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MOZZJONI GHAL RIZOLUZZJONI TAL-PARLAMENT EWROPEW

(2005/2207(IND))
1l-Parlament Ewropew,
— wara li kkunsidra 1-Anness II tal-Ftehima ta' Shubija ta' Cotonou,

— wara li kkunsidra 1-Komunikazzjoni tal-Kummissjoni lill-Parlament Ewropew, lill-
Kunsill u lill-Kumitat Ekonomiku u So¢jali Ewropew, intitolata "It-Twettiq tas-Shubija
ghat-Tkabbir u ghall-Impjiegi: Naghmlu lill-Ewropa Punt ta' Referenza Ec¢cellenti tar-
Responsabilita Socjali tal-Kumpanniji" (COM(2006)0136),

— wara li kkunsidra r-rizoluzzjoni tieghu tas-17 ta' Novembru 2005 dwar il-proposta ghal
Dikjarazzjoni Kongunta mill-Kunsill, mill-Parlament Ewropew u mill-Kummissjoni
dwar il-Politika ta' 1-Unjoni Ewropea ghall-Izvilupp "Il-Consensus Ewropew"!,

— wara li kkunsidra l-Istqarrija Kongunta mill-Kunsill u mir-Rapprezentanti tal-Gvernijiet
ta' I-Istati Membri li ltaqghu fi hdan il-Kunsill, il-Parlament Ewropew u 1-Kummissjoni
"[1-Consensus Ewropew dwar I-I1zvilupp", tat-22 ta' Novembru 2005,

— wara li kkunsidra r-rizoluzzjoni tieghu tas-17 ta' Novembru 2005 dwar strategija ta'
zvilupp ghall-Afrika?,

— wara li kkunsidra 1-Komunikazzjoni tal-Kummissjoni lill-Kunsill, lill-Parlament
Ewropew, u lill-Kumitat Ekonomiku u So¢jali Ewropew, bit-titolu "Strategija ta' I-UE
ghall-Afrika: Lejn patt Ewro-Afrikan biex jaccelera l-izvilupp ta' 1-Afrika"
(COM(2005)0489),

— wara li kkunsidra r-rizoluzzjoni tieghu tat-12 ta' April 2005 dwar I-irwol ta' I-Unjoni
Ewropea fit-twettiq ta' 1-Ghanijiet tal-Millennju ghall-Izvilupp (MDGs)?

— wara li kkunsidra d-Dokument ta' Hidma ta' I-Istaff tal-Kummissjoni, bid-data 29 ta'
Ottubru 2004, intitolat "Rapport tal-KE dwar 1-Ghanijiet tal-Millennju ghall-1zvilupp
2000-2004" (SEC(2004)1379),

— wara li kkunsidra 1-Artikolu 45 tar-Regoli ta' Procedura tieghu,
— wara li kkunsidra r-rapport tal-Kumitat ghall-IZvilupp (A6-0151/2006),

A.  billi I-politiki Ewropej dwar I-SMEs m'ghandhomx ikunu trasposti b'mod awtomatiku
fuq il-pajjizi li qed jizviluppaw,

B.  billi fil-pajjizi li ged jizviluppaw ma tezistix definizzjoni ghal SMEs 11 hija accettata

! Testi Adottati, 17.11.2005, P6_TA(2005)0446.
2 Testi Adottati, 17.11.2005, P6_ TA(2005)0445.
3GU C 33 E,9.2.2006, p. 311.
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b'mod generali,

C.  billi fil-pajjizi li ged jizviluppaw, is-settur ta' -SMEs huwa maghmul minn grupp
eterogenju ta' ditti 1i joperaw b'firxa ta' kundizzjonijiet tas-suq,

