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12.4.2012 A7-0086/2 

Amendment  2 

Richard Howitt 

on behalf of the S&D Group 

 

Report A7-0086/2012 

Richard Howitt 

Annual Report on Human Rights in the World and the European Union’s policy on the matter, 

including implications for the EU’s strategic human rights policy 

2011/2185(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 3 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

3. Stresses, too, that the Union’s policies 

should also be consistent and exemplary 

within the EU, as well as coherent and in 

line with fundamental values and principles 

in order to maximise the EU’s credibility 

globally and the effectiveness of human 

rights policies; 

3. Stresses, too, that the Union’s policies 

should also be consistent and exemplary 

within the EU, as well as coherent and in 

line with fundamental values and principles 

in order to maximise the EU’s credibility 

globally and the effectiveness of human 

rights policies; insists that a clear 

indication that the recommendations 

made in the 2007 Fava report on the 

transportation and illegal detention of 

prisoners be implemented, and welcomes 

the initiative of drawing up a follow-up 

report of Parliament; considers it 

regrettable that, despite the explicit call 

made by Parliament in the 

abovementioned report, a number of 

Member States have failed to address fully 

and openly their complicity in the 

worldwide violation of human rights that 

took place in the context of the US 

rendition and secret detention 

programme, and in the accompanying 

domestic human rights violations; 

believes this situation to be a grave and 

serious impediment to the EU’s promotion 

of human rights in the world and to its 

claims to moral authority; calls on the EU 

institutions to maintain pressure on 

Member States for full and open 

investigations; stresses the importance of 

continuing work on accountability in 



 

AM\898658EN.doc  PE486.747v01-00 

EN United in diversity EN 

relation to secret detention in the context 

of countering terrorism; 

Or. en 
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12.4.2012 A7-0086/3 

Amendment  3 

Richard Howitt 

on behalf of the S&D Group 

 

Report A7-0086/2012 

Richard Howitt 

Annual Report on Human Rights in the World and the European Union’s policy on the matter, 

including implications for the EU’s strategic human rights policy 

2011/2185(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 42 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

42. Stresses again the importance of 

choosing priority countries for election 

observation missions on the basis of a 

mission’s potential for impact on the 

promotion of genuine long-term 

democratisation; 

42. Stresses again the importance of 

choosing priority countries for election 

observation missions on the basis of a 

mission’s potential for impact on the 

promotion of genuine long-term 

democratisation, as in the cases of East 

Timor in 2007 and Sudan, Ukraine and 

Kyrgyzstan in 2010; regrets, in contrast, 

the decision to send an EU election 

observation mission to Ethiopia in 2010 

after the manifestly perverted electoral 

process of 2005, since both missions were 

prevented by the authoritarian Ethiopian 

government from delivering their final 

recommendation reports in the country, 

and there was no follow-up whatsoever;  

Or. en 
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12.4.2012 A7-0086/4 

Amendment  4 

Richard Howitt 

on behalf of the S&D Group 

 

Report A7-0086/2012 

Richard Howitt 

Annual Report on Human Rights in the World and the European Union’s policy on the matter, 

including implications for the EU’s strategic human rights policy 

2011/2185(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 64 a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

  64a. Reiterates its call on the VP/HR and 

the Member States to work towards a 

strong EU common position on the 

follow-up to the fact-finding mission on 

the Gaza conflict, publicly demanding the 

implementation of its recommendations 

and accountability for all violations of 

international law, regardless of the 

alleged perpetrator, through the conduct 

of independent, impartial, transparent 

and effective investigations; takes the view 

that there can be no effective Middle East 

peace process without accountability and 

justice; 

Or. en 
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12.4.2012 A7-0086/5 

Amendment  5 

Richard Howitt 

on behalf of the S&D Group 

Andrzej Grzyb 

on behalf of the PPE Group 

 

Report A7-0086/2012 

Richard Howitt 

Annual Report on Human Rights in the World and the European Union’s policy on the matter, 

including implications for the EU’s strategic human rights policy 

2011/2185(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 73 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

