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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION
on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning certain procedures for applying the Stabilisation and Association Agreement between the European Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of Serbia, of the other part, and for applying the Interim Agreement between the European Community, of the one part, and the Republic of Serbia, of the other part
(COM(2011)0938 – C7‑0010/2012 – 2011/0465(COD))
(Ordinary legislative procedure: first reading)
The European Parliament,

–
having regard to the Commission proposal to Parliament and the Council (COM(2011)0938),

–
having regard to Article 294(2) and Article 207 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, pursuant to which the Commission submitted the proposal to Parliament (C7‑0010/2012),

–
having regard to Article 294(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

–
having regard to Rule 55 of its Rules of Procedure,

–
having regard to the report of the Committee on International Trade (A7-0273/2012),

1.
Adopts its position at first reading hereinafter set out;

2.
Calls on the Commission to refer the matter to Parliament again if it intends to amend its proposal substantially or replace it with another text;

3.
Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council, the Commission and the national parliaments.

<RepeatBlock-Amend><Amend>Amendment

<NumAm>1</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation </DocAmend>
<Article>Recital 4</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(4) In order to ensure uniform conditions for the implementation of the Interim Agreement and the SAA, implementing powers should be conferred on the Commission. Those powers should be exercised in accordance with Regulation (EU) No 182/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 February 2011 laying down the rules and general principles concerning mechanisms for control by Member States of the Commission's exercise of implementing powers. Given that the implementing measures form part of the common commercial policy, the examination procedure should be used for their adoption. Where the Interim Agreement and the SAA foresee the possibility, in exceptional and critical circumstances, to apply forthwith measures necessary to deal with the situation, the Commission should adopt immediately such implementing acts.
	(4) In order to ensure uniform conditions for the implementation of the Interim Agreement and the SAA, implementing powers should be conferred on the Commission. Those powers should be exercised in accordance with Regulation (EU) No 182/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 February 2011 laying down the rules and general principles concerning mechanisms for control by Member States of the Commission's exercise of implementing powers.  


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment

<NumAm>2</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital 4 a (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(4a) It is appropriate that the advisory procedure be used for the adoption of immediate measures in case of exceptional and critical circumstances given the effects of these measures and their sequential logic in relation to the adoption of definitive measures. Where a delay in the imposition of measures would cause damage which would be difficult to repair it is necessary to allow the Commission to adopt immediately applicable provisional measures.


<TitreJust>Justification</TitreJust>
On duly justified imperative grounds of urgency the Commission must be able to adopt immediately applicable implementing acts as fast as possible. Therefore the advisory procedure is the correct choice. 

</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment

<NumAm>3</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation </DocAmend>
<Article>Recital 4 b (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(4b) The Commission should adopt immediately applicable implementing acts where, in duly justified cases relating to exceptional and critical circumstances arising within the meaning of Article 26(5)(b) and Article 27(4) of the Interim Agreement, and thereafter Article 41(5)(b) and Article 42(4) of the SAA, imperative grounds of urgency so require.


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment

<NumAm>4</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital 5</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(5) The SAA and the Interim Agreement stipulate that certain agricultural and fishery products originating in Serbia may be imported into the Union at a reduced customs duty, within the limits of tariff quotas. It is therefore necessary to lay down provisions regulating the management of these tariff quotas.
	(5) The SAA and the Interim Agreement stipulate that certain agricultural and fishery products originating in Serbia may be imported into the Union at a reduced customs duty, within the limits of tariff quotas. It is therefore necessary to lay down provisions regulating the management and review of these tariff quotas in order to allow for their thorough assessment.


