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Symbols for procedures

* Consultation procedure
majority of the votes cast

**I Cooperation procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

**II Cooperation procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common  position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

*** Assent procedure
majority of Parliament’s component Members except  in cases 
covered by Articles 105, 107, 161 and 300 of the EC Treaty and 
Article 7 of the EU Treaty

***I Codecision procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

***II Codecision procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

***III Codecision procedure (third reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the joint text

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the 
Commission)

Amendments to a legislative text

In amendments by Parliament, amended text is highlighted in bold italics. 
Highlighting in normal italics is an indication for the relevant departments 
showing parts of the legislative text for which a correction is proposed, to 
assist preparation of the final text (for instance, obvious errors or omissions 
in a given language version). These suggested corrections are subject to the 
agreement of the departments concerned.
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PROCEDURAL PAGE

By letter of 27 September 2001 the Council consulted Parliament, pursuant to Article 300(3), 
first subparagraph of the EC Treaty, on the proposal for a Council decision concluding an 
agreement for scientific and technological cooperation between the European Community and 
the the Republic of India (COM(2001) 448 – 2001/0175(CNS)).

At the sitting of 4 October 2001 the President of Parliament announced that she had referred 
the proposal to the Committee on Industry, External Trade, Research and Energy as the 
committee responsible and the Committee on Foreign Affairs, Human Rights, Common 
Security and Defence Policy and the Committee on Budgets for their opinions 
(C5-0451/2001).

The Committee on Industry, External Trade, Research and Energy had appointed Bashir 
Khanbhai rapporteur at its meeting of 18 September 2001.

It considered the draft report at its meeting of 23 January 2002 and 23 April 2002.

At the latter meeting it adopted the draft legislative resolution unanimously.

The following were present for the vote: Carlos Westendorp y Cabeza, chairman; Peter 
Michael Mombaur, Yves Piétrasanta and Jaime Valdivielso de Cué, vice-chairmen; Bashir 
Khanbhai, rapporteur; Gordon J. Adam (for Imelda Mary Read), Nuala Ahern, Konstantinos 
Alyssandrakis, Sir Robert Atkins, Luis Berenguer Fuster, Freddy Blak (for Marianne 
Eriksson), Gérard Caudron, Giles Bryan Chichester, Nicholas Clegg, Concepció Ferrer, 
Norbert Glante, Michel Hansenne, Malcolm Harbour (for John Purvis), Roger Helmer (for 
Angelika Niebler), Hans Karlsson, Werner Langen, Rolf Linkohr, Caroline Lucas, Eryl 
Margaret McNally, Erika Mann, Marjo Matikainen-Kallström, William Francis Newton Dunn 
(for Willy C.E.H. De Clercq), Josu Ortuondo Larrea (for Claude Turmes), Paolo Pastorelli, 
Elly Plooij-van Gorsel, Samuli Pohjamo (for Colette Flesch), Godelieve Quisthoudt-Rowohl, 
Daniela Raschhofer, Carlos Ripoll i Martínez Bedoya (for Guido Bodrato, pursuant to Rule 
153(2)), Mechtild Rothe, Paul Rübig, Esko Olavi Seppänen, Gary Titley, W.G. van Velzen, 
Alejo Vidal-Quadras Roca, Dominique Vlasto, and Olga Zrihen Zaari.

The opinion of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, Human Rights, Common Security and 
Defence Policy is attached. The Committee on Budgets had decided on 13 September 2001 
not to do an opinion.

The report was tabled on 24 April 2002.
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DRAFT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council decision 
concluding an agreement for scientific and technological cooperation between the 
European Community and the Republic of India (COM(2001) 448 – C5-0451/2001 – 
2001/0175(CNS))

(Consultation procedure)

The European Parliament,

 having regard to the proposal for a Council decision (COM(2001) 4481),

 having regard to the draft agreement for scientific and technological cooperation between 
the European Community and the Republic of India,

 having regard to Articles 170 and 300(2), first subparagraph, of the EC Treaty,

 having been consulted by the Council pursuant to Article 300(3), first subparagraph, of the 
EC Treaty (C5-0451/2001),

 having regard to Rule 67 and Rule 97(7) of its Rules of Procedure,

 having regard to the report of the Committee on Industry, External Trade, Research and 
Energy and the opinion of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, Human Rights, Common 
Security and Defence Policy (A5-0137/2002),

1. Approves conclusion of the agreement;

2. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council and Commission, and the 
governments and parliaments of the Member States and the Republic of India.

1 OJ C 304 E of 30.10.2001, p. 241.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

With this Agreement on scientific and technological co-operation between the EC and India, 
India is after China, the Russian Federation and the Argentine Republic the latest country to 
link its Research activities to those of the EC. Co-operation between EU and India in the context 
of research is however nothing new. In the context of the "Co-operation for development" 
programme of the EU's research Framework Programmes, the Community and India already 
carried out research together. In the last six years, the EU has supported 42 projects. Under the 
4th and 5th Research Framework Programme, a total of 53 projects have been funded.

