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Symbols for procedures

* Consultation procedure
majority of the votes cast

**I Cooperation procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

**II Cooperation procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common  position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

*** Assent procedure
majority of Parliament’s component Members except  in cases 
covered by Articles 105, 107, 161 and 300 of the EC Treaty and 
Article 7 of the EU Treaty

***I Codecision procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

***II Codecision procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

***III Codecision procedure (third reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the joint text

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the 
Commission)

Amendments to a legislative text

In amendments by Parliament, amended text is highlighted in bold italics. 
Highlighting in normal italics is an indication for the relevant departments 
showing parts of the legislative text for which a correction is proposed, to 
assist preparation of the final text (for instance, obvious errors or omissions 
in a given language version). These suggested corrections are subject to the 
agreement of the departments concerned.
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PROCEDURAL PAGE

By letter of 21 February 2001 the Council consulted Parliament, pursuant to Articles 36 and 
37 of the EC Treaty, on the proposal for a Council regulation derogating from certain 
provisions of Council Regulation (EC) No 2792/1999 laying down the detailed rules and 
arrangements regarding Community structural assistance in the fisheries sector 
(COM(2001) 62 - 2001/0035 (CNS)).

At the sitting of 28 February 2001 the President of Parliament announced that she had referred 
this proposal to the Committee on Fisheries as the committee responsible (C5-0077/2001).

The Committee on Fisheries appointed Carmen Fraga Estévez rapporteur at its meeting of 
6 March 2001.

It considered the Commission proposal and draft report at its meetings of 21 March, 23 April 
and 29 May 2001.

At the last meeting it adopted the draft legislative resolution unanimously.

The following were present for the vote: Daniel Varela Suanzes-Carpegna, chairman; Rosa 
Miguélez Ramos and Hugues Martin, vice-chairmen; Carmen Fraga Estévez, rapporteur; 
Niels Busk, Arlindo Cunha, Pat the Cope Gallagher, Jorge Salvador Hernández Mollar (for 
Brigitte Langenhagen), Salvador Jové Peres (for Mihail Papayannakis), Michael John Holmes 
(for Nigel Paul Farage), Ian Stewart Hudghton, Heinz Kindermann, Albert Jan Maat (for 
James Nicholson), John Joseph McCartin (for Antonio Tajani), Fernando Pérez Royo(for 
Carlos Candal), Yves Piétrasanta (for Patricia McKenna), Bernard Poignant and Dominique 
Souchet.

The report was tabled on 29 May 2001.

The deadline for tabling amendments will be indicated in the draft agenda for the relevant 
part-session.
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LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL

Proposal for a Council regulation derogating from certain provisions of Council 
Regulation (EC) No 2792/1999 laying down the detailed rules and arrangements 
regarding Community structural assistance in the fisheries sector 
(COM(2001) 62 – C5-0077/2001 – 2001/0035(CNS))

The proposal is amended as follows:

Commission Text1 Text proposed by Parliament

Amendment 1
Article 1

Notwithstanding Regulation (EC) No 
2792/1999, the Community fleets dependent 
on the Fisheries Agreement with Morocco 
covered by the conversion plans approved by 
Commission Decisions Nos C(2000)3059 and 
C(2000)3060 of 30 October 2000 may 
continue to receive compensation as referred 
to in Article 16(1)(b) of the above Regulation 
until 30 June 2001.

Notwithstanding Regulation (EC) No 
2792/1999, the Community fleets dependent 
on the Fisheries Agreement with Morocco 
covered by the conversion plans approved by 
Commission Decisions Nos C(2000)3059 and 
C(2000)3060 of 30 October 2000 may 
continue to receive compensation as referred 
to in Article 16(1)(b) of the above Regulation 
until 31 December 2001.

The financial contribution from the FIFG to 
the compensation referred to in the previous 
paragraph between 1 January 2000 and 31 
June 2001 shall not be taken into consideration 
when determining compliance with the 
thresholds referred to in the first subparagraph 
of Article 16(3) of Regulation (EC) No 
2792/1999.

The financial contribution from the FIFG to 
the compensation referred to in the previous 
paragraph between 1 January 2000 and 31 
December 2001 shall not be taken into 
consideration when determining compliance 
with the thresholds referred to in the first 
subparagraph of Article 16(3) of Regulation 
(EC) No 2792/1999.

Justification:

This brings the time limits into line with the dates for the submission of the programmes.

