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Foreword

The EPLO team during President Metsola’s visit on 10 June 2022 (L-R): Camilla Gustafsson, Lea Hovmand Jørgensen, Maria Rosenberg 
Rasmussen, European Parliament President Roberta Metsola, Anne Mette Vestergaard, Jacob Lolck, Sophia Colberg Olsen, Sammy Lauritsen, 
Linnea Kadziola, Søren Kaltoft, Elise Winther Jensen. Absent: Sune Hansen, Marie Dubail Berg.

2022 marks the 50th anniversary of the Danish “Yes” to the EU in October 
1972. For 50 years, Denmark has contributed to - and sometimes opted out 
of - European cooperation. Just as we thought we would be able to mark 
this anniversary by returning to some semblance of normality following the 
Covid-19 pandemic, we were hit by a series of blows: First, the tragic passing 
of President David Sassoli in January. Then, the invasion of Ukraine by Russia 
began on 24 February.  Third, the realisation that the pandemic still looms and 
that action with regard to climate change is as pressing as ever.

And yet, there have been glimmers of hope and of spirited defiance. The 
European Parliament’s unwavering support for Ukraine and its bid for EU 
candidacy. A referendum on the Danish defence opt-out which would have 
been unthinkable just a short while ago - with more than two-thirds of Danish
voters decided to see Denmark fully engage with the European Security and Defence Policy. Highlights for the Office 
in this turbulent first half of the year have been the full return of in-person events such as the EU Youth Summit and 
the Democracy Festival on Bornholm, during which we engaged in-depth with more than 1000 citizens. We also 
welcomed President Roberta Metsola to Copenhagen for a high-level Conference and to our premises for lively Q&A 
with youth. There is cause for optimism with regards to European solidarity, and much to build on as we step into a 
future with greater interest and awareness of the importance of this European project, and elections coming in 2024.

Personally, I look forward to continuing my work to further European Parliamentary democracy in my new role as 
head of unit for the Visitors’ Services Coordination Unit in Brussels. I am passing on the mantle to Sune Hansen, 
who will be taking over as head of the Copenhagen liaison office from 1 July. He will be able to build on the solid 
foundations present and to make his own mark on the work of the Office.

It has been a great pleasure being head of this Office for almost ten years, meeting thousands of citizens and working 
with a wide range of stakeholders, partners and of course, MEPs. Thank you to everyone I got to meet and work with.

Anne Mette Vestergaard
Head of Office, September 2012 - June 2022
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What is an EPLO?
At times it may seem like the European institutions are a 
collection of fanciful acronyms. Our Office even has its own. 
We are the European Parliament Liaison Office in Denmark. 
We represent European parliamentary democracy, we liaise 
between or rather, connect European legislators and their work 
with citizens, stakeholders and the media, and we have a local 
Office in Copenhagen from which we deliver relevant, timely 
and culturally adapted information.

Our central task is to help citizens understand what the European 
Parliament is, what it does, and what that means for them. 
European citizens elect the 705 Members of the European 
Parliament (MEPs) every five years, and these legislators 
have a huge impact on citizens’ lives - and yet, there is much 
misunderstanding, miscommunication and even disinformation 
about it. Our purpose is to rectify that. We work to support 
European Parliamentary democracy, and amplifying the work 
of MEPs.

E
European

P
Parliament

L
Liaison

O
Office

We continue to stress the importance of working with networks and partners, many of whom are 
amongst the organisations within the highly active landscape of NGOs in Denmark working to further 
communication and information about the EU. These partnerships also extend to national institutions, 
trade unions and stakeholders across various enterprises, as well as interinstitutional collaboration with 
the European Environment Agency, the European Commission Representation and the Europe Direct 
Centres. We also seek to network and create synergies with EU embassies, the National Parliament and 
public authorities.

Our activities involving volunteers emphasise ownership. We strive to explore new ways in which we 
support them. We look forward to continue exploring the full potential of the volunteer platform together.
eu by contributing to a wide pan-European network of volunteers, partners and youth organisations to 
help them collaborate more efficiently, with the aim of strengthening our European democracy.
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Who we are

Anne Mette Vestergaard
Head of Office

Sammy Lauritsen
Public Relations Officer

Jacob Lolck
Press Officer

Lea Hovmand Jørgensen
Press Officer

Maria Rosenberg Rasmussen
Public relations coordinator

Sophia Colberg Olsen 
Public Relations Officer

Camilla Gustafsson
HR and finance coordinator

Marie Dubail Berg
Administrative coordinator

Trainees Mar ‘22-July ‘22
Søren Kaltoft

Linnea Kadziola

Pernille Ramsdahl
Europa Experience Host

Mikkel Gaardsted Nielsen
Europa Experience Host

Karina Skydsgaard
Europa Experience coordinator

On parental leave

Elise Winther Jensen
Europa Experience coordinator

Maternity cover

Sune Hansen
Public Relations Officer

Trainees Oct ‘21-Mar ‘22
Sophie Bavnhøj 

Emilie Hedegaard Jensen
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Six months in numbers
The quick facts
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Events and outreach

