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22.2.2017 A8-0017/1 

Amendment  1 

Dominique Bilde 

on behalf of the ENF Group 

 

Report A8-0017/2017 

María Teresa Giménez Barbat 

Implementation of the Europe for Citizens programme 

2015/2329(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Citation 5 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

– having regard to its resolution of 

19 January 2016 on the role of 

intercultural dialogue, cultural diversity 

and education in promoting EU 

fundamental values14, 

_________________ 

14 Texts adopted, P8_TA(2016)0005. 
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22.2.2017 A8-0017/2 

Amendment  2 

Dominique Bilde 

on behalf of the ENF Group 

 

Report A8-0017/2017 

María Teresa Giménez Barbat 

Implementation of the Europe for Citizens programme 

2015/2329(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Recital A 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

A. whereas the Europe for Citizens 

programme is a unique and highly 

symbolic programme, insofar as it is a 

listening exercise on civil society’s debate, 

as it stimulates critical thinking on the 

European project, its history and that of the 

movements and ideas that have promoted it 

and as it contributes to a better knowledge 

of the European decision-making process, 

improving the conditions for civic and 

democratic participation at Union level; 

A. whereas the Europe for Citizens 

programme should be a listening exercise 

on civil society’s debate and should 

stimulate critical thinking on the European 

project, its history and that of the 

movements and ideas that have promoted 

it; recalling that this programme is being 

conducted in a context where, according 

to the results of the Eurobarometer 415 

survey published in 2014, 59 % of the 

citizens of the Member States do not trust 

the EU and its institutions and 47 % do 

not understand how the EU works; 

Or. en 
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22.2.2017 A8-0017/3 

Amendment  3 

Dominique Bilde 

on behalf of the ENF Group 

 

Report A8-0017/2017 

María Teresa Giménez Barbat 

Implementation of the Europe for Citizens programme 

2015/2329(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Recital B 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

B. whereas the Europe for Citizens 

programme aims to strengthen a sense of 

European citizenship and belonging, 

enhance solidarity, mutual tolerance and 

respect, to promote a better understanding 

of the EU, its origin and development, its 

values, its institutions and competences 

and to foster an active dialogue between 

EU citizens; whereas the activities under 

the programme can be seen as part of 

informal lifelong education in citizenship; 

B. whereas the Europe for Citizens 

programme should be an opportunity for 

European institutions and policy-makers 

to take into account the views of all 

citizens of Member States, including those 

who are critical of European integration; 
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22.2.2017 A8-0017/4 

Amendment  4 

Dominique Bilde 

on behalf of the ENF Group 

 

Report A8-0017/2017 

María Teresa Giménez Barbat 

Implementation of the Europe for Citizens programme 

2015/2329(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Recital D 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

D. whereas the current rise of 

‘Euroscepticism’ – which is reflected by 

anti-European forces calling into 

question the very existence of the 

European project and culminated recently 

in the vote in favour of Brexit – highlights 

the importance of such programmes and 

reinforces the need to foster the 

development of a shared sense of 

European identity, to reflect on the causes 

of the European Union’s loss of 

credibility, to encourage civic 

participation and to launch an in-depth 

debate on European values, which should 

involve the whole of civil society and the 

institutions themselves – and a training 

campaign on the functioning of EU 

institutions – while highlighting the 

opportunities brought about by belonging 

to the EU; 

D.  whereas the constant denigration 

by elected officials and the media of what 

is commonly referred to as 

‘Euroscepticism’, and which is nothing 

other than the exercise of free will and 

freedom of expression within a framework 

democracy, is one of the reasons for the 

vote in favour of Brexit; 

Or. en 
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22.2.2017 A8-0017/5 

Amendment  5 

Dominique Bilde 

on behalf of the ENF Group 

 

Report A8-0017/2017 

María Teresa Giménez Barbat 

Implementation of the Europe for Citizens programme 

2015/2329(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Recital D a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 Da. recalling, in this respect, that 

pluralism, enshrined in Article 2 of the 

Treaty on European Union (TEU), is one 

of the constituent elements of democracy 

and is defined as a system recognising the 

existence of several modes of thought, 

behaviour, political and religious 

opinions, several political parties, etc.; 

