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5.9.2018 A8-0251/2 

Amendment  2 

Helmut Scholz, Sofia Sakorafa, Patrick Le Hyaric, Paloma López Bermejo, Nikolaos 

Chountis, Ángela Vallina, Javier Couso Permuy 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Report A8-0251/2018 

Elmar Brok 

State of EU-US relations 

2017/2271(INI) 

Motion for a resolution (Rule 170(3) of the Rules of Procedure) replacing non-legislative 

motion for a resolution A8-0251/2018 

European Parliament resolution on the state of EU-US relations 

The European Parliament, 

– having regard to Rule 52 of its Rules of Procedure, 

A. whereas the ‘America first’ policy of the US administration harms the interests of the 

EU, its Member States and Europe as a whole, and is at odds with the action needed to 

address global problems and challenges and with the relevant international agreements; 

whereas President Trump has referred to the EU as a ‘foe’ and discredited EU Member 

States, and his administration has shown willingness to actively intervene in internal 

European and EU Member State politics; 

B. whereas President Trump has unilaterally imposed steep increases in tariffs on steel and 

aluminium exported to the USA from the EU, but also from China, Japan, India, Turkey 

and many of the USA’s other former economic and strategic partners; whereas exports 

of olives from Spain to the USA are also facing an unfair increase in tariffs, which has 

already cost Spain’s producers more than EUR 50 000 000 over the past year; whereas 

President Trump has launched procedures aimed at imposing a 25 % tariff on cars and 

car parts exported from the EU to the US market; whereas the US administration has 

launched a trade war against China, imposing steep tariff increases in several steps on a 

broad spectrum of products; whereas the Commission considers all these measures to be 

illegal under WTO rules and respective procedures have been launched via the WTO 

dispute settlement system; whereas the EU has put in place tariffs affecting products 

exported from the USA to the EU of a similar financial volume, and whereas the 

Commission has prepared an extended list of products to be authorised by the Council 

in the event of US car tariffs eventually being applied; 

C. whereas the Sofia Council Meeting authorised the Commission to seek ways to prevent 

a trade war with the USA, but at the same time endorsed the balancing measures 

affecting US products; whereas Commission President Juncker’s visit to President 

Trump on 25 July 2018 resulted in a joint statement, announcing agreement to work 

together towards zero tariffs, zero non-tariff barriers and zero subsidies on non-auto 
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industrial goods, to work to reduce barriers and increase trade in services, chemicals, 

pharmaceuticals, medical products and soybeans, to strengthen EU-US strategic 

cooperation with respect to energy, with Juncker committing the EU to import more 

liquefied natural gas (LNG) from the USA to diversify its energy supply, and to launch 

a close dialogue on standards with a view to easing trade, reducing bureaucratic 

obstacles and slashing costs; whereas Presidents Juncker and Trump agreed to join 

forces to better protect American and European companies from unfair global trade 

practices, and to work closely together with like-minded partners to reform the WTO 

and to address unfair trading practices, including intellectual property theft, forced 

technology transfer, industrial subsidies, distortions created by state-owned enterprises 

and overcapacity; whereas these commitments exceeded the Sofia Council decisions; 

D. whereas the Commission has acted to demonstrate willingness to comply with the above 

commitments, and announced on 1 August 2018 a 282 % increase in soybean imports 

from the USA, and on 9 August an increase in LNG imports from the USA from 0 to 

3.2 billion m3; whereas the Commission has announced the reallocation of EUR 638 

000 000 of the Union budget to increase LNG storage capacities in Europe by 10 %; 

whereas 90 % of US soybeans are genetically modified; whereas 60 % of US LNG 

exports result from fracking; whereas LNG from the US costs twice as much as from 

other suppliers on the market; 