Social media

Press and traditional media

34
events

3813
participants

46 MEPs
involved

64 expert
speakers

56,4% female
panelists

2631 followers

125 posts

5655 interactions

164,730 impressions

125 stories

34,509 story impressions

6018 followers

514 tweets

1930 engagements

300,677 impressions

101 videos

4219 minutes viewed

17,796 followers

206 posts

16,640 engagements

410,642 unique reach

48 videos

15,518 minutes viewed

172
journalists

42 MEPs
with journalists

4 op-eds 
and media 

appearances

5
seminars

4
briefings
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Events and campaigns
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2022 marks the 50th anniversary of the Danish 
signing of the Treaty of Accession, and the referendum 
on EU accession on 2 October 1972. This is at the core 
of almost all of the Office’s activities throughout 2022 
and well into 2023. Throughout the year, our activities 
look back into the past in order to look at the future 
with renewed perspectives of how far we have come 
and where we want to go together.

For the celebrations, the Office produced a series 
of videos. First, a video with Danish and Irish MEPs 
speaking about what EU membership has meant 
for their countries. This was released on 22 January 
2022, the anniversary of the signing of the Treaty 
of Accession. In the subsequent weeks, a series of 
videos was released featuring Danes in Ireland and 
Irish citizens in Denmark speaking about their choice 
to relocate and what their experiences have been.

The creation of these videos was a crossborder 
cooperation with our sister Office in Dublin, as well 
as the Irish embassy in Denmark and have been 
released across both Office’s channels.

A social media action planned for October 2022 
has seen the Office collect a series of photos of 
stakeholders, partners, notable personages in the 
political and EU landscape, and ordinary citizens with 
a sign marking “50 years together with the EU”.

50 years together with the EU
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The Conference on the Future of Europe has been a 
monumental one-year journey of discussion, debate, 
and cooperation between citizens and politicians. 
All throughout the year, the discussions reached 
Denmark, too.

The EU NGO DEO - the Democracy in Europe 
Organisation hosted a series of Great Debates 
and MEP talks throughout 2021-22 based on an 
event grant from the EP. In 2022, it culminated in a  
conference at the National Parliament with expert 
speakers going through the main conclusions and 
topics of interests from the Conference on the Future 
of Europe, with lengthy Q&A sessions. The event also 
included a debate between MEPs, and delegates of 
the Conference explaining their activities over the 
past year.

The initiative the Democracy Garage run by We Do 
Democracy hosted a series of sessions collected 
testimonies and wishes from citizens in a series of 
workshops. The last of these was attended by MEPs 
Margrete Auken (Greens) and Niels Fuglsang (S&D).

During the final plenary of the Conference on the 
Future of Europe, four Danish citizens participated, 
along with delegates from the National Parliament 
Kim Valentin (Renew) and Rasmus Nordqvist 
(Greens).

Conference on the Future of Europe
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Together is a community set up by the European 
Parliament to give EU-interested citizens a chance 
to connect with each other and with European 
lawmakers, regardless of national borders. Citizens 
can find EU events close to them and sign up as 
volunteers to assist others - and the institutions - 
with carrying out actions.

Our activities involving volunteers emphasise 
ownership. We strive to explore new ways in which to 
support them. We look forward to continue exploring 
the full potential of the volunteer platform together.
eu by contributing to a wide pan-European network 
of volunteers, partners and youth organisations to 
help them collaborate more efficiently, with the aim 
of strengthening our European democracy.

The Danish version of together emphasises 
partnerships above all else, as the healthy and 
bustling EU-landscape in Denmark is very much tied 
up with a long-standing tradition of association life, 
driven by volunteer activity.

From working together with organisations and 
partners such as FIC Ungdom to set up their annual 
Christiansborg-wide role play game to supporting 
individuals with good ideas and helping those 
seeking EU communities find a good place to be - we 
are there to assist them.

