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PROCEDURAL PAGE

By letter of 27 October 1999, the Commission forwarded to Parliament its communication on 
the progress of the implementation of the action programme of the communication on 
intermodality and intermodal freight transport in the European Union (COM(1997) 243 of 29 
May 1997) (COM(1999) 519 – 2000/2052(COS)).

At the sitting of 18 February 2000 the President of Parliament announced that she had referred 
the communication to the Committee on Regional Policy, Transport and Tourism as the 
committee responsible (C5-0084/2000).

The Committee on Regional Policy, Transport and Tourism had appointed Adriana Poli 
Bortone rapporteur at its meeting of 26 January 2000.

It considered the Commission communication and the draft report at its meetings of 
10 October and 22 November 2000.

At the last meeting it adopted the motion for a resolution by 46 votes to one, with one 
abstention.

The following were present for the vote: Konstantinos Hatzidakis, chairman; Rijk van Dam, 
Helmuth Markov and Emmanouil Mastorakis, vice-chairmen; Adriana Poli Bortone, 
rapporteur; Sir Robert Atkins, Elspeth Attwooll, Emmanouil Bakopoulos, Rolf Berend, 
Theodorus J.J. Bouwman, Philip Charles Bradbourn, Martin Callanan, Felipe Camisón 
Asensio, Carmen Cerdeira Morterero, Luigi Cesaro, Luigi Cocilovo, (for Francesco Musotto), 
Gerard Collins, Francis F.M. Decourrière, Alain Esclopé, Giovanni Claudio Fava, Jacqueline 
Foster (for Dana Rosemary Scallon), Mathieu J.H. Grosch, Ewa Hedkvist Petersen, Marie 
Anne Isler Béguin (for Reinhold Messner), Juan de Dios Izquierdo Collado, Georg 
Jarzembowski, Dieter-Lebrecht Koch, Giorgio Lisi, Hugues Martin (for Margie Sudre), 
Sérgio Marques, Erik Meijer, Rosa Miguélez Ramos, Camilo Nogueira Román, Juan Ojeda 
Sanz, Josu Ortuondo Larrea, Wilhelm Ernst Piecyk, Giovanni Saverio Pittella (for Danielle 
Darras), Samuli Pohjamo, Alonso José Puerta, Reinhard Rack, Marieke Sanders-ten Holte (for 
Paolo Costa), Gilles Savary, Agnes Schierhuber (for Renate Sommer), Ingo Schmitt, Brian 
Simpson, Dirk Sterckx, Ulrich Stockmann, Joaquim Vairinhos and Mark Francis Watts.

The report was tabled on 27 November 2000.

The deadline for tabling amendments will be indicated in the draft agenda for the relevant 
part-session.
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MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION

European Parliament resolution on the communication from the Commission to the 
European Parliament, the Council and the Economic and Social Committee on the 
progress of the implementation of the action programme of the communication on 
intermodality and intermodal freight transport in the European Union (COM(1997) 243 
of 29 May 1997) (COM(1999) 519 – C5-0084-2000 – 2000/2052(COS))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the communication from the Commission (COM(1999) 519 -
C5-0084/2000)1,

– having regard to the Commission White Paper entitled ‘Fair payment for infrastructure 
use: a phased approach to a common transport infrastructure charging framework in the 
EU’ (COM(1998) 466)2,

– having regard to the recent communication from the Commission to the Council, the 
European Parliament and the Economic and Social Committee entitled ‘The Development 
of Short Sea Shipping in Europe: A dynamic alternative in a sustainable transport chain – 
Second two-yearly progress report’ (COM(1999) 317)3,

– having regard to the work under way at the European Parliament on this matter,

– having regard to the current proposals for the liberalisation of the railway sector,

– having regard to Rule 47(1) of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Regional Policy, Transport and Tourism 
(A5-0358/2000),

A. whereas intermodality, namely the use of at least two different modes in an integrated 
manner in a door-to-door transport chain, is fundamental to ensuring a more rational use 
of the means of transport available and involves integrating the operations and 
management of the various transport modes by using them in sequence and on the basis of 
units of transport, that is to say without the need to divide up, alter or handle the goods 
that they carry,

B. whereas the development of a multimodal transport system is of vital importance for the 
whole European Union and neighbouring areas to  ensure the efficient, viable and 
sustainable transport of goods and thus the competitive potential of the European 
processing and distribution industry in an increasingly competitive world market,