E. whereas President Trump has committed to nothing in exchange, with the high tariffs on 

steel, aluminium and olives remaining in place, and the car investigation being only on 

hold; whereas President Juncker and Commissioner Malmström had repeatedly declared 

in Parliament that they would not be negotiating with a gun to their heads; whereas 

negotiations to prepare for an EU-US trade agreement have been ongoing throughout 

the summer following preparatory work carried out not by DG TRADE, but by Martin 

Selmayr on behalf of President Juncker; whereas commitments made and fulfilled in 

this framework compensate the USA for losses in its conflict with China, providing the 

Trump administration with a bitterly needed success story prior to the mid-term 

election; 

F. whereas the Trump administration’s policies are giving rise to a range of worrying 

domestic developments in the USA, including ever more open racism and xenophobia, 

more frequent attacks on members of sexual minorities, an increasing willingness on the 

part of the police and law enforcement units to equip themselves with military 

hardware, more and more cases of the fatal use of force by the police, the abolition of 

many national environmental standards, the open humiliation of women in the media 

and drastic budget cuts in the areas of health and education; 

G. whereas reinstating and extending the so-called global gag rule and cutting funds to 

organisations that provide women and girls with family planning and sexual and 

reproductive health and rights services are matters of serious concern; 

H. whereas across a range of issues, the USA has moved backwards as regards human 

rights; whereas President Trump has targeted refugees and immigrants, calling them 

criminals and security threats, emboldened racist politics by equivocating on white 

nationalism, and consistently championed anti-Muslim ideas and policies; whereas the 



 

AM\1162126EN.docx  PE624.066v01-00 

EN United in diversity EN 

Trump administration has embraced policies that will roll back access to reproductive 

health care for women and championed health insurance changes that would leave many 

more Americans without access to affordable health care; whereas President Trump 

continues to express disdain for independent media and for federal courts that have 

blocked some of his actions; whereas while black people are 2.5 times more likely to be 

killed by the police than white people, the Trump administration has expressed almost 

unconditional support for the prerogatives of law enforcement officers, scaling back 

police oversight mechanisms or removing them altogether; 

I. whereas the US administration’s policies in the Middle East are raising the spectre of 

new wars in a region whose complex conflicts can be resolved only by means of 

compromise, mutual respect and cooperation and the development of relations on the 

basis of non-interference; 

J. whereas the Trump administration has adopted a new nuclear strategy which provides 

for the development of small tactical nuclear weapons, a decision which will clear the 

way for the use of nuclear weapons in conflicts all around the world, but above all in 

Europe, given that these weapons are primarily intended to act as a deterrent against 

Russia; whereas the nuclear arms race between the USA and Russia poses an existential 

threat to the continent of Europe; whereas the Trump administration is making no effort 

whatsoever to shore up, by means of new proposals or initiatives, the crumbling nuclear 

non-proliferation, arms control and disarmament system; 

K. whereas the Trump administration’s ‘America first’ policy, the USA’s withdrawal from 

multilateral agreements and cooperation structures, the trade war and policy of pressure 

of the US administration against the EU and others, the interference in the internal 

affairs of the EU and its Member States and the support of anti-democratic, 

nationalistic, homophobic and racist forces within Europe, and the reluctance to treat 

the EU and its Member States as equals make a fundamental review of transatlantic 

relations indispensable; 

1. Expresses deep concern that the Trump administration is withdrawing unilaterally from 

multilateral agreements and cooperation structures, ignoring UN Security Council 

decisions, intervening militarily in crisis areas, in defiance of international law, and 

fuelling global tensions, including in the trade sphere; notes with concern the worrying 

domestic developments in the USA, such as the resurgence of racist, homophobic and 

xenophobic tendencies in US society, and also increasingly in the societies of the EU 

Member States; 

2. Stresses that, in particular in response to the Trump administration’s foreign, economic 

and trade policies, public opposition to the uncritical acceptance of developments in 

transatlantic relations has increased; calls on the EU and the Member State governments 

to stop ignoring this phenomenon; 