Together
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From 16-19 June, the Office participated in the 
annual Democracy Festival in its return to scope and 
style on the island of Bornholm since the beginning 
of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The Office had a tent with a plethora of activities. We 
offered 8 bite-sized debates with MEPs Marianne 
Vind (S&D), Nikolaj Villumsen (The Left), Kira Peter-
Hansen (Greens), Christel Schaldemose (S&D), 
Asger Christensen (Renew), Niels Fuglsang (S&D), 
Peter Kofod (ID), Morten Helveg Petersen (Renew) 
and Rasmus Andresen (DE/Greens) and experts 
moderated by Mette Frobenius on a wide range 
of topics. Cartoonist Bob Katzenelson sketched 
throughout the debates. Two major debates were 
moderated by Altinget editor-in-chief Jakob 
Nielsen. These debates looked at the past 50 years of 
membership and looked ahead to the challenges of 
the future. They featured historian Bo Lidegaard in 
the company of MEPs Kira Peter-Hansen (Greens), 
Nikolaj Villumsen (The Left), Morten Løkkegaard 
(Renew), Peter Kofod (ID), Pernille Weiss (EPP) and 
Niels Fuglsang (S&D). The debates attracted 394 
citizens in the audience. 

During the festival, we offered lively discussions 
with citizens, quizzes, and a wheel of fortune with 
questions. Throughout the 4-day festival, we spoke 
to more than 1000 people.

Democracy Festival
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On the morning of 18 June, the Office celebrated the 
50th anniversary of the Danish “Yes” to the European 
communities along with the European Commission 
and the European Movement Denmark. Golden 
anniversaries in Denmark are celebrated with music, 
singing, and the construction of an “Æresport”, a 
portal of honour, through which the couple must 
pass.

President of the European Movement Denmark Stine 
Bosse started the celebrations with a speech and was 
accompanied by a trumpet player to the European 
Parliament’s tent at which participants were served 
celebratory cake. Former MEP, MP and “father of the 
Democracy Festival” Bertel Haarder had rewritten 
his hymn for Europe, which participants sang. The 
procession of 60 people headed together to the 
European Commission Representation’s tent, where 
the bridal pair, for this special occasion played by MEP 
Niels Fuglsang (S&D) as the groom, Denmark, and 
professor of political sciences Marlene Wind as the 
bride, the EU, passed through the portal of honour.

The bridal couple gave humourous speeches on 
their views on the pasts 50 years of unity, while 
Bertel Haarder gave his views as a representative of 
the past, and Citizens’ Prize winner (2021) Zoé Elkær 
Nicot represented the future.

Democracy Festival: Golden anniversary
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Europe Day in Copenhagen was a multi-faceted affair. 
It consisted of an EPAS seminar for 55 teachers, 
an all-day open doors event at the Europe House 
complete with two MEP discussions and a Stand With 
Ukraine-solidarity coffee cart at the end of the day.

The EPAS seminar opened with introductions 
from head of partner Efterskoleforeningen Jakob 
Clausager and our head of office Anne Mette 
Vestergaard. This was followed by talks from professor 
of political sciences Derek Beach and author and 
intellectual Jens Christian Grøndahl. A debate 
and lively Q&A on the future of Europe followed 
with MEPs Nikolaj Villumsen (The Left), Kira Peter-
Hansen (Greens) and Linea Søgaard-Lidell (Renew) 
as well as former MEP and current foreign minister 
Jeppe Kofod (S&D).

The Europa Experience space was open all day 
for visitors who were offered muffins, quizzes, 
badgemaking. During the day, we had two workshop-
style talks for specially interested citizens on the 
future of Europe with MEPs Nikolaj Villumsen (The 
Left) and Christel Schaldemose (S&D). 

More than 300 citizens stopped by the House during 
the day and in a cooperation with the European 
Commission, 150 people received solidarity coffees 
and a chat about European values for Europe Day.

Europe Day
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For the first time, the Office participated in the 
annual Historical Days festival in Øksnehallen in 
Copenhagen.

Throughout the weekend of 26-27 March, cartoonist 
Erik Petri was hard at work, illustrating presentations 
by Eastern Europe expert Vibe Termansen and 
Cultural Heritage Researcher Andreas Bonde 
Hansen.

With two major stage events and six smaller events 
at our stand, there was plenty of opportunity to dive 
into the rich history of Europe and how its shadows 
can be seen today and help us understand what is 
happening around us in the world.

The events attracted 620 people over the course of 
the weekend, many of whom stayed behind after the 
end of the talks to observe more closely as cartoonist 
Erik Petri added the finishing touches to his drawings, 
or to speak to the experts in depth.

The festival is also a special opportunity to get in 
touch with a segment that is not easily reachable 
via for instance social media, as many visitors 
at the Historical Days festival are seniors, often 
accompanied by their grandchildren.

Historical Days
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The annual EU Youth Summit returned in style on 
5-6 March with 150 young people from the entire 
country taking over the hallowed halls of the National 
Parliament Christiansborg for a weekend-long role 
play game.