Or. en 
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22.2.2017 A8-0017/6 

Amendment  6 

Dominique Bilde 

on behalf of the ENF Group 

 

Report A8-0017/2017 

María Teresa Giménez Barbat 

Implementation of the Europe for Citizens programme 

2015/2329(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Recital E 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

E. whereas, before the accession of a 

country to the European Union takes 

place, profound, holistic preparation 

involving issues of remembrance, coming 

to terms with the past and ensuring the 

active participation of citizens in the civic 

life of the country concerned is required; 

E. affirming, therefore, that the 

European Union cannot get closer to the 

citizens of the Member States so long as it 

persists in not respecting the diversity of 

their opinions, notably by repeatedly 

disregarding the results of referendums, 

in essence the most democratic tool; 

Or. en 
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22.2.2017 A8-0017/7 

Amendment  7 

Dominique Bilde 

on behalf of the ENF Group 

 

Report A8-0017/2017 

María Teresa Giménez Barbat 

Implementation of the Europe for Citizens programme 

2015/2329(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Recital F 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

F. whereas, in line with Article 11 of 

the TEU, the EU institutions are under an 

obligation to give citizens and 

representative associations the opportunity 

to exchange their views in all areas of 

Union action publicly; whereas this 

provision also entails the EU institutions’ 

obligation to engage in an open, 

transparent and regular dialogue with civil 

society and the Commission’s duty to carry 

out broad consultations with all 

stakeholders; 

F. whereas, in line with Article 11 of 

the TEU, the EU institutions are under an 

obligation to give citizens and 

representative associations the opportunity 

to exchange their views in all areas of 

Union action publicly; whereas this 

provision also entails the EU institutions’ 

obligation to engage in an open, 

transparent and regular dialogue with civil 

society and the Commission’s duty to carry 

out broad consultations with all 

stakeholders; whereas, as a result of this 

last obligation, the Commission has 

already failed, as few consultations have 

been held in certain areas such as 

immigration policy; 

Or. en 
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22.2.2017 A8-0017/8 

Amendment  8 

Dominique Bilde 

on behalf of the ENF Group 

 

Report A8-0017/2017 

María Teresa Giménez Barbat 

Implementation of the Europe for Citizens programme 

2015/2329(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Recital F a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 Fa. recalling, furthermore, that Article 

10(3) of the TEU gives every citizen the 

right to participate in the democratic life 

of the Union and stipulates that decisions 

should be taken as openly and as closely 

as possible to the citizens; emphasizing, 

however, that this commitment has so far 

not been fully respected by the 

Commission, particularly in the context of 

free-trade agreement negotiations; 

Or. en 
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22.2.2017 A8-0017/9 

Amendment  9 

Dominique Bilde 

on behalf of the ENF Group 

 

Report A8-0017/2017 

María Teresa Giménez Barbat 

Implementation of the Europe for Citizens programme 

2015/2329(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Recital G 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

G. whereas Article 20 of the TFEU 

establishes the fundamental status of Union 

citizenship and details the rights attached 

to it, and whereas a better understanding 

of the EU and its values is an important 

precondition to empower citizens to fully 

enjoy these rights; 

G. whereas Article 20 of the TFEU 

establishes the fundamental status of Union 

citizenship, which remains subsidiary to 

national citizenship since, etymologically 

and legally, citizenship is intrinsically 

linked to nationality; whereas, while 

Article 20 details the rights associated 

with Union citizenship, it should be 

reaffirmed that citizenship also entails 

duties; whereas, in order to give citizens 

the means to be aware of these rights and 

duties, a better understanding of the 

Union is a prerequisite; 

Or. en 
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22.2.2017 A8-0017/10 

Amendment  10 

Dominique Bilde 

on behalf of the ENF Group 

 

Report A8-0017/2017 

María Teresa Giménez Barbat 

Implementation of the Europe for Citizens programme 

2015/2329(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Recital I 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

