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MOTION FOR A EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT RESOLUTION

on the Implementation of the Single European Sky Legislation

(2012/2005(INI))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the report from the Commission to the European Parliament and the 
Council on the Implementation of the Single Sky legislation: time to deliver 
(COM(2011)0731),

– having regard to the communication from the Commission on governance and incentive 
mechanisms for the deployment of SESAR, the Single European Sky’s technological 
pillar (COM(2011)0923),

– having regard to the white paper ‘Roadmap to a Single European Transport Area - 
Towards a competitive and resource efficient transport system’ (COM(2011)0144),

– having regard to Rule 48 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Transport and Tourism and the opinion of 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs (A7-0254/2012),

A. whereas the implementation of the Single European Sky (SES) has already taken many 
positive steps forward;

B. whereas 2012 is expected to be a pivotal year for the implementation of the SES;

C. whereas the completion of the SES will lead to considerable economic, safety and 
environmental savings by creating a more sustainable aviation sector and a more effective 
air traffic management system at European level;

D. whereas the volume of air traffic is constantly increasing, resulting in insufficient capacity 
and an increase in delays for passengers, whilst airlines’ growth plans are also affected; 
whereas Europe’s airspace is among the busiest in the world, with over 750 million 
passengers using EU airports, and this figure is expected to double by 2030;

E. whereas the success of the SES depends on an integrated approach without individual 
Member States putting at risk its implementation as a whole;

F. whereas 4 December 2012 is the deadline for completion of implementation of Functional 
Airspace Blocks (FABs), but the latest reports indicate that the situation is far from 
complying with this provision of the SES legislation;

G. whereas according to Article 13(3) of Regulation (EU) No 691/2010, four months after 
the reception of the performance plans from the Member States the Commission should 
issue recommendations concerning the adoption of revised performance targets for those 
not consistent with the EU-wide targets;
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H. whereas currently the national Air Navigation Service Providers (ANSP) providing air 
traffic control services mirror the fragmented political geography of the continent, thus 
unfortunately creating inefficiencies and congestion;

I. whereas in order to complete the implementation of the SES it is necessary to take 
measures to achieve the EU’s air safety objectives, so as to improve current standards and 
ensure a uniformly high degree of safety for the public;

J. whereas other programmes such as Galileo and the Global Navigation Satellite System 
(GNSS) are swiftly moving ahead;

K. whereas the required funding and financial frameworks should be agreed as soon as 
possible;

Timeframe

1. Recognises the constraints that exist with regard to the implementation of the SES 
legislation; considers, nonetheless, that it is necessary to build significantly on the 
progress made so far, laying down binding timeframes for the implementation of the SES  
but also taking account of business considerations;2. Underlines the need to move 
quickly and to push ahead with the implementation of the SES legislation, as well as with 
the performance scheme for air navigation services and network functions in particular;

3. Points out that the critical phase of deployment is on the horizon and must be tackled in a 
timely, synchronised and coordinated manner; 

4. Warns that the increase in air traffic means that Europe’s airspace is fast approaching its 
maximum capacity and that this problem needs to be urgently addressed, in order to 
guarantee high-quality air transport services for the European public and ensure that the 
impact on the environment and climate does not intensify;

5. Highlights the importance of airports as entry and exit points for the European network; 
calls for them to be fully taken into account in the development of the SES, including 
regional airports, given their role in helping remove network congestion and increase 
capacity;

6. Draws attention to the urgent need to implement the SES legislation successfully, in order 
to avoid increased congestion with ever heavier traffic flows and outdated technologies 
and ensure greater consistency in European air safety provisions;

7. Notes that maintaining Europe’s consistently high levels of safety and operational 
conditions is becoming more and more of a challenge; urges the Member States and the 
Commission to clarify the role of the relevant European bodies, so as to ensure that 
reliable and transparent international air safety standards are maintained;

