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_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Amendment  1 

Proposal for a regulation – amending act 

Recital -1 (new) 

 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment 

  (-1) The importance and specificity of the 

outermost regions is underlined by Article 

349 of the Treaty on the Functioning of 

the European Union (TFEU), which, 

taking account of their structural, social 

and economic situation, which is 

compounded by their remoteness, 

insularity, small size, difficult topography 

and climate, and economic dependence on 

a few products, the permanence and 

combination of which severely restrain 

their development, provides for specific 

measures aimed, in particular, at laying 

down the conditions of application of the 

Treaties to those regions, including 

common policies. The measures 

concerned include agriculture and 

fisheries policies, conditions for supply of 

raw materials, State aids and conditions 

for access to structural funds and to 

horizontal Union programmes. Moreover, 
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the Lisbon Treaty has incorporated for 

the first time the regions referred to in 

Article 349 TFEU into Article 107 TFEU, 

so that aid to promote their economic 

development may be considered to be 

compatible with the internal market. 

Amendment  2 

Proposal for a regulation – amending act 

Recital -1 a (new) 

 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment 

  (-1a) Under Article 4(3) of Regulation 

(EC) No 247/2006, the Azores are entitled 

to dispatch, by way of derogation from 

Article 4(2)(a) of that Regulation, yearly 

maximum quantities of sugar (CN code 

1701) to the rest of the Union. Given that 

sugar beet production could become a 

very significant complement to milk 

production in the Azores, in particular on 

S. Miguel island, and in view of the 

uncertain outlook regarding the milk 

market following the decision to abolish 

the milk quotas and progressively increase 

them in the meantime, it is necessary to 

offer producers and processors, if that 

decision to abolish the quota system is 

maintained, an alternative to that system 

which can guarantee the sustainability 

and the development of the milk sector in 

the Azores, as well as long-term 

complementary agricultural prospects, to 

enable economic operators to reach a 

level of industrial and commercial 

activities which stabilises the economic 

and social environment in the Azores. The 

existing derogation should therefore be 

extended until 31 December 2019. 

Amendment  3 

Proposal for a regulation – amending act 

Recital 2 

 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment 

(2) Article 6 of Regulation (EC) No (2) Article 6 of Regulation (EC) No 
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247/2006 provides for a transitional period 

during which the Canary Islands may 

continue to receive supplies of determined 

quantities of milk-based preparations 

falling within CN codes 1901 90 99 and 

2106 90 92 intended for industrial 

processing. This transitional period expires 

on 31 December 2009. The product falling 

within CN code 1901 90 99 – skimmed 

milk powder with vegetable fat – is a 

traditional product for the local consumers, 

including the most deprived, and has been 

sold in the Canary Islands during the last 

40 years. The supply of this product has 

generated a specific local industry ensuring 

employment and added value. In the 

current situation of economic crisis it is 

appropriate to maintain the supply of this 

specific product and to extend the 

transitional period set by Article 6 of that 

Regulation to 31 December 2013. 

247/2006 provides for a transitional period 

during which the Canary Islands may 

continue to receive supplies of determined 

quantities of milk-based preparations 

falling within CN codes 1901 90 99 and 

2106 90 92 intended for industrial 

processing. This transitional period expires 

on 31 December 2009. However, the 

product falling within CN code 1901 90 99 

– skimmed milk powder with vegetable fat 

– has become a traditional product for the 

local consumers, including the most 

deprived. Its supply has generated a 

specific local industry ensuring 

employment and added value. Therefore, it 

is appropriate to maintain the supply of this 

specific product, which is used for local 

consumption only. 

Justification 

Due to the structural milk deficit of the Canary Islands, skimmed milk powder containing 

vegetable fat has become a traditional product used by local consumers, especially the most 

needy, as a substitute for milk. Therefore, the existing derogation should not only be extended 

but be made permanent. 

