
RR\414315EN.doc PE414.315v02-00

EN EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
2004 2009

Session document

A6-0425/2008

7.11.2008

***II
RECOMMENDATION FOR 
SECOND READING
on the Council common position for adopting a regulation of the European 
Parliament and of the Council on Community statistics on public health and 
health and safety at work
(9815/3/2008 – C6-0343/2008 – 2007/0020(COD))

Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety

Rapporteur: Karin Scheele















PE414.315v02-00 2/7 RR\414315EN.doc

EN

PR_COD_2app

Symbols for procedures

* Consultation procedure
majority of the votes cast

**I Cooperation procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

**II Cooperation procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common  position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

*** Assent procedure
majority of Parliament’s component Members except  in cases 
covered by Articles 105, 107, 161 and 300 of the EC Treaty and 
Article 7 of the EU Treaty

***I Codecision procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

***II Codecision procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

***III Codecision procedure (third reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the joint text

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the 
Commission.)

Amendments to a legislative text

In amendments by Parliament, amended text is highlighted in bold italics. In 
the case of amending acts, passages in an existing provision that the 
Commission has left unchanged, but that Parliament wishes to amend, are 
highlighted in bold. Any deletions that Parliament wishes to make in 
passages of this kind are indicated thus: [...]. Highlighting in normal italics is 
an indication for the relevant departments showing parts of the legislative 
text for which a correction is proposed, to assist preparation of the final text 
(for instance, obvious errors or omissions in a given language version). 
Suggested corrections of this kind are subject to the agreement of the 
departments concerned.
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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

on the Council common position for adopting a regulation of the European Parliament 
and of the Council on Community statistics on public health and health and safety at 
work
(9815/3/2008 – C6-0343/2008 – 2007/0020(COD))

(Codecision procedure: second reading)

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Council common position (9815/3/2008 – C6-0343/2008),

– having regard to its position at first reading1 on the Commission proposal to Parliament 
and the Council (COM(2007)0046),

– having regard to Article 251(2) of the EC Treaty,

– having regard to Rule 67 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the recommendation for second reading of the Committee on the 
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (A6-0425/2008),

1. Approves the common position;

2. Notes that the act is adopted in accordance with the common position;

3. Instructs its President to sign the act with the President of the Council pursuant to Article 
254(1) of the EC Treaty;

4. Instructs its Secretary-General to sign the act, once it has been verified that all the 
procedures have been duly completed, and, in agreement with the Secretary-General of 
the Council, to have it published in the Official Journal of the European Union;

5. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council and Commission.

1 Texts adopted , P6_T6(2007)0501.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The proposed regulation aims at establishing a framework for a systematic production of 
Community statistics in two areas, public health and health and safety at work. The statistics 
should take the form of a harmonised and common data set and be produced by Eurostat 
together with the national statistical institutes and other national authorities responsible for the 
provision of official statistics. 

At the moment, statistical information on public health and health and safety at work are 
collected mainly on voluntary basis. The adoption of this regulation will formalise the current 
'gentlemen's agreement' and guarantee the continuity of data collection as well as the quality 
and comparability of data.

First reading 

Public health falls under the competence of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health 
and Food Safety. Health and safety at work falls, however, under the competence of the 
Committee on Employment and Social Affairs. Consequently, rule 47 (procedure with 
associated committees) was applied to the proposal in first reading, giving the Employment 
Committee a say, in particular, on Annex IV (Accidents at work) and Annex V (Occupational 
diseases and other work-related health problems and illnesses). Neither the lead committee 
nor the opinion-giving committee proposed radical changes to the Commission text. 

In first reading in November 2007, the European Parliament adopted 12 amendments to the 
Commission proposal. Most of the amendments dealt with horizontal issues, like the inclusion 
of gender and age in the breakdown variables and the use of additional and complementary 
financing provided by certain Community programmes in the two areas covered by the 
regulation. Parliament also called for the coordination of Community statistical activities with 
those of relevant international organisations. Some amendments were adopted to the annexes 
dealing exclusively either with public health or health and safety at work, such as the 
collection of data on the protection against pandemics and transmissible diseases. 

In subsequent negotiations with the Slovenian Presidency almost all amendments adopted by 
the European Parliament were agreed to be incorporated in the common position, either fully 
or in a slightly modified form. The Council also made some other changes to the text but in 
broad terms, these changes were acceptable to the rapporteur and the shadow rapporteurs. 
Therefore, they were able to agree on the whole text presented by the Presidency last spring. 
This 'early second reading agreement' was confirmed by a letter by the chairman of the 
Environment Committee, Mr Ouzký, to the Slovenian Presidency.

Rapporteur's position

Since the common position adopted by the Council on 2 October 2008 corresponds to the 
early second agreement reached with the Slovenian Presidency in spring 2008, your 
rapporteur recommends to the committee its adoption without amendments and without 
further delay.
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PROCEDURE
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