8. Recalls the need to make Europe’s airspace as efficient as possible, from the viewpoint 
not only of economic advantages but also of environmental, energy and social benefits, 
including those to air passengers;
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9. Highlights the fact that in the Commission’s latest communication on the subject it was 
estimated that there could be a cumulative impact on EU GDP of EUR 419 billion during 
the period 2013-2030 in the EU-27, with 328 000 jobs being created directly or indirectly 
and a net saving in CO2 emissions of some 50 million tonnes, if there is a full and timely 
deployment of the Single European Sky Air Traffic Management Research (SESAR) 
technology;

10. Points out that, according to the Commission, the timely introduction of SESAR will bring 
practical benefits for passengers, resulting in flight times being shortened by  
approximately 10 % (or nine minutes), 50 % fewer flight cancellations and delays, and a 
possible reduction in air fares; stresses, however, that should the deployment of SESAR 
be delayed by ten years the overall impact would be catastrophic, since there would be a 
loss of around EUR 268 billion as a result of a reduced cumulative impact on EU GDP, 
with some 190 000 fewer jobs being created and some 55 million tonnes less saved in CO2 
emissions;

11. Notes that other key countries and regions are racing ahead in terms of research and 
developing innovative technology, and therefore regrets that the EU may lose its lead to 
other international players unless the implementation of the SES legislation is accelerated;

12. Takes the view that the proper functioning of the SES can only be assured if the various 
implementation dates are strictly honoured by all concerned;

13. Stresses that pilot programmes have been undertaken and that the results of these were 
positive;

14. Asks the Commission to report back to the Committee on Transport and Tourism on the 
progress made towards the implementation of the performance scheme by all ANSPs by 
December 2012;

15. Asks the Commission to report back to the Committee on Transport and Tourism on the 
progress made with regard to the implementation of the SES legislation by March 2013, 
including an evaluation of the consequences of the delays in implementing the FABs;

Political inputCOMPROMISE 8 (Ex AM 33( Or. FR) of FdR 
K:\tran\am\904\904822EN.doc){AM\FR\904822}+(Ex AM 34( Or. FR) of FdR 
K:\tran\am\904\904822EN.doc){AM\FR\904822}

16. Reminds the Member States that they have publicly committed themselves to achieving 
the goal of a Single European Sky, overwhelmingly supporting the relevant legislation, 
and insists that they must remain proactive and involved in the implementation of this 
legislation; calls on the Member States, in this connection, to submit national performance 
plans in line with EU performance targets, and to adopt the revised performance targets 
proposed by the Commission; calls on the Commission to initiate appropriate action in 
case of failure to meet the deadlines for the implementation of this legislation;

17. Recalls the objectives for aviation described in both the white paper on transport policy 
and the document ‘Flightpath 2050 - Europe’s Vision for Aviation - Report of the High 
Level Group on Aviation Research’;



PE483.494v02-00 6/17 RR\910222EN.doc

EN

18. Insists that enhanced priority should be accorded to this issue and that proactive political 
support on the part of the Member States and of all those involved is needed for the full 
and timely delivery of the SES;

19. Stresses that successful implementation of the SES legislation will have a positive and 
encouraging impact on competition throughout the EU and worldwide, fostering growth 
and employment, particularly in the aeronautics and aviation industries;

20. Regrets the fact that despite its considerable social and environmental benefits the SES 
project is not sufficiently known or understood by the public, and invites the Commission, 
the Member States and stakeholders to increase their public communication efforts;

21. Recognises the challenges of the European Air Traffic Managements (ATMs), and 
acknowledges the critical role of the human factor and of an efficient social dialogue in 
delivering the SES; recognises the need for continued emphasis on open reporting 
procedures; stresses that implementation of the SES will bring with it a strong demand for 
high-end and highly-skilled jobs;

