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	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	1. In addition to Article 134 of [Regulation (EU) No [...] laying down Common Provisions], the Commission may suspend, by means of an implementing act, all or part of the interim payments of the operational programme where:
	1. In addition to Article 134 of [Regulation (EU) No [...] laying down Common Provisions], the Commission may suspend, by means of an implementing act, all or part of the interim payments of the operational programme where:

	
	(a) there is a serious deficiency in the management and control system of the operational programme for which corrective measures have not been taken;

	
	(b) expenditure in a certified statement of expenditure is linked to a serious irregularity or other case of non compliance which has not been corrected;

	
	(c) the Member State has failed to take the necessary action to remedy the situation giving rise to an interruption under Article 118;

	
	(d) there is a serious deficiency in the quality and reliability of the monitoring system;

	the Commission has adopted a decision by means of an implementing act recognising that a Member State has failed to comply with its obligations under the Common Fisheries Policy. Such non compliance shall be liable to affect the expenditure contained in a certified statement of expenditure for which the interim payment is requested.
	(e) the Commission has adopted a decision by means of an implementing act recognising that a Member State has failed to comply with its obligations under the Common Fisheries Policy. Such non compliance shall be liable to affect the expenditure contained in a certified statement of expenditure for which the interim payment is requested;

	
	(f) the conditions referred to in Article 17(5) and Article 20(3) of Regulation (EU) No [...] laying down Common Provisions] are fulfilled.

	2. The Commission may lay down, by means of implementing acts adopted in accordance with the examination procedure referred to in Article 128(3), detailed rules on the payments which may be suspended. The amounts of those payments shall be proportionate to the nature and importance of the non-compliance by the Member State.
	2. The Commission may decide, by means of implementing act, to suspend all or part of interim payments after having given the Member State the opportunity to present its observations within a period of two months. The Commission may lay down, by means of implementing acts adopted in accordance with the examination procedure referred to in Article 151(3), detailed rules on the part of the payments which may be suspended. Those amounts shall be proportionate to the nature and importance of the deficiency, irregularity or non-compliance by the Member State.

	
	2a. The Commission shall decide, by means of implementing act to end the suspension of all or part of interim payments where the Member State has taken the necessary measures to enable the suspension to be lifted. Where such measures are not taken by the Member State, the Commission may adopt, by means of implementing act, a decision to apply financial corrections by cancelling all or part of the Union contribution to the operational programme in accordance with Articles 128 and Article 129.
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	Article 103a

	
	On-the-spot controls by the Commission

	
	1. Without prejudice to the controls carried out by Member States under national laws, regulations and administrative provisions or Article 287 of the Treaty, and any check organised under Article 322 of the Treaty, the Commission may organise on-the-spot controls in Member States with a view to verifying in particular:

	
	(a) compliance of administrative practices with Union rules;

	
	(b) the existence of the requisite supporting documents and their correlation with the operations financed by the EMFF;

	
	(c) the terms on which the operations financed by the EMFF have been undertaken and controlled.

	
	2. Persons delegated by the Commission to carry out on-the-spot controls or Commission agents acting within the scope of the powers conferred upon them shall have access to the books and all other documents, including documents and metadata drawn up or received and recorded on an electronic medium, relating to expenditure financed by the EMFF.

	
	4. The Commission shall give sufficient prior notice of an on-the-spot control to the Member State concerned or to the Member State within whose territory the control is to take place. Agents from the Member State concerned may take part in such controls.

	
	5. At the request of the Commission and with the agreement of the Member State concerned, additional controls or inquiries into the operations covered by this Regulation shall be undertaken by the competent bodies of that Member State. Commission agents or persons delegated by the Commission may take part in such controls.

	
	6. In order to improve controls, the Commission may, with the agreement of the Member States concerned, request the assistance of the authorities of those Member States for certain controls or inquiries.

	
	7. The Commission may, by means of implementing acts, adopted in accordance with the advisory procedure referred to in Article 151(2), lay down rules regarding the procedures to comply with when additional controls referred to in paragraphs 5 and 6 are carried out.
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	Article 104
	Article 104

	Access to information
	Access to information

	
	1. Member States shall make available to the Commission all information necessary for the smooth operation of the EMFF and shall take all appropriate measures to facilitate the controls which the Commission deems appropriate in connection with the management of Union financing, including on-the-spot controls.