Amendment  4 

Proposal for a regulation – amending act 

Recital 5 

 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment 

(5) The second subparagraph of Article 

18(2) of Regulation (EC) No 247/2006 

foresees gradual elimination, by 31 

December 2013, of vineyards planted with 

prohibited direct-producer hybrid vine 

varieties in the Azores and Madeira. The 

third subparagraph of Article 18(2) of that 

Regulation obliges Portugal to notify each 

year progress made in converting and 

restructuring areas planted with such vine 

varieties. These provisions are stricter than 

the rules laid down in Article 120a(5) of 

Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007, namely 

that prohibited direct-producer hybrid vine 

(5) The second subparagraph of Article 

18(2) of Regulation (EC) No 247/2006 

foresees gradual elimination, by 31 

December 2013, of vineyards planted with 

prohibited direct-producer hybrid vine 

varieties in the Azores and Madeira. The 

third subparagraph of Article 18(2) of that 

Regulation obliges Portugal to notify each 

year progress made in converting and 

restructuring areas planted with such vine 

varieties. These provisions are stricter than 

the rules laid down in Article 120a(5) of 

Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007, namely 

that prohibited direct-producer hybrid vine 
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varieties shall be grubbed up except when 

the resulting wine is intended exclusively 

for the wine producers' family. Therefore 

Article 18(2) and 18(3) of Regulation (EC) 

No 247/2006 should be deleted in order to 

eliminate the disparity of treatment 

between the regions of the Azores and 

Madeira on one hand and the rest of the 

Community on the other. 

varieties shall be grubbed up except when 

the resulting wine is intended exclusively 

for the wine producers' family. Therefore 

the date of 31 December 2013 in Article 

18(2) of Regulation (EC) No 247/2006 

should be deleted in order to eliminate the 

disparity of treatment between the regions 

of the Azores and Madeira on one hand 

and the rest of the Union on the other and 

to allow the continuing conversion of 

vineyards planted with prohibited vine 

varieties. 

Amendment  5 

Proposal for a regulation – amending act 

Recital 6 a (new) 

 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment 

 (6a) Because of the limited nature of their 

local markets and because of their 

conditions of production, which entail 

substantial additional costs, Guadeloupe, 

French Guiana and Martinique have 

been unable to develop dairy sectors 

meeting local needs. The development of 

the dairy sector in Madeira, brought 

about by means of milk reconstituted from 

milk powder, could serve as a 

development model for that sector in 

outermost regions sharing common 

characteristics. The waiver granted to 

Madeira under the first subparagraph of 

Article 19(4) of Regulation (EC) No 

247/2006 should therefore be extended to 

apply, without delay, to Martinique, 

Guadeloupe, and French Guiana in the 

context of the revision of Regulation (EC) 

No 247/2006 expected for mid-2010. 

Amendment  6 

Proposal for a regulation – amending act 

Recital 7 

 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment 

(7) The conditions for further extension of 

the local milk production of the outermost 

(7) The conditions for further extension of 

the local milk production of the outermost 
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regions, which benefit from the waiver 

foreseen by the first subparagraph of 

Article 19(4) of Regulation (EC) 

No 247/2006, are very limited due to the 

topography of the islands concerned. 

Though the obligation to ensure the 

collection and outlet of the local milk 

production is maintained, it is appropriate 

to delete the Commission’s obligation, 

foreseen by the second subparagraph of 

that Article, to determine an incorporation 

rate for fresh milk produced locally. 

regions, which benefit from the waiver 

provided for in the first subparagraph of 

Article 19(4) of Regulation (EC) 

No 247/2006, are very limited or still 

uncertain due to the topography of the 

islands concerned and the fact that those 

local dairy sectors have emerged only 

recently. Though the obligation to ensure 

the collection of, and outlets for, the local 

milk production is maintained, it is 

appropriate to delete the Commission’s 

obligation, as set out in the second 

subparagraph of that Article, to determine 

an incorporation rate for fresh milk 

produced locally. 

Amendment  7 

Proposal for a regulation – amending act 

Recital 7 a (new) 

 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment 

  (7a) The retroactive application of the 

provisions of this Regulation as from 1 

January 2010 should ensure continuity in 

the specific measures for agriculture in 

the outermost regions of the Union and 

should also meet the legitimate 

expectations of the operators concerned. 

Justification 

The proposed changes to Regulation 247/2006 need to enter into force on 1st January 2010 in 

order to allow some continuity in existing derogations. An additional recital needs therefore to 

be included in order to justify the retroactive application of the new Regulation. 