The EU is India´s largest trading partner and biggest foreign investor. Yet, trade and investment 
between them is well below what it should be! 

India allocates € 2.5bn (0.72% of its GDP) to research and technological development (RTD). 
Research in India is managed by the government funded Council of Scientific & Industrial 
Research (CSIR) that employs about 25,000 scientists and support staff.  It is the world's largest 
public funded industrial R&D agency covering aerospace engineering, ocean sciences, 
molecular biology, metallurgy, chemicals, mining, food, petroleum, leather and environment. 
Industry contributes 17% of the total research budget in India and international collaboration in 
aeronautics and chemical engineering will enhance this.

In the last six years, the European Union (EU) has funded 42 technology and research based 
projects under its 4th and 5th Framework Programme. These projects allow Indian scientists and 
IT experts to collaborate with European institutions in research and development. The 42 
projects carried out together in the last 6 years were worth 23 million Euros (£14.5m) and they 
focussed on:-
 health - e.g. poverty related diseases, child health, hygiene 
 water - e.g. desertification, desalinisation, pesticides, water conservation
 fisheries - e.g. aquaculture
 food crops - e.g. soyabeans, agricultural biodiversity
 energy- e.g. renewables 

The Agreement, signed by EU Commissioner Lamy (Trade) and Mr.Murli Manohar Joshi 
(Minister for Human Resource Development and Science & Technology), is supported by the 
rapporteur. This agreement will not only enable Indian scientists to participate in EU research 
activities, but will give access to European scientists in similar Indian programmes. Prior to the 
conclusion of the agreement, the European Parliament has to be consulted according to the 
Treaty.

The Agreement provides for:
 Participation of research institutions, other research entities and persons to RTD projects of 

the other side
 Pooling of RTD projects already implemented
 Visits and exchanges of scientists and technical experts
 Joint organisation of conferences and seminars
 Concerted actions for dissemination of results and exchange of experience
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 Exchange and sharing of equipment and material and research facilities;
 Exchange of information on practices, laws and regulations.

The rapporteur wishes to highlight some areas where EU funding for Research & Development 
could be utilised most effectively in India - a country that offers scientific skills and appropriate 
infrastructure down to village level not found in sub-Saharan Africa.

a) HIV/AIDS:
The EU has allocated over € 440m for R&D for HIV/AIDS over the next 5 years. Statistics on 
HIV/AIDS are often based on limited screening and, in the rapporteur's view, inaccurate. It is 
essential to screen a large number of people in different regions of a country taking into account 
social, religious and employment e.g. proximity to mines or urban areas and other factors so 
that a realistic "diagnostic" assessment is established. We need to determine the number who 
are infected but not ill; the number who are ill and receiving treatment; the number who are ill 
and have a secondary infection e.g. TB. Records of the  age and sex of patient, type of treatment, 
toxic effects and life span from commencement of treatment would be valuable information in 
allocating funds for HIV/AIDS support in developing countries. The EU should collaborate 
with India in establishing this data.

b) RENEWABLE ENERGY:
The developing countries cannot eradicate poverty without access to affordable renewable 
energy. The EU can utilise cost effectively Indian technology and scientific skills to develop 
simple affordable equipment that can be produced locally and which can transform wind and 
solar energy to electricity. Such access would transform rural economies of poor countries.

c) FOOD PROCESSING:
Most developing countries lose substantial revenue because their rural populations are unable 
to process, package and sell what they produce in a form that is deliverable and saleable in 
foreign markets. This is yet another field where the EU needs to use Indian technology and 
scientific skills to develop simple systems that can be implemented in rural areas.
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17 April 2002

OPINION OF THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS, HUMAN RIGHTS, 
COMMON SECURITY AND DEFENCE POLICY

for the Committee on Industry, External Trade, Research and Energy

on the proposal for a Council decision concluding an agreement for scientific and 
technological cooperation between the European Community and the Republic of India 
(COM(2001) 448 – C5-0451/2001 – 2001/0175 (CNS))

Draftsman: Pere Esteve

PROCEDURE

The Committee on Foreign Affairs, Human Rights, Common Security and Defence Policy 
appointed Pere Esteve draftsman at its meeting of 12 September 2001.

It considered the draft opinion at its meetings of 19 March and 15-16 April 2002.

At the last meeting it adopted the following conclusions unanimously.