22. Respects fully the sovereignty and national prerogatives of the Member States as regards 
ATMs relating to military and other state aircraft operations and training; notes the 
Member States’ commitment to ensuring that the concept of flexible use of airspace1 is 
fully and uniformly applied, and recognises the need to support their efforts to that end; 
highlights the fact that state aircraft include, in addition to military aviation, those on 
police, firefighting, coastguard, customs, civil protection and other missions, thus bringing 
a wide range of security and crisis management activities within the scope of their 
operations;

23. Believes that the successful implementation of the SES will bring benefits to the entire 
supply chain, including manufacturers, airlines, SMEs, the whole of the tourism sector, 
etc;

24. Remains extremely concerned that the creation of FABs across Europe is not only behind 
schedule but also lacks substance, and therefore, supports the efforts of the coordinator; 
highlights the importance of cooperation, coordination and political action by and between 
Member States in order to achieve the objective of implementing the FABs by 4 
December 2012; calls on the Commission to thoroughly monitor developments and, if 
necessary, take legal action, including sanctions, vis-à-vis Member States violating their 
obligations under the SES legislation;

25. Stresses that the creation of FABs needs to be understood not as a standalone requirement 
but as a means towards fulfilling the objectives of defragmenting Europe’s airspace and 
improving performance, and that without them the SES cannot be completed; asks the 
Commission to propose a strategy to accelerate the implementation of the FABs which 
includes the full implementation of centralised models (e.g. Network Manager, SESAR 
Joint Undertaking, Deployment Manager); calls on the Commission to make greater use of 
its cautioning methods, and, should these not succeed, take out infringement proceedings 

1 Statement by the Member States on military issues related to the Single European Sky of 10 March 2004,
OJ L 96, 31.3.2004, p. 9.
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against those Member States which have not yet signed the agreements for establishing 
their FABs;

26. Considers that the most effective and efficient way of creating the SES is by means of a 
top-down approach, and therefore asks the Commission, on the basis of the report referred 
to in paragraph 15, to propose measures to eliminate the consequences of the delay in the 
implementation of FABs, and to switch from the bottom-up to the top-down approach 
swiftly, in order to ensure that the objectives of the SES II legislative package are 
achieved;

27. Calls on the Member States to ensure that the issue of lack of resources, especially with 
regard to the National Supervisory Authority, is addressed swiftly at national political 
level;

28. Emphasises that in order to adequately fulfil their role in the SES, the National 
Supervisory Authorities must be functionally separate from the ANSPs and must exercise 
their powers impartially, independently and transparently;

29. Points out that it is important to call on the national ANSPs to be proactive in the 
implementation of the SES legislation;

30. Reaffirms that the safe, efficient and flexible use of airspace can only be achieved through 
close cooperation and coordination between civil and military users of airspace;

31. Invites the Member States, with the aid of the relevant European agencies, to focus on 
enhancing civil-military cooperation and coordination with neighbouring countries;

32. Insists that the Member States provide the necessary funding as soon as possible for the 
completion of the SES; welcomes the fact that the Commission has proposed that the SES 
and SESAR be treated as a horizontal priority for funding in the Connecting Europe 
Facility;

SESAR Deployment Strategy

33. Acknowledges that there has been substantial financial investment by both industry and 
the EU in research and development for the SESAR technology, and believes it is now 
time to put in place the measures necessary to reap the benefits of that investment with the 
implementation of the SES legislation;

34. Recalls the need for coordination between the schedule for implementation of the SES and 
the development and deployment phase of SESAR as part of the SES, as stated in 
Regulation (EC) No 1070/2009;

35. Insists that, despite the requisite major investment, a number of important and tangible 
benefits stem from harmonisation, including flight optimisation, fuel efficiency, noise 
reduction, less air pollution and a reduced impact on climate change, as well as the 
flexible and safe use of a less fragmented sky; highlights the efficiency that greater civil-
military coordination would achieve, since using joint infrastructure would result in cost-
cutting; emphasises that enhanced interoperability between Member States and the 
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realisation of FABs would also produce benefits in terms of crossborder operations;