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment

<NumAm>5</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation </DocAmend>
<Article>Article 4</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	Amendments and technical adaptations to the provisions adopted pursuant to this Regulation rendered necessary by changes to the Combined Nomenclature codes and to the TARIC subdivisions or arising from the conclusion of new or modified Agreements under Article 218 Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union between the Union and the Republic of Serbia, shall be adopted in accordance with the procedure set out in Article 13(3) or, as the case may be, with respect to agricultural products the procedure set out in Article14(2).
	Amendments and technical adaptations to the provisions adopted pursuant to this Regulation rendered necessary by changes to the Combined Nomenclature codes and to the TARIC subdivisions or arising from the conclusion of new or modified Agreements under Article 218 Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union between the Union and the Republic of Serbia, and which shall not entail any substantive changes, shall be adopted in accordance with the examination procedure set out in Article 13(3) or, as the case may be, with respect to agricultural products the examination procedure set out in Article14(2).


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment

<NumAm>6</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation </DocAmend>
<Article>Article 13 - paragraph 3 a (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	3a. Where the opinion of the committee is to be obtained by written procedure, that procedure shall be terminated without result when, within the time-limit for delivery of the opinion, the chair of the committee so decides or a majority of committee members so request.


<TitreJust>Justification</TitreJust>
Pursuant to Regulation (EU) No 182/2011 the chair of an advisory or examination committee can order a written procedure in simple cases. The Regulation lays down that, except if otherwise provided, the written procedure may not be applied if a Member State objects.  In line with the Trade Omnibus I and II reports, the rapporteur proposes that the written procedure is to be terminated without result only if a qualified majority of Member States calls for this. It is important to encourage the use of the written procedure, which is significantly less costly and more efficient.

</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment

<NumAm>7</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation </DocAmend>
<Article>Article 14 - paragraph 3 a (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	3a. Where the opinion of the committee is to be obtained by written procedure, that procedure shall be terminated without result when, within the time-limit for delivery of the opinion, the chair of the committee so decides or a majority of committee members so request.


<TitreJust>Justification</TitreJust>
See the justification of AM 5. 

</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment

<NumAm>8</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation </DocAmend>
<Article>Article 15 - paragraph 2 </Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	2. Where reference is made to this paragraph, Article 8 of Regulation (EU) No 182/2011, in conjunction with Article 5 thereof, shall apply. 
	2. Where reference is made to this paragraph, Article 8 of Regulation (EU) No 182/2011, in conjunction with Article 4 thereof, shall apply. 


<TitreJust>Justification</TitreJust>
See the justification of AM 2. 

</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment

<NumAm>9</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation </DocAmend>
<Article>Article 15 - paragraph 2 a (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	2a. Where the opinion of the committee is to be obtained by written procedure, that procedure shall be terminated without result when, within the time-limit for delivery of the opinion, the chair of the committee so decides or a majority of committee members so request.


<TitreJust>Justification</TitreJust>
See the justification of AM 5. 

</Amend>
</RepeatBlock-Amend>
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

A Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA) between the European Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of Serbia, of the other part, was signed in Luxemburg on 29 April 2008. It will enter into force on the 1st day of the second month following the date on which the Parties notify each other that their respective ratification procedures have been completed.

The Interim Agreement (IA) between the European Community and the Republic of Serbia, signed on the same date to allow the early application of trade and trade-related provisions of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA), entered into force on 1 February 2010.

With the aim of the correct and smooth application of the IA, the Commission proposes an Implementing Regulation, to lay down rules and procedures for the adoption of detailed rules for the implementation of certain provisions of these Agreements.

This has been previously done for other SAAs and Interim Agreements with the Western Balkans´ countries, namely by means of:

· Council Regulation (EC) No 2248/2001 (EC/Croatia SAA and Interim Agreement), 

· Council Regulation (EC) No 153/2002 (EC/FYROM SAA and Interim Agreement), 
· Council Regulation (EC) No 1616/2006 (EC/Albania SAA and Interim Agreement),

· Council Regulation (EC) No 140/2008 (EC/Montenegro SAA and Interim Agreement) and 

· Council Regulation (EC) No 594/2008 (EC/Bosnia and Herzegovina SAA and Interim Agreement).