C. whereas intermodality contrasts sharply with multimodality – the combined use of 

1  Not yet published in the Official Journal.
2  Not yet published in the Official Journal.
3  Not yet published in the Official Journal.
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different carriers; 

D. whereas at present intermodal transport of load units in the EU remains limited, and is 
estimated to account for no more than 8% of total tonne-kilometres,

E. whereas there will be a disproportionate increase in the volume of freight traffic in the 
European Union in the next few years as a result of the growing use of e-commerce and 
enlargement of the European Union,

F. whereas enlargement of the European Union will make transport routes longer, which may 
impact favourably on the development of intermodal transport if the requisite legal, 
technical and operating conditions are created,

G. whereas, as matters stand, the technical nature of intermodal transport makes it costly in 
comparison with unimodal transport; whereas the high friction costs resulting both from 
inadequate infrastructure and from inefficiency in the management and information 
spheres are clearly affecting the operational capacity and competitiveness of 
intermodality,

H. whereas the competitive disadvantages of intermodal transport arise partly from the tax 
advantage enjoyed by road transport, which is why it is necessary to press ahead with 
introduction of the ‘polluter pays’ principle in the form of comparable charges for the use 
of all transport modes,

I. whereas at present a change of transport mode involves a change of system rather than a 
mere technical transfer, as a result of the bottlenecks in the intermodal system which are 
preventing it from being fully operational and used more widely,

J. whereas intermodality helps enhance the quality and efficiency of its allied services; 
whereas the demand for intermodal transport across Europe is set to grow,

K. whereas the overall efficiency of the system is achieved by means of an integrated system 
of transport services and logistics designed to ensure that information is exchanged in real 
time and the consignment delivered directly to the end user,

L. whereas the development of short sea shipping can be a way of improving the integration 
of logistical systems and finding solutions to general European transport problems,

M. mindful of the need to optimise the various component parts of the system in respect of 
infrastructure and hardware (carriers, load units and telecommunications) and of services 
and regulatory and contractual conditions through enhanced cooperation between the 
various modes of transport, in order to increase the added value derived from the 
utilisation thereof,

N. whereas the handling of loads (intermodal transport units – ITUs) requires investment to 
identify and allot suitably equipped areas, reutilise logistical rail platforms which have by 
and large been discarded, employ specialised machinery for handling ITUs, build rolling 
stock and specialised carriers, and train staff, so as to bring down friction costs,

O. whereas intermodality constitutes a key factor in sustainable mobility, since it proves 
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more environmentally friendly than road transport and allows for better use of existing 
infrastructure, notably the railways,

P. mindful of the opportunities afforded by the new technologies and by the impact, in terms 
of efficiency, that telematic applications can bring to the sector in order to guarantee 
seamless transport flows, security and integrity at the various stages of the intermodal 
chain, particularly as regards the tracking, tracing and supervision of cargo, automatic 
access control and management of equipment, and integrated freight information 
management,

Q. mindful of the need to update Regulation (EEC) No 1107/70 on aid to combined transport 
in order to take account of the developments in, and increasing liberalisation of, transport 
sectors over the past thirty years,

R. whereas intermodality is a key factor in restoring a balance between the various transport 
systems,

1. Emphasises the need to develop a trans-European transport network designed to act as a 
multimodal infrastructure network capable of combining and integrating the various 
modes of transport with the aim of utilising the most environmentally friendly and 
efficient mode for each component, with a view to developing further the internal market, 
freight mobility and real competition, as well as strengthening economic and social 
cohesion;

2. Calls on the Commission to bear in mind the legal, technical and operating conditions of 
intermodal transport in the accession negotiations, decisions on the allocation of ISPA 
resources and so on, and to ensure the highest possible proportion of intermodal transport 
in freight traffic with the candidate countries;

3. Stresses that intermodality is fundamental to sustainable mobility and that, in enhancing 
transport efficiency, it helps achieve a better and more accessible service, security, 
environmentally friendly transport, a reduction in pollution, less congestion in large urban 
areas and on the roads, and the full use of human potential;

4. Calls on the Commission to keep up its efforts to achieve the same conditions of 
competition for the various modes of transport by common charging rules for the 
allocation of infrastructure and external costs to transport users; at the same time calls on 
the Member States to aim for an equally high tax burden on all modes of transport;