3. Calls for a profound review of the EU’s relations with the USA and insists that the EU 

and its Member States must abandon the role of junior partner in transatlantic relations 

and use the many years of experience they have gained from multi-level international 

cooperation; 
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4. Deeply regrets the commitments made by President Juncker vis-a-vis President Trump 

on 25 July 2018, and recalls its position to stand firm and united when facing US 

pressure; insists that no democratic mandate exists that would have allowed for the far-

reaching commitments made by President Juncker and for the reallocation of EUR 638 

000 000 of the Union budget to appease President Trump; deplores the secrecy of the 

ongoing negotiations with the US administration, and the obscure measures that have 

led to dramatic increases in imports of LNG and soybeans for animal feed from the US; 

5. Recalls that TTIP encountered tremendous opposition from the EU population; insists 

that the current backroom preparations to negotiate a trade agreement are an affront to 

democracy and transparency as demanded by millions in the streets of the EU Member 

States’ capitals and cities; rejects the reopening of TTIP negotiations; insists that a 

broad democratic debate must be the first step in preparing a new mandate for any trade 

negotiation, and denounces the Commission President’s strategy to first negotiate and 

then present the Council and Parliament with a take-it-or-leave-it result for an ex-post 

mandate; 

6. Calls on the Commission and the Council to defend the rule of law and the principle of 

equality before the law, and to seek justice together with all countries affected by the 

aggressive trade policy of the Trump administration; is alarmed by President Juncker’s 

willingness to seek ways for the EU alone to be spared, even siding with the USA in its 

confrontation with China; stresses that a confrontation with China is not in the interests 

of either the EU or the Member States; calls on Commissioner Malmström to refrain 

from participating in a forthcoming meeting with her Japanese and US counterparts to 

devise WTO reform initiatives against China, and to seek instead a dialogue including 

China and other major partners in a multilateral approach; expresses solidarity with the 

US citizens who are also taken hostage by the confrontational trade policy of the Trump 

administration; 

7. Calls for a comprehensive debate in the EU and the USA, with the involvement of all 

social and economic actors and other sectors of civil society, to determine in what 

direction transatlantic relations should be developed; takes the view that transatlantic 

civil society dialogue must be established for this purpose; stresses that a new values-

based, overarching framework for EU-US relations and a partnership of equals is 

needed to safeguard the interests of EU citizens and to develop bilateral trade, 

economic, cultural and civil society relations; 

8. Takes the view that the prerequisite for the further development of transatlantic 

relations should be a common commitment to the peaceful solution of conflicts, respect 

for international law, multilateralism, respect for domestic rule of law and for 

democratic and human rights in all their aspects; 

9. Rejects any concept to build the further development of transatlantic relations on the 

basis of a common confrontation with third countries: stresses that in an increasingly 

multipolar and complex world, conflicts and problems arising can be solved only as a 

result of reconciliation, dialogue and mutually advantageous cooperation; 

10. Expresses deep concern at the USA’s new nuclear strategy and the plans to modernise 

US nuclear arsenals in Europe; strongly encourages the USA and the EU Member States 
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to ratify and implement the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons; calls on 

the EU and the USA to cooperate in facilitating the implementation and respect of the 

United Nations General Assembly resolutions on nuclear disarmament and on effective 

measures for nuclear risk reduction; 

11. Rejects the military presence of the USA in Europe and calls for the dismantling of all 

US military bases in Europe; 

12. Calls for the dissolution of NATO; 

13. Is very concerned about the US administration’s reported dismantling of the limited 

restrictions on the drone programme, which increases the risk of civilian casualties and 

unlawful killings, and the lack of transparency around both the US drone programme 

and the assistance being provided by some EU Member States; calls on the USA and the 

EU Member States to ensure that the use of armed drones complies with their 

obligations under international law, including international human rights law and 

international humanitarian law, and that robust binding standards to govern the 

provision of all forms of assistance for lethal drone operations are established; 

