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PROCEDURAL PAGE

At the sitting of 17 January 2002 the President of Parliament announced that the Committee 
on Development and Cooperation had been authorised to draw up an own-initiative report, 
pursuant to Rule 163 of the Rules of Procedure, on sustainable agricultural policy, agrarian 
reform and rural development for self-reliance in developing countries and the Committee on 
Agriculture and Rural Development had been asked for its opinion.

The Committee on Development and Cooperation had appointed Bashir Khanbhai rapporteur 
at its meeting of 27 November 2001.

The committee considered the draft report at its meetings of 18 April, 20 June and 23 
September 2002.

At the latter meeting it adopted the motion for a resolution unanimously with 2 abstentions.

The following were present for the vote: Joaquim Miranda, chairman; Margrietus J. van den 
Berg, Marieke Sanders-ten Holte and Anders Wijkman, vice-chairmen; Bashir Khanbhai, 
rapporteur; John Bowis, Marie-Arlette Carlotti, Nirj Deva, Concepció Ferrer (for Fernando 
Fernández Martín), Vitaliano Gemelli, Richard Howitt, Glenys Kinnock, Paul A.A.J.G. 
Lannoye, Miguel Angel Martínez Martínez, Philippe Morillon (for Jean-Pierre Bebear), Ulla 
Margrethe Sandbæk, Agnes Schierhuber (for Karsten Knolle), Maj Britt Theorin, Bob van den 
Bos (for Isabelle Caullery) .

The opinion of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development is attached.

The report was tabled on 25 September 2002.
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MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION

European Parliament resolution on  sustainable agricultural policy, agrarian reform 
and rural development for self-reliance in developing countries (2001/2274(INI))

The European Parliament,

- having regard to the Commission’s Communication on “The European Community’s 
Development Policy” (COM(2000) 212),

- having regard to its resolution of 1 March 2001 on The European Community’s 
Development Policy1,

- having regard to the Statement by the Council and the Commission on “The European 
Community’s Development Policy” of 10 November 2000,

- having regard to the Commission’s Policy Orientation Paper “European Policy to Support 
Rural Development” of February 2000,

- having regard to the Commission’s “Guidelines for the Design of a Rural Development 
Profile and Strategic Framework” of December 2000,

- having regard to the Rome Declaration on World Food Security and the World Food 
Summit Plan of Action, 1996,

- having regard to the WTO Ministerial Declaration adopted at Doha on 14 November 
2001, 

- having regard to the Protocol on ACP Sugar2, annex 3 of Annex V, Cotonou Agreement,

- having regard to the Council Regulation (EC) No 416/2001 of 28 February 2001 
amending Regulation (EC) No 2820/98 applying a multiannual scheme of generalised 
tariff preferences for the period 1 July 1999 to 31 December 2001 so as to extend duty-
free access without any quantitative restrictions to products originating in the least 
developed countries3,

- having regard to Council Regulation (EC) No 2501/2001 of 10 December 2001 applying 
a scheme of generalised tariff preferences for the period from 1 January 2002 to 31 
December 20044,

- having regard to Rule 163 of its Rules of Procedure,

- having regard to the report of the Committee on Development and Cooperation and the 
opinion of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (A5-0316/2002),

1 OJ C277 of 1.10.2001, p. 20.
2 Previously Protocol No 3 annexed to Article 25 of the ACP-EEC Convention of Lomé signed on 28 February 
1975.
3 OJ L60 of 1.3.2001, p. 43.
4 OJ L346, 31.12.2001, p.1.
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A. whereas “Food security and sustainable rural development strategies” is one of the six 
priorities listed for EU development development policy1,

B. whereas 75% of the 1.2 billion people living below $1 a day live in rural areas2 and their 
poverty is largely due to obstacles preventing them realising high added value from their 
resources,

C. whereas world leaders have committed themselves to halving world hunger by 20153,

D. whereas mechanisms to protect EU farmers, through the Common Agricultural Policy, are 
competing with  the interests of farmers in developing countries,

E. whereas there is huge diversity between rural areas in developing countries, and in their 
needs and factors affecting their development,

F. whereas over-reliance on the export of raw agricultural commodities, with current low 
world prices, together with other causes of their under-development, can hold back 
development in many developing countries, affecting the rural poor,

G. whereas agriculture policies in developing countries should not promote export products 
to the exclusion of subsistence farming or vice versa, but should be developed on the basis 
of their respective production and marketing potential,

