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2.9.2015 A8-0238/1 

Amendment  1 

Klaus Buchner 

on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 

 

Report A8-0238/2015 

Pablo Zalba Bidegain 

Protocol amending the Marrakesh agreement establishing the World Trade Organization 

(Trade facilitation agreement) 

2015/2067(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 1 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

1. Welcomes the results of the Ninth WTO 

Ministerial Conference in December 2013, 

where negotiations were concluded by the 

160 WTO members on the TFA; considers 

the TFA an important milestone, as it is the 

first multilateral agreement since the 

establishment of the WTO in 1995 and will 

create a blueprint for customs 

modernisation amongst the 161 WTO 

members; 

1. Welcomes the results of the Ninth WTO 

Ministerial Conference in December 2013, 

where negotiations were concluded by the 

160 WTO members on the TFA; considers 

the TFA an important milestone, as it is the 

first multilateral agreement since the 

establishment of the WTO in 1995; 

commends the willingness of developing 

countries to advance this part of the DDA 

agenda, which is mainly in the interests of 

industrialised countries; calls for the EU 

to more decisively support topics in the 

implementation of the DDA agenda which 

are of considerable interest to developing 

countries, in order to facilitate a balanced 

conclusion of the Round; 

Or. en 
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2.9.2015 A8-0238/2 

Amendment  2 

Klaus Buchner 

on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 

 

Report A8-0238/2015 

Pablo Zalba Bidegain 

Protocol amending the Marrakesh agreement establishing the World Trade Organization 

(Trade facilitation agreement) 

2015/2067(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 2 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

2. Emphasises that the EU remains in 

favour of the Bali Package decisions being 

fully and faithfully implemented by all 

WTO Members which would enable 

attention to be turned towards the 

successful conclusion of the negotiations 

under the Doha Development Agenda 

(DDA); 

2. Emphasises that the EU remains in 

favour of the Bali Package decisions being 

fully and faithfully implemented by all 

WTO Members which would enable 

attention to be turned towards the 

successful conclusion of the negotiations 

under the Doha Development Agenda 

(DDA); draws attention to the temporary 

nature of the Bali decision regarding 

Public Stockholding for Food Security 

Purposes; calls for the EU to support a 

permanent solution which takes adequate 

account of the reasons for which 

developing countries ask for the exclusion 

of food security measures from WTO 

rules; 

Or. en 
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2.9.2015 A8-0238/3 

Amendment  3 

Klaus Buchner 

on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 

 

Report A8-0238/2015 

Pablo Zalba Bidegain 

Protocol amending the Marrakesh agreement establishing the World Trade Organization 

(Trade facilitation agreement) 

2015/2067(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 3 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

3. Acknowledges the benefits that the 

implementation of this agreement will 

bring for developing countries given the 

contribution it will make to a more 

business-friendly environment, in 

particular for SMEs; emphasises, in 

particular, that the agreement ought to 

reduce uncertainty regarding market entry 

conditions and the costs of trade by 

between 12.5% and 17.5% (according to 

estimates – such as those by the OECD) if 

fully implemented, thus allowing 

consumers to access a larger and cheaper 

range of products and businesses to access 

new markets and improve their 

competitiveness by increasing efficiency 

and reducing unnecessary red tape and 

associated costs;  

3. Acknowledges the benefits that the 

implementation of this agreement will 

bring, in particular for exporters; 

emphasises, in particular, that the 

agreement ought to reduce uncertainty 

regarding the costs of trade, thus allowing 

businesses to improve their 

competitiveness by reducing red tape and 

associated costs;  

Or. en 
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2.9.2015 A8-0238/4 

Amendment  4 

Klaus Buchner 

on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 

 

Report A8-0238/2015 

Pablo Zalba Bidegain 

Protocol amending the Marrakesh agreement establishing the World Trade Organization 

(Trade facilitation agreement) 

2015/2067(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 6 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

6. Stresses the importance of this 

agreement from a development 

perspective, taking into account that 

special and differential treatment applies 

whereby developing and least developed 

countries can decide when the different 

provisions will be implemented and for 

which ones technical assistance will be 

required; 

6. Stresses the importance of the TFA from 

a development perspective, given that for 

the first time the WTO’s special and 

differential treatment (SDT) principle, 

whereby developing and least developed 

countries can decide when the different 

provisions will be implemented and for 

which ones technical assistance will be 

required, applies to an implementation 

phase, ; 

Or. en 



 

