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PROCEDURAL PAGE

By letter of 21 Septembre 2000 the Commission forwarded to the Council and  European 
Parliament a communication on Innovation in a knowledge-driven economy (COM(2000) 
567– 2000/2336(COS)).

At the sitting of  15 January 2001 the President of Parliament announced that she had referred 
the communication to the Committee on Industry, External Trade, Research and Energy as the 
committee responsible and the Committee on Culture, Youth, Education, the Media and 
Sport, Committee on Legal Affairs and the Internal Market and the Committee on 
Employment and Social Affairs for their opinions (C5-0740/2000).

The Committee on Industry, External Trade, Research and Energy had appointed Paul Rübig,  
rapporteur at its meeting of 7 November 2000.

At its meeting of 11 April 2001 the committee decided to include in its report the following 
motion for resolution :

 B5-0024/2001 by Salvador Garriga Polledo, on joint ventures between the EU and private 
enterprise, referred on 31 January 2001 to the Committee on Industry, External Trade, 
Research and Energy as the committee responsible, and the Committee on Budgets and 
the Committee on Legal Affairs and the Internal Market for their opinions.

It considered the Commission communication and the draft report at its meeting of 23April, 
29 May and 20 June 2001.

At the last meeting it adopted the motion for a resolution by 43 votes to 7 , with 0 abstention.

Étaient présents au moment du vote Carlos Westendorp y Cabeza, (président), , Renato 
Brunetta et Peter Michael Mombaur, (vice-présidents), Paul Rübig (rapporteur), Konstantinos 
Alyssandrakis, Ward Beysen (suppléant Astrid Thors), Guido Bodrato, Massimo Carraro, 
Gérard Caudron, Giles Bryan Chichester, Nicholas Clegg, Dorette Corbey (suppléant Harlem 
Désir), Willy C.E.H. De Clercq, Francesco Fiori (suppléant Alejo Vidal-Quadras Roca), 
Colette Flesch, Christos Folias, Jacqueline Foster (suppléant Concepció Ferrer), Pat the Cope 
Gallagher, Neena Gill (suppléant Glyn Ford), Norbert Glante, Lisbeth Grönfeldt Bergman 
(suppléant Marjo Matikainen-Kallström), Michel Hansenne, Malcolm Harbour (suppléant 
Roger Helmer), Hans Karlsson, Bashir Khanbhai (suppléant Konrad K. Schwaiger), Helmut 
Kuhne (suppléant Rolf Linkohr), Bernd Lange (suppléant François Zimeray), Werner Langen, 
Caroline Lucas, Eryl Margaret McNally, Nelly Maes, Elizabeth Montfort, Angelika Niebler, 
Giuseppe Nisticò (suppléant Umberto Scapagnini), Reino Paasilinna, Yves Piétrasanta, Elly 
Plooij-van Gorsel, John Purvis, Godelieve Quisthoudt-Rowohl, Imelda Mary Read, Mechtild 
Rothe, Christian Foldberg Rovsing, Ilka Schröder, Esko Olavi Seppänen, Helle Thorning-
Schmidt (suppléant Myrsini Zorba), Claude Turmes (suppléant Nuala Ahern), Jaime 
Valdivielso de Cué, W.G. van Velzen, Dominique Vlasto, Anders Wijkman, Olga Zrihen 
Zaari.
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The opinion of the Committee on Culture, Youth, Education, the Media and Sport is attached; 
the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs  decided on 16 November 2000 and the 
Committee on Legal Affairs and the Internal Market on 25 January 2001 not to deliver 
opinions.  The Committee on Budgets decided not to deliver an opinion on the motion for 
resolution B5-0024/2001.

The report was tabled on 25 June 2001.