H. whereas improved government and administrative systems, along with capacity-building, 
education and health services, are vital for rural development and especially for attracting 
investment to rural areas,

I. whereas remote rural areas suffer disproportionately from lack of physical infrastructure 
for energy supply, transport and telecoms and often have inadequate or unreliable water 
resources,

J. whereas rural communities face particularly high risks from conflict, natural disasters and 
other catastrophes,

K. whereas traditional financial institutions tend not to provide credit in rural areas due to the 
high costs and risks involved, and also due to lack of knowledge about the sector,

L. whereas, in areas where land ownership is badly uneven, appropriate land reform can give 
the rural population access to productive resources and can help to reduce poverty and 
boost the economic development of States;

1. Calls for the progressive elimination of trade and tariff barriers and increased access to 
markets for developing countries in order to allow them to benefit from common 
prosperity and achieve economic growth; 

1 COM(2000) 212, and The European Community’s Development Policy, Statement by Council and the 
Commission 10 November 2000.
2 IFAD Rural Poverty Report 2001.
3 World Food Summit, Rome, October 1996 and Millennium Summit, New York, September 2000.
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2. Realises, however, that the European Union's food safety standards, and veterinary and 
phytosanitary standards cannot and should not be adjusted; emphasises that because of the 
priority given to food safety and recent outbreaks of animal diseases strict checks are 
required at the EU’s external borders;

3. Stresses that the European Union is - by a wide margin - the world's largest food importer 
and that, thanks to the CAP-compatible trade concessions granted, 53% of such imports 
come from developing countries, making it the largest importer of agricultural products 
from poor countries; notes that the European Union has considerably improved these 
countries' access to its markets;

4. Regrets the EU subsidised produce dumped on developing country markets which disrupts 
domestic agricultural production, as with beef in Nigeria and milk powder in Tanzania 
and Jamaica;

5.  Stresses the devastating effects of uncontrolled free world trade for the development of 
food crops in the poorest countries, which cannot compete with the dumping prices of 
countries with high agricultural productivity, and stresses the right for each country or 
group of countries, in the framework of regional agreements, to protect their producers by 
means of tariff barriers;

 
6. Points out that fair trade between the North and the South entails paying a fair price for 

the resources and agricultural products of the developing countries, i.e. a price which 
reflects the internal and external costs, whilst respecting minimum criteria governing the 
working conditions and wages of the workforce and environmental protection;

7. Maintains that action to open up trade to agricultural products from developing countries 
must be combined with the provision of financial and technical assistance aimed at 
achieving a sustainable form of development that will enable these countries to combat 
rural poverty effectively and increase their self-sufficiency in food;

8. Regrets that whilst certain farm sectors in some developing countries have benefited from 
preferential trading agreements such as the ACP-EU Sugar protocol1, the specialisation 
resulting from the policy of giving priority to the export of basic commodities, in 
conjuction with their continuing under-development, has not allowed these countries to 
benefit from added value either through processing basic commodities or from 
diversification of their production;

9. Underlines that EU generalised tariff preferences2 and the Doha commitment to 
"reductions of, with a view to phasing out, all forms of export subsidies" in agriculture 
should facilitate food security and rural economic development in developing countries;

10. Expresses support for efforts to make the Doha Round a development round, with special 
treatment being afforded to developing countries and efforts being made to consolidate an 
open regionalism which prevents these countries' trade preferences from being eroded and 

1 Protocol on ACP Sugar, Annex 3 of Annex V, Cotonou Agreement.
2 Council Regulation (EC) No 2501/2001 of 10 December applying a scheme of generalised tariff preferences 
for the period from 1 January 2002 to 31 December 2004.
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ensures fuller integration of southern agricultural systems, both among themselves and on 
world markets;

11. Considers that the EU and the developing countries share the same objective of 
introducing a multifunctional form of agriculture and achieving sustainable rural 
development within the framework of the non-trade concerns referred to in the Marrakesh 
agricultural agreement;

12. Considers that the necessary opening up of EU markets to agricultural products from the 
developing countries should be effected gradually and in tandem with the reform of the 
CAP support system along multifunctional lines;

13. Considers it necessary to call on the industrialised third countries to follow the European 
Union’s example by opening up their markets increasingly to imports from the poorest 
countries, in order to spread  efforts made more evenly and to promote greater 
development of those countries’ economies;

