briefing on SOTEU: Christel Schaldemose (S&D), Morten 
Løkkegaard (Renew)

29.09: Briefing in Europe House for the Danish School of Media and Journalism

5.11: Briefing in Europe House concluding the ANIT mission to Denmark: Asger 
Christensen (Renew), Niels Fuglsang (S&D), Tilly Metz (LU/Greens)

29.11: Briefing in Europe House for young journalists (Praktikantalliancen)

EDITORIAL PROJECTS
9.05: Launch of cartoon book with 32 EU cartoons

4.06: Launch of 3-episode TV series on dk4, “Europe Throughout 1000 Years - 2nd season”

July-December: Launch of 4 online article series on Politiken.dk on EP legislative and political priorities 
(climate, LGBTI+ rights, SOTEU, digital agenda)

September-December: Launch of 3 podcast episodes “Jagten på stjernerne” (“Reaching for the stars”) in 
cooperation with journalist, podcaster and instagrammer Cathrine Wichmand (LGBTI+ rights, climate, 
digital agenda).

OTHER
Pitching of the Conference on the Future of Europe to national, regional and local media has been one of 
the priorities in 2021:
• 20.06: Radio, national news magazine on public broadcaster DR P1 “Orientering”
• 18.09: Radio LOUD
• 16.10: Online, national news site bt.dk “Troede det var et scam – 21-årige Emilie blev ringet op og 

tilbudt plads i EU-borgerpanel”
• 16.10: Radio, regional radio station P4 Fyn (part of public broadcaster DR)
• 17.10: Radio, national news magazine on public broadcaster DR P1 “Orientering”
 
29.10 + 5.11: Training on combatting COVID-19 disinformation for The Danish European Movement

177
journalists

9 press
briefings
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Online Activities
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Europarl.dk
Newsletters
34

Sent
50,616

Opened
16,188

The EPLO website is updated on a regular basis and includes 
background information on the makeup of the European 
Parliament, updates on events, as well as general information 
on the role of the EP, the Danish MEPs and our offers for visitors, 
schools and the media.

The Office sends out a weekly newsletter to approximately 1500 
people. The newsletters contain updates on key policy matters 
and developments in the European Parliament from the past 
week. The website itself is also regularly updated with articles 
on various topics of particular interest to Danish audiences 
throughout the calendar year. We support the distribution of 
these articles via Twitter and Facebook. 38,445 people visited the 
site during 2021.

The site is set for an overhaul during the next few years, to bring 
it up to speed with the rapidly changing standards for digital 
communications for political bodies.

Throughout the year, we have continued 
exploring different formats and avenues for 
multiplying our content.

One such way of freshening up our content 
has been the reimagining of our Europarl.
dk newsletters to fit as content for our social 
media. The idea originated from one of our 
trainees. Every Friday, our weekly newsletter is 
shared as an Instagram story “unfolding” the 
key topics in further details with relevant links. 
This allows our users on Instagram, many of 
whom are relatively young, to keep abreast of 
the latest EU news in a mobile-friendly way.

The idea to use Instagram stories to further 
expand on key topics in the Danish EU 
landscape has since been expanded upon 
and resulted in the stories we do for plenary 
sessions, as well as special topical stories. For 
instance, upon the signing of the Climate Law, 
stories were created to explain in more detail 
what it means for citizens.
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Followers
17,751

Posts
419

Engagement
53,906

Video views
155,191

Reach
1,132,121

Minutes viewed
50,215

Facebook
The Office works according to the principle of providing our 
followers on Facebook with a daily dose of the EU. Facebook 
remains the most widely used social media platform in Denmark, 
and it is estimated that more than 65% of all Danes use the site 
every single day.

Our 17,751 followers (as of 31 December 2020) are served an 
offering of updates on what is happening in the European 
Parliament and the institutions as a whole, highlighting the work 
done by MEPs throughout the year. 

The Office does its promotion on Facebook in-house to ensure 
that we reach the right target audiences for our various 
communications. Our base of followers on Facebook is comprised 
of an almost 50-50 split of men and women with a slight 
overweight of male followers. The profile of our followers is fairly 
evenly spread across different age groups.

By far the most popular post of the year was on the European 
Year of Rail, referring to the reinstatement of the night train from 
Stockholm to Berlin with a stopover in Copenhagen. The post 
gained 523 reactions, 92 comments and 69 shares.

While 2020 was marked by ad hoc solutions to adapt to a world 
in lockdown and relying on digital formats for communications, 
for many, 2021 was a year of digital fatigue. For this reason, we 
have continued to experiment with different tones, types of 
posts and content. We also worked with a Social Media expert 
to optimise our work across different platforms to ensure that 
our messages come across in the best possible way, and to offer 
similar upscaling of skills to our partners.
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Followers
5,845

Tweets
907

Engagement
16,345

Impressions
917,713

Twitter
Twitter never sleeps, and this certainly holds true for the Office’s 
work on the platform, too. 