Participants took on roles as EU state leaders, 
ministers, MEPs, and journalists covering the summit. 
After an intense weekend of alliance-building, leaks 
to the press, and negotiations, they finally arrived at 
a common charter. This years’ theme was Youth, in 
honour of the European Year of Youth.

Amongst the inspirational speakers to kick off the 
event on both days were Karen Ellemann, first vice 
president of the National Parliament, MEP Kira Peter-
Hansen (Greens) - who also joined our head of Office 
for a seminar with teachers accompanying groups 
of students - as well as 16-year-old climate activist 
Selma Montgomery and 22-year-old Copenhagen 
city council member Cille Hald Egholm.

The EP co-hosts the event in collaboration with FIC 
Ungdom. The cases, roles, and the very exciting crisis 
are all written by a group of volunteers with assistance 
from the EPLO. During the weekend itself, we support 
the volunteers who are running the negotiations and 
make sure everything runs smoothly.

EU Youth Summit
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In reference to the awarding of the Sakharov Prize 
to Russian activist Alexey Navalny at the end of 
2021, the Office co-hosted an event with the Danish 
Association of European Law at the Europe House on 
22 March.

The theme was the recent legal crises of the EU, with 
member states in breach or defiance of the Treaties of 
the European Union and the rule of law mechanism.

The event was introduced by head of Office Anne 
Mette Vestergaard and the head of the Danish 
Association of European Law, Ulla Neergaard.

The speakers included Adam Bodnar, lawyer, activist 
and Ombudsman for Citizens’ Rights 2015-2021 in his 
native Poland speaking about the rule of law crisis in 
Poland; Fabian Amtenbrink, professor of European 
Union law at the Erasmus School of Law covering 
the rule of law conditionality mechanism and Polish 
and Hungarian legal actions against it; and Marlene 
Wind, professor of political sciences and head of 
the Centre for European Policy at the University of 
Copenhagen speaking about the rule of law crisis 
and the identitarian counterwave in the EU.

35 professionals joined for the talks followed by a 
lively debate between the speakers.

Sakharov: The EU’s legal crises and the rule of law mechanism
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On 7 March, on the occasion of International Women’s 
Day, the Office co-hosted an event with the Goethe- 
Institut Dänemark and Institut Français Danemark.

The event was titled “Women & the Media: Young 
European Feminists Pursue New Approaches”. 
This border-defying event involving speakers from 
Germany, France and Denmark took place in English 
and attracted a crowd of 33 especially interested 
citizens. 

Introductions were made by Head of Office Anne 
Mette Vestergaard and head of the Goethe-Institut 
Dr. Barbara Honrath, who introduced the topic of 
the evening, which was to focus on the historical 
perspectives of gender equality and how young 
feminists of 2022 differ from their precursors in the 
1970s and beyond, how definitions of feminism have 
changed, as well what the #MeToo-movement has 
achieved.

The panel consisted of French historian Bibia Pavard 
focusing on women’s and gender history, and 
German journalist Verena Lammert, who co-runs 
“Kooperative W” a media consultancy for women. 
The talk was moderated by Danish media consultant 
and author Maia Kahlke Lorentzen. Each of the 
three women offered insights from both their own 
work and their national contexts.

International Women’s Day
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On 17 May, for the occasion of the International Day 
Against Homophobia, Biophobia, Intersexism and 
Transphobia, the European Parliament buildings 
across the continent let their colours show with 
displays of rainbow flags.

The Office welcomed MEP Marie-Pierre Vedrenne 
(FR/Renew) with a tour and introduction to the 
Europa Experience premises, after which she spoke 
to a crowd of 21 young people. They were treated to 
a two-hour session on EU rights by both the Europa 
Experience hosts and MEP Vedrenne, who was happy 
to take questions in a lively Q&A session.

The Office had a social media action throughout the 
day with a 24-segment Instagram story sharing the 
context of the Parliament’s commitment to LGBTIQ+ 
rights across the Union. It included statements by 
President Metsola, a video address by MEP Vedrenne, 
and statistics about the state of discrimination 
against LGBTIQ+ persons in the EU.

The 24 story segments gained 1225 impressions and 
had a completion rate of 95.1%, while the content of 
the day achieved a reach of 5882 unique accounts.
The reel of MEP Vedrenne’s address elicited 116 
reactions.

IDAHOBIT
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This year, the Office worked together with the 
Creative Europe Desk Denmark and co-hosted 
Creative Europe Day for the first time. 140 creative 
professionals working in a wide range of art forms 
joined us at the Cinemateket of the Danish Film 
Institute for a full morning of talks and workshops on 
the context of EU funds supporting culture and how 
to apply for them.

