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	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	Article 33b

	
	Permanent cessation of fishing activities

	
	1. The EMFF may contribute to the financing of measures for permanent cessation of fishing activities only through scrapping of fishing vessels provided that:

	
	(a) it is included in the operational programme, as established in Article 20; and

	
	(b) the permanent cessation is foreseen as a tool in the action plan referred to in Art. 35 of the [Regulation on the Common Fisheries Reform] indicating that the fleet segment is not effectively balanced with fishing opportunities available to that segment.

	
	2. Support under paragraph 1 shall be granted to:

	
	(a) owners of Union fishing vessels registered as active which have carried out fishing activities at sea for at least 60 days per year during the last two calendar years preceding the date of submission of the application, or

	
	(b) fishermen who have worked at sea on board a Union fishing vessel concerned by the permanent cessation for at least 60 days per year during the last two calendar years preceding the date of submission of the application.

	
	3. The fisherman concerned shall effectively cease all fishing activities. The proof of the effective cessation of fishing activities shall be provided to the competent national authority by the beneficiaries of this support. The compensation shall be refunded on a pro rata temporis basis where a fisherman returns to a fishing activity within a period of less than one year from the date of submission of the application.

	
	4. Public support under this article may be granted until 31 December 2017.

	
	5. Support under this Article shall be paid only after the equivalent capacity has been permanently removed from the Union fishing vessel register  and the fishing licenses and authorisations have been also permanently withdrawn. The beneficiary of the support cannot register a new fishing vessel within five years following the receipt of the support.

	
	The reduction of capacity shall result in the permanent equivalent reduction of the capacity ceiling of the fleet segment.

	
	6. The total financial contribution from the EMFF to the measures referred to above shall not exceed the higher of the following two thresholds: EUR 3 million or 10 % of the Union financial assistance allocated by the Member State to Union priorities 1 and 2.
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	Article 37


	Article 37



	Innovation linked to the conservation of marine biological resources


	Innovation linked to the conservation of marine biological resources

	1. In order to contribute to the elimination of discards and by-catches and facilitate the transition to exploitation of living marine biological resources that restores and maintains populations of harvested species above levels which can produce the MSY, the EMFF may support projects aiming at developing or introducing new technical or organisational knowledge reducing impacts of fishing activities on the environment or achieving a more sustainable use of marine biological resources.
	1. In order to contribute to the elimination of discards and by–catches and facilitate the transition to exploitation of living marine biological resources that restores and maintains populations of harvested species above levels which can produce the MSY and to reduce the impact of fishing on the marine environment and the impact of protected predators, the EMFF may support schemes and projects that aim to develop, improve or introduce new technical or organisational knowledge reducing impacts of fishing activities on the environment, including improved fishing techniques and improved selectivity of fishing operations, or to achieve a more sustainable use of marine biological resources and coexistence with protected predators, based on an ecosystem-approach to fisheries management.
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	(eb) schemes for the compensation of damage to catches caused by mammals and birds  protected by the Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora or Council and European Parliament Directive 2009/147/EC of 30 November 2009 on the conservation of wild birds;
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