36. Understands that the SESAR technology and the implementation of the SES are 
intrinsically related policies which need to be developed in order to reap full benefit, and 
therefore urges the industry to take the deployment phase of the SESAR project seriously;

37. Points out that the technologies have already been developed by the manufacturers and are 
currently available, which makes the successful implementation of SESAR an achievable 
goal;

38. Acknowledges that the business case for investment in SESAR technologies is stronger in 
larger and more congested hubs than in smaller regional airports or airports serving 
seasonal routes; maintains, however, that the performance of the overall network would be 
improved by a wider spread of SESAR capabilities, aided by public funding;

39. Believes there needs to be a globally coordinated approach in response to efforts to 
achieve standardisation, such as those being sought by the International Civil Aviation 
Organisation (ICAO), in order to ensure that existing and new technologies are 
interoperable worldwide and encourage the signature of cooperation protocols in the area 
of research and development;

40. Considers that, in order to allow ANSPs and other stakeholders to best develop their 
strategic partnerships and receive incentives for achieving their objectives, the 
performance pillar needs to be further promoted;

41. Stresses that the military community is a key actor in the SES context and should be fully 
involved at all levels and at a very early stage; recognises the progress made in the 
implementation of SES legislation, and urges the Member States to speed up their efforts 
to achieve coordination on the military side; while acknowledging the national 
specificities of civil-military relations, calls on the Member States to focus on enhancing 
civil-military cooperation and interoperability and apply best practice in that area;

42. Is of the opinion that there is a need to foster cooperation with neighbouring countries 
with a view to extending the SES beyond the borders of the EU;

43. Underlines the need for defragmentation of European airspace through the implementation 
of technological innovations, strengthening of the performance scheme for air navigation 
services, and implementation of the FABs on schedule so as to unleash the beneficial 
effects of the SES;

44. Commends the continued support of the Member States and the stakeholders who are 
helping achieve harmonisation of the interpretation and implementation of the SES 
legislation;

45. Supports the public-private partnership (PPP) approach, as this can create a win-win 
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situation for all when structured and executed appropriately and effectively, on a basis of 
working together with incentives and commitment;

46. Insists that the implementation of the SES legislation will be highly beneficial to all 
stakeholders, with, for instance, reduced user charges that are passed on to the end

consumer, i.e. the passenger;

47. Believes there should be close cooperation at all times and no conflict between the bodies 
responsible for the implementation of the SES;

48. Calls for the preparations for a legislative proposal on the future role of the SESAR Joint 
Undertaking to be completed in good time so that it can continue its current role well into 
the future, as it has a vital part to play in ensuring the success of the SES; stresses the 
efforts made so far to demonstrate its effectiveness;

49. Urges the Commission to rapidly set up the governance, incentive and financial 
mechanisms, including public funding, that are needed to ensure the timely and effective 
deployment of SESAR technologies, involving the relevant authorities and stakeholders 
and paying particular attention to the implementation of innovative financial instruments;

50. Notes that, while military and civil-military expertise is present at different levels within 
the various stakeholder institutions such as the Single Sky Committee, Eurocontrol and 
the SESAR Joint Undertaking, there is still a need for a coordinated and comprehensive 
analysis of the implications of SES/SESAR for the military; notes the need to include the 
European Union Military Committee (EUMC) in this process, as this will ensure that 
defence chiefs are adequately informed;

51. Recognises, in this regard, the natural roles of the European Defence Agency (EDA) as a 
bridge between the defence community and the Commission and as a facilitator between 
military stakeholders; is in favour of strengthening the EDA’s role in building political 
awareness, networking, assisting with the deployment phase of SESAR and supporting 
Member States in financial and operational risk analysis; notes that the EDA is well 
placed to contribute to future SES challenges, for example in the field of equipment and 
training; welcomes the decision by Member States to involve the EU Military Staff 
(EUMS) in supporting the EDA in connection with SESAR; welcomes the establishment 
of the SES/SESAR Military Implementation Forum facilitated by the EDA, and 
encourages its further effective continuation, as it has the strong merit of bringing all 
relevant actors in the defence community to the table; emphasises that cooperation with 
NATO is indispensable and welcomes ongoing developments in this regard;

52. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council and the Commission.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

This report sets out to address the recent Commission Report on ‘The Implementation of 
the Single Sky Legislation: time to deliver’. Although there have already been many 
positive steps in the right direction, there is still a long way to go and 2012 is expected to 
be a pivotal year for the implementation of the SES.

Timeframe

Your Rapporteur is particularly concerned with the timing aspects of the implementation 
of the SES legislation. She recognises that there have been constraints in the past and that 
there are currently still many challenges that lie ahead. However, the progress made so far 
needs to increase, not only significantly but also rapidly. Air traffic is fast approaching its 
maximum capacity and as time passes, the problem continues to grow. Increasingly, there 
is a relative sense of urgency with regards to the need to successfully implement the SES 
legislation in order to avoid possible safety or operational risks with ever heavier traffic 
flows and outdated technologies.

Furthermore, the benefits of a full and timely implementation of the SES are too great to 
ignore. In the Commission’s latest communication on the issue, it detailed the following 
results of a study by the Single European Sky Air Traffic Management Research (SESAR) 
Joint Undertaking on ‘The Macro-economic Impact of SESAR’.
If SESAR is deployed according to plan, the estimations are very promising. It is expected 
that there will be: - a cumulative impact on EU GDP of €419 billion

- 328 thousand jobs created
- 50 million tons of CO2 saved

Should the deployment be delayed by 10 years, the overall impact would be catastrophic: 
- 30% less cumulative impact on EU GDP
- 58% fewer jobs created
- 110% less CO2 saved

For these reasons alone, it is clear why it is so pressing to make Europe’s airspace as 
efficient as possible, not only for economic gains but also for potential benefits on growth, 
job creation and the environment. Your Rapporteur believes it is simply good business.

It is also a concern for your Rapporteur that the EU may lose its lead in terms of research 
and technology to other international players if the implementation of the SES does not 
accelerate. This is why she believes that the proper functioning of the SES can only be 
assured if the various implementation dates are honoured.

Lastly, your Rapporteur asks the European Commission and the Member States to report 
back to her and the Transport and Tourism Committee by June 2013 on their progress 
with the implementation of the SES legislation.

Political Input

Your Rapporteur would like to take this opportunity to remind the Member States of their 
public commitment towards reaching the goal of a Single European Sky. 10 years ago, 
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this Parliament and the Council overwhelmingly supported the principle of the SES and at 
the time, strong commitment was expressed. Therefore, the Member States should remain 
proactive and involved in the implementation of the SES legislation at this key 
implementation stage. Given the importance of this issue, the national political priorities 
should reflect the support from the Member States.

The potential for increased competition and growth are benefits that the full and timely 
implementation of the SES would bring to European and worldwide business. In the 
current difficult economic crisis, these advantages are substantial for Member States, as 
are the positive impacts on the economy, employment and the environment as discussed in 
the previous section. The benefits will extend to the entire supply chain, including 
manufacturers, airlines, SMEs, and sectors such as Tourism, etc.

Although there are concerns regarding the restructuring of Europe’s air traffic 
management industry, your Rapporteur is confident that the implementation of the SES 
will bring with it a strong demand for high end, high skilled and high paid jobs. Currently, 
the fundamental processes of air traffic control have barely evolved since World War II 
and it remains essentially a craft. Controllers still have a mental map of individual aircraft 
positions, headings and speed within the sector of airspace they are controlling. They are 
still certified, ‘rated’ and licensed to operate only one or a few such sectors. They continue 
to communicate instructions to pilots by radio voice communication. The SES, SESAR 
and the FABs offer the possibility to move to a more modernized and automated industry. 
This would allow controllers to be a more mobile workforce, able to sell their talents 
widely - as pilots increasingly do now - and thus contribute to a more flexible, robust and 
innovative industry.