Moderator Julie Lindegaard kept the programme 
ticking, with MEP Sabine Verheyen (DE, EPP) chair 
of the CULT committee speaking about the new 
funds supporting culture, followed by the head 
of the Creative Europe Culture for the European 
Commission Barbara Gessler. 

MEP Morten Løkkegaard (Renew), member of the 
CULT committee joined to add Danish perspectives 
on the work of the committee and how the new 
budget for culture came to be, after which the 
Creative Europe Desk Denmark presented their work 
and a step-by-step guide on how to apply for funding. 
Talks and Q&A with three successful applications for 
EU funds followed: CPH:DOX, Future Female Sounds 
and Khora.

The event also provided ample opportunity for 
networking, which was accompanied by smooth 
tunes from upcoming DJ Mabinti.

Creative Europe Day
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The Copenhagen Europa Experience Centre - EuExp - hosts numerous 
citizens every year, most of them as part of school and university group 
visits, with tailored interactive talks based on specific requests. 

During the Covid-19 pandemic, their repertoire was expanded to 
include online webinars. As Danish society has reopened, the EuExp 
has retained some of its digital products as part of a range of offers for 
educators and groups especially.

Amongst the webinar series were the MEP Challenges featuring 
an expert and a lively audience challenging an MEP on a topic. The 
webinars were led by moderator Mette Frobenius and featured MEPs 
Christel Schaldemose, Marianne Vind and Niels Fuglsang (all S&D) 
being challenged by experts in the fields of digitisation, values and 
climate change. The EuExp also developed new formats and webinar 
series such as The EU for beginners, which introduced various topics 
and their European perspectives for newcomers to the EU.

The EuExp oversaw the development of a city walk first launched in 
2021 for Europe Day. The city walk takes citizens through the city of 
Copenhagen and introduces some of the ways in which the EU is very 
present in everyday life - with activities along the way. In 2022, it was 
released on the museum app Useeum, for which staff recorded a speak 
in a makeshift in-house recording studio.

The activities of the EuExp are fully integrated into the work of the 
Office, making use of the natural synergies in our work. For instance,  
for the visit of President Metsola on 10 June, the hosts had a warm-up 
session with the 50 participants, preparing them for the Q&A.

Europa Experience

2646
visitors

In numbers - the Copenhagen
Europa Experience Centre

94 group
presentations

317 inquiries
answered

33 city
walk groups
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In cooperation with the trade union of law 
professionals and economists, DJØF, the Office set up 
a series of webinars on topical EU themes.

Moderated either by Bente Dalsbæk from DJØF or 
by the Office’s own Maria Rosenberg Rasmussen, the 
webinars delved deep into EU topics and encouraged 
the audience to ask questions of the MEPs and 
experts participating.

In total, for the 5 debates in the first half of 2022, 
approximately 550 participants tuned in, ranging 
from professionals to high school students. Some 
teachers have also used the webinars as elements 
of their social sciences classes when covering similar 
topics.

Feedback on the series has been overwhelmingly 
positive, with high satisfaction rates and with more 
than 90% of respondents indicating they would 
recommend the webinars to friends.

The series began at the end of 2021 and continued 
into 2022. Due to the popularity and success of the 
format, the Office plans to continue the series with 
DJØF into the second half of 2022.

Currently in the EU
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The 2022 webinars covered a broad range of topics 
and featured national experts as well as MEPs:

• The EU’s green transition - with or without nuclear 
power with professor Brian Vad Mikkelsen and 
MEPs Linea Søgaard Lidell (Renew) and Morten 
Helveg Petersen (Renew)

• The future of European defence cooperation 
with Christine Nissen from the Danish Institute of 
International Studies and MEPs Morten Helveg 
Petersen (Renew) and Peter Kofod (ID)

• The new whistleblower directive with Vice 
President of Transparency International Karinna 
Bardenfleth, president of Data-Ethical Council 
Johan Busse and MEPs Karen Melchior (Renew) 
and Niels Fuglsang (S&D)

• The democratic challenges of the EU - the Rule 
of Law with deputy head of the Danish Embassy 
in Poland Malene Bøgesvang and MEPs Kira 
Peter-Hansen (Greens) and Pernille Weiss (EPP)

• European midterm elections and the election 
of the new President with Sammy Lauritsen, 
deputy head of the Office and MEPs Christel 
Schaldemose (S&D) and Morten Løkkegaard 
(Renew)

• International Women’s Day from the perspective 
of the EU with Maria Ventegodt of the National 
Institute for Human Rights and MEPs Kira Peter-
Hansen (Greens) and Marianne Vind (S&D)
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On 24 June, the Office hosted a network reception 
for 54 partners and representatives of embassies, 
civil society organisations, etc.