5. Calls for the definition, within the development plan for the Community area, of a 
European master plan for intermodal facilities making it possible to mobilise and direct 
public and private investment to appropriate strategic sites in order to limit the growth of 
long-distance heavy goods vehicle traffic and the resulting environmental damage, 
particularly in countries of transit;

6. Congratulates the Commission on the setting-up of the Transport Intermodality Task 
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Force, and calls on it to pursue efforts to establish intermodality as a concept;

7. Hopes in this connection that regular inventories of the development of intermodal 
equipment and traffic will be drawn up and forwarded to the European Parliament and the 
Council;

8. Welcomes the extension of the Pilot Actions in Combined Transport (PACT) programme, 
which is helping improve the competitiveness of combined transport; calls for the new 
PACT-Programme also to support project promoters and projects in the countries with 
which the European Union is conducting accession negotiations;

9. Calls on the European Commission and the Member States to ensure that attention is also 
paid to intermodal transport infrastructure in plans for the use of the Structural Funds and 
NOPs;

10. Calls on the Commission and the European Investment Bank to ensure that intermodal 
investment projects are adequately represented within co-financing initiatives relating to 
the trans-European transport networks (TEN-T), above all where they provide for 
investments in technologies for setting-up and management;

11. Calls on the Commission to concentrate ISPA resources primarily on the railways so as to 
maintain at least in part the previously very strong position of the central and eastern 
European railways in freight transport;

12. Calls on the Commission to support cooperation with the national entities responsible for 
intermodal transport with the aim of gathering information, identifying best practices and 
furthering market acceptance of innovation, by encouraging operators in the sector to 
make full use of the findings of research projects and involving them in the formulation of 
initiatives aimed at achieving the aims of the programme of action;

13. Welcomes the Commission plan to co-finance the INTERACT initiative aimed at setting 
up an open European network of universities and research institutes which will help 
develop a comprehensive database on European research in the intermodal freight 
transport sector;

14. Calls on the Commission to switch the emphasis in the forthcoming sixth framework 
research programme more towards the intermodal capability of transport networks;

15. Calls on the Member States to set up round tables on intermodality with operators and 
users in the sector with a view to establishing an informal network to detect shortcomings 
in the sector, identify possible solutions and provide for the training of specialist staff;

16. Calls on the Member States to promote cooperation projects between small and medium-
sized haulage businesses and rail and shipping enterprises, and to provide for incentives 
and benefits for transport undertakings which take part in an intermodal chain;

17. Hopes that a working group composed of road, port and railway companies and operators 
will be set up to consider the conditions and standards required to ensure a better  level of 
intermodal interoperability of equipment.
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18. Hopes that the recent Commission proposals on liberalisation of the railway sector will 
serve to create conditions conducive to investment in that sector, so as to enable it to take 
part in intermodal transport in the future rather than remain the weak link in the chain; in 
this context urges the railway companies to get their act together;

19. Underlines the importance of the new technologies which the information society offers 
and the need to develop and install integrated information and management systems and 
standardised administrative procedures such as the EDI (Electronic Data Interchange);

20. Supports the establishment of an electronic market for intermodal freight transport which 
allows transport users to choose the best possible itinerary for goods and order their 
preferred services online, thereby making the market transparent and opening up 
opportunities for new operators;

21. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to support the establishment of firms 
specialising in intermodal services (e.g. value-added services) as such firms are the key to 
actually getting intermodal information and transport services onto the market;

22. Points out that priority should be given to developing trans-European rail freight corridors 
operating in an intermodal environment; 

23. Considers that short sea shipping is an environmentally friendly and safe alternative to 
road transport and therefore believes it is essential to increase the proportion of freight 
transport accounted for by short sea shipping; calls on the national governments to take 
the requisite measures to encourage the use of short sea shipping, for instance by 
providing investment support for short sea shipping projects which can demonstrate the 
importance of short sea shipping in effective intermodal transport systems and by 
removing all the barriers; calls on the Commission to grant start-up aid from the existing 
European funds to promote short sea shipping and to frame the planned combined 
transport support measures in such a way that they can apply easily to short sea shipping;

24. Hopes therefore that within the framework of a general incentive programme for the use 
of intermodal transport chains by the creation of new interports, support measures will be 
directed at ports in peripheral areas in order to provide them with appropriate and 
competitive structures;

25. Stresses the need to give priority to the requirements and conditions common to the 
peripheral regions and islands, as well as those regions whose development is lagging 
behind and which are suffering from serious structural shortcomings, particularly in the 
trans-European networks sector;