The deadline for tabling amendments will be indicated in the draft agenda for the relevant 
part-session.
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MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION

European Parliament resolution on the  communication from the Commission to the 
Council and the European Parliament on Innovation in a knowledge-driven economy 
(COM(2000) 567– C5-0740/2000 – 2000/2336(COS))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Commission communication (COM(2000) 567 – C5-0740/2000),

having regard to the motion for a resolution by Salvador Garriga Polledo, on joint 
ventures between the European Union and private enterprise (B5-0024/2001)

- having regard to its resolution of 6 June 1996 on Green paper on innovation1,

- having regard to its resolution of 17 September 1997 on the 1st Action Plan on 
Innovation in Europe2,

- having regard to decision 182/1999 CE of 22.12.19983(V FRPRTD),

- having regard to its resolution of 15 December 1998 on a specific programme of 
research and technological development for Innovation4,

- having regard to its resolution of 16 March 2000 on eEurope5,

- having regard to the Conclusions of the Lisbon European Council meeting of 23 and 
24 of March 2000,

- having regard to the conclusions of the Feira European Council meeting of 19 and 20 
June 2000,

- having regard to its resolution of 26 October 2000 on a Multi-annual Programme for 
Enterprises and Entrepreneurship6,

- having regard to its resolutions of 18 May 2000 on the European research Area7 and of 
15 February 20018,

- having regard to Rule 47(1) of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Industry, External Trade, Research 
and Energy and the opinion of the Committee on Culture, Youth, Education, the 

1 OJ C 181; 24.6.1996, p. 96
2 OJ C 304, 6.10.1997, p. 75
3 OJ L 26, 1.2.1999, p. 001
4  OJ C 98, 9.04.1999, p. 26
5 OJ C 377, 29.12.2000, p. 184
6 OJ not yet published
7 OJ C 59, 23.02.2001, p. 132
8 see adopted Text of this date, point 12
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Media and Sport (A5-0234/2001),

A. Whereas innovation is a key field in order to reach the strategic goal defined by the 
Lisbon Summit to make Europe "the most competitive and dynamic knowledge-based 
economy in the world";

B. Whereas the European Charter for Small Enterprises adopted at the Feira Summit on 
20 June 2000 meets the needs of small businesses particularly in the matter of 
innovation and the knowledge-driven economy;

C. Whereas innovation promotion and progress in research are deeply linked to each 
other; 

D. Whereas a global innovation policy has to take into account different aspects, such as 
legislative and administrative simplification, access to financing, education of students 
and training of workers, co-operation amongst enterprises and the integration of 
research into the enterprise structure;

E. Whereas differences exists amongst the various Member States and amongst the 
various regions of the EU in the field of innovation promotion and results;

F. Whereas the USA and Japan are ahead of the EU in the promotion and development of 
innovation; 

G. Whereas a global approach to innovation has to take into consideration society as a 
whole, involving the world of education, of research and of enterprise, and improve 
integration amongst these threes sectors;

H. Whereas all businesses, whatever their size and whatever their sector of activity, must 
be able to join the knowledge-driven society and to access innovation and research;

I. Whereas it is necessary to launch a Programme to define the guidelines and implement 
the actions necessary to promote innovation in Europe; 

1. Welcomes the Commission communication on Innovation in a knowledge-driven 
economy;

2. Supports the Commission initiatives in the field of research linked with the innovation 
issue, such as the European Research Area and the proposal for a Sixth Framework 
programme for Research and Technological Development, and calls for the 
Commission and the Council to take this report into consideration when defining 
innovation actions to be included within this latter; 

3. Stresses that these initiatives represent very important steps toward an "innovation 
offensive" at the European level and that they should all aim to eliminate the weakness 
of EU enterprises in the field of innovation and to make them more competitive;
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4. Recalls the need to support the promotion of innovation in Europe, as already 
recognised by the Lisbon and Nice Summits, and to achieve a European approach to a 
knowledge-driven society and economy and in order to take up the challenge of future 
developments of the EU;considers that, despite the progress achieved, there is still a 
lack of innovation in Europe at the present time, five years after the adoption of the 
Green Paper on innovation;