I. whereas the current programme is 

founded on Article 352 of the TFEU, 

which only granted Parliament the right to 

express its position under the consent 

procedure and was vigorously contested by 

Parliament at the time that the proposal 

was submitted by the Commission as it 

strongly contradicts the democratic nature 
of the programme; 

I. whereas the current programme is 

founded on Article 352 of the TFEU, 

which only granted Parliament the right to 

express its position under the consent 

procedure; whereas this legal framework 

already undermines the legitimacy of the 

‘Europe for Citizens’ programme, since it 

excludes from the decision-making 

process the only institution of the Union 

elected by universal suffrage; 

Or. en 
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22.2.2017 A8-0017/11 

Amendment  11 

Dominique Bilde 

on behalf of the ENF Group 

 

Report A8-0017/2017 

María Teresa Giménez Barbat 

Implementation of the Europe for Citizens programme 

2015/2329(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Recital O 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

O. whereas further synergies with 

other programmes and better 

communication with other DGs are 

needed in order to reduce overlap and 

reinforce the impact of the programme; 

O. whereas the fact that the 

programme is managed jointly by several 

DGs, including the Directorate-General 

for Migration and Foreign Affairs, may 

create confusion about the programme’s 

real objectives and undermine its 

effectiveness; 

Or. en 
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22.2.2017 A8-0017/12 

Amendment  12 

Dominique Bilde 

on behalf of the ENF Group 

 

Report A8-0017/2017 

María Teresa Giménez Barbat 

Implementation of the Europe for Citizens programme 

2015/2329(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 1 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

1. Underlines that the overall funding 

available (EUR 185.47 million) to the only 

programme dedicated entirely to 

European citizenship, i.e. the Europe for 

Citizens programme, is negligible in 

comparison with other education and 

culture programmes, such as Creative 

Europe (EUR 1.46 billion) and Erasmus+ 

(EUR 14.7 billion), with the result that 

applicants’ expectations will be 

disappointed; 

1. Takes note of the overall funding 

available (EUR 185.47 million) and 

reiterates that the programme’s success 

will depend not only on the budget 

allocated to it but also, above all, on its 

ability to define objectives that correspond 

to the real aspirations of citizens and take 

account of their opinions and demands; 

Or. en 
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22.2.2017 A8-0017/13 

Amendment  13 

Dominique Bilde 

on behalf of the ENF Group 

 

Report A8-0017/2017 

María Teresa Giménez Barbat 

Implementation of the Europe for Citizens programme 

2015/2329(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 10 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

10. Acknowledges the fact that the 

impact of the programme remains 

proportionally high, as is shown by the 

fact that in 2015 an estimated 1 100 000 

participants were involved in the 408 

projects selected; considers also that the 

high number of applications – 2 087 in 

2014 and 2 791 in 2015 – and the quality 

of projects indicate a high level of interest 

in the programme and the need to 

dedicate more human and financial 

resources to the programme in order to 

increase the number of projects 

supported; 

10. Recalls that, given the limited 

budget, grants under the programme 

should focus on projects carried out by 

the Member States’ associations or 

institutional authorities and should not be 

scattered in favour of projects carried out 

by non-member third countries; 

Or. en 
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22.2.2017 A8-0017/14 

Amendment  14 

Dominique Bilde 

on behalf of the ENF Group 

 

Report A8-0017/2017 

María Teresa Giménez Barbat 

Implementation of the Europe for Citizens programme 

2015/2329(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 32 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

32. Welcomes the strong focus on 

citizens and societal aspects of the EU, 

allowing EU institutions to engage 

directly with civil society on the ground; 

highlights within the priorities of the 

programme the importance of projects 

focused on current challenges for Europe, 

on issues such as diversity, migration, 

refugees, preventing radicalisation, 

fostering social inclusion, intercultural 

dialogue, addressing financing problems 

and identifying the common European 

cultural legacy; invites the Commission 

and Member States to strengthen the links 

between the programme’s priorities and 

the policies linked to European citizenship 

as well as the daily life of European 

citizens; 