Amendment  8 

Proposal for a regulation – amending act 

Article 1 – point -1 (new) 

Regulation (EC) No 247/2006 

Recital 4 

 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment 

 (-1) Recital 4 is replaced by the following: 

 "(4) Since the quantities covered by the 

specific supply arrangements are limited 

to the supply requirements of the 
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outermost regions, those arrangements 

do not impair the proper functioning of 

the internal market. Nor should the 

economic advantages of the specific 

supply arrangements provoke diversions 

of trade in the products concerned. 

Dispatching or exportation of those 

products, which have not been processed, 

from the outermost regions should 

therefore be prohibited. However, 

dispatch or exportation of those 

products should be authorised where the 

advantage resulting from the specific 

supply arrangements is reimbursed or, 

in the case of processed products, to 

permit regional trade or trade between 

the two Portuguese outermost regions. 

Account should also be taken of 

traditional trade flows with third 

countries in all the outermost regions, 

and exports of processed products 

corresponding to traditional exports for 

all those regions should accordingly be 

authorised. Nor should the restriction 

apply to the traditional dispatching of 

processed products to the rest of the 

Union. For the sake of clarity and better 

adjustment to the evolution of the market, 

the reference period for defining the 

maximum quantities for traditional 

exports or dispatches should be calculated 

in accordance with this Regulation." 

Justification 

This amendment aims at adding clarity to the current regulation on conditions under which 

unprocessed and processed products, in the framework of specific supply arrangements, can be 

exported or dispatched. Furthermore it adjusts the regulation to the realities of the market by 

mentioning the need for a regular update of the maximum quantities for traditional export and 

dispatch as per Amendment 5 to Article 4(2). 

Amendment  9 

Proposal for a regulation – amending act 

Article 1 – point -1 a (new) 

Regulation (EC) No 247/2006 

Article 2 – paragraph 2 
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment 

 (-1a) Article 2(2) is replaced by the 

following: 

 “2. A forecast supply balance shall be 

drawn up stating the quantity of the 

agricultural products referred to in 

paragraph 1 needed to meet supply 

requirements each year. A separate 

forecast balance may be drawn up for 

the requirements of undertakings 

packaging and processing products 

intended for the local market, for 

traditional consignment to the rest of the 

Union or for export as part of regional 

trade or traditional trade flows. In the 

event that a separate forecast balance is 

drawn up, the quantities specified shall be 

updated regularly so as to reflect the 

market trend described in Article 4(2).” 

Justification 

Amendment 5 to Article 4(2) implies a need for regular updating of the maximum quantities of 

processed products that may be exported or dispatched annually from the outermost regions, 

whether as part of local trade or in traditional consignments.  

Amendment  10 

Proposal for a regulation – amending act 

Article 1 – point -1 b (new) 

Regulation (EC) No 247/2006 

Article 4 – paragraph 2 – point a 

 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment 

 (-1b) Article 4(2)(a) is replaced by the 

following: 

 "(a) exported to third countries or 

dispatched to the rest of the Union 

within the limits of traditional exports 

and traditional dispatches. Those 

quantities shall be specified by the 

Commission in accordance with the 

procedure laid down in Article 26(2), on 

the basis of the average of exports or 

dispatches during the three years before 

the current year, subject to a minimum 
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threshold equal to the average of exports 

or dispatches during the years 1989, 1990 

and 1991. Those quantities shall be 

managed and presented as a single sum, 

which includes quantities exported to 

third countries and quantities dispatched 

to the rest of the Union. 

Justification 

This amendment incorporates the average of exports or dispatches of the previous three years 

in the formula of the annual maximum quantities of processed products which can be exported 

or dispatched from the outermost regions for regional trade and traditional consignments. The 

limits of those quantities currently in effect are stifling local industries and employment as they 

prevent enterprises from benefitting of economies of scale as they face enormous transportation 

costs. 