	On request by the Commission Member States shall communicate to the Commission their laws, regulations and administrative provisions which they have adopted for implementing Union acts relating to the Common Fisheries Policy, where those acts have a financial impact on the EMFF.
	2. On request by the Commission Member States shall communicate to the Commission their laws, regulations and administrative provisions which they have adopted for implementing Union acts relating to the Common Fisheries Policy, where those acts have a financial impact on the EMFF.

	
	3. Member States shall make available to the Commission all information about irregularities and suspected fraud cases detected, and about the steps taken to recover undue payments in connection with those irregularities and frauds pursuant to Article 116.
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	Article 107
	Article 107

	Procedure
	Procedure

	
	1. Before taking a decision on a financial correction by means of implementing acts, the Commission shall open the procedure by informing the Member State of its provisional conclusions and requesting the Member State to submit its comments within two months.

	In addition to paragraph 2 of Article 137 of [Regulation (EU) No [...] laying down Common Provisions], where the Commission proposes a financial correction referred to in Article 106(2) the Member State shall be given the opportunity to demonstrate, through an examination of the documentation concerned, that the actual extent of the case of non compliance with CFP rules, and its link to the expenditure was less than the Commission's assessment.
	2. Where the Commission proposes a financial correction on the basis of extrapolation or at a flat rate, the Member State shall be given the opportunity to demonstrate, through an examination of the documentation concerned, that the actual extent of irregularity or other case of non compliance, including non compliance with CFP rules, was less than the Commission's assessment. In agreement with the Commission, the Member State may limit the scope of this examination to an appropriate proportion or sample of the documentation concerned. Except in duly justified cases, the time allowed for this examination shall not exceed a further period of two months after the two-month period referred to in paragraph 1.

	
	3. The Commission shall take account of any evidence supplied by the Member State within the time limits referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2.

	
	4. Where the Member State does not accept the provisional conclusions of the Commission, the Member State shall be invited to a hearing by the Commission, in order to ensure that all relevant information and observations are available as a basis for conclusions by the Commission on the application of the financial correction.

	
	5. In order to apply financial corrections the Commission shall take a decision, by means of implementing acts, within six months of the date of the hearing, or of receipt of additional information where the Member State agrees to submit such additional information following the hearing. The Commission shall take account of all information and observations submitted during the course of the procedure. If no hearing takes place, the six-month period shall begin to run two months after the date of the letter of invitation to the hearing sent by the Commission.

	
	6. Where irregularities affecting annual accounts sent to the Commission are detected by the Commission or by the Court of Auditors, the resulting financial correction shall reduce support from the EMFF to the operational programme.
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	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	1. The managing authority shall be responsible in accordance with Article 99(1)(b) for:
	1. The managing authority shall be responsible in accordance with Article 99(1)(b) to (d) for:

	(a) ensuring the establishment of a single website or a single website portal providing information on, and access to, the operational programme in each Member State;
	(a) ensuring the establishment of a single website or a single website portal providing information on, and access to, the operational programme in each Member State;

	(b) informing potential beneficiaries about funding opportunities under the operational programme;
	(b) informing potential beneficiaries about funding opportunities under the operational programme and the obligation to comply with the rules of the Common Fisheries Policy;

	(c) publicising to Union citizens the role and achievements of the EMFF through information and communication actions on the results and impact of Partnership Contracts, operational programmes and operations.
	(c) publicising to Union citizens the role and achievements of the EMFF through information and communication actions on the results and impact of Partnership Contracts, operational programmes and operations;

	
	(d) ensuring that a summary of measures towards ensuring the compliance with CFP rules including the cases of non-compliance by Member States or beneficiaries as well as the remedy actions such as financial corrections taken, is made publicly available.
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	2. Information and publicity measures for the public
	2. Information and publicity measures for the public

	2.1 Responsibilities of the Member State
	2.1 Responsibilities of the Member State

	1. The Member State shall ensure that the information and publicity measures aim at the widest possible media coverage using various forms and methods of communication at the appropriate level.
	1. The Member State shall ensure that the information and publicity measures aim at the widest possible media coverage using various forms and methods of communication at the appropriate level.