D.  billi I-SME:s joholqu l-impjiegi u jsawru s-socjeta ¢ivili,

E.  billi -SMEs huma mod ta' kif jintlahaq Zvilupp kemm so¢jali kif ukoll ekonomiku
permezz ta' tnaqqis fil-faqar,

F.  billi l-attivitajiet transkonfinali huma mifruxa sew f'hafha mir-regjuni li qed
jizviluppaw, u ghalhekk ghandhom bzonn ta' attenzjoni specjali meta l-politiki u 1-
programmi jigu zviluppati,

G.  billi approc¢e regjonali ghall-izvilupp ta' I-SMEs, li jinvolvi lill-gvernijiet, 1ill-
awtoritajiet regjonali u lokali, u lill-organizzazzjonijiet tas-soc¢jeta ¢ivili minn zewg
Stati jew aktar, jista' jkun is-soluzzjoni ghall-izvilupp ta' SMEs f'hafna regjuni tad-dinja
li ged tizviluppa,

H. billi ghandha tinghata attenzjoni spe¢jali lill-irwol ta' I-SMEs fl-ekonomija ta' Stati
gzejjer zghar,

L billi ghandha tinghata attenzjoni specjali lill-irwol ta' -SMEs f'pajjizi li ghadhom kemm
ghaddew minn konflitt, bhala mezz ta' rijintegrazzjoni effettiva ta' ex-kombattenti fis-
socjeta,

J.  billi l-awtoritajiet ta' I-Istat ghandhom jistinkaw li jkun hemm l-inqas burokrazija
possibbli, biex jigi evitat il-holgien ta' ostakoli ghall-izvilupp ta' I-SMEs,

K.  billi r-registrazzjoni m'ghandhiex tkun ostakolu ghall-holqien ta' ditta zghira jew ghat-
titjib ta' mikro-intraprizi jew ta' intraprizi zghar,

L.  billi negozji zghar jistghu jibbenefikaw hafna mill-holqgien ta' netwerks lokali u
regjonali,

M.  billi t-tifrix ta' I-ahjar prattiki dwar l-ippjanar, it-twettiq u I-evalwazzjoni ta' inizjattivi li
jippromvowu t-tkabbir ta' I-SMEs u l-izvilupp lokali ta' I-ekonomija u ta' I-impjiegi
huwa bzonjuz,

N.  billi I-protagonisti fil-post, 1-ghaqdiet taghhom u forom ohra ta' organizzazzjoni, ghandu
jkollhom irwol fundamentali fit-twaqqif u fit-twettiq ta' kwalunkwe politika ta' I-SMEs,

O.  billi d-differenzi regjonali u kulturali ghandhom jitqiesu meta jigu ppjanati l-politiki u 1-
programmi ghall-SMEs,

P.  billi haftna mill-attivitajiet mikroekonomi¢i huma bbazati fuq il-familja, u ghalhekk
ghandhom bzonn ta' attenzjoni specjali waqt l-ippjanar ta' kwalunkwe politiki ta' 1-
SMEs,

Q.  billi n-nisa huma protagonisti ekonomici importanti fil-holqgien u fl-izvilupp ta'
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intraprizi mikro u zghar, u billi I-intraprizi tan-nisa ghandhom jinhargu mill-izolament,

billi attenzjoni specjali ghandha tinghata lill-progetti ta' intraprizi tan-nisa, sabiex ikun
evitat li l-agir u t-tradizzjonijiet tal-passat ixekklu 1-holgien u l-implimentazzjoni shiha
ta' inizjattivi mikro u SMEs,

billi I-koperattivi ghandhom irwol importanti li jwieznu lill-ekonomiji lokali u li
jistrutturaw u jghaqqdu lill-komunitajiet lokali,

billi l-istituzzjonijiet lokali ghandhom irwol importanti fl-appogg ta' -SMEs,

billi politika tal-holqgien ta' SME:s jista' jkollha rwol biex titnaqqas is-sahha ta' I-
ekonomija informali,

billi ghandha tigi zgurata s-sigurta ghall-holgien u ghall-operat ta' I-SMEs,

billi fhafna komunitajiet rurali u urbani, il-koperattivi huma qrib tal-prattiki
tradizzjonali ta' asso¢jazzjoni,