1  OJ C not yet published.
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DRAFT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council regulation 
derogating from certain provisions of Council Regulation (EC) No 2792/1999 laying 
down the detailed rules and arrangements regarding Community structural assistance 
in the fisheries sector (COM(2001) 62 – C5-0077/2001 – 2001/0035(CNS))

(Consultation procedure)

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Commission proposal to the Council (COM(2001) 621),

– having been consulted by the Council pursuant to Articles 36 and 37 of the EC Treaty 
(C5-0077/2001),

– having regard to Rule 67 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Fisheries (A5-0190/2001),

1. Approves the Commission proposal as amended;

2. Calls on the Council to notify Parliament should it intend to depart from the text approved 
by Parliament;

3. Calls for the conciliation procedure to be initiated should the Council intend to depart 
from the text approved by Parliament;

4. Asks to be consulted again should the Council intend to amend the Commission proposal 
substantially;

5. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council and Commission.

1 OJ C not yet published.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The long period of inactivity which was imposed on the Community’s fishing fleets following 
the expiry of the fisheries agreement between the European Union and Morocco on 
30 November 1999 has made it necessary to extend the period during which compensation 
will be paid to the owners and the crews of the vessels affected.

As may be recalled, such compensation is granted under Article 16 of Regulation (EC) 
No 2792/1999. Paragraph 1(b) of that Article specifies that where a fisheries agreement is not 
renewed or where it is suspended, the Community fleets dependent on that agreement may be 
granted compensation for the temporary cessation of activities for a six-month period, which 
may be extended by a further six months providing that a conversion plan is implemented for 
the fleets concerned.

Conversion plans have already been submitted by the Member States affected. However, they 
cannot be implemented until the negotiations have been officially broken off and the plans 
have been approved by the relevant institutions, yet suspending the payment of compensation 
after such a long period of inactivity on the part of the fishing fleet would obviously create 
extremely serious socio-economic problems for those affected. This was the view taken at the 
Nice European Council and amongst other requests it asked the Commission to extend the 
period during which compensation will be paid.

The number of vessels and individuals affected is so high and they have had to cease their 
activities for such a lengthy period that the Member States involved (Spain and Portugal) have 
already exceeded the threshold of 4% of the Community financial assistance allocated to them 
by way of compensation for the temporary cessation of activities (Article 16(3) of Regulation 
(EC) No 2792/1999 refers).

At the time when the Regulation (which provides the legal basis for such compensation) was 
drawn up, such an unusual situation as the one currently prevailing could not have been 
foreseen. Furthermore, when the Commission submitted its proposal it could not have known 
the actual date upon which a new agreement would be signed or upon which the negotiations 
would be broken off, for which reason it laid down the standard six-month time limit, i.e. up 
to 30 June 2001. The new proposal for a regulation is therefore proposing an amendment to 
Regulation (EC) No 2792/1999 with two aims in mind:

1. To enable the payment of compensation for the temporary cessation of activities to be 
extended to cover the period from 1 January to 30 June 2001;

2. To enable the 4% threshold to which such aid is subject to be exceeded as a special 
dispensation.

The proposal will help to alleviate the serious socio-economic situation in which the 
shipowners and fishermen affected currently find themselves until such time as an official 
decision is taken on the agreement. It also provides a legislative response to one of the 
requests put forward at the Nice European Council and it should therefore be approved. A 
further consideration is that the proposal provides for the payment of aid to be extended by six 
months on the assumption that negotiations will continue during that period. Should the 
negotiations be broken off before 30 June, aid will be paid only until the affected fleets begin 
a conversion process.
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It should also be pointed out that the proposed amendment will not have any impact on the 
Community budget since payments will be made from the FIFG budget which has already 
been allocated to the Member States concerned, i.e. Spain and Portugal.

In any event, this should be regarded as an initial amendment to the regulation which is 
necessary in view of the inordinate amount of time which the negotiations with Morocco are 
taking. If the agreement is not in the end renewed there will clearly be a need for further 
amendments to enable the Community to cope with the consequences of an unprecedented 
restructuring of its fishing fleet. Such amendments could be along the same lines as the ones 
which are currently being drafted in connection with the accompanying measures relating to 
the cod recovery plan to be implemented in the North Sea, the Irish Sea and the waters off 
western Scotland.

In this connection it should also be borne in mind that the Nice European Council had already 
foreseen that such extensive restructuring might have to be undertaken since it specifically 
asked the Commission ‘to propose, keeping within the financial perspective, a specific action 
programme for restructuring the Community fleet which [....] fished in the framework of the 
old agreement’.


