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1.7.2015 A8-0182/1 

Amendment  1 

Lola Sánchez Caldentey, Marie-Christine Vergiat, Sabine Lösing 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Report A8-0182/2015 

Jan Zahradil 

External impact of EU trade and investment policy on public-private initiatives outside the 

EU 

2014/2233(INI) 

Motion for a resolution (Rule 170(4) of the Rules of Procedure) replacing non-legislative 

motion for a resolution A8-0182/2015 

European Parliament resolution on the external impact of EU trade and investment 

policy on public-private initiatives in countries outside the EU 

The European Parliament, 

– having regard to the decision of 25 June 2014 by the UN Human Rights Council to 

establish a working group for the elaboration of an international legally binding 

instrument on transnational corporations and other business enterprises with respect to 

human rights, 

– having regard to the relevant ILO Conventions, 

– having regard to Rule 52 of its Rules of Procedure, 

A. whereas public-private partnerships (PPP) have been used mainly as a tool for market 

access, deregulation and liberalisation of public services and public procurement in 

third countries, especially developing countries, and for diverting official development 

assistance (ODA) to private companies;  

B. whereas the primary objective of EU development cooperation should be to reduce and 

eradicate poverty through the promotion of sustainable development and social justice;  

1. Rejects the PPP strategy as a mechanism mainly designed and used as a tool for market 

access, deregulation and liberalisation of public services and public procurement in 

third countries, especially developing countries, and for diverting development funds to 

private companies;  

2. Considers that a clear regulatory framework for the respect and reinforcement of social 

rights, protection of the environment, gender equality and respect for cultural diversity 

and the existence of strong and efficient public services are preconditions for the private 

sector and foreign direct investment (FDI) to contribute appropriately to decent job 

creation, protection of the local population’s welfare and economic development; 

3. Notes that the EU, as the world’s largest trading bloc, has a special responsibility in 
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poverty reduction and sustainable development;  

4. Condemns in particular the fact that PPP projects are opening up developing countries’ 

health sectors to the private sector, which means that scarce public funds are being 

diverted from primary healthcare services instead of strengthening universal public 

healthcare delivery systems, which has catastrophic consequences, as again revealed 

during the struggle against Ebola; 

5. Stresses the link between PPPs and the risk of debt unsustainability; notes that PPPs are 

often a way of transfering risk from rich private companies to taxpayers in poor 

countries; 

6. Warns that PPP projects make it impossible to achieve the goal of food sovereignty, as 

they harm small farmers by requiring developing countries to change their policies to 

facilitate the expansion of agribusiness and land grabbing in exchange for investment; 

7. Underlines the need for strong legislation in order to stop land grabbing, i.e. when large-

scale land acquisitions in developing countries result in serious violations of human 

rights, especially of indigenous people, and/or cause severe damage to the natural 

environment; 

8. Urges the EU to look for ways of strengthening corporate social responsibility and to 

establish a binding instrument to that end; 

9. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to support the UN working group 

established for the elaboration of an international legally binding instrument on 

transnational corporations and other business enterprises with respect to human rights, 

on which a resolution was adopted by the UN Human Rights Council in its 26th session 

on 26 June 2014; invites the competent EU authorities (DG Trade) to participate in the 

debate in a constructive manner so that it leads to a successful treaty in due time; 

10. Recalls that the EU is committed to promoting gender equality and ensuring gender 

mainstreaming in all its actions; calls for the gender dimension to be integrated into the 

planning and delivery of any public funding;  

11. Calls for greater transparency in finance to help combat corruption and illicit financial 

flows, including through the development of fair and effective tax systems; 

12. Calls on the Member States to honour the commitment to dedicate 0.7 % of GDP to 

official development assistance; 

13. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 

External Action Service, the United Nations Human Rights Council and the European 

Investment Bank. 

Or. en 
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