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4.12.2013 A7-0418/7 

Amendment  7 

Marie-Christine Vergiat, Patrick Le Hyaric, Alda Sousa, Marisa Matias 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Report A7-0418/2013 

Eduard Kukan 

Human rights in the world 2012 and EU policy on the matter 

2013/2152(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 1 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

1. Considers human rights to be at the 

centre of the EU’s relations with all third 

countries, including its strategic partners; 

stresses that EU human rights policy needs 

to be consistent in complying with the 

Treaty obligations, ensuring coherence 

between internal and external policies and 

avoiding double standards in external 

policies; calls, therefore, for the adoption 

of EU Foreign Affairs Council Conclusions 

on human rights and strategic partners that 

would establish a common threshold for 

Member States and for EU officials in 

terms of the human rights concerns that 

they have to raise, as a minimum, with 

their strategic partner counterparts; 

1. Considers human rights to be at the 

centre of the EU’s relations with all third 

countries, including its strategic partners; 

stresses that EU human rights policy needs 

to be consistent in complying with the 

Treaty obligations, ensuring coherence 

between internal and external policies and 

avoiding double standards in external 

policies; regrets that the European 

Union's human rights policy is limited or 

even contradicted by diplomatic, political 

or economic considerations, leading to a 

practice of double standards, which 

damages all EU policies in this area and 

is in total contradiction with a universal 

vision of human rights; calls, therefore, 

for the adoption of EU Foreign Affairs 

Council Conclusions on human rights and 

strategic partners that would establish a 

common threshold for Member States and 

for EU officials in terms of the human 

rights concerns that they have to raise, as a 

minimum, with their strategic partner 

counterparts; 

Or. fr 
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4.12.2013 A7-0418/8 

Amendment  8 

Marie-Christine Vergiat, Patrick Le Hyaric, Alda Sousa, Marisa Matias 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Report A7-0418/2013 

Eduard Kukan 

Human rights in the world 2012 and EU policy on the matter 

2013/2152(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 1 a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 1 a. Reiterates the inalienable right of 

peoples to self-determination, without 

external interference in the political, 

economic and social life of third States; 

warns the Commission and the Member 

States again against any exploitation of 

the issue of human rights, which would 

undermine the very credibility of the 

European Union; 

Or. fr 
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4.12.2013 A7-0418/9 

Amendment  9 

Marie-Christine Vergiat, Patrick Le Hyaric, Alda Sousa, Marisa Matias, Paul Murphy, 

Inês Cristina Zuber, João Ferreira 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Report A7-0418/2013 

Eduard Kukan 

Human rights in the world 2012 and EU policy on the matter 

2013/2152(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 3 a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 3 a. Recognises that the current economic 

and financial crisis is having a dramatic 

social impact on people within and 

outside the European Union; notes that 

the various austerity plans adopted by the 

European Union and other international 

institutions, such as the IMF, have led to 

an erosion of civil liberties and social and 

democratic rights and a significant 

deterioration in living conditions, 

especially for the most vulnerable and 

fragile members of the population; 

Or. fr 
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4.12.2013 A7-0418/10 

Amendment  10 

Marie-Christine Vergiat, Patrick Le Hyaric, Alda Sousa, Marisa Matias, Paul Murphy, 

Inês Cristina Zuber, João Ferreira 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Report A7-0418/2013 

Eduard Kukan 

Human rights in the world 2012 and EU policy on the matter 

2013/2152(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 16 a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 16 a. Reiterates its condemnation of the 

practices of extraordinary rendition, 

secret prisons and torture that the United 

States took part in, with the active support 

of some Member States, which violated, 

inter alia, the right to liberty, to security, 

to humane treatment, the right not to be 

tortured, the right to the presumption of 

innocence, to a fair trial, to assistance 

from a lawyer and to equal protection 

before the law; regrets that the United 

States and those Member States have so 

far assumed no responsibility for their 

actions; calls for the immediate closure of 

the detention and torture centre of 

Guantanamo; 

Or. fr 
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4.12.2013 A7-0418/11 

Amendment  11 

Marie-Christine Vergiat, Patrick Le Hyaric, Alda Sousa, Marisa Matias, Paul Murphy 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Report A7-0418/2013 

Eduard Kukan 

Human rights in the world 2012 and EU policy on the matter 

2013/2152(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 16 b (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 16 b. Considers that the climate of 

impunity surrounding the CIA 

programme has allowed the fundamental 

rights violations committed in the context 

of the counter-terrorism policies of the 

Union and the United States to continue, 

as is evidenced by the mass espionage 

activities carried out under the US 

National Security Agency’s surveillance 

programme; calls for the immediate 

suspension of negotiations on the 

transatlantic trade and investment 

partnership with the United States and of 

all counter-terrorism cooperation 

agreements with the United States until 

such time as citizens’ rights are  

guaranteed; 