Your Rapporteur regrets that the situation is not equal across Member States, as a 
balanced and homogenous approach to implementation of the legislation is one of the 
main principles behind the SES. Especially with regards to the FABs, it is very worrying 
to see that their creation is behind schedule across Europe. Also, certain Member States 
need to address the problem of lack of resources that have been echoed throughout the 
industry stakeholders and to help persuade the national ANSPs to be proactive in the 
implementation of the SES legislation.

The cooperation with neighbouring countries is an important aspect of the SES as well as 
civil-military cooperation. Your Rapporteur calls on political support at national level to 
focus on enhancing these areas of cooperation.

Finally, your Rapporteur reiterates that an agreement on the next level of funding is 
forthcoming.

Deployment Strategy

The financial investment in Research and Development for the SES, the FABs and the 
SESAR technology so far has been substantial. Your Rapporteur believes that now is the 
time to put in place the measures necessary to reap the benefits of that investment with the 
successful and timely implementation of the SES. Without the SESAR technology, the 
implementation of the SES would simply not be possible and therefore the industry needs 
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to take the deployment phase of this project seriously. As the technologies are already 
available from the manufacturers, the implementation of the SES is an achievable goal. 
Furthermore, the success of the Pilot Programmes also demonstrates that the theory can 
work in practice. Although your Rapporteur recognises this is not without cost, it now 
needs to be rapidly deployed. What’s more, a globally coordinated approach is needed to 
ensure that the new technologies are interoperable worldwide.

A strong partnership is necessary to achieve the synchronised implementation of the SES 
legislation with all players and all Member States, including the cooperation with 
neighbouring countries as well.

One of the main challenges that your Rapporteur believes needs addressing is the 
defragmentation of the European airspace. The industry providing air traffic control 
strictly mirrors the geographical boundaries of their countries, each of which have at least 
one Air Navigation Service Provider (ANSP). This fragmented national approach needs to 
be replaced by FABs to increase efficiency and reduce congestion.

Your Rapporteur would like to commend the continued support of the Member States and 
the stakeholders who are helping to achieve the harmonisation of the interpretation of the 
SES legislation and its implementation. The benefits will affect all stakeholders, including 
the end consumer, i.e. the passenger, through the reduced user charges.

Furthermore, your Rapporteur supports the public private partnership (PPP) approach as 
this is a win-win situation for all throughout the whole supply chain, using incentives to 
encourage commitment, and bringing numerous socio-economic benefits.

Lastly, it is important to make sure there is no conflict between the bodies responsible for 
the implementation of the SES. Quite the contrary, there should be close cooperation at all 
times. What’s more, your Rapporteur believes that the SESAR Joint Undertaking body is 
vital to the success of the SES and should continue its role well into the future. The 
European Commission should rapidly set up the appropriate governance and incentive 
mechanisms that will ensure the timely and effective deployment of SESAR technologies, 
involving the relevant authorities and stakeholders.
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25.6.2012

OPINION OF THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS

for the Committee on Transport and Tourism

on the implementation of the Single European Sky legislation
(2012/2005(INI))

Rapporteur: Evgeni Kirilov

SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Transport and Tourism, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Reaffirms that the safe, efficient and flexible use of airspace can only be achieved through 
close cooperation and coordination between civil and military users of airspace;

2. Respects fully the sovereignty and national prerogatives of the Member States as regards 
Air Traffic Management (ATM) relating to military and other state aircraft operations and 
training; notes the Member States’ commitment to ensuring that the concept of flexible 
use of airspace1 is fully and uniformly applied and recognises the need to support their 
efforts to that end; highlights the fact that state aircraft include, in addition to military 
aviation, those on police, fire-fighting, coast guard, customs, civil protection and other 
missions, thus bringing a wide range of security and crisis management activities within 
the scope of their operations;