5. Asks the Commission to implement the European Charter for Small Enterprises with 
particular reference to innovation and access to the knowledge-driven society;

6. Welcomes the Commission’s global approach to innovation policy in Europe, and 
stresses the need for financial support, and for modernisation and improvement of 
structures; 

7. Calls for European and national actions to promote the benchmarking of performances 
and best practices;

8. Urges for European, national and regional initiatives to eliminate the weakness in the 
diffusion and promotion of innovation in Europe in comparison with the USA and 
Japan;

9. Recalls the importance of an infrastructure, an educational system and training that 
accommodate both male and female aptitudes and encourage both sexes to join the 
research sector with a view to promoting innovation;

10. Stresses that education and training are significant instruments of research, mainly at 
the university level, and that a synergy between businesses and universities should be 
encouraged so that enterprises can benefit from research;

 11. Calls for both women and men, adults and young people, to be encouraged and 
enabled to study with a view ultimately to creating innovation as well as for greater 
recognition of work experience in the educational system, which will mean tailoring 
educational systems to the aptitudes of the different sexes;

12. Calls for innovation-oriented entrepreneurship to be promoted amongst young people 
in the educational world and for the creation of stronger involvement of students in the 
enterprise sector and therefore asks the Member States to create the conditions for 
their educational systems to introduce "junior enterprises" of a business undertaking 
type, to be carried out in schools; considers that the development of human capital is 
an important factor in innovation and that the teaching of the sciences can play a 
crucial role in this respect both in primary and secondary education, in combination 
with e-learning;

13. Calls for actions by Member States and the Commission with a view to promoting the 
mobility of teachers, professors and researchers toward the enterprises sector to set up 
favourable conditions to discourage a strong migration of researchers to other 
countries such as the USA; 

14. Calls on Member States and the Commission to support enterprises in promoting 
continuous training and to foresee training allowances with this aim;
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15. Asks the Commission to encourage access to innovation and research in a knowledge-
driven economy for all enterprises, including craft businesses, whatever their size and 
sector of activity, as highlighted in the report adopted by Parliament on the 
multiannual programme for enterprise and entrepreneurship 2001-2005; 

16. Asks the Commission to conceive and implement a strategic programme for the 
European Union in the field of innovation in the context of the VI FPRTD;

17. Calls on the Member States and the Commission to take steps to improve the 
protection of intellectual property, and to make progress in implementing European 
patent law and law on trademarks and utility models;

18. Stresses that this future programme should promote the first phases of innovative 
enterprises, encouraging their access to seed financing and to venture capital and 
promote the development of European risk capital ; specific encouragement measures 
should be foreseen in favour of young people who would like to start a business or to 
take on existing businesses;

19. Calls for this programme to encourage the mobilisation of private financing devoted to 
innovation and research and to promote respect for the independence of the results and 
of the institution that produces them;

20. Asks for a better co-ordination of national and EU instruments in favour of innovative 
enterprises and for the decentralisation of EU support to SMEs in the field of 
innovation;

21. Stresses the need for administrative simplification to make it easier for SMEs to create 
innovative products and adopt innovating production methods;

22. Reiterates the need for global coherent co-operation amongst society, taking into 
account the need for training to promote entrepreneurship, the identification of new 
qualifications and capacities in training systems, the development of information 
instruments and services for a better social integration;

23. Calls for a network aiming to integrate the fields of research, technology and 
innovation;

 24. Stresses the importance of innovation for the development of the new economy and 
the transition from the knowledge-driven economy to the knowledge-driven society in 
the context of modernising the European social and cultural model; 

25. Considers that young people in general, whether in or outside the education system, 
should be not only the recipients of but also the vehicles for innovation; considers that 
we should therefore provide them with the necessary tools for developing new and 
innovative ideas so that they can shape their experience without preconceptions in 
original and novel ways;