The following were present for the vote: Geoffrey Van Orden, acting chairman; Christos 
Zacharakis, vice-chairman; Pere Esteve, rapporteur; Ole Andreasen, Alexandros Baltas, 
André Brie, John Walls Cushnahan, Joseph Daul (for Gunilla Carlsson), Glyn Ford, Michael 
Gahler, Per Gahrton, Gerardo Galeote Quecedo, Jas Gawronski, Vitaliano Gemelli (for Armin 
Laschet), Alfred Gomolka, Vasco Graça Moura (for Franco Marini), Joost Lagendijk, Alain 
Lamassoure, Jules Maaten (for Bob van den Bos), Nelly Maes (for Reinhold Messner), 
Cecilia Malmström, Emilio Menéndez del Valle, Raimon Obiols i Germà, Doris Pack (for 
Hugues Martin), Jacques F. Poos, Lennart Sacrédeus (for Philippe Morillon), Jannis 
Sakellariou, José Ignacio Salafranca Sánchez-Neyra, Jacques Santer, Amalia Sartori, 
Elisabeth Schroedter, Ioannis Souladakis, The Earl of Stockton (for Arie M. Oostlander), 
Ilkka Suominen, Hannes Swoboda, Charles Tannock, Maj Britt Theorin (for Véronique De 
Keyser), Demetrio Volcic, Jan Marinus Wiersma, Matti Wuori.
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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

The EU's relations with India, the world's largest democracy and its second most populous 
country, go back to the early 1960s when India was amongst the first countries to set up 
diplomatic relations with what was then the EEC, subsequently signing a number of bilateral 
agreements with the EU, including, in 1993, a Co-operation agreement essentially, although 
not exclusively, covering trade and economic co-operation.

The institutional basis for EU-India political relations is the Joint Political Statement signed at 
the same time as the above Co-operation agreement, and resulting in numerous meetings at 
ministerial and senior official level.  In 1996, the Commission published a Communication on 
an Enhanced Partnership COM(1996)275 and the First Summit between the EU and India 
took place on 28 June 2000 in Lisbon.  For the EU, this represented an acknowledgement that 
India is a significant political and economic player on the world stage, even if it is still 
struggling with huge social, economic and environmental problems.  The resulting Joint 
Summit Declaration foresaw an enhanced political dialogue taking place as part of regular 
high-level meetings.  The EU has continued to stress the importance of further deepening 
dialogue at all levels and the inauguration of the India-EU Round Table is a further example 
of this will.

A second EU-India Summit was held in New Delhi in November 2001, consolidating the 
strategic EU-India partnership further and adopting a new 'Agenda for Action' with concrete 
objectives to be implemented in time for the Third Summit due in Copenhagen in the second 
half of 2002.

Links between the EU and India continue to be strong, particularly in development and 
economic co-operation and the EU is set to become India's most important partner in the New 
Economy, including in information technology and bio-technology.  Against this background, 
the signing of the Agreement on Scientific and Technological Co-operation during the New 
Delhi Summit constitutes a significant landmark.

As Commissioner Patten pointed out in a speech in New Delhi in January 2001, the 
(forthcoming) Agreement "[would] not only provide the framework for joint research and 
technological development, but [would] also address the challenges of disease, hunger and 
poverty".

The Agreement, which is "tacitly renewable"for five year periods, "is based on the principles 
of mutual benefit, reciprocal opportunities for access to each other's [relevant to the 
Agreement] programmes and activities1 ".  It will involve the participation of individuals and 
institutions (e.g. universities) from both continents in each other's research projects, a pooling 
of certain R&D projects, the exchange and sharing of equipment, materials, information and 
data, as well as visits and exchanges of scientists, engineers and other appropriate personnel 
for the purpose of participating in meetings and other research activities. 

1 Explanatory Memorandum, COM(2001)448, 30.7.2001, p. 2
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India has a number of emerging economic sectors and, as such, would benefit from this 
Agreement at the level of a partnership as there are no direct financial implications for the 
EU. However, as a developing country, it would still have the right to participate in EU 
activities in the field of research connected with development.

CONCLUSIONS

The Committee on Foreign Affairs, Human Rights, Common Security and Defence Policy 
calls on the Committee on Industry, External Trade, Research and Energy, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following points in its motion for a resolution:

1. The committee agrees with the view expressed by the rapporteur of the Committee on 
Industry, External Trade, Research and Energy and endorses his approval of the 
conclusion of the Agreement.

2. We highlight the fact that India is the world's largest democracy and that EU-India 
relations go back to the early 1960s.

3. We note that the essential objective of the Agreement is to encourage and facilitate co-
operative research activities in science and technology fields of common interest 
between the Community and India, but that the Agreement does not affect the 
participation of India, as a developing country, in Community activities in the field of 
research for development.

4. Supports the EU position that it is important to upgrade and institutionalise the political 
dialogue with India, including dialogue in security matters, and to further our co-
operation in other spheres.

5. While being in favour of the signing and conclusion of the Agreement, the draftsman 
also draws attention to the need to include human rights in the wider discussions taking 
place between the EU and India.

6. We would also point out that upholding and strengthening the international regime to 
prevent nuclear proliferation is a key point of the EU's foreign policy agenda.

7. In conclusion, the draftsman welcomes the fact that discussion on Kashmir is on the 
agenda of the Summits referred to.