billi I-holgien ta' koperattivi godda jista' jkun mod ta' kif attivitajiet informali jinbidlu
fattivitajiet formali,

billi ghandhom jigu appoggjati inizjattivi biex jitjiebu l-klima ta' I-investiment u 1-
opportunitajiet tan-negozju li jghinu biex jinholqu l-impjiegi u 1-gid ghall-fqar,

billi I-SMEs ghandhom bzonn iz-zmien u t-tkabbir tal-kapacita necessarji biex jadattaw
ruhhom ghal ftuh gradwali tas-setturi taghhom ghall-kompetizzjoni tas-suq mondjali;
billi dimensjoni kritika, permezz ta' processi ta' assoc¢jazzjoni, ghandha twassal ghall-
massa kritika 1i hija necessarja ghall-eleminazzjoni progressiva tal-protezzjoni tal-fazi
inizjali,

billi, b'mod progressiv, ghandha tkun ippjanata I-promozzjoni tal-kuncett tar-
responsabilita soc¢jali tal-kumpanniji, li permezz tieghu jigu introdotti 1-kuxjenza socjali
u ambjentali fl-operat tan-negozju,

billi attenzjoni specjali ghandha tinghata lill-ambjent so¢jo-ekonomiku ta' I-SMEs,
perezempju fl-edukazzjoni u fit-tahrig tar-rizorsi umani, fl-infrastrutturi tal-
komunikazzjoni u ta' I-informazzjoni, u fl-ac¢ess ghall-materja prima u ghas-swieq,

billi t-tiswir ta' shubiji u ta' sistemi ta' informazzjoni li jipprovdu access ghall-gharfien
ghall-izvilupp huwa importanti hafna,

billi I-SMEs ghandhom rwol importanti fl-izvilupp ta' inizjattivi ghal turizmu
sostenibbli f'pajjizi i qed jizviluppaw,
billi sistemi finanzjarji li mhumiex strutturati jaghmlu hsara partikolari lit-tkabbir ta'

intraprizi mikro u zghar,

billi s-sorsi principali ta' finanzjament li huma disponibbli ghall-SMEs huma s-self
informali minghand ghaqdiet informali, il-familja u 1-hbieb, ammonti Zghar ta' tfaddil u
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qligh u dhul merfugh,

billi I-provvediment tal-kapital tal-bidu jista' jkun strumentali ghall-holqien u ghall-
1zvilupp ta' I-SMEs,

billi l-access ghall-kreditu, spe¢jalment kreditu ghal tul medju jew ghal medda twila ta'
zmien, kif ukoll it-tishih ta' I-intermedjarji finanzjarji huma importanti ghall-izvilupp ta'
1-SMEs,

billi l-esperjenza turi li fil-pajjizi 1i ged jizviluppaw, in-nisa huma l-ahjar utilizzaturi tal-
mikrokreditu, u ghalhekk dan jaghtihom irwol fis-sostenibilita ta' I-ekonomija lokali,

billi I-pajjizi ta' I-ACP u pajjizi ohra li ged jizviluppaw, inkluzi istituzzjonijiet
nazzjonali u regjonali, ghandhom irwol fl-immaniggjar tal-fondi li jippromvowu I-
izvilupp ta' I-SMEs,

billi ghandha tezisti politika finanzjarja u fiskali proattiva ghall-SME:s; billi dawn il-
politiki ghandhom jinkludu linji specjali ta’ kreditu jew incentivi specjali tat-taxxa,

Iqis li huwa necessarju li jarmonizza d-definizzjonijiet kollha ezistenti ta' SMEs, inkluzi
l-mikro-intraprizi, almenu fuq bazi regjonali; iqis ukoll li n-numru ta' impjegati huwa 1-
ahjar kriterju li jiddefinixxi SME;