26. Considers that if secondary and higher education are to meet the above needs, it is 
essential to modernise schools, universities and vocational training centres, and to link 
up research institutes, universities and academic libraries via the Internet;
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27. Considers that having worked in universities in other countries and as a member of 
research teams should be recognised as beneficial for the purposes of research work 
and that research entails a capacity to innovate, therefore measures should be taken to 
encourage exchanges of researchers and scholars who are developing new projects, 
and the inclusion in research teams of trained persons of other nationalities;

28. Stresses the need to consolidate the link between the public at large and the use and 
application of innovation with a view to finding balanced solutions which are of use to 
the general public in order to  strengthen economic and democratic stability in 
European societies; considers that those societies exhibit pronounced tendencies which 
are conducive to wide disparities in terms of access to and use of new technologies 
and innovations - high rates of technological illiteracy, multiculturalism, rising 
numbers of elderly people, deprived social groups. The goal should be for each and 
every citizen to be capable of living and working in the information society, able to 
use even the most advanced innovations;

29. Considers that the existing problems should be resolved and that the introduction of a 
Community patent should be stepped up, while stressing the importance of respecting 
and protecting intellectual property;

30. Considers that, in assessing curricula vitae and in the criteria for career advancement, 
account should be taken of mobility with recognition of the merits of those who have 
acquired training and experience abroad, as well as knowledge of languages;

31. Proposes that the Member States’ and the EU’s actions should include measures to 
encourage innovation at all levels of education; 

32. Proposes that indicators for e-learning and the relationship between education and 
innovation should be added to the list of innovation indicators; 

33. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission and to 
Governments and Parliaments of the Member States;
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

Contents of the Communication

Innovation is one of the strategic priorities identified by the Lisbon European Council of 
March 2000 in order that the Union tackles the challenges of the New Economy,  at the same 
time improving competitiveness and employment. At the request of the Council, the 
communication outlines the European Innovation Scoreboard using the statistics available at 
the European level in the field of innovation performances.

The analysis shows that, notwithstanding the efforts made by Member States to promote 
innovation, Europe's performance is still behind that of its main competitors. The Commission 
therefore formulates some recommendations to the Member States to improve their policies 
for encouraging innovative enterprises and fostering innovation throughout the economic and 
social fabric. Member States are invited to improve their policies for encouraging innovative 
enterprises, for eliminating obstacles to innovators' initiatives, for encouraging private 
investments in research and innovation and for improving the rules governing use of results 
from public-funded research to make them more market-oriented. They are also invited to 
create favourable legal, financial and fiscal conditions for starts-up, to foster education, to 
encourage research and development and training institutions, and to encourage the debate on 
innovation among stakeholders, involving researchers, business people, consumers and public 
authorities.

Rapporteur's position

The rapporteur recognises the great importance of innovation as the key for economic 
success, leading to better problem-solving, the creation of new products and the supply of 
products at lower prices. His report focuses mainly on "subjective" innovation, i.e. the new 
combination of already known technologies and techniques leading to the creation of a new 
product or idea. He identifies three key areas in which EU intervention and the Member 
States’ commitment are necessary: creating an enterprise culture in the framework of the 
education system, promoting workers' training, encouraging SMEs to innovate.

Moreover, he underlines that the needs of SMEs have to be taken into account, particularly 
those employing less than 250 workerssince they represent over 60 million businesses 
responsible for 60% of jobs in the EU. Innovation cannot exist without SMEs: they pay 80% 
of taxes in the EU and without them a proper social policy cannot be implemented.

The rapporteur stresses the contribution that workers can give to the creation of innovative 
products. Therefore he calls for the promotion of a "culture of innovation" which should be 
fostered beginning in the framework of the educational system. Therefore a major priority is 
to focus on increased investments in further and vocational training, as well as in on-going 
training during working life.