14. Points out that, like the eradication of hunger and rural poverty, agricultural development 
in the poorest countries can only be properly tackled if action is at the same time taken to 
step up food production, maintain existing jobs and create new jobs in rural areas, where 
most activities are family-based and carried out by women, and achieve sustainable 
management of natural resources;

15. Underlines the similarity of the main provisions on which the Cotonou Agreement and the 
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) are based;

16. Underlines the urgent need to facilitate the implementation of the priority activities 
identified by affected countries under the UNCCD through securing substantial and 
predictable financial resources;

17. Recognises the need to ensure that effective action is taken by the European Union to 
enhance international efforts to combat desertification and mitigate the effects of drought 
through the implementation of the action programmes envisaged under the UNCCD, 
particularly in the context of the implementation of the Cotonou Agreement and the 
allocation of resources under the 9th European Development Fund;

18. Considers that the European Union must make the issue of fair access to land and water a 
key priority of its development policy and conflict prevention policy and calls on it to 
support vigorously countries which undertake agrarian reform and defend small family 
holdings and peasant and Indian communities;.

19. Calls for technical assistance for developing country farmers to enhance sustainable 
production and capacity building by focussing on:

a) improved conservation and distribution of the vast diversity of existing seeds, while 
ensuring that control remains in the hands of peasant farmers themselves,

b) improved selection of livestock resistant to local climate and diseases with 
comprehensive support for breeding, slaughter, processing and packing primarily for 
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domestic and regional markets,

c) research and support in domestication of selected wildlife species such as the eland  
for meat and meat products for domestic and regional markets,

d) support in crop diversification and innovative farm products such as citronella for oil,

e) research and support in sustainable energy including biofuel and electrofarming crops;
 

20. Calls for land reforms within the rule of law, which transfer land to farmers with very 
little or no land and  create conditions enabling them to work the land to become self-
sufficient and gradually participate in the market;

21. Underlines the importance of research carried out in developing countries and support in 
developing new plant species which will grow profusely in sandy soil to feed livestock as 
well as stop desertification;

22. Considers that it is necessary to set up agricultural technology support units which will 
assist farmers in cultivating the land, promoting knowledge of agricultural methods and 
thus improve the conditions for productive and sustainable farming;

23. Recognises that it is essential that developing country farmers are offered crops that 
comply with local conditions and the socio-economic requirements of developing 
countries; recognises the problems of genetically modified crops but believes it is 
essential that developing country farmers are offered the choice of suitable disease 
resistant GM crops, as well as seed varieties, that will thrive in dry sandy soils with low or 
zero inputs of fertilisers or pesticides, to achieve domestic food sufficiency; 

24. Reiterates the need to respect the principle of food sovereignty, on the basis that each 
country must have the right to choose freely its own food supply methods, in accordance 
with national or regional collective interests, without disrupting other countries' markets;

25. Insists that rural economic development depends on the poor having a stake in their 
communities and this can only be realised through appropriate agrarian reform offering 
secure land tenure and considers that equitable access to land and biodiversity resources 
are the basis of guaranteeing rural development, food security and safety;

26. Emphasises that rural economic development requires infrastructure in transport, health 
and education to attract and retain investment and skilled labour in rural areas;

27. Insists that rural economic development policies must also include non-farm activities 
such as participation of tribal groups in eco-tourism, arts and crafts, ceramic, metal and 
wood products;

28. Suggests establishment of rural training centres for health, education, engineering, 
banking, business, IT and law (offering free legal aid) where graduates should do a year of 
apprenticeship before being registered for professional work elsewhere in the country;

29. Underlines the usefulness of using radio, and, where appropriate, television as a means to 
bring education to remote rural communities, especially in such subjects as languages, 



PE 310.443 10/16 RR\310443EN.doc

EN

domestic science, environmental protection and farming techniques;

30. Calls for appropriate students in developing countries to be offered technical training 
apprenticeships in factories, workshops, laboratories and agricultural enterprises for 
specified periods in the EU Member States;

31. Recognises that in most rural areas, grid-supplied electricity is neither feasible nor cost-
effective and a serious effort must be made to promote technology of biofuels, wind, solar 
and thermal power;

32.  Calls for an environmentally sound farming based on sustainable use of water at local and 
regional level and underlines that the current irrigation system designed for large scale 
agricultural production is a significant cause of water imbalances; Insists that access to 
water in rural areas is most important and appropriate technology must be used to source, 
purify, store and convey water to meet domestic, agricultural and industrial needs, with 
minimum water loss at every stage;