	2. The Member State shall be responsible for organising at least the following information and publicity measures:
	2. The Member State shall be responsible for organising at least the following information and publicity measures:

	(a) a major information activity publicising the launch of the operational programme;
	(a) a major information activity publicising the launch of the operational programme;

	(b) at least twice during the programming period major information activity which promotes the funding opportunities and the strategies pursued and presents the achievements of the operational programme; 
	(b) at least twice during the programming period major information activity which promotes the funding opportunities and the strategies pursued and presents the achievements of the operational programme; 

	(c) displaying the flag of the European Union in front of, or at a place visible to the public, at the premises of each managing authority;
	(c) displaying the flag of the European Union in front of, or at a place visible to the public, at the premises of each managing authority;

	(d) publishing electronically the list of operations in accordance with section 1;
	(d) publishing electronically the list of operations in accordance with section 1;

	(e) giving examples of operations, by operational programme, on the single website or on the operational programme's website that is accessible through the single website portal; the examples should be in a widely spoken official language of the European Union other than the official language or languages of the Member State concerned ;
	(e) giving examples of operations, by operational programme, on the single website or on the operational programme's website that is accessible through the single website portal; the examples should be in a widely spoken official language of the European Union other than the official language or languages of the Member State concerned;

	(f) a specific section of the single website shall be dedicated to give a short summary of innovation and eco-innovation operations;
	(f) a specific section of the single website shall be dedicated to give a short summary of innovation and eco-innovation operations;

	(g) updating information about the operational programme's implementation, including its main achievements, on the single website or on the operational programme's website that is accessible through the single website portal. 
	(g) updating information about the operational programme's implementation, including its main achievements, on the single website or on the operational programme's website that is accessible through the single website portal. 

	
	(h) A summary shall be published on an annual basis by 31 January, starting in 2016, on the cases of non-compliance committed by Member States and beneficiaries, as well as remedy actions including financial corrections carried out by Member States or by the Commission.

	3. Information measures for potential beneficiaries and beneficiaries
	3. Information measures for potential beneficiaries and beneficiaries

	3.1 Information measures for potential beneficiaries
	3.1 Information measures for potential beneficiaries

	1. The managing authority shall ensure that the operational programme's objectives and funding opportunities offered by the EMFF are disseminated widely to potential beneficiaries and all interested parties.
	1. The managing authority shall ensure that the operational programme's objectives and funding opportunities offered by the EMFF are disseminated widely to potential beneficiaries and all interested parties.

	2. The managing authority shall ensure that potential beneficiaries are informed on at least the following:
	2. The managing authority shall ensure that potential beneficiaries are informed on at least the following:

	(a) the conditions of eligibility of expenditure to be met in order to qualify for support under an operational programme;
	(a) the conditions of eligibility of expenditure to be met in order to qualify for support under an operational programme;

	(b) a description of the admissibility conditions for applications, procedures for examining applications for funding and of the time periods involved;
	(b) a description of the admissibility conditions for applications, procedures for examining applications for funding and of the time periods involved as well as the durability criteria for admissibility for operations;

	
	(ba) the possible financial consequences in case of non-compliance with the rules of the Common Fisheries Policy

	(c) the criteria for selecting the operations to be supported;
	(c) the criteria for selecting the operations to be supported;

	(d) the contacts at national, regional or local level that are able to provide information on the operational programmes;
	(d) the contacts at national, regional or local level that are able to provide information on the operational programmes;

	(e) that applications should propose communication activities, proportional to the size of the operation, in order to inform the public about the operation's aims and the EU support to the operation.
	(e) that applications should propose communication activities, proportional to the size of the operation, in order to inform the public about the operation's aims and the EU support to the operation.

	3.2. Information measures for beneficiaries
	3.2. Information measures for beneficiaries

	The managing authority shall inform beneficiaries that acceptance of funding constitutes an

acceptance of their inclusion in the list of operations published in accordance with Article

120(2).
	The managing authority shall inform beneficiaries that acceptance of funding constitutes an

acceptance of their inclusion in the list of operations published in accordance with Article

120(2).
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