Or. fr 
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4.12.2013 A7-0418/12 

Amendment  12 

Marie-Christine Vergiat, Patrick Le Hyaric, Alda Sousa, Marisa Matias, Paul Murphy 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Report A7-0418/2013 

Eduard Kukan 

Human rights in the world 2012 and EU policy on the matter 

2013/2152(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 27 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

27. Supports the practice of including 

legally binding and non-negotiable human 

rights clauses in the EU‘s international 

agreements concluded with third countries, 

and considers that human rights clauses 

should also be systematically included in 

trade agreements; calls for effective 

monitoring of their application and 

reporting back to Parliament’s relevant 

committee on their assessment and 

suggested response; 

27. Stresses that although democracy and 

human rights clauses have been 

incorporated in political framework 

agreements with third countries since 

1995 and in agreements concluded with 

more than 120 countries, these clauses 

have for the most part remained a dead 

letter; supports the practice of including 

legally binding and non-negotiable human 

rights clauses in the EU‘s international 

agreements concluded with third countries, 

and considers that human rights clauses 

should also be systematically included in 

trade agreements; calls for effective 

monitoring of their application and 

reporting back to Parliament’s relevant 

committee on their assessment and 

suggested response; remains convinced 

that such clauses should in fact constitute 

a legally binding commitment by the EU 

and partner countries, and be supported 

by an operational enforcement 

mechanism to ensure that they are 

enforced; sees a need for ex ante 

monitoring mechanisms, which would be 

used prior to a framework agreement 

being concluded, and on which that 

conclusion would be dependent, as a basic 

feature of such agreements, as well as for 

ex post monitoring mechanisms enabling 

violations of these clauses to have 
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practical consequences, including the 

suspension of the agreement; 

Or. fr 
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4.12.2013 A7-0418/13 

Amendment  13 

Marie-Christine Vergiat, Patrick Le Hyaric, Alda Sousa, Marisa Matias 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Report A7-0418/2013 

Eduard Kukan 

Human rights in the world 2012 and EU policy on the matter 

2013/2152(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 37 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

37. Emphasises that the EU should give its 

full support to countries that have 

dislodged authoritarian regimes and are 

undergoing a transition to democracy by 

supporting civil society as a crucial actor in 

advocating the rule of law, accountability 

and transparency and in promoting social 

movements for political change and 

participation; recalls that the police, the 

military and the judiciary are often used as 

mechanisms to perform systematic 

violations of human rights; stresses, 

therefore, that institutional reform of these 

bodies needs to provide for greater 

accountability and transparency in 

transition processes; 

37. Emphasises that the EU should give its 

full support to countries that have 

dislodged authoritarian regimes and are 

undergoing a transition to democracy by 

supporting civil society as a crucial actor in 

advocating the rule of law, accountability 

and transparency and in promoting social 

movements for political change and 

participation; considers that, in view of its 

responsibilities and those of some of its 

Member States in the economic, social 

and political situation that led to the 

popular uprisings in the ‘Arab Spring’ 

countries, the European Union has a duty 

to help the institutions in those countries 

to carry out audits of their debts, and 

particularly their European debts, in 

order to ascertain what proportion of 

those debts illegitimately did not benefit 

the people of those countries, and that it 

also has a duty to do its utmost to ensure 

that those debts are swiftly written off; 

urges the EU and its Member States once 

more to make further significant efforts 

aimed at facilitating the return of 

misappropriated assets stolen by the 

former regimes to the people of ‘Arab 

Spring’ countries within a reasonable 

timeframe; is concerned that the 

partnership guidelines seem to follow the 

same lines as previous discussions; recalls 
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that the police, the military and the 

judiciary are often used as mechanisms to 

perform systematic violations of human 

rights; stresses, therefore, that institutional 

reform of these bodies needs to provide for 

greater accountability and transparency in 

transition processes; is concerned by the 

rising number of attacks on freedom of 

expression in a certain number of these 

countries and in Tunisia and Egypt in 

particular;  

Or. fr 
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4.12.2013 A7-0418/14 

Amendment  14 

Marie-Christine Vergiat, Patrick Le Hyaric, Alda Sousa, Marisa Matias, Paul Murphy 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Report A7-0418/2013 

Eduard Kukan 

Human rights in the world 2012 and EU policy on the matter 

2013/2152(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 47 a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 47 a. Condemns severely the inability of 

the European Union and its Member 

States and their partner countries to 

uphold the right of asylum and ensure 

rescue at sea; considers these immigration 

policies to be indicative of prejudice 

towards the inhabitants of the countries of 

the South; opposes restrictive visa policies 

vis-à-vis nationals of countries of the 

South; 

Or. fr 

 

 