Jirrakkomanda li f'regjun fejn il-maggoranza tal-pajjizi ghadhom qed jizviluppaw,
intrapriza ghandha titqies bhala mikro meta timpjega sa hames persuni; intrapriza zghira
jekk timpjega bejn 6 u 25 persuna; u intrapriza ta' dags medju jekk timpjega bejn 26 u
100 persuna;

Jappoggja politiki mmirati li jnaqqsu l-ostakoli ghall-holqgien, ghar-registrazzjoni u
ghat-twaqqif ta' I-intraprizi; jitlob lill-gvernijiet nazzjonali fil-pajjizi li qed jizviluppaw
biex jevalwaw l-impatt tal-legizlazzjoni ekonomika kurrenti u futura, fuq SMEs;

Jirrakkomanda appogg specjali ghall-holgien ta' netwerks ta' intraprizi fuq il-livell lokali
u regjonali;

Jenfasizza 1-fatt 1i I-holqien ta' netwerk huwa facilitat permezz ta' assoc¢jazzjonijiet li
jipprovdu grupp ta' servizzi bhal pariri legali, kontabilita, tahrig u edukazzjoni, u l-uzu
tat-teknologiji ta' I-informatika;

Iqis li fl-irhula u fil-bliet Zghar, dawn il-gruppi ta' servizzi ghandhom, jekk huwa
necessarju, ikunu inizjati minn fondi pubblici, bil-possibilita rakkomandata li fl-ahhar
dawn is-servizzi jigu pprovduti mill-privat;

Jaghmel talba ghal politiki, programmi u progetti mahsuba apposta u mmirati lejn 1-
SME:s , inkluzi I-mikro-intraprizi li tradizzjonalment huma attivi fil-kummer¢
transkonfinali;

Jenfasizza l-importanza ta' I-involviment tal-gvern f'dawn il-politiki b'orjentazzjoni
transkonfinali, li b'dan il-mod irawmu I-kunfidenza interstatali, l-armonizzazzjoni ta'
ligijiet u tal-prattiki, kif ukoll 1-izvilupp regjonali;
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Ifakkar i I-SMEs, inkluzi I-mikro-intraprizi, hatha minnhom huma bbazati fuq il-
familja, u joriginaw flambjent fejn il-kulturi u t-tradizzjonijiet ghad ghandhom irwol
fundamentali, u ghaldagstant ghandhom bzonn ta' approc¢¢ ta' politika li jkun attent u
ghagqli, meta jkunu ged jigu ppreprati ligijiet jew forom ta' organizzazzjoni godda ghall-
implimentazzjoni;

Jaghmel stedina ghall-partecipazzjoni tal-protagonisti kollha, jew direttament jew
permezz ta' 1-organizzazzjonijiet taghhom, biex jippartecipaw fil-livelli kollha tax-
xoghol preparattiv u tat-twettiq tal-politiki kollha 1i jirrigwardaw lill-SMEs;

Jirrikonoxxi I-irwol suprem tan-nisa fl-ogsma kollha li huma relatati ma' I-izvilupp,
irwol 1i dawk 1i jiehdu d-decizjoni hafna drabi jinsewh, u jitlob li tinghata attenzjoni
specjali lill-progetti ta' intraprizi tan-nisa;

Jaghraf l-irwol li ghandhom l-istituzzjonijiet lokali biex jappoggjaw lill-SME:s, inkluzi
l-mikro-intraprizi; iqis li l-istituzzjonijiet lokali jistghu jaghtu bidu ghall-
implimentazzjoni ta' gruppi ta' servizzi komuni ghall-mikro-intraprizi u ghall-SME:s,
filwaqt li I-Istat jiffinanzja 1-fazi tal-bidu;

Jaghraf'li I-SMEs ghandhom irwol fil-holgien ta' I-impjiegi, u jenfasizza l-importanza li
l-parti 1-kbira ta' dawn l-impjiegi jigu trasformati minn impjiegi li ma jirrikjedux
kapacita ghal impjiegi li jirrikjeduha, minn imjiegi stagjonali ghal impjiegi ta' matul is-
sena kollha, u minn impjiegi temporanji ghal impjiegi permanenti, permezz ta' politiki u
programmi nazzjonali proattivi;