 
33. Underlines the importance of community based initiatives for microfinance, supported by 

the State and Private sector, that offers sustainable micro credit to small and medium size 
enterprises, especially self-employed women, disabled people and young adults who are 
often unemployed;

 
34. Stresses the need for benchmarks and a league table of performance and economic 

efficiency that can help assess good governance at national and provincial levels to ensure 
a effective implementation of rural development assistance and a healthy investment 
climate;

35. Regrets that the Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development did not highlight 
rural development as a means to dovetail the poverty-focus goal of development policy 
with the environmental goals of the post-Rio process; notes with satisfaction, however, 
that rural development has been included in the Plan of Implementation accompanying the 
Declaration;

36. Demands that, as proposed at the Monterrey summit, the Member States increase their 
development aid to 0.33% of their GDP by 2006, paying particular attention to sustainable 
rural development, the eradication of poverty, proper recognition of the work carried out 
by women in rural areas and security of supply for local markets;

37. Calls further on EU Member States, other industrialised countries and oil rich nations to 
honour their pledge and contribute a minimum of 0.7% of GNP for development 
assistance so that poverty can be eliminated from rural areas in developing countries;

38. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council and Commission.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

Almost 1 billion people living on less than US$ 1 a day live in rural areas in developing 
countries. Unlike urban towns and cities, these rural areas lack the amenities such as access to 
water and electricity, health, sanitation, education, telecommunication and road infrastructure. 
This results in migration of the young and skilled workers to urban areas depriving the rural 
economy of manpower for agriculture that forms a large percentage of the GDP of developing 
countries. Underinvestment in rural areas deprives the resident population of the opportunity 
to create wealth and employment.

The EU and international donors need to invest in rural economies of developing countries in 
order to eradicate poverty. Investment, technology transfer and technical training to establish 
agro-industry to increase value added of the agricultural output should be a priority. Further 
investment in promoting arts, crafts, sawmilling, metal workshops and tourism would help 
diversify commerce to offer employment to those who need redeployment from basic 
agriculture. Appropriate tax incentives to investment in rural business would attract domestic 
and foreign investors thereby creating employment for the rural population.

Land tenure is essential to allow every family in rural areas to have a stake in their local 
economy. Micro finance credit schemes have been successfully used in Bangladesh and in 
Africa to help people establish their enterprises and market their products. It is very important 
to ensure that there is good governance, accountability and trained civil servants to manage 
local governments in rural areas.

The EU and the USA offer substantial subsidies to their farmers to support their rural 
economies. Such subsidies have resulted in intensive mechanised large scale farming with 
huge food surpluses. These surpluses are dumped on markets of poor countries devastating 
local farmers e.g. EU subsidised milk powder exports to Tanzania and Jamaica have 
impoverished the local dairy farmers in these countries! Additionally, tariffs and other 
protectionist measures bar the developing countries from free access to the markets of the EU 
and USA. Therefore, farmers in developing countries face declining incomes and can neither 
grow their food nor afford to buy what is imported!  The Doha Declaration (November 2001) 
promises to address this issue.

Asian countries e.g. China, India, Indonesia and Bangladesh were food deficient and net 
importers 20 years ago. Subsidies to their farmers, selecting appropriate seed, irrigation and 
other such investment in their agriculture have transformed them to self-sufficiency in food. 
They now have surpluses for export! Sadly, food production in sub-Saharan Africa over this 
same period has declined as the international investment to help their rural economies fell 
from Euro 14bn in 1988 to Euro 8bn in 1998. Such a decline must be reversed to combat rural 
poverty in Africa.

Developing countries must be encouraged to establish technical training centres as well as 
universities in rural areas. Extensive use should be made of radio and television in education, 
including adult education, especially for women. Languages, domestic science, animal 
husbandry and agriculture are some of the subjects that would impact on the rural populations. 
College and university graduates should be required to do one or two years of national service 
in rural areas e.g. lawyers can offer free legal advice in rural legal centres. The EU should 
offer students from developing countries technical training in factories, workshops and 
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business in Member States. 

The EU Member States have pledged to give 0.7% of their GNP to finance development 
assistance. Only 4 out of 15 Member States have honoured this pledge. The rest must do so if 
the EU is serious about helping the millions of poor people who share our world!
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28 May 2002

OPINION OF THE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT

for the Committee on Development and Cooperation

on sustainable agricultural policy, agrarian reform and rural development for self-reliance in 
developing countries 
(2001/2274(INI))

Draftsman: María Rodríguez Ramos

PROCEDURE

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development appointed María Rodríguez Ramos 
draftsman at its meeting of 23 January 2002.