Amendement  11 

Proposition de règlement – acte modificatif 

Article 1 – point -1 c (new) 

Règlement (EC) No 247/2006 

Article 4 – paragraph 3 

 

Texte proposé par la Commission Amendement 

 (-1c) Article 4(3) is replaced by the 

following: 

3. By way of derogation from paragraph 

2(a), a maximum quantity of 3 000 tonnes 

of sugar (CN code 1701) may be 

dispatched each year from the Azores to 

the rest of the Union for the period from 

1 January 2010 to 31 December 2019. 

Justification 

Due to the foreseeable end of the milk quotas system, it is urgent to find alternative cultures for 

farmers in the Azores. The existing sugar beet production may constitute a diversification 

solution, provided that long term perspectives for the stability and viability of this sector are 

given to producers and economic operators to allow them to reach a production and trade level 

able to make farming in this outermost region sustainable from a social, environmental and 

economic point of view. 

Amendment  12 

Proposal for a regulation – amending act 

Article 1 – point 2 

Regulation (EC) No 247/2006 

Article 6 
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment 

By way of derogation from Article 2, for 

the period from 1 January 2010 to 31 

December 2013 the Canary Islands may 

continue to receive supply of milk-based 

preparations falling within CN code 1901 

90 99 (skimmed milk powder with 

vegetable fat) intended for industrial 

processing of up to 800 tonnes per year. 

Aid granted for supplies of this product 

from the Community may not exceed EUR 

210 per tonne and shall be included in the 

limit laid down in Article 23. This product 

shall be used for local consumption only. 

By way of derogation from Article 2, the 

Canary Islands may continue to receive 

supply of milk-based preparations falling 

within CN code 1901 90 99 (skimmed milk 

powder with vegetable fat) intended for 

industrial processing of up to 800 tonnes 

per year. Aid granted for supplies of this 

product from the Union may not exceed 

EUR 210 per tonne and shall be included 

in the limit laid down in Article 23. This 

product shall be used for local 

consumption only. 

Justification 

Due to the structural milk deficit of the Canary Islands, skimmed milk powder containing 

vegetable fat has become a traditional product used by local consumers, especially the most 

needy, as a substitute for milk. Therefore, the existing derogation should not only be extended 

but be made permanent. 

Amendment  13 

Proposal for a regulation – amending act 

Article 1 – point 4 

Regulation (EC) No 247/2006 

Article 18 – paragraph 2 – subparagraph 1 a (new) 

 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment 

 Portugal shall gradually eliminate 

vineyards planted with prohibited direct-

producer hybrid vine varieties, with, 

where appropriate, the support provided 

for in Article 103q of Regulation (EC) No 

1234/2007. 

Justification 

By removing this part of Article 18(2) the Commission proposal goes beyond the objectives of 

aligning the POSEI regulation with corresponding provisions in the single CMO regulation. 
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Amendment  14 

Proposal for a regulation – amending act 

Article 1 – point 5 

Regulation (EC) No 247/2006 

Article 19 – paragraph 4 – subparagraph 1 

 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment 

4. Notwithstanding Article 114(2) of 

Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007, the 

production in Madeira and in the French 

overseas department of Reunion of UHT 

milk reconstituted from milk powder 

originating in the Community shall be 

authorised within the limits of local 

consumption requirements, insofar as this 

measure does not hinder that locally 

produced milk is collected and finds 

outlets. This product shall be used for local 

consumption only. 

4. Notwithstanding Article 114 of 

Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007, the 

production in Madeira and in the French 

overseas department of Reunion of UHT 

milk reconstituted from milk powder 

originating in the Union shall be authorised 

within the limits of local consumption 

requirements, insofar as this measure 

ensures that locally produced milk is 

collected and finds outlets and does not 

hinder efforts to encourage the 

development of that production. This 

product, whose quality must be 

maintained, shall be used for local 

consumption only. 

Amendment  15 

Proposal for a regulation – amending act 

Article 1 – point 5 

Regulation (EC) No 247/2006 

Article 19 – paragraph 4 – subparagraph 2 

 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment 

Detailed rules for the application of this 

paragraph shall be adopted in accordance 

with the procedure referred to in Article 

26(2) of this Regulation. 

The method by which the UHT milk thus 

reconstituted has been obtained shall be 

clearly indicated on the sales labelling. 

 