After words of welcome from incoming Head of 
Office Sune Hansen, MEP Morten Løkkegaard 
(Renew) gave his views on the past 10 years of the 
Office. Having been an MEP since before the last 
change in management, Løkkegaard was especially 
well-placed to provide perspectives on the work of 
the EPLO and to welcome the new management.

Amongst key points were the fact that for MEPs, it 
is incredibly useful and helpful to have active and 
dynamic Parliament staff in the member states who 
communicate to the public in their own languages 
and cater to their specific interests. Further, he 
remarked on the fact that while the Office has 
supported MEPs, there has also been insistence that 
MEPs should live up to expectations at their end, 
resulting in a relationship of mutuality, which has 
proven particularly fruitful. He expressed his wishes 
for continued positive cooperation between the 
Office and the MEPs in future.

Outgoing head and deputy head of Office Anne 
Mette Vestergaard and Sammy Lauritsen spoke a 
few words, after which participants were encouraged 
to network.

Network reception
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Digital and print communications
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Working with national, regional and local media 
outlets is as ever a priority for the Office. The first 
half of 2022 marked the full return of in-person 
seminars and briefings - in Strasbourg, Brussels, 
and Denmark.

We organised seminars and briefings on a wide 
range of topics and for different groups of journalists, 
ranging from young TV journalists and journalism 
students to specialised journalists covering climate 
or rule of law issues. In total, we made sure 172 
journalists were up to speed on the latest in EU 
legislative news via our seminars and briefings.

Our Office was also present with op-eds in major 
Danish media and made several TV appearances.

Amongst other highlights of the year (for the 
President’s visit, please see the dedicated pages), we 
received the Head of the EP’s Media Services Unit, 
Raffaelle De Marte,  in Copenhagen on 1 April. 
During her visit, we set up 4 meetings with media 
and communicators, meeting 26 journalists in total.

On 23-25 May a delegation of MEPs from the AGRI 
Committee, amongst them chair Norbert Lins (DE/
EPP) and Asger Christensen (Renew) came to 
Denmark to gather ideas for their work. 6 journalists 
followed the visit, which resulted in 8 media items.

Press and traditional media
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Op-eds and media appearances
 
13.1: Op-ed by Head of Office Anne Mette 
Vestergaard in 13 regional newspapers (Avisen 
Danmark) “Corona viser, at vi i fællesskab kan rykke 
hurtigt”

22.1: Op-ed by Head of Office Anne Mette 
Vestergaard in 13 regional newspapers (Avisen 
Danmark) “50 år med europæisk samarbejde - vi 
skylder os selv at gøre EU-status”

25.3: Interview with Head of Office Anne Mette 
Vestergaard for dk4 programme “På besøg i 
Europa-Huset” (aired several times from June 
onwards)

17-18.6: Media appearances of the EPLO during 
The People’s Meeting in DR1 and TV 2/Bornholm

Seminars
1.3: Seminar in Brussels for Danish School of Media and Journalism - Marianne 
Vind (S&D), Morten Helveg Petersen (Renew), Linea Søgaard-Lidell (Renew)

7-10.3: Seminar in Strasbourg for Danish journalists - Morten Helveg Petersen (Renew), Christel 
Schaldemose (S&D), Kira Peter-Hansen (Greens), Peter Kofod (ID), Juan Fernando López Aguilar (ES/
S&D)

2-4.5: Seminar on Poland/Hungary in Strasbourg for Danish journalists - Pernille Weiss (EPP), Christel 
Schaldemose (S&D), Morten Løkkegaard (Renew), Morten Helveg Petersen (Renew), Karen Melchior 
(Renew), Zdzisław Krasnodębski (PL/ECR), Katalin Cseh (HU/Renew), Robert Biedroń (PL/S&D)

1.6: Seminar on ‘Fit for 55’ in Brussels, national part combined with pan-European seminar - Morten Helveg 
Petersen (Renew), Niels Fuglsang (S&D)

6-8.6: Seminar in Strasbourg for young DR journalists - Kira Peter-Hansen (Greens), Peter Kofod (ID), 
Christel Schaldemose (S&D), Karen Melchior (Renew), Margrethe Vestager (Executive Vice-President 
of the European Commission)

Briefings
11.2: Briefing for Danish journalists in the Danish Parliament - Christel Schaldemose (S&D), Morten 
Løkkegaard (Renew), Margrete Auken (Greens), Linea Søgaard-Lidell (Renew), Nikolaj Villumsen (Left)

4.3: Briefing for Danish journalists on the 50 years Danish EU anniversary - Morten Løkkegaard (Renew), 
Kira Peter-Hansen (Greens), Nikolaj Villumsen (Left), Margrete Auken (Greens), Marianne Vind (S&D), 
Morten Helveg Petersen (Renew), Niels Fuglsang (S&D)