At the same time it is essential to use the instruments offered by the Information society, and 
eLearning and allow an easier access to information on investments. It is also necessary to 
promote co-operation between small businesses and research institutes of different 
dimensions, as well as between multinational enterprises and SMEs.
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As far as the educational world is concerned, the rapporteur calls for teachers to take into 
account innovative evaluation systems to allow comparisons to be made among the European 
countries and between the EU, the USA and Japan. A benchmarking process should be 
created in order to objectively evaluate educational systems and see what countries could 
learn from each other. The objective to pursue is to improve our economic position in the 
world. 

The rapporteur stresses the need to create more entrepreneurship at the educational level: it is 
necessary to make young people more innovative and creative, and teach them to be 
independent as soon as possible. A way to reach this aim could be to encourage the 
educational system to set up "junior enterprises", which would involve projects of a business 
undertaking type carried out in schools. The school agenda should make innovation a focus, 
and teachers should be fully involved in this.

Mobility between the education systems and the rest of the economy should also be 
encouraged; to help achieve this, obstacles to mobility arising from social security systems 
should be removed.

To create an entrepreneurship culture in school, quality management methods, both at the 
teachers and the students level, should be foreseen so that young people can be prepared to 
enter the economy with an appropriate background and apply these new innovative methods 
in their future work.

The European Union has to play its role in promoting an innovation culture: the eContent 
Programme, recently adopted, is going in this direction. The EU cannot leave the lead to the 
United States in this field. It is necessary to use the advantages Europe has in its culture and 
try and increase the European content of the Internet and in education through eLearning. 

Success and innovation depend on staff with an appropriate training in terms of specific 
knowledge and in terms of personal development. The rapporteur stresses the need to create 
incentives to promote innovation in business, which could take the form of training 
allowances. Through training, the employee can become more independent from the 
employer: on the one hand, he or she will be able to look for a better position and better career 
perspectives; on the other hand, his or her level of commitment is going to be increased. 

As far as the encouragement to create innovative enterprises is concerned, the rapporteur 
thinks that it is also essential to help people in setting up their own business. This implies 
easier access to financing. What is done at the moment is not totally satisfactory and 
incentives for innovative small business should therefore be taken into consideration. This is 
particularly true for students who would like to start working as a self-employed person: 
young people have enormous difficulties in getting financial support.

In order to make the system working better in the future, tax benefits should also be provided 
for private innovative business and for firms taken on by young people from the older 
generation. Tax relief should also be foreseen to allow young business people to bring their 
business up-to-date with innovation developments.
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MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION (Rule 48) – B5-0024/2001

Motion for a European Parliament resolution pursuant to Rule 48 of the Rules of 
Procedure by Salvador Garriga Polledo on joint ventures between the European Union 
and private enterprise

The European Parliament,

A. mindful of the need to find suitable ways of combining the potential of the Community 
budget with the innovative and creative capacities of private enterprise,

B. whereas in a number of spheres of Community and private-sector activity alike there are 
areas of convergence which could play a prominent role in achieving spectacular results 
which neither could attain alone,

C. mindful of the fact that, as regards operational rules, the European Union must have the 
means to undertake joint and mutually beneficial activities with the most innovative and 
efficient sectors of private enterprise,

D. whereas, at the development stage, European Union programmes could benefit 
considerably from the capacities, creativity and efficiency afforded by the various forms 
of private enterprise that could pool their know-how with that of the Union,

1. Calls for rules to be drawn up on joint ventures between the European Union and private 
enterprise;

2. Asks that these rules be fair and generous, and include the contributions that both sides 
can make;

3. Recommends that as much creative input as possible be invested in seeking the most 
appropriate means of developing the proposed partnership model.
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30 May 2001

OPINION OF THE COMMITTEE ON CULTURE, YOUTH, EDUCATION, THE 
MEDIA AND SPORT

for the Committee on Industry, External Trade, Research and Energy

on the communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament on 
innovation in a knowledge-driven economy 
(COM(2000) 567 – C5-0740/00 – 2000/2336(COS))

Draftsman: Myrsini Zorba

PROCEDURE

The Committee on Culture, Youth, Education, the Media and Sport appointed Myrsini Zorba 
draftsman at its meeting of 25 January 2001.