Jenfasizza l-irwol 1i ghandhom il-koperattivi biex iwieznu l-ekonomiji lokali u
jistrutturaw u jghaqqdu lill-komunitajiet lokali,

Jitlob 1i jkun hemm politiki nazzjonali li jghinu biex titnaqqas is-sahha ta' I-ekonomija
informali fil-pajjizi i qed jizviluppaw; u jappella wkoll ghall-promozzjoni ta' inizjattivi
11 jghinu t-titjib fil-klima ta' I-investiment u b'hekk jinholqu opportunitajiet ghan-
negozju;

Iqis lill-koperattivi bhala mezz li jwassal biex attivitajiet informali jsiru formali,
minhabba li, f'hafna komunitajiet rurali u urbani, il-koperattivi huma eqreb minn forom
ohra legali ta' organizzazzjoni lejn prattiki tradizzjonali ta' asso¢jazzjoni.

Iqis li I-koperattivi huma I-ahjar ambjent biex jigi zgurat li -SMEs fis-settur formali ma
jergghux imorru lura fis-settur informali;

Jaghraf'li I-SMEs ghandhom bZonn taz-Zmien u tat-tkabbir tal-kapacita suffic¢jenti biex
jadattaw ruhhom ghall-ftuh gradwali tas-setturi taghhom ghall-kompetizzjoni tas-suq
mondjali; barra minn dan, jaghraf 1i dimensjoni kritika, permezz ta' processi ta'
assocjazzjoni, ghandha twassal ghall-massa kritika li hija necessarja ghall-eleminazzjoni
progressiva tal-protezzjoni tal-fazi inizjali,

Jaghmel stedina biex ikun hemm introduzzjoni progressiva tal-kuncett tar-responsabilita
socjali tal-kumpaniji fl-SMEs fil-pajjizi li qed jizviluppaw, u ghalhekk jitlob lill-
Kummissjoni biex tuza l-konferenzi u d-diskussjonijiet kollha bilaterali relevanti ma'
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pajjizi li huma firmatarji tal-Ftehima ta' Cotonou!, biex titrawwem din I-introduzzjoni u
din il-kuxjenza;

20. Jaghrafli l-holgien ta' ambjent so¢jo-ekonomiku solidu ghall-SMEs huwa possibbli biss
jekk il-politiki ghalihom jinkludu attivitajiet fl-ogsma ta' I-edukazzjoni u t-tahrig tar-
rizorsi umani, il-provvediment ta' infrastruttura tal-komunikazzjoni u ta' 1-
informazzjoni, kif ukoll 1-ac¢ess facli ghall-materja prima u ghas-swieq lokali u
regjunali.

21. Jaghmel stedina biex jissawru shubijiet ta' -SMEs, ghal skambji ta' informazzjoni u
gharfien aggornati;

22. Jaghraf l-irwol li jista' jkollhom 1-SMEs fl-izvilupp tal-parti 1-kbira tal-politiki settorjali,

23. Jaghmel stedina biex ikun hemm implimentazzjoni ta' sistemi finanzjarji solidi favur I-
SMEs;

24. Jenfasizza l-bzonn li fhafha ogsma, jigu evitati prattiki tradizzjonali ta' kreditu u self
informali, permezz tal-promozzjoni ta' prodotti finanzjarji kif ukoll ta' mikro-finanzi li
jkunu mahsuba b'mod spec¢jali, ;

25. Jirrakkomanda li ghandu jkun pprovdut I-kapital tal-bidu ghall-holgien u ghall-izvilupp
ta' -SMEs;

26. Jirrakkomanda politiki li jiffacilitaw l-access ghall-kreditu, spe¢jalment kreditu ghal tul
medju jew ghal medda twila ta' Zzmien, u ghat-tishih ta' I-intermedjarji attivi fl-
iffinanzjar ta' 1-SMEs;