AM\1071389EN.doc  PE565.788v01-00 

EN United in diversity EN 

 

2.9.2015 A8-0238/5 

Amendment  5 

Klaus Buchner 

on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 

 

Report A8-0238/2015 

Pablo Zalba Bidegain 

Protocol amending the Marrakesh agreement establishing the World Trade Organization 

(Trade facilitation agreement) 

2015/2067(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 6 a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 6a. Observes that nothing in the TFA 

touches on the right of WTO members to 

levy export taxes for legitimate 

development purposes; underlines the fact 

that the implementation of the TFA must 

uphold this right and that public 

consultation requirements under Articles 

2 and 6 of the TFA must not be abused in 

order to compromise this right; 

Or. en 



 

AM\1071389EN.doc  PE565.788v01-00 

EN United in diversity EN 

 

2.9.2015 A8-0238/6 

Amendment  6 

Klaus Buchner 

on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 

 

Report A8-0238/2015 

Pablo Zalba Bidegain 

Protocol amending the Marrakesh agreement establishing the World Trade Organization 

(Trade facilitation agreement) 

2015/2067(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 9 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

9. Emphasises that a number of 

requirements under the agreement, notably 

on transparency and the automated entry 

and payment of duties, can be a powerful 

means of addressing border corruption; 

calls for better cooperation between 

custom authorities and stresses that 

greater transparency will lead to a higher 

level of security and will be a strong 

incentive for the intensification of trade, 

in addition to ensuring more effective 

customs controls;  

9. Emphasises that a number of 

requirements under the agreement, notably 

on transparency and the automated entry 

and payment of duties, should be applied 

so as to serve as a means of addressing 

border corruption; regards the fight 

against border corruption as one of the 

key goals of the TFA; 

Or. en 
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2.9.2015 A8-0238/7 

Amendment  7 

Klaus Buchner 

on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 

 

Report A8-0238/2015 

Pablo Zalba Bidegain 

Protocol amending the Marrakesh agreement establishing the World Trade Organization 

(Trade facilitation agreement) 

2015/2067(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 15 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

15. Recommends that international 

organisations and the partners of 

developing and least developed countries 

collaborate closely in the implementation 

of category C provisions in order to 

implement them within the shortest 

possible time; 

15. Recommends that international 

organisations and the partners of 

developing and least developed countries 

collaborate closely in the implementation 

of category C provisions in order to 

provide for an adequate implementation 

timeframe; 

Or. en 
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2.9.2015 A8-0238/8 

Amendment  8 

Klaus Buchner 

on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 

 

Report A8-0238/2015 

Pablo Zalba Bidegain 

Protocol amending the Marrakesh agreement establishing the World Trade Organization 

(Trade facilitation agreement) 

2015/2067(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 16 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

16. Recognises the wide gap that still 

remains between developed and 

developing countries’ border procedures, 

and that poor infrastructure, inefficient 

customs management and excessive red 

tape slow down trade; acknowledges that 

the TFA and the trade liberalisation 

process share the same objective of 

reducing trading costs in order to boost 

exports and economic activity; 

16. Recognises the wide gap that still 

remains between developed and 

developing countries’ border procedures, 

and that poor infrastructure, inefficient 

customs management, cases of corruption 

and excessive red tape slow down trade; 

acknowledges that the TFA and the trade 

liberalisation process share the same 

objective of reducing trading costs in order 

to stimulate economic activity; 

Or. en 
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2.9.2015 A8-0238/9 

Amendment  9 

Klaus Buchner 

on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 

 

Report A8-0238/2015 

Pablo Zalba Bidegain 

Protocol amending the Marrakesh agreement establishing the World Trade Organization 

(Trade facilitation agreement) 

2015/2067(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 17 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

17. Recalls that for many developing 

countries trade facilitation will be the 

main source of gains in the DDA; 

welcomes the extensive provisions on 

special and differential treatment for 

developing and least-developed countries; 

suggests that the novel approach of making 

commitments and their scheduling 

commensurate with countries’ capacities 

should serve as a benchmark for future 

agreements; 

17. Welcomes the extensive provisions on 

special and differential treatment (SDT) for 

developing and least-developed countries 

in the TFA; suggests that the novel 

approach of making commitments and their 

scheduling commensurate with countries’ 

capacities should serve as a benchmark for 

future agreements, while preserving the 

WTO policy that SDT principles must be 

applied both to primary legal 

commitments and to their 

implementation; 

Or. en 

 

 