73. Reiterates that the EU is opposed to the 

death penalty in all circumstances, and 

calls on the EU to continue using 

cooperation and diplomacy towards the 

abolition of the death penalty in all 

possible forums worldwide, in line with the 

EU Guidelines on the Death Penalty, and 

also to ensure that the right to a fair trial is 

fully respected for each and every person 

facing execution, without the use of torture 

and other ill-treatment used to extract 

confessions; recalls that the EU is the lead 

donor to civil society organisations which 

fight against the death penalty; asks the 

Commission to keep this cruel and 

inhuman punishment as a thematic priority 

under the EIDHR; 

73. Reiterates that the EU is opposed to the 

death penalty in all circumstances, and 

calls on the EU to continue using 

cooperation and diplomacy towards the 

abolition of the death penalty in all 

possible forums worldwide, in line with the 

EU Guidelines on the Death Penalty, and 

also to ensure that the right to a fair trial is 

fully respected for each and every person 

facing execution, without the use of torture 

and other ill-treatment used to extract 

confessions; in the countries where, 

despite the efforts of the EU and others, 

the death penalty is still used, calls for 

respect for the basic human rights of 

condemned people, including full access 

to information on their situation, at least 

for family and close relatives, respect for 

the body and the right to a proper funeral; 

condemning the recent executions in 

Belarus of Dźmitryj Kanawałau and 

Uładzisłaua Kawaliou, stresses that these 

basic rights were not respected, as the 

executions were carried out in secret, 

without the families’ knowledge and 

without the possibility of retrieving the 

bodies in order to bury them in a 

respectful manner; recalls that the EU is 
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the lead donor to civil society organisations 

which fight against the death penalty; asks 

the Commission to keep this cruel and 

inhuman punishment as a thematic priority 

under the EIDHR; 

Or. en 
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12.4.2012 A7-0086/6 

Amendment  6 

Richard Howitt 

on behalf of the S&D Group 

 

Report A7-0086/2012 

Richard Howitt 

Annual Report on Human Rights in the World and the European Union’s policy on the matter, 

including implications for the EU’s strategic human rights policy 

2011/2185(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Subheading 18 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

Human rights, freedom of religion, and the 

persecution of Christians in the world 

Human rights, and freedom of religion, 

conscience and belief 

Or. en 
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12.4.2012 A7-0086/7 

Amendment  7 

Richard Howitt 

on behalf of the S&D Group 

 

Report A7-0086/2012 

Richard Howitt 

Annual Report on Human Rights in the World and the European Union’s policy on the matter, 

including implications for the EU’s strategic human rights policy 

2011/2185(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 108 a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

  108a. Commends the Council, the EEAS, 

the VP/HR, the Commission and the 

Member States on their engagement in 

favour of LGBT people’s human rights in 

bilateral relations with third countries, in 

multilateral forums, and through the 

EIDHR; welcomes the reintroduction by 

the UN General Assembly of sexual 

orientation as grounds for protection from 

extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary 

execution, and welcomes the EU’s efforts 

to this end; calls on the Commission to 

advocate the withdrawal of gender identity 

from the list of mental and behavioural 

disorders in the negotiations on the 11th 

version of the International Classification 

of Diseases (ICD-11) and to seek a non-

pathologising reclassification; reasserts 

that the principle of non-discrimination, 

also embracing grounds of sex and sexual 

orientation, must not be compromised in 

the ACP-EU partnership; reiterates its 

request that the Commission produce a 

comprehensive roadmap against 

homophobia, transphobia and 

discrimination on grounds of sexual 

orientation and gender identity, also 

addressing human rights violations on 

these grounds in the world; calls on the 

Member States to grant asylum to people 
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fleeing persecution in countries where 

LGBT people are criminalised, taking into 

consideration applicants’ well founded 

fears of persecution, and relying on their 

self-identification as lesbian, gay, 

bisexual or transgender; 

Or. en 
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12.4.2012 A7-0086/8 

Amendment  8 

Richard Howitt 

on behalf of the S&D Group 

 

Report A7-0086/2012 

Richard Howitt 

Annual Report on Human Rights in the World and the European Union’s policy on the matter, 

including implications for the EU’s strategic human rights policy 

2011/2185(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 108 b (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