26. Stresses that efficient and sustainable management of goods collection and distribution at 
the poles of intermodal transport operations is an essential aspect of the whole intermodal 
transport system which needs special consideration, especially when it affects large or 
congested urban areas;

27. Calls on the Member States and the Commission to set up a single, transparent scheme for 
intermodal transport which is easy to enforce, in order to facilitate and encourage this 
transport system;
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28. Hopes that the candidate countries will be involved in establishing the Union's policies, 
priorities and initiatives on the development of intermodality;

29. Calls on the Commission to devote particular attention to drafting regulations on 
intermodal door-to-door liability and developing a corresponding transport document;

30. Calls on the Commission to draw up a programme on the lines of the earlier KAROLUS 
programme for international exchanges of officials from different transport modes, with 
the aim of increasing employees’ mutual understanding of intermodality and cross-border 
operations;

31. Calls on the bodies responsible in the Member States and the candidate countries to 
include intermodal transport in the syllabuses of those undergoing professional or further 
training in the transport or freight forwarding sectors;

32. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
European Investment Bank and the governments of the Member States.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

1. Definition

According to the Commission’s definition, intermodality is understood to be a transport system 
that allows ‘at least two various modes [rail, road, maritime or air transport] to be used in an 
integrated manner in a door-to-door transport chain’ with a view to making for a more rational 
use of available transport capacity and enhancing the quality and efficiency of allied services.

The objective is to increase the overall efficiency of the system by means of an integrated 
system of transport services and logistics designed to ensure that information is exchanged in 
real time and the consignment of goods delivered directly to the end user. To that end it is 
necessary to optimise and harmonise the various component parts of the system in respect of 
infrastructure and hardware (carriers, load units and telecommunications) and of services and 
regulatory and contractual conditions through enhanced cooperation between the various modes 
of transport, thereby making it possible to optimise and increase the added value derived from 
the utilisation of these modes.

This objective contrasts with the prevailing situation vis-à-vis intermodal transport, where 
high friction costs resulting both from inadequate infrastructure and from inefficiency in the 
fields of management and information are clearly affecting the operational capacity and 
competitiveness of intermodality. As matters stand, a change of mode involves a change of 
system rather than a mere technical transfer, as a result of a series of bottlenecks in the 
intermodal system which are preventing it from being fully operational and used more widely.

Hence the need to develop a trans-European transport network designed to act as a 
multimodal infrastructure network capable of combining and integrating the various modes of 
transport, which will help the internal market to run smoothly, strengthen economic and 
social cohesion and facilitate the mobility of persons and goods, with their efficiency and 
competitiveness increasing as the average distance covered by the goods grows.

As the Commission communication on intermodality and intermodal freight transport in the 
European Union indeed highlights, the average annual increase of 2% in the average distance 
covered within the Community in the period 1970-97 is a trend which looks set to continue. 
This would imply that the demand for intermodal transport will tend to rise, given that it 
constitutes the most efficient long-haul transport system. Nonetheless, it is important to note 
that hitherto, intermodality has accounted for barely 8% of the total tonne-kilometres 
transported through Europe every year.

At the same time, the need to develop intermodality constitutes a key factor in sustainable 
mobility, since it proves more environmentally friendly than road transport and allows for 
better use of infrastructure, notably the railways.

2. Drawbacks

As matters stand, intermodality poses a series of drawbacks stemming from the lack of 
integration between the various modes of transport, together with deficiencies peculiar to 
some of these modes.
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The development of intermodality hinges primarily upon the level of efficiency provided by 
the rail services on offer, which unfortunately, in many Member States, rate poorly in terms of 
quality, efficiency and cost-effectiveness.

Moreover, as the Commission has pointed out on several occasions, the development of 
infrastructure continues to focus on unimodal systems, whereas intermodal transport requires 
a network-based approach focusing on complementarity and connections between the 
various modes.

Lastly, open intermodal information systems able to manage intermodal transport and 
network services efficiently and to guarantee a rational and constant real-time information and 
message flow have yet to be put in place.

A specific analysis of the friction costs allied to intermodal freight transport reveals that the 
main drawbacks compared to traditional unimodal transport can be identified as high costs, 
longer time frames, inferior quality, higher risks of damage to goods, restrictions as to the 
types of goods that can be transported, and more complex administrative procedures.