It considered the draft opinion at its meeting of 28 May 2002.

At the latter meeting it adopted the following conclusions unopposed, with one abstention.

The following were present for the vote: Joseph Daul, chairman; Friedrich-Wilhelm Graefe zu 
Baringdorf, vice-chairman, María Rodríguez Ramos, vice-chairman and rapporteur;  Gordon 
J. Adam, María del Pilar Ayuso González (for Albert Jan Maat), Carlos Bautista Ojeda, 
Reimer Böge (for Michl Ebner), Giorgio Celli, Arlindo Cunha, Christel Fiebiger, Francesco 
Fiori, Christos Folias, Jean-Claude Fruteau, Georges Garot, Lutz Goepel, Michael John 
Holmes (for Jean-Claude Martinez), Elisabeth Jeggle, Salvador Jové Peres, Hedwig 
Keppelhoff-Wiechert, Heinz Kindermann, Dimitrios Koulourianos, Astrid Lulling (for Neil 
Parish), Véronique Mathieu, Xaver Mayer, Mikko Pesälä, Encarnación Redondo Jiménez,  
Agnes Schierhuber, Dominique F.C. Souchet and Robert William Sturdy.
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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

The CAP regularly comes in for fierce criticism owing to the effects it has on the agriculture 
of poorer countries. Some of the criticism levelled is, however, excessively simplistic, being 
based on the supposition that a more open trade policy necessarily means greater development 
of the food sector. Furthermore, it takes no account of the impact which the disappearance of 
the CAP would have on agriculture and rural life in an EU which is in the process of 
enlarging towards the east. Attention should therefore be drawn to the following:

1. The EU is the world's largest food importer. In 2000 it imported food worth a total of 
€ 58.3 million, 18% of which came from Mercosur countries, 14% from ACP countries, 7.3% 
from the Mediterranean area, 7.2% from Asean countries, 3.4% from China, 2.2% from India 
and 0.7% from Mexico. In short, 53% of our agri-food imports are from developing countries.

2. The developing countries do not form a homogeneous unit from an agricultural point of 
view and any reform of the developed countries' regulations will have a very different impact 
on each. One the one side one has countries which are net exporters of food and are able to 
take advantage of global liberalisation given that they export the same products as the North 
(cereals, oilseed crops, meat). Such countries include some emerging Latin American and 
South-East Asian economies which have already become well integrated into the world trade 
system. On the other side, however, stand the bulk of the developing countries, which are net 
importers of food (particularly the sub-Saharan African countries) and are in the process of 
becoming totally marginalised - a situation which is further aggravated by the price increases 
caused by the gradual deregulation of the trade in agricultural products. There is yet a third 
group of countries which, while being net importers, export a few products. Some of these 
products have already been liberalised (coffee, tea, cocoa, tropical fruits), while the rest are 
covered by preferential trade arrangements with the EU (sugar, cotton, tobacco, bananas and 
other fruits).

3. Against this background, the agricultural problems experienced by most of the developing 
countries will not be solved solely by more trade and agricultural deregulation. This is clear 
from the fluctuations seen in the flow of tropical products which have already been liberalised 
and which have become mere commodities in the hands of the multinationals or the steady 
erosion of trade preferences as a result of growing multilateralism. We therefore need to go 
beyond the simplistic arguments being bandied about and ask which group of countries the 
EU should be aiming its agricultural development efforts at, how it should proceed and at 
what speed.

4.  Three indissociable factors are involved in the issue of agricultural development in the 
developing countries, in the same way as in that of eradicating hunger and rural poverty, 
namely: production, for domestic consumption and export; employment, mainly of women on 
family farms; and the sustainable management of natural resources. A greater opening up of 
trade is therefore not sufficient of itself if it leads to a two-track agricultural system in the 
developing countries which favours export-driven models to the detriment of sustainable 
development and the modernisation of rural society as a whole. Financial aid and technical 
assistance aimed at rural development must therefore go hand-in-hand with the development 
of trade, which should preferably be based on an open form of regionalism which fosters 
South-South relations and the complementarity of the agricultural systems in that part of the 
world. These objectives need to be reflected in institutional changes at both international and 
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domestic levels.