17.3: Nordic online briefing on pay transparency directive - Kira Peter-Hansen (Greens), Sirpa Pietikäinen 
(FI/EPP)

1.4: Briefing for Danish journalists in the Danish Parliament - Christel Schaldemose (S&D), Morten 
Løkkegaard (Renew), Kira Peter-Hansen (Greens), Nikolaj Villumsen (Left), Peter Kofod (ID), Asger 
Christensen (Renew)
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During the first part of 2022, building on a series of workshops with a social media expert to optimise our 
work across different platforms to ensure that our messages come across in the best possible way, we 
updated our social media strategy. This document functions as a booklet of principles by which we work 
with social media across all our platforms.

Social media

2631 followers

125 posts

5655 interactions

164,730 impressions

125 stories

34,509 story impressions

6018 followers

514 tweets

1930 engagements

300,677 impressions

101 videos

4219 minutes viewed

17,796 followers

206 posts

16,640 engagements

410,642 unique reach

48 videos

15,518 minutes viewed

Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

The Office works according to the principle of providing our followers on Facebook with a daily dose of 
the EU. Facebook remains the most widely used social media platform in Denmark, and it is estimated that 
more than 65% of all Danes use the site every single day. The platform can be said to represent a broad 
palette of society, albeit mostly the 40+ segment.

Our 17,796 followers (as of 30 June 2022) are served an offering of updates on what is happening in the 
European Parliament and the institutions as a whole, highlighting the work done by MEPs throughout the 
year. 

Our work on Twitter has established the Office account as the go-to for issues relating to the European 
Parliament on the Danish Twitterverse, which is dominated by journalists and stakeholders. We continued 
the practice of promoting the work of MEPs during plenaries by sharing full video clips of their speeches 
directly on Twitter as quickly as possible. Videos were either taken from the joint European Parliament 
multimedia tools, or recorded in person.

Twitter remains an integrated part of the Office’s social media strategy, with all relevant events accompanied 
by live tweeting. Most of the 14 Danish MEPs are highly active on Twitter and the Office makes sure to 
engage with them, retweet them and thus to highlight their work and act as a multiplier.

Due to the demographics of Instagram, content which is visually engaging is preferred, both in images 
and videos. We use stories to share content live from events, as well as some light backstage content. We 
have also been experimenting with reels, thus far with great success. A significant number of Danish MEPs 
are active on Instagram, and we have a great deal of interaction with them.

Stories are also used to expand on our weekly newsletter, and to follow plenaries. We explain the topics 
on the agenda that seem the most relevant to Danish audiences or debates that Danish MEPs are likely to 
contribute to, and then we quote MEPs from their plenary contributions.
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Visit of President Metsola
10 June 2022
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On 10 June, President of the European Parliament 
Roberta Metsola visited Copenhagen for a day-long 
work visit.

In a packed programme, the President made time 
to visit the Europe House. She was received by the 
EPLO team and given an introduction to the role and 
functioning of the Copenhagen Europa Experience 
Centre.

As 2022 marks the 50th anniversary of the Danish 
“Yes” to the EU in October 1972, the mood in the 
Danish EU landscape is marked by both retrospection 
and looking forward in time and considering what 
we want for our future European collaboration.

In that vein, the President joined a townhall meeting 
with approximately 50 citizens between the ages 
of 16 and 35. The Copenhagen Europa Experience 
hosts had prepared the audience through interactive 
exercises helping them articulate their priorities for 
the future of the EU and Denmark.

The President participated in a lively Q&A with 
participants. For more than an hour, the audience 
posed their sharp questions, ranging from the state 
of rule of law in the EU, to gender equality, to the EU-
Mercosur deal’s impact on forestry and environmental 
protection in Brazil and everything in between.

EPLO and youth
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Political business

This is our moment. 
This is Europe’s time. 
How will history judge 
our actions? Will future 
generations read 
about the triumph 
of democracy over 
authoritarianism? Of 
multilaterialism over 
isolationism? That is up 
to us and the decisions 
we take now. 

“
President Roberta Metsola
Keynote speech at the Copenhagen 
Democracy Summit 10 June 2022

President Metsola was a invited as a keynote speaker 
at the Copenhagen Democracy Summit, hosted by 
Alliance of Democracies. Here, she spoke of the need 
for Europe to stand with Ukraine.

Throughout the day, she had meetings with various 
international high-level politicians, amongst them 
founder of Alliance of Democracies and former 
NATO secretary-general Anders Fogh Rasmussen, 
Lithuanian Prime Minister Ingrida Šimonytė. The 
Summit was also an opportunity to meet figures 
such as Belarusian opposition leader Sviatlana 
Tsikhanouskaya.