The above Regulations are part of the ongoing Trade Omnibus I Regulation (2011/0039(COD)). Trade Omnibus I aims and aligning the existing Regulations in the field of the Common Commercial Policy to the post-Lisbon regime of delegated acts and implementing acts (Art. 290 and 291 TFEU), taking into account the provisions of the horizontal Implementing acts Regulation (Regulation (EU) No 182/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 February 2011 laying down the rules and general principles concerning mechanisms for control by Member States of the Commission's exercise of implementing powers).

On 14 March 2012 the European Parliament adopted its first-reading position on Trade Omnibus I Regulation. 

Provisions of the above 5 Regulations regarding the implementing acts are to a great extent identical with those of the Commission proposal on the EC/Serbia SAA and Interim Agreement. The rapporteur is therefore convinced that the amendments to the provisions of the above 5 Regulations brought about by the Trade Omnibus I report should be mirrored in the amendments to the Commission proposal under examination. This way consistent and consequent position of the European Parliament on the issue would be ensured.

Therefore, for the sake of consistency of the trade legislation, the rapporteur proposes amendments which aim at aligning the amended provisions to the changes brought about by the Trade Omnibus I to the 5 Regulations concerning application of Stabilisation and Association Agreements and Interim Agreements with the other Western Balkans' countries.

PROCEDURE

	Title
	Procedures for applying the EC-Serbia Stabilisation and Association Agreement and the EC-Serbia Interim Agreement

	References
	COM(2011)0938 – C7-0010/2012 – 2011/0465(COD)

	Date submitted to Parliament
	10.1.2012
	
	
	

	Committee responsible

       Date announced in plenary
	INTA

2.2.2012
	
	
	

	Committee(s) asked for opinion(s)

       Date announced in plenary
	AFET

2.2.2012
	ECON

2.2.2012
	AGRI

2.2.2012
	PECH

2.2.2012

	Not delivering opinions

       Date of decision
	AFET

27.4.2012
	ECON

13.2.2012
	AGRI

24.1.2012
	PECH

24.1.2012

	Rapporteur(s)

       Date appointed
	Iuliu Winkler

29.2.2012
	
	
	

	Discussed in committee
	11.7.2012
	
	
	

	Date adopted
	18.9.2012
	
	
	

	Result of final vote
	+:

–:

0:
	29

1

0

	Members present for the final vote
	William (The Earl of) Dartmouth, Laima Liucija Andrikienė, John Attard-Montalto, Nora Berra, David Campbell Bannerman, María Auxiliadora Correa Zamora, Harlem Désir, Christofer Fjellner, Metin Kazak, Franziska Keller, Bernd Lange, David Martin, Vital Moreira, Paul Murphy, Cristiana Muscardini, Franck Proust, Godelieve Quisthoudt-Rowohl, Niccolò Rinaldi, Helmut Scholz, Peter Šťastný, Robert Sturdy, Gianluca Susta, Henri Weber, Jan Zahradil, Paweł Zalewski

	Substitute(s) present for the final vote
	Amelia Andersdotter, George Sabin Cutaş, Syed Kamall, Ioannis Kasoulides, Maria Eleni Koppa, Marietje Schaake, Jarosław Leszek Wałęsa, Pablo Zalba Bidegain

	Substitute(s) under Rule 187(2) present for the final vote
	Emilio Menéndez del Valle

	Date tabled
	19.9.2012





<PathFdR>RR\913250EN.doc</PathFdR>

PE<NoPE>489.383</NoPE><Version>v02-00</Version>
EN
United in diversity
EN
PE<NoPE>489.383</NoPE><Version>v02-00</Version>
2/13
<PathFdR>RR\913250EN.doc</PathFdR>
EN
<PathFdR>RR\913250EN.doc</PathFdR>
13/13
PE<NoPE>489.383</NoPE><Version>v02-00</Version>

EN