27. Jaghmel stedina sabiex tinghata attenzjoni specjali lil intraprizi ta' mikrokreditu 1i huma
orjentati lejn in-nisa, spe¢jalement f'postijiet fejn in-nisa ghad m'ghandhomx
awtonomija shiha;

28. Jipproponi appogg u finanzjament internazzjonali ghall-istituzzjonijiet regjonali li huma
attivi fis-settur fnanzjarju tal-pajjizi li ged jizviluppaw, u b'hekk jintroduci approce
komuni multi-nazzjonali ghall-attivitajiet li jsiru minn SMEs;

29. Jaghmel stedina biex I-SMEs jinghataw incentivi fiskali, b'mod specjali fil-fazi tal-bidu;

30. Jaghmel stedina ghal riformi regulatorji li jkollhom I-ghan li jhaffu u li jissimplifikaw
il-proc¢eduri tar-registrazzjoni, kif ukoll 1i jbaxxu l-ammont ta' kapital minimu
necessarju,

31. Jaghmel stedina biex ikun hemm riformi fil-proc¢eduri tal-qrati biex it-tilwim tan-
negozju jissolva aktar malajr, kif ukoll biex ikunu infurzati 1-kuntratti u jigi difiz id-dritt
tal-propjeta b'mod aktar effettiv;

32. Jaghti istruzzjonijiet lill-President tieghu biex jghaddi din ir-rizoluzzjoni lill-Kunsill,

! Ftehima ta' shubija bejn il-Grupp ta' 1-Istati ta' 1-Afrika, il-Karibew u 1-Pac¢ifiku, fuq in-naha l-wahda, u I-
Komunita Ewropea u I-Istati Membri taghha, fuq in-naha I-ohra, iffirmata f'Cotonou fit-23 ta' gunju 2000, GU L
65, 8.3.2003, p 27.
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lill-Kummissjoni, lill-gvernijiet ta' 1-Istati Membri ta' I-UE u tal-Grupp ta' Stati ta' I-
Afrika, il-Karibew u 1-Pacifiku (ACP), il-Kunsill ta' I-ACP-UE u ta' I-Assemblea
Parlamentari Kongunta ta' -ACP-UE.
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NOTA SPJEGATTIVA

Introduction

For developing a country a strong, intertwined tissue of small and medium enterprises (SMEs)
is fundamental.

A common pattern of SMEs in developing countries cannot be identified, each country being
different due to history and tradition. Nevertheless, like in developed countries, they can
constitute the backbone of the economy. If correctly submitted to targeted incentives, they can
be the motor for sustainable development.

A good, transparent, coherent business climate allowing SMEs to have a role to play is
therefore the first step one should count on. In many developing countries this climate is
presently unfavourable. There are bottlenecks to SME creation or difficulties faced when they
begin to work. In other cases national administrations are often relying on outdated laws,
some of them dating from the colonial era, therefore urgently needing to be updated to meet
the requirements of the globalised economy.

Strengthening the role of SMEs in an economy means to ultimately help the people running
them to enter the cycle of sustainable growth. This also allows the emergence of a middle
class, so much needed to allow the creation of the critical mass indispensable to give
governments an orientation on how to run successfully a country.

The European Parliament has so far never dealt in an own initiative report with the issue of
SMEs in developing countries and the Commission keeps including them in a broader context
of private sector. For instance the Cotonou Agreement and the new "European Consensus" on
development policy are factual evidence of such treatment. A clearly defined SME policy
within the Commission's development strategy, emphasising favourable business climate,
should therefore be formulated.

Problems and challenges

Dealing with SMEs implies an agreement on how to define what small and medium
enterprises are.