President Metsola was also granted an audience with 
H.M. Queen Margrethe II of Denmark before a 
bilateral meeting with Foreign Minister Jeppe Kofod, 
and a talk with the 44th President of the United States 
Barack Obama.

During the visit to the Europe House, MEPs Morten 
Løkkegaard (Renew), Pernille Weiss (EPP), Margrete 
Auken and Kira Peter-Hansen (both Greens) and 
Karen Melchior (Renew) took the opportunity to 
stop by for a talk with the President in an informal 
setting.
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Press and traditional media

Throughout the day, the President was accompanied by our Head 
of Office Anne Mette Vestergaard, and our press officers, who had 
ensured media coverage of the day in various publications and 
news outlets.

Prior to the President’s visit, Denmark had a referendum on the 
defence opt-out, which Danish citizens voted to abolish by a 
significant majority. In the aftermath, President Metsola remarked 
on the outcome with quotes that were widely picked up by Danish 
media. In the days after the referendum, it resulted in mentions 
or articles in 3 major Danish newspapers (online and offline) 
Politiken, Jyllands-Posten and Berlingske, an article in the 
European affairs magazine Altinget, as well as a Quote of the Day 
in the newspaper Politiken on 4 June.

President Metsola’s visit to Denmark was covered in major news 
publications and channels, with a live interview in the morning 
on TV2 News, aired several times throughout the day. It had an 
estimate of as many as 148,000 viewers. 

The President’s keynote speech at the Democracy Summit was 
widely quoted, with a full-page interview and analysis in 
Politiken, and coverage in Reuters.

Several journalists were present during the townhall event, and we 
expect coverage in the near future by the Youth Media Kiosk, and 
by the user-funded news outlet Zetland in the shape of both an 
interview with the President and a podcast.

Politiken
Est. weekly readers 486,000

Jyllands-Posten
Est. weekly readers 345,000

Berlingske Tidende
Est. weekly readers 312,000

Altinget
80,000 newsletter subscribers

TV2 News
148,000 viewers

Zetland
40,000 subscribing members
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Social media

8 tweets

456 interactions

9693 impressions

1 post

79 interactions

 3921 impressions

33 stories

2800 story impressions

97% completion rate

The Office focused on in-the-moment coverage on the day, limiting 
the amount of Facebook and Instagram posts in favour of more 
dynamic formats such as Instagram stories and Tweets. This also 
allowed for a great deal of interaction with the President’s official 
channels as we acted as multipliers of each other’s messages.

Across our channels, we covered the Presidents’ activities for the 
entire day, including her keynote speech at the Copenhagen 
Democracy Summit. We monitored social media activity relating to 
the programme of the day and retweeted or reshared content both 
from the President and from participants at the townhall meeting, 
ensuring a high degree of interaction with our audience.

The 8 tweets covering the activities resulted in 9693 impressions 
and 456 interactions, an average of 57 interactions per tweet, 
which is well above what the Office channel usually achieves.

The Instagram story of the day included a five-question quiz testing 
followers’ knowledge of President Metsola. The 33-part story was 
well-received by audiences and achieved 2800 story impressions 
with a story completion rate of 97%.

At the end of the day, we posted a photo caroussel on Instagram, a 
post which was well-received with 3921 organic impressions and 
79 interactions. Similarly, our follow-up post on Facebook during 
the weekend achieved 3948 reach and 131 interactions with a 
modest amount of promotion. The content of the day was amongst 
the most well-performing content in recent weeks, thanks in large 
part to the successful collaboration with the Presidents’ channels.
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Many things have changed since I joined the Office in January 2022. We have entered a time where the 
true meaning of European values is being put into perspective by the suffering and loss of lives at the 
borders of our Union. A time in which European solidarity is truly being put to the test. And a time where 
more and more people ask themselves: “What can the EU do?” We must be prepared to face this new reality 
– together. 
 
This is a period of change for this Office too – but one of positive change, I hope - in which we continue 
what works, revise and improve on what we can do better, and constantly explore new opportunities and 
partnerships for the future. I look forward to taking the reins as head of the Office at a time when European 
cooperation is at the fore in a way like we have never seen before in our 50 years as members of the 
European Union. As a team, this Office will continue the excellent work of the colleagues who are leaving 
us – together. 
 
Working in a small team, we are entirely dependent on the constructive cooperation with the MEPs as well 
as a long list of partners. I look forward to continue this collaboration based on the principles of mutuality 
and trust that have characterised the way this Office works for the past many years. Great challenges lie 
ahead of us, but we have the means to address them – together. 
 
Sune Olofsson Hansen 
Head of Office from July 2022

Afterword
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