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7.6.2017 A8-0195/7 

Amendment  7 

Mylène Troszczynski, Mara Bizzotto, Dominique Martin, Angelo Ciocca, Joëlle Mélin 

on behalf of the ENF Group 

 

Report A8-0195/2017 

Nicola Danti 

European Agenda for the collaborative economy 

2017/2003(INI) 

Motion for a resolution (Rule 170(3) of the Rules of Procedure) replacing non-legislative 

motion for a resolution A8-0195/2017 

European Parliament resolution on a European Agenda for the collaborative economy 

The European Parliament, 

– having regard to Rule 52 of its Rules of Procedure, 

A. whereas all collaborative economies, covering the full spectrum from market-oriented to 

gift-based, presuppose a collaborative model of consumption (renting, lending, 

exchanging, sharing, bartering and giving), which is applied in ways and on scales 

which were not possible in the past, thanks to the intensive use of information and 

communication technologies (ICT) as a key enabler; 

B. whereas the collaborative economy is developing in a context of organised economic 

deregulation, in which many sectors are already having to deal with fierce unfair 

competition; 

C. whereas the Commission communication entitled ‘A European Agenda for the 

collaborative economy’ stresses the increasing significance of the platform economy 

and its impact on economic and employment policies, leading to a change which is 

already predictable and not under control, to the disadvantage of participants in the 

traditional economy; 

D. whereas, due to digitalisation, economic initiatives are nowadays characterised by low 

labour intensity and high specialisation; 

E. whereas platforms should not be considered as mere digital intermediation services, 

since such intermediation is supplied in fields already subject to Member States’ 

regulation, and in many cases is also made by fixing the final price for the customer and 

the remuneration of the service provider, who is supposed to be self-employed, not an 

employee; 

F. whereas the advent of the collaborative economy poses a considerable challenge in 

safeguarding digital sovereignty, strategic data and the digital and industrial 

independence of the Member States and asks crucial questions concerning the automatic 
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transfer of personal data to super computers based in third countries; 

1. Emphasises that the phenomenon does not involve a technological breakthrough or the 

triumph of an idea which, by acting on the structure of a traditional activity, enables it 

to become more efficient, ‘achieving more with less’; observes that the only real 

innovation in collaborative economies, and in the sharing economy in general, lies in 

the elimination of all forms of intermediation, whether commercial or public (in terms 

of regulation and taxation); 

2. Observes that the major transnational platforms of the sharing economy, which gather 

and redistribute an enormous flow of information, are setting themselves up as new 

intermediaries; notes that, despite a heavier cost burden (intermediation costs may even 

exceed 20 %), these platforms can set lower prices thanks to the fact that this innovative 

technology requires minimal fixed investment and because of the asymmetry by virtue 

of which the cost of such prices falls not to the platform itself but to workers or their 

customers; observes that it follows that, in certain circumstances, such platforms may 

even constitute a barrier to the creation and development of local collaborative economy 

initiatives; 

3. Underlines that the sharing and monetisation of underused assets belonging to an 

operator itself receives particular impetus in an economy where internal demand is 

exhausted, where it becomes essential to economise on expenditure and the decisive 

criterion therefore becomes price rather than quality and safety; notes that, 

consequently, the ‘added value’ of the sharing economy lies in the systematisation of 

the subsistence economy, in the absence of an added-value economy; it is a ‘fend-for-

yourself economy’; 

4. Points out that the profits generated in this way for the most part fall to owners of 

hardware and software, to the oligopolists of the digital world, and to those who manage 

the payments and transactions, who incidentally can legally evade taxation thanks to the 

free movement of capital; 

5. States that all workers in the platform economy are either employed or self-employed 

based on the primacy of facts; recalls in this context that the Court of Justice has 

defined the concept of ‘worker’ on the basis of an employment relationship 

characterised by certain criteria such as subordination, remuneration, the nature of work 

and a proper employment contract or cooperation agreement; 

6. Stresses that the Member States have the competence to combat the growing job 

insecurity arising from the collaborative economy, in order to give workers secure 

employment; underlines that constant accessibility represents a serious health and safety 

risk in the platform economy; advocates the establishment of a ‘right to log off’, as 

defined by each Member State; 

7. Recalls that, as labour law remains a national prerogative, Member States are entitled to 

legislate on working conditions in the platform economy in order to guarantee the legal 

situation of platform workers, who are often managed by multinational undertakings 

and by businesses based outside Europe, and to ensure that all platform workers have 

the same social and employment rights and health and safety protection as workers in 
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the traditional economy; 

8. Notes the need to ensure adequate social security for workers, who are key players in 

the digital labour market, and stresses that only Member States can meet that need 

rapidly; stresses that freedom of association and collective action are fundamental rights 

which must apply to all workers; 

9. Notes that a large part of the nascent collaborative economy remains unregulated; 

believes that there is ample room for manoeuvre for national, regional and local 

authorities to adopt context-specific regulations in order to address public interest 

objectives; 

10. Notes that standards on transparency and disclosure obligations for platform operators 

can be set by Member States so that those operators cease to evade national legislation 

with the sole aim of increasing their profits; these standards should make it possible to 

monitor tax payments, social security contributions and practices regarding the rating of 

work on platforms; 

11. Invites the Member States to cooperate to ensure that platforms comply with the laws of 

the place where the service is provided and pay the taxes there, that the website has the 

domain of the Member State in which the platform provides the service and that it is 

owned by a physical or legal person which has its legal and fiscal office in that same 

Member State, and that the account to which payments and transactions are made be 

opened in a bank in the same Member State; 

12. Stresses that the Member States are entitled to take their own national measures in order 

to ensure a degree of legal certainty, which means that consistent rules should apply to 

all, regardless of whether they are operating through traditional channels or through the 

channels of the collaborative economy and the sharing economy in general: certificates, 

permits, licences, professional qualifications, health protocols, suitability of premises, 

taxes, insurance, regulation of the labour market, etc.; underlines, in this regard, that it 

is essential first of all to avoid unfair competition to the detriment of traditional 

activities, and to ensure equal social protection for workers and equal guarantees of 

safety for customers; 

13. Stresses the need for real digital sovereignty at national level by having strategic 

investment policies on digital industries and by ensuring data protection, both under the 

sole responsibility of the Member States; 

14. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission and the 

governments and parliaments of the Member States. 

Or. en 

 

 