The reality on the ground shows us a mixed basket of traditional associative forms and
conventional forms of enterprise, many of which lack a legal status. SMEs comprise: ‘micro’
enterprises, either with private or cooperative forms of organisation; ‘small’ and ‘medium’
enterprises as known in the EU, ranging from the primary to the services sectors;

The European concept of SMEs (with 50 or 250 workers) is inapplicable to the reality existing
in most developing countries. A definition of SMEs in these countries could be a positive
outcome of the report, allowing a better design of development driven policies and
programmes.
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A second problem we must deal with is the scope of national policies for SMEs. Should these
policies also address family based micro-enterprises? Should these be addressed through
specially designed instruments?

Many of these micro-enterprises, for instance a garage for tyre repairing, or a boat for coastal
fishing, or a stand to sell horticultural or fruit of domestic produce, work within the informal
sector and should be transformed in order to be included in the formal one. This inclusion
would mainly benefit the people running them.

Furthermore there is a need to generate a business climate for SMEs to flourish in. The report
will try to give some guidelines on how this could be achieved.

To create a good business climate a coherent package of measures is needed in areas such as
education and training, provision of information and communication tools, legal advice and
limited bureaucracy, organisation and management techniques, marketing, direct assistance or
general advice as well as access to financial services.

Tailored actions adequate to the actors on the ground should be designed and implemented.
The actors should be seen as "multipliers". Once they have received training, they should be
able to reproduce the training, be it knowledge, instruments, techniques to others.

Self help should be fostered. We must not forget that traditionally many developing countries’
citizens are used to associative and cooperative forms of organisation.

The framework set in the national or regional policies for the business climate must never be
forgotten, if one exists. Otherwise the EU could help national and local administrations in the
setup of such policies. Knowledge transfer, information on how to avoid mistakes made, or
novel, more efficient processes can always be of use.

In this context, local actors and their forms of organisations should be consulted and
respected. They should be looked upon as partners. The role of women shall always be
emphasised. Only if all actors feel to be part of the game, can they generate the impulse
needed to achieve the intended results. A step by step, clearly designed programme, with
timed goals easily understandable, is better than imposing any outside policy sold as a ready
to use package.

National and regional policies have to include measures on finance and tax incentives.

Moreover, national and regional policies have to include reforms to cut 'red tape' and speed up
registration procedures along with simplifying licenses.

What is more, national policies should include reforms of court procedures in order to speed
up court decision and to protect property and enforce contracts more effectively.

Developing countries have in general under-developed financial systems, considered as

impeding the development of sound micro other small enterprises. Therefore many
entrepreneurs have to recur to informal loans or dig deep into their own pockets, sometimes
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putting in jeopardy the level of life of their own families.

The role of microfinance must be also looked at, as most projects will be carried out with
micro-enterprises. The EU could foster these microfinance activities through special support
programmes and projects. They can generate jobs; they should contribute to "decent work",
meaning non precarious jobs.

Initial equity capital (seed capital) used to start a new business should also be also
fundamental for SME creation.

Provision of tax incentives is another indispensable measure, mainly if informal activities are
invited to join the formal economy. These provisions need to be combined with policies that
make SMEs, once moved into the formal sector, stay there and prevent them from slipping
back into the informal sector.

When dealing with developing countries that are not island states, we must certainly look at
cross boarder activities, by both the formal and informal sectors. Frontiers designed have
often disrespected history and traditions, cultures and economic activities carried out for
centuries in some areas. In our era it is time to look at these activities from a different angle,
through regional oriented policies and programmes, bringing together two or more countries’
national administrations and local authorities. This is the only form for SMEs to make further
benefit of regionalisation and globalisation and to engage in North/South and South/South
activities.

Prospective

It is quite obvious that the topic is very complex, so that various specific questions will need
to be dealt with in more detail. Some topics might even have to be excluded from the report in
order to stick to a concise and sound text.

Implementation of these measures will be key to success. It is also true that although global

ideas are proposed, they have to be adapted to what exists on the ground (‘think global — act
local’).

The development committee could from the general framework of this report, aiming at the
setup of a coherent policy to help to strengthen the role of SMEs in developing countries, and
then decide on follow-up reports and more precise and in-depth initiatives on SMEs.
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