3. Stresses that the military community is a key actor in the Single European Sky (SES) 
context and should be fully involved at all levels and at a very early stage; recognises the 
progress made in the implementation of SES legislation and urges the Member States to 
speed up their efforts to achieve coordination on the military side; while acknowledging 
the national specificities of civil-military relations, calls on the Member States to focus on 
enhancing civil-military cooperation and interoperability and apply best practices in that 
area;

4. Notes that, while military and civil military expertise is present at different levels within 

1 Statement by the Member States on military issues related to the Single European Sky of 10 March 2004,
OJ L 96, 31.3.2004, p. 9.
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the various stakeholder institutions such as the Single Sky Committee, EUROCONTROL 
and the SESAR Joint Undertaking, there is still a need for coordinated and comprehensive 
analysis of the implications of SES/SESAR for the military; notes the need to include the 
European Union Military Committee (EUMC) in the process, as this will ensure that 
defence chiefs are adequately informed;

5. Recognises in this regard the natural roles of the European Defence Agency (EDA) as a 
bridge between the defence community and the Commission and as a facilitator between 
military stakeholders; is in favour of strengthening the EDA’s role in building political 
awareness, networking, assisting with the deployment phase of SESAR and supporting 
Member States in financial and operational risk analysis; notes that the EDA is well 
placed to contribute to future SES challenges, for example in the field of equipment and 
training; welcomes the decision by Member States to involve the EU Military Staff 
(EUMS) in supporting the EDA in connection with SESAR; welcomes the establishment 
of the SES/SESAR Military Implementation Forum facilitated by the EDA and 
encourages its further effective continuation, as it has the strong merit of bringing all 
relevant actors in the defence community to the table; emphasises that cooperation with 
NATO is indispensable and welcomes ongoing developments in this regard;

6. Calls for an urgent and thorough assessment of the impact of the SES legislation on 
military aviation, which should also take into account the associated financial and 
operational risks and the cost of delay or non-synchronisation, and notes the EDA’s 
preliminary work in this area; regrets that the high-level risk analysis report regarding the 
impact of SES has been delayed and calls on the EDA and the defence ministries to 
conclude it as soon as possible; asks the EDA to inform Parliament on its outcome; 
highlights the significant financial burden projected for the military in investments for 
SESAR deployment by airspace users, airport operators and Air Navigation Service 
Providers (ANSPs); urges the Commission to fully involve the EDA in any future ex ante 
assessments of Union legislation and actions that have a bearing on military capabilities or 
fall within the defence field and to inform Parliament accordingly;

7. Insists that, despite the requisite major investment, there are a number of important and 
tangible benefits stemming from harmonisation, including flight optimisation, fuel 
efficiency, reduction of noise, air pollution and climate change, and the flexible and safe 
use of a less fragmented sky; highlights the efficiency that greater civil-military 
coordination would achieve, as using joint infrastructure would result in cost-cutting; 
emphasises that enhanced interoperability between Member States and the realisation of 
Functional Airspace Blocks (FABs) would also produce benefits in terms of cross-border 
operations;

8. Points out that the critical phase of deployment is on the horizon and must be tackled in a 
timely, synchronised and coordinated manner; stresses that the major challenge for the 
military is to finance implementation and invest early in new technology; draws attention 
to the fact that ways and means should be found swiftly to address this challenge; asks the 
EDA and the Commission to assist Member States in upgrading their non-EU 
manufactured state aircraft and to secure at the same time high standards of protection of 
key enabling technologies and the know-how of EU industries; requests type-approval, 
insofar as this is possible, for existing military technologies that meet SES requirements, 
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since this would generate major savings for defence ministries; asks the Commission to 
find ways to fund directly or co-finance projects that have an impact on military aviation 
in this regard out of the EU budget in order to guarantee the timely deployment of SESAR 
by the military.
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