  108b. Welcomes the ‘toolkit’ adopted by 

the Council’s working party on human 

rights in 2010 with the aim of helping the 

EU institutions, the Member States, the 

delegations and other bodies to react 

swiftly when the human rights of LGBT 

people are violated; calls on the 

Commission to address the structural 

causes of such violations, and on the 

Council to work towards binding 

guidelines in this area; 

Or. en 
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12.4.2012 A7-0086/9 

Amendment  9 

Richard Howitt 

on behalf of the S&D Group 

 

Report A7-0086/2012 

Richard Howitt 

Annual Report on Human Rights in the World and the European Union’s policy on the matter, 

including implications for the EU’s strategic human rights policy 

2011/2185(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 118 a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

  118a. Regards Google’s decision to 

reconsider its business in China as a 

positive example of the difficult decisions 

facing ICT companies where human 

rights, in particular freedom of expression 

and the right to privacy, are at risk; 

invites ICT companies, in the wake of the 

Arab Spring, to integrate risk assessment 

procedures into their corporate strategies; 

Or. en 
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12.4.2012 A7-0086/10 

Amendment  10 

Richard Howitt 

on behalf of the S&D Group 

 

Report A7-0086/2012 

Richard Howitt 

Annual Report on Human Rights in the World and the European Union’s policy on the matter, 

including implications for the EU’s strategic human rights policy 

2011/2185(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 120 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

120. Notes that new technologies also 

allow witnesses and human rights 

defenders to collect information and share 

documentation of human rights abuses 

which may later be used to secure justice 

for victims; welcomes multi-stakeholder 

initiatives and codes of conduct such as the 

Global Network Initiative; notes however 

that democratic oversight and the defence 

and promotion of fundamental rights are 

core tasks of government; calls on the 

Commission to support the development 

and dissemination of digital security 

technologies to empower human rights 

defenders through secure collection, 

encryption and storage mechanisms for 

such sensitive records and the use of 

‘cloud’ technology to ensure such material 

cannot be discovered and deleted; 

120. Notes that new technologies also 

allow witnesses and human rights 

defenders to collect information and share 

documentation of human rights abuses 

which may later be used to secure justice 

for victims; welcomes multi-stakeholder 

initiatives and codes of conduct such as the 

Global Network Initiative; notes however 

that democratic oversight and the defence 

and promotion of fundamental rights are 

core tasks of government; calls on the 

Commission to support the development 

and dissemination of digital security 

technologies to empower human rights 

defenders through secure collection, 

encryption and storage mechanisms for 

such sensitive records and the use of 

‘cloud’ technology to ensure such material 

cannot be discovered and deleted; calls in 

particular on the Commission to examine 

and support the development of 

open-source technologies such as that 

developed by the Martus Project 

supported by the US Department of State; 

Or. en 
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12.4.2012 A7-0086/11 

Amendment  11 

Richard Howitt 

on behalf of the S&D Group 

 

Report A7-0086/2012 

Richard Howitt 

Annual Report on Human Rights in the World and the European Union’s policy on the matter, 

including implications for the EU’s strategic human rights policy 

2011/2185(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 146 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

146. Recognises that the Communication 

accepts the need for all counter-terrorism 

activities to be carried out in full 

compliance with international human 

rights, humanitarian and refugee law; 

stresses that this principle must form part 

of discussions on all new counter-terrorism 

measures within the EU and with partners 

in third countries; reaffirms that the EU 

counter-terrorism policy should 

specifically reference the prohibition of 

torture in the context of counter-terrorism, 

as recognised in the Council conclusions of 

29 April 2008; 

146. Recognises that the Communication 

accepts the need for all counter-terrorism 

activities to be carried out in full 

compliance with international human 

rights, humanitarian and refugee law; 

stresses that this principle must form part 

of discussions on all new counter-terrorism 

measures within the EU and with partners 

in third countries; believes that the EU 

must consistently raise with strategic 

partners all examples of non-compliant 

counter-terrorism measures and seek 

accountability for violations both within 

and outside the EU; reaffirms that the EU 

counter-terrorism policy should 

specifically reference the absolute 

prohibition of torture in the context of 

counter-terrorism, as recognised in the 

Council conclusions of 29 April 2008; 

Or. en 

 

 