These friction costs can be attributed first and foremost to the absence of coherent system 
networks and connections linking the latter, leading to a loss of efficiency and an increase in 
transfer costs. Furthermore, the differing profitability and service quality levels amongst the 
various modes of transports do not sit easily alongside notions of customer satisfaction and 
real-time goods transfers.

The culprit in this instance is the absence of broad electronic message systems linking 
different partners in the intermodal chain and the lack of an identification and information 
system for goods organised on an intermodal basis.

Lastly, the entire system is dogged by a series of bottlenecks stemming from the absence of 
harmonised time frames and timetables amongst the various modes of transport, as a result of 
which the needs of the freight transport chain do not correspond to the operational demands of 
the resources employed in the process. By way of illustration, the working hours of drivers 
and crews do not tally with intermodal operations, and terminals are not always able to 
accommodate round-the-clock train and shipping timetables.

Clearly, the intermodal transport framework in Europe varies somewhat, with totally 
contrasting circumstances apparent in the various Member States. Hence the need to accord 
priority to the monitoring of the different circumstances, with the support of the Transport 
Intermodality Task Force, with a view to singling out specific lines of action designed to 
address emerging priorities in individual Member States.

3. Objectives

The aims which the EU intends to pursue through the development of intermodality relate to 
the need to establish an integrated system comprising the various transport modes which offers 
seamless, customer-tailored door-to-door services, makes for efficient and cost-effective use of 
the transport system and promotes competition between operators.
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In its communication on intermodality and intermodal freight transport in the European Union 
(COM (97) 243 final of 29 May 1997), the Commission highlighted the objectives to be 
pursued in the intermodal transport sector and divided them into priority areas for action (key 
actions).

a) Infrastructure and integrated means of transport

The implementation of an integrated system comprising the various transport modes through 
the development of a network of infrastructure, transport services and logistics tailored to the 
needs of users involves the following steps:

- the creation of a coherent infrastructure network at European level which guarantees 
efficient intermodal links by drawing upon an integrated network of transfer points which 
takes due consideration of real and potential goods flows, the demands of the supply and 
distribution chain, and local and environmental restrictions. This necessitates a revision of 
the guidelines for the trans-European transport network already being implemented, so as 
to grant specific status to ports and intermodal terminals as connection points between 
transport modes;

- the elimination of bottlenecks, so as to give added value to logistics through the integration 
of transport and logistics. Freight transport plays a key role in logistics, since it involves 
not only moving goods, but also warehousing, storing, packaging and customising a 
product. It is clear that, in this regard, intermodality will make it possible to bring together 
a wide range of transport services within the supply and distribution chain;

- the harmonisation of load units, which involves singling out common standards amongst 
the various transport modes by identifying and developing international standards on size, 
weight and structure with a view to facilitating transfer between transport modes, in 
cooperation with the European Committee for Standardisation (CEN). Indeed, in recent 
years it has proven necessary to examine the development of a small standardised container, 
the so-called logistics box. It would be appropriate, moreover, to bring the size of rolling 
stock (railway vans) and vehicles (motor transport) into line with that of loads, so as to 
provide optimum space for the latter.

b) Interoperable and interconnected traffic operations

The management and control of information on goods transported from door to door using a 
combination of modes and services should be fully exploited in order to maximise cost-
effectiveness, with a view to making the intermodal system easier to use and an integral part of 
the supply chain by means of:

- the creation of trans-European freight freeways, which would afford freedom of access 
and remove the obstacles to international traffic;

- the establishment of common principles on charging and pricing for the various modes;
- the amendment of Regulation (EEC) No 1107/70 on aid to combined transport, with a view 

to establishing a consistent aid framework for all land transport modes;
- the application of competition rules in intermodal freight transport;
- the creation of an electronic forum for coordination of timetables.

c) Services and regulations common to all transport modes



PE 286.589 14/16 RR\426733EN.doc

EN

The objective here is to establish an information system providing for real-time transport 
management, as well as the use of electronic transactions in transport, by means of:

- the development of real-time electronic information and transaction systems. The 
development of electronic commerce and multimedia systems is compelling transport 
operators to conform to the standards of quality and efficiency which demand requires. That 
implies the need to move swiftly to adapt the allied services on offer to the requirements of 
demand by setting up integrated electronic information and transaction systems capable of 
responding to just-in-time productive systems;

- the harmonisation of transport message, procedure and document standards using 
Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) systems;