5. At international level the EU should consolidate its position as a leader in the cooperation 
field and make the Doha Round a genuine development round, with special differentiated 
treatment as regards trade, financing and technical assistance for countries that are net food 
importers. Furthermore, it should strengthen multilateralism with new specialised agencies to 
combat (rural) poverty and foster the development of business in the South, consolidate the 
existing regional trade agreements within the WTO and, lastly, make the defence of 
multifunctionality and sustainable rural development priority objectives of the Marrakesh 
agricultural agreement, among the so-called non-trade concerns (NTCs). After all, the NTCs 
provide a framework within which the EU's defence of the European agricultural model and 
its ability to provide goods and services of public interest, including the defence of food 
safety and the maintenance of agricultural incomes corresponds perfectly with the promotion 
of rural development advocated by the developing countries.

6. At domestic level the EU should further open up its markets to products from the 
developing countries and reform its support system on the basis of a fairer multifunctional 
approach, making progress on the undertaking given to phase out those of our support 
measures which most distort agricultural trade. This change cannot be brought about 
immediately, but will be a long process and should involve compensatory agreements for the 
developing countries that are hardest hit by our customs duties.

CONCLUSIONS

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development calls on the Committee on 
Development and Cooperation, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
points in its motion for a resolution:

1. Notes that the EU is the world's largest food importer and that 53% of such imports come 
from developing countries, thanks to the CAP-compatible trade concessions granted;

2. Points out that the first priority for the developing countries is to develop their food 
agriculture, with a view to ensuring an adequate food supply for their population and 
increasing the income of their farmers;

3. Stresses the devastating effects of uncontrolled free world trade for the development of 
food crops in the poorest countries, which cannot compete with the dumping prices of 
countries with high agricultural productivity, and stresses the right for each country or 
group of countries, in the framework of regional agreements, to protect their producers by 
means of tariff barriers;

4. Stresses that the developing countries do not form a homogeneous unit from an 
agricultural point of view but are made up of net food exporting countries which benefit 
directly from a general liberalisation of trade, net importing countries whose 
marginalisation is being increased by the fall in prices caused by a gradual deregulation 
of agricultural markets and by their debt burden and, lastly, net importing countries 
specialising in the export of a few products, which are subject to fluctuations in world 
prices and a steady erosion of their trade preferences;
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5. Points out that, like the eradication of hunger and rural poverty, agricultural development 
in the poorest countries can only be properly tackled if action is at the same time taken to 
step up food production, maintain existing jobs and create new jobs in rural areas, where 
most activities are family-based and carried out by women, and achieve sustainable 
management of natural resources;

6. Maintains that action to open up trade to agricultural products from developing countries 
must be combined with the provision of financial and technical assistance aimed at 
achieving a sustainable form of development that will enable these countries to combat 
rural poverty effectively and increase their self-sufficiency in food;

7. Demands that, as proposed at the Monterrey summit, the Member States increase their 
development aid to 0.33% of their GDP by 2006, paying particular attention to 
sustainable rural development, the eradication of poverty, proper recognition of the work 
carried out by women in rural areas and security of supply for local markets;

8. Expresses support for efforts to make the Doha Round a development round, with special 
treatment being afforded to developing countries and efforts being made to consolidate an 
open regionalism which prevents these countries' trade preferences from being eroded 
and ensures fuller integration of southern agricultural systems, both among themselves 
and on world markets;

9. Considers that the EU and the developing countries share the same objective of 
introducing a multifunctional form of agriculture and achieving sustainable rural 
development within the framework of the non-trade concerns referred to in the Marrakesh 
agricultural agreement;

10. Considers that the necessary opening up of EU markets to agricultural products from the 
developing countries should be effected gradually and in tandem with the reform of the 
CAP support system along multifunctional lines, in such a way as to maintain the 
European agricultural model and ensure that prices and the incomes of EU farmers 
remain stable;

11. Without prejudice to the support  which the EU must give the poorest countries in the 
world, calls on the European Commission to propose aid to compensate for the damage 
which may be caused to Community farmers by the ‘Everything but Arms’ initiative, 
especially in the sectors of rice, sugar and, in the longer term, bananas;

12. Considers it necessary to call on the industrialised third countries to follow the European 
Union’s example by opening up their markets increasingly to imports from the poorest 
countries, in order to spread  efforts made more evenly and to promote greater 
development of those countries’ economies.