 It considered the draft opinion at its meetings of 25 April and 29 May 2001.

 At the latter meeting it adopted the following conclusions unanimously.

 The following were present for the vote: Vasco Graça Moura, acting chairman; Ulpu Iivari 
and Giorgio Ruffolo, vice-chairmen; Myrsini Zorba, draftsman; Ole Andreasen, Geneviève 
Fraisse, Othmar Karas (substitute), Lucio Manisco, Barbara O’Toole, Marieke Sanders-ten 
Holte and Eurig Wyn.
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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

In a society that is open to change – as is the case in Europe – innovation is of essential 
importance not just to the knowledge-driven economy but also to the knowledge society and 
to culture.

How relevant is innovation policy to the Committee on Culture, and why should that 
committee give its opinion on the Commission communication on innovation in a knowledge-
driven economy? Because innovation is a key factor in education and culture as well as in the 
economic and business fields.

While the communication focuses on economic affairs and business, it also reflects an overall 
concept under which innovation stems from a complex set of interrelationships between 
education, research, government bodies and the general public.

Many experts and researchers take the view that innovation requires a dynamic society that is 
open to change in order to take root and show healthy growth. Innovation depends not only on 
technological factors but also organisational factors. New initiatives, discoveries and 
scientific applications need a favourable environment in which to emerge.

The draftsman considers that the Committee on Culture has a duty to help promote an 
approach to innovation under which the various component parts of society (institutions, 
business, schools and universities, mass media) talk to each other with a view to ensuring that 
innovation is of benefit to everyone, helping society to be proactive and preventing social and 
cultural divisions from emerging. In short, Europe needs an approach to innovation which is 
of direct benefit to society as a whole; a European approach based on modern-day humanist 
values which involves sharing and building new, sturdy bridges between science and 
creativity, and between education, technology and dynamic entrepreneurship.

The progress made over recent years in Europe as regards innovation does not appear to have 
lived up to expectations. Europe, which is being subjected to competitive pressures from the 
other leading players on the world stage (USA, Japan), has two problems, namely: although 
faster than before, the pace of technological innovation is being held in check by a wide range 
of structural factors; and there is a growing need for flanking and wide-ranging support 
measures for innovation, particularly in those sections of society that are least exposed to 
competition.

The political response to this situation must be a balanced one. It is particularly important for 
provision to be made for a set of Europe-wide measures enabling the development of the new 
economy to be linked to a social model based on knowledge and appropriate education 
systems. This should entail the introduction of instruments to facilitate methodical, structured 
dialogue between the scientific research community, universities, business and institutions, 
aimed at creating a favourable environment and ensuring that innovation is of use to all.

That dialogue should take account of the fact that innovation is above all a collective, shared 
process; each section of society should therefore develop an ambition for renewal and 
promote an approach to innovation which is based on its own specific needs. To this end it 
would be useful to establish links with the new technologies and sciences that are capable of 
coming up with the best possible solutions to the problems identified.
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In the education sector in particular, the approach taken to innovation should aim to raise 
knowledge levels among students and lay the foundations for the human capital so badly 
needed by society. In turn, the world of business should, in the general interest, establish a 
closer dialogue with schools and universities in order to identify new ways of operating in 
synergy and promoting innovation, based on the entrepreneurial concept of quality.

European education systems will need to move towards a new balance between the 
humanities and the sciences, promoting an approach which takes greater account of the 
creative abilities of students, of Europe’s cultural diversity and of the complex nature of 
economic and social phenomena.