32. Stresses that, if the programme is 

to bring the EU closer to its citizens, it 

should start by taking their voices into 

account, in particular as regards the 

priorities of the programme, especially 

priority 3 of Strand 2: ‘combatting 

stigmatisation of “immigrants” and 

building counter narratives to foster 

intercultural dialogue and mutual 

understanding’; recalls that the majority 

of the citizens of the Member States are 

opposed to the reception of more 

migrants, such as 56 % of the French or 

98.3 % of the Hungarians who voted in 

the referendum on the migrant quotas 

imposed by Brussels; 

Or. en 
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22.2.2017 A8-0017/15 

Amendment  15 

Dominique Bilde 

on behalf of the ENF Group 

 

Report A8-0017/2017 

María Teresa Giménez Barbat 

Implementation of the Europe for Citizens programme 

2015/2329(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 35 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

35. Stresses the need to develop – 

within the ‘European Remembrance’ 

strand – a European identity that should 

be oriented towards the future and not 

only the past, plural, transcultural and 

open to migration flows and influences 

from the rest of the world, with a view to 

achieving a common integration founded 

on European values and European 

secular and spiritual heritage; stresses the 

need to ensure that history is not used as a 

divisive tool, but as an opportunity to 

address contemporary challenges through 

sensitive interpretation and skilful, 

targeted education programmes; 

emphasises the importance of fostering 

inter-generational projects that allow 

exchanges of experience between older 

and younger generations; 

35. Recalls that ‘without a past, there 

is no future’ and that no cultural identity 

can be constructed ex nihilo; stresses, 

therefore, that the citizens of the Member 

States will only regain a sense of their 

common civilization by valuing their 

singular heritage and particular 

traditions, which will make it possible to 

highlight their common ancestry with 

Greco-Latin thought and the Christian 

legacy; 

Or. en 
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22.2.2017 A8-0017/16 

Amendment  16 

Dominique Bilde 

on behalf of the ENF Group 

 

Report A8-0017/2017 

María Teresa Giménez Barbat 

Implementation of the Europe for Citizens programme 

2015/2329(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 38 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

38. Stresses the need to enrich the 

programme with proposals on citizens’ 

participation in the democratic process and 

in EU decision-making, in a way that 

contributes to empowering citizens to make 

use of their rights, for instance through the 

implementation of e-democracy; calls on 

the Union and its Member States, in order 

to achieve this, to develop actions and 

policies to strengthen transferable, critical 

and creative thinking skills as well as 

digital and media literacy, the inclusion of 

their citizens and stimulate curiosity, 

especially amongst children and young 

people, so that they will be able to take 

informed decisions and make a positive 

contribution to democratic processes; 

38. Stresses the need to enrich the 

programme with proposals on citizens’ 

participation in the democratic process and 

in EU decision-making, in a way that 

contributes to empowering citizens to make 

use of their rights, for instance through the 

implementation of e-democracy; recalls, 

however, that these tools will not be 

effective if the European Union persists in 

denigrating other tools of direct 

democracy such as referendums, and is 

therefore concerned about the many 

statements made by the President of the 

Commission, who has regularly spoken 

negatively about national referendums, in 

particular those held in Greece; stresses 

that such attitudes on the part of EU 

leaders are likely to increase European 

mistrust of the European Union; 

Or. en 
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22.2.2017 A8-0017/17 

Amendment  17 

Dominique Bilde 

on behalf of the ENF Group 

 

Report A8-0017/2017 

María Teresa Giménez Barbat 

Implementation of the Europe for Citizens programme 

2015/2329(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 39 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

39. Points out that participation in the 

programme by countries seeking EU 

membership leads to better mutual 

understanding and closer cooperation; 

recommends greater internationalisation 

of the programme, notably by inviting all 

European Free Trade Association 

(EFTA), European Economic Area 

(EEA), accession and candidate countries 

to join forces with EU Member States in 

applying for projects, and calls for more 

cooperation between NGOs from the EU, 

Eastern and Southern Partnership 

countries and potential candidates in 

order to bring the EU closer to citizens; 

proposes promoting cooperation between 

organisations in the EU and in 

neighbouring countries on European 

values; 

39. Points out that the programme 

and/or subsidies should not be extended to 

third countries; 

Or. en 

 

 


