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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment 

(5) The programme should accompany the 

adaptation process in ACP countries which 

have exported significant volumes of 

bananas to the EC in recent years and 

which will be affected by liberalisation in 

the framework of the WTO
9
. The 

programme builds on the Special 

Framework of Assistance (SFA) for 

traditional ACP suppliers of bananas. It is 

in conformity with the EU's international 

obligations in the framework of the WTO 

and has a clear restructuring and hence 

temporary nature, with a maximum 

duration of four years (2010-2013), 

(5) The programme should accompany the 

adaptation process in ACP countries which 

have exported significant volumes of 

bananas to the EC in recent years and 

which will be affected by liberalisation in 

the framework of the WTO
9
 and by the 

bilateral and regional agreements 

concluded, or in the process of being 

concluded, between the EU and Latin 

American countries. The programme 

builds on the Special Framework of 

Assistance (SFA) for traditional ACP 

suppliers of bananas. It is in conformity 

with the EU’s international obligations in 

the framework of the WTO, focuses on 

restructuring and boosting 

competitiveness, and is consequently 

temporary in nature, with a duration of 

four years (2010-2013). 

Or. fr 

Justification 

The Commission recently concluded (Colombia/Peru), or is in the process of concluding 

(Central America), bilateral trade agreements that go even further towards dismantling the 

banana customs tariff negotiated at the WTO in December 2009. Those customs concessions 

will thus have a lasting impact on ACP countries still exporting bananas and competing with 

MFN countries that are by far the leaders on this market. The EU must therefore, via this 
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financial instrument, provide priority support to the competitiveness of ACP countries still 

exporting bananas, while also enabling countries wishing to do so to escape their dependence 

on this product, restructure and diversify part of their economy. Lastly, in line with the 

written undertaking given by the Commission to Cameroon’s Minister for Trade (the ACP 

coordinator for bananas) and depending on the circumstances of the ACP banana industry 

come 2013, consideration should be given to maintaining this type of instrument in order to 

respond to the consequences of the reduction in customs duties. 

 

 

 