Young people can make an extremely important contribution to European society in the field 
of innovation. However, they must be seen not merely as recipients of knowledge handed 
down to them but also as active participants in innovation in the educational environment, in 
the management of social policies, in relationships between business and institutions and so 
on. Young people should themselves be involved in promoting projects financed by the 
European Union and the Member States.

Action should be take at all levels to encourage the spread of ‘innovation culture’ in Europe 
so as to make European society’s democratic, pluralist model stronger and more dynamic. 
Researchers and experts are now firmly convinced that progress is not a linear, mono-
dimensional process. This is why everyone needs to be involved.

CONCLUSIONS

The Committee on Culture, Youth, Education, the Media and Sport calls on the Committee on 
Industry, External Trade, Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate 
the following points in its motion for a resolution:

1. Considers that, despite the progress achieved, there is still a lack of innovation in Europe 
at the present time, five years after the adoption of the Green Paper on innovation, and 
that there is a need for more decisive action to promote a European innovation system;

2. Stresses the importance of innovation for the development of the new economy and the 
transition from the knowledge-driven economy to the knowledge-driven society in the 
context of modernising the European social and cultural model;

3. Believes that, if innovation is to be of benefit for business and society alike, a culture of 
innovation must be developed, first and foremost, which seeks to optimise interaction 
and the free flow of dialogue between research, business, government and the public, and 
not to follow a narrowly defined path from new knowledge to new product;

4. Considers that the development of human capital is an important factor in innovation and 
that, therefore, education should be closely linked with innovation as its driving force; 
considers that the teaching of the sciences can play a crucial role in this respect both in 
primary and secondary education, in combination with e-learning;
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5. Believes, in regard to higher education, that it is important in terms of innovation to 
introduce interdisciplinary programmes.  A modern approach to innovation must be 
underpinned by a sound scientific and cultural basis which harmoniously combines the 
sciences and the humanities. In addition, innovation is promoted by converting social and 
cultural needs into new product applications and innovative services, a combination 
which can only be achieved on the basis of an interdisciplinary approach and 
collaboration between different fields and groups of experts;

6. Considers that young people in general, whether in or outside the education system, 
should be not only the recipients of but also the vehicles for innovation; considers that we 
should therefore provide them with the necessary tools for developing new and 
innovative ideas so that they can shape their experience without preconceptions in 
original and novel ways;

7. Considers that if secondary and higher education are to meet the above needs, it is 
essential to modernise schools, universities and vocational training centres, and to link up 
research institutes, universities and academic libraries via the Internet;

8. Considers that having worked in universities in other countries and as a member of 
research teams should be recognised as beneficial for the purposes of research work;

9. Stresses the need to consolidate the link between the public at large and the use and 
application of innovation with a view to finding balanced solutions which are of use to 
the general public in order to  strengthen economic and democratic stability in European 
societies; considers that those societies exhibit pronounced tendencies which are 
conducive to wide disparities in terms of access to and use of new technologies and 
innovations - high rates of technological illiteracy, multiculturalism, rising numbers of 
elderly people, deprived social groups. The goal should be for each and every citizen to 
be capable of living and working in the information society, able to use even the most 
advanced innovations;

10. Considers that research entails a capacity to innovate and that therefore measures should 
be taken to encourage exchanges of researchers and scholars who are developing new 
projects, and the inclusion in research teams of trained persons of other nationalities;

11. Considers that the existing problems should be resolved and that the introduction of a 
European patent should be stepped up, while stressing the importance of respecting and 
protecting intellectual property;

12. Considers that, in assessing curricula vitae and in the criteria for career advancement, 
account should be taken of mobility with recognition of the merits of those who have 
acquired training and experience abroad, as well as knowledge of languages;

13. Proposes that the Member States’ and the EU’s actions should include measures to 
encourage innovation at all levels of education; 

14. Proposes that indicators for e-learning and the relationship between education and 
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innovation should be added to the list of innovation indicators. 