An estimated 7% of Danes use Twitter on a daily basis. Twitter, 
then, has not yet had a public breakthrough in Denmark, and it 
remains to be seen if it ever will. The platform continues to be 
a medium of choice for journalists and stakeholders. For this 
reason, our press team is in charge of maintaining the Office 
Twitter account. This allows us to engage directly with Danish 
journalists and other important stakeholders.

Our work on Twitter has established the Office account as the go-
to for issues relating to the European Parliament on the Danish 
Twitterverse. We continued the practice of promoting the work of 
MEPs during plenaries by sharing full video clips of their speeches 
directly on Twitter as quickly as possible. Videos were either taken 
from the joint European Parliament multimedia tools, or recorded 
in person. Danish EU correspondent Ole Ryborg has on occasion 
shared the Office’s plenary videos as full threads.

The most popular Tweet of the year, with more than 15,000 
impressions, featured MEP Margrete Auken (Greens) advocating 
the need for more Danish speakers to join the European civil 
service. The video and Tweet were made in support of the 
Parliament’s translation service campaign “More Danish in the 
EU”. 

Twitter remains an integrated part of the Office’s social media 
strategy, with all relevant events accompanied by live tweeting.

Most of the 14 Danish MEPs are highly active on Twitter and the 
Office makes sure to engage with them, retweet them and thus 
to highlight their work and act as a multiplier.
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Followers
2436

Posts
235

Engagement
8410

Stories
1051

Impressions
257,112

Story impressions
73,869

Instagram
Due to the age profile of users on Instagram, we use it as a channel 
dedicated to format, topics and content of interest especially 
aimed at youth. It tends to be somewhat lighter in tone than 
Facebook, which is aimed at a general audience, and posts are 
less frequent than on the professional social network Twitter.

Content which is colourful or otherwise visually engaging is 
preferred on the platform, both in images and videos. We have 
also been experimenting with reels, thus far with great succes.

Our efforts on Instagram are split between promoting the work 
agendas and priorities of the European Parliament as a whole, and 
acting as multipliers for our MEPs to help them gain visibility on 
the platform. We also support NGOs and media outlets covering 
the EU by sharing their work on our channels.

A significant number of Danish MEPs are active on Instagram, 
and we have a great deal of interaction with them.

Throughout 2021, we have invested more heavily in the story 
feature, as it is a useful tool to ensure high quality engagement 
with our audience. In 2020 we started using stories to expand 
on our weekly newsletter, and this year, we made further use 
of this to follow plenaries. We explain the topics on the agenda 
that seem the most relevant to Danish audiences or debates that 
Danish MEPs are likely to contribute to, and then we quote MEPs. 

We have also used stories to expand on topics of special interest 
like the Climate Law, or special occasions such as Europe Day, the 
Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought, and the European Youth 
Event.



39

Videos on FB+TW
346

FB Video views
151,361

FB+TW minutes
69,036

Videos on IG
64

IG video views
9829

Videos
Videos continue to be an important part of the Office’s strategy 
on social media. In recent years, the Office has taken steps to 
increase in-house video production. Unfortunately, Covid caused 
this to come to something of a halt - at least in terms of recording 
videos in person. We maintained a high level of video output by 
supplementing our own videos with a higher number of videos 
from the multimedia services of the European Parliament.

Throughout the year, the Office has experimented with sharing 
MEP’s contributions in plenary debates, especially on Twitter. 
While we remain committed to adding subtitles to our videos for 
the sake of our hard-of-hearing or deaf followers, speed is of the 
essence with many of these videos. The videos have either been 
recorded in-house during remote plenaries or taken from the 
European Parliament’s multimedia centre, from which all such 
recordings are available to the public as well.

The Office continues to make use of special occasions to produce 
in-house videos. For instance, for Women’s Day, a series of videos 
introducing the 7 female Danish MEPs, their backgrounds and 
their areas of focus in the Parliament were produced in-house. 
Videos featuring the 7 male Danish MEPs were produced, and 
they were all released over the summer. 

During the course of the year, we posted 145 videos on Facebook 
with 50,211 minutes viewed, and on Twitter, we tweeted 201 
videos which where watched for a total of 18,825 minutes.
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Europa-Parlamentet i Danmark
Gothersgade 115

1123 København K
Danmark

DANISH MEPs
2019-2024

Pernille Weiss
Konservative/EPP

Nikolaj Villumsen
Enhedslisten/The Left

Peter Kofod
Dansk Folkeparti/ID

Morten Helveg Petersen
Radikale Venstre/Renew

Karen Melchior
Radikale Venstre/Renew

Margrete Auken
SF/Greens

Kira Peter-Hansen
SF/Greens

Morten Løkkegaard
Venstre/Renew

Søren Gade
Venstre/Renew

Asger Christensen
Venstre/Renew

Linea Søgaard-Lidell
Venstre/Renew

Christel Schaldemose
Socialdemokratiet/S&D

Marianne Vind
Socialdemokratiet/S&D

Niels Fuglsang
Socialdemokratiet/S&D