- a uniform liability regime designed to offer the end user a clear set of transparent 
conditions and procedures with regard to liability for cargos which may be damaged or lost 
during transportation. These rules should also cover damage or loss which may result from 
the performance of logistical activities such as the storage or customising of products at the 
transfer points;

- the development of Information Society technologies of benefit to intermodal transport, 
through the creation of an open architecture which makes it possible to follow the movement 
of goods along the entire intermodal chain, from pick-up to delivery (tracking and tracing). 
The developed applications range from tracking, tracing, supervision of cargo and 
automatic access control and management of equipment to integrated freight information 
management. They aim to ensure seamless transport flows, security and integrity at the 
different stages of the intermodal chain;

- paperless transport, involving the harmonisation of document standards and the creation of 
a single electronic window. This would facilitate the development of electronic commerce 
and a reduction in the friction costs resulting from the differing documentary requirements 
in the various Member States.

4. Horizontal activities

The Commission has also planned a series of horizontal measures, using research and 
technological development projects to introduce innovation aimed at utilising new technologies 
to develop innovative services and increase productivity.

Some 25 RTD projects dealing with the efficiency of the intermodal network, transfer points 
and the use of information and communications technology were financed under the 4th 
Framework Programme (1994-98).

In the 5th Framework Programme, intermodality is addressed under the thematic programme 
entitled ‘Competitive and Sustainable Growth’ and, more precisely, in two key actions:
- ‘Sustainable Mobility and Intermodality’; and
- ‘Land Transport and Marine Technologies’.

Lastly, the advent of the Transport Intermodality Task Force has signified the creation of a 
permanent body to monitor the intermodal transport market, coordinate the various research 
and development programmes undertaken in the sector at European level, and tailor research to 
political demands and the demands of the industry, with a view to bringing coherent 
development to the sector and making it competitive, even over short and medium distances.
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5. Action proposed by the Commission

In its communication on the progress of the implementation of the action programme of the 
communication on intermodality and freight transport in the European Union, the Commission 
has pinpointed the paths which future EU action should pursue. It recommends launching new 
initiatives in four areas in particular:

a) The development of a more integrated Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) with its 
associated applications with a view to enhancing intermodalism.

The development of the ITS will make it possible to reap fully the benefits of the new 
technologies, provided that they are involved in developing a more integrated ITS which 
combines applications in traffic management with those in the area of freight 
management. At the same time a thematic network should be envisaged for the creation of 
an intermodal framework for freight transport information and traffic management 
services.

b) The creation of electronic commerce applications for intermodal freight transport.

The objective here is to develop enabling architecture for e-commerce applications in 
intermodal transport, given the importance of e-commerce for the growth of the sector.

c) Bolstering supply-chain management, logistics and intermodal freight transport.

The objective here is to optimise transport in the supply chain with a view to efficient 
management of the latter. The Commission has launched some initiatives designed to 
examine the potential contribution of intermodal freight transport to pan-European supply 
chains on the one hand, and to assess the impact of globalisation on the use of intermodal 
freight transport on the other. The findings will feature in a communication on supply-
chain management, logistics and intermodal transport.

d) The demonstration of the potential of freight intermodalism for supply chains.

The Commission will co-finance a demonstration project aimed at identifying the shiftable 
cargo of manufacturing companies.

6. Conclusions

Generally speaking, more resources should be set aside for intermodality, since it is a freight 
transport system based on sustainable mobility and environmental protection. Measures and 
initiatives to support this system are called for, and should be geared towards:

1. developing trans-European transport networks, with particular emphasis on the 
development of trans-European rail freight freeways;

2. setting up a European Reference Centre for Intermodalism which enables transport 
operators and freight forwarders to exchange views and information, as well as examples 
of best practice;

3. developing and installing integrated management and information systems such as the EDI 
(Electronic Data Interchange);
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4. establishing an electronic market for intermodal freight transport which provides for 
transport users to select the itinerary best suited to the goods concerned and to order their 
preferred intermodal transport services online;

5. providing the telematic applications programme with additional resources;
6. determining financing rules other than Regulation 1107/70 for the Member States for the 

development of intermodality;
7. determining the requirements and conditions common to the peripheral regions and islands, 

as well as those regions whose development is lagging behind and those Mediterranean 
regions in which the development of this transport system is lagging behind;

8. training staff to use the new telematic applications in the sector.