14. Deeply regrets the decision of the US Government to move its embassy from Tel Aviv 

to Jerusalem and to formally recognise the city as Israel’s capital; stresses that this 

decision is in clear contravention of the international consensus on Jerusalem embodied 

in several UN Security Council resolutions, notably Resolution 478, including on the 

location of diplomatic representations until the final status of Jerusalem is resolved; 

stresses that this act is seriously endangering all efforts to find a lasting peaceful 

solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict; recalls that the EU supports the resumption of 

a meaningful Middle East Peace Process towards a two-state solution, on the basis of 

the 1967 borders, with the secure State of Israel and an independent, sovereign, free, 

contiguous and viable Palestinian State with East Jerusalem as its capital living side by 

side in peace; insists that any action that would undermine these efforts must be 

avoided; underlines that the question of Jerusalem must be part of a final peace 

agreement between Israelis and Palestinians; stresses that the joint road map should be 

strengthened; calls on the EU and the USA to actively support the urgent dispatch of an 

independent international commission of inquiry to investigate all alleged violations and 

abuses of international humanitarian law in the context of the military assaults on the 

large-scale civilian protests that began on 30 March 2018; strongly regrets that the US 

has already used its right to veto as a permanent member of the UN Security Council 32 

times against draft resolutions on the Palestinian question; urges all UN Security 

Council members to consensually condemn all cases of crimes against humanity and 

gross violations of the rights enshrined in the United Nations Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights; strongly condemns the US decision to end funding for the Palestinian 

refugee agency (UNRWA) and calls on the EU to redouble its efforts to support the 

Palestinian refugees; 

15. Stresses that the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) with Iran is a significant 

multilateral agreement and a notable diplomatic achievement for multilateral diplomacy 

to promote stability in the region; welcomes the fact that the EU is determined to do its 

utmost to preserve the JCPOA with Iran as a key pillar of the international non-
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proliferation architecture and as a crucial element for the security and stability of the 

region; underlines that, according to the multiple reports by the International Atomic 

Energy Agency (IAEA), Iran is fulfilling its commitments under the JCPOA; strongly 

criticises President Trump’s decision to leave the JCPOA unilaterally and to impose 

extraterritorial measures on EU companies which are active in Iran; welcomes the EU’s 

determination to protect its interests and those of its companies and investors in the face 

of the extraterritorial effect of US sanctions; welcomes, in this context, the decision to 

activate the ‘blocking regulation’ aimed at protecting EU trade interests in Iran from the 

impact of US extraterritorial sanctions, and calls on the Council, the Commission and 

the European External Action Service to take any further measures deemed necessary to 

safeguard the JCPOA; 

16. Condemns the measures taken by the US administration against European companies, in 

the broader context of stiffer sanctions against Russia and Iran, the sharply increased 

tariffs on steel and aluminium products from the EU and other countries and the threat 

to impose high tariffs on imported cars; calls on the USA to withdraw these measures, 

and advocates a dialogue of equals and efforts to develop bilateral and multilateral 

cooperation further, with the much closer involvement of parliaments and civil society, 

with a view to resolving existing problems and conflicts of interest which are affecting 

global economic development; stresses that the strategy of liberalising international 

trade and the choice of protectionism can both have the same results, if they do not 

guarantee the highest standards of living, labour and social rights, the adequate 

financing of the public sector, decent jobs and contribute to the fulfilment of the SDGs 

and the respect of obligations stemming from international law; 

17. Expresses concern that while the EU has started to normalise relations with Cuba, the 

Trump administration has destroyed the small steps towards normalisation of US-Cuba 

relations taken during the past few years and is pursuing a confrontational policy 

towards the country; calls on the USA to end the blockade against Cuba and to end the 

occupation of the Cuban territory in Guantánamo Bay; 

18. Points out that in Europe the protection of personal data is a fundamental right and that 

the USA has no rules comparable with the new General Data Protection Regulation; 

expresses concern at the comprehensive powers the US authorities have to access the 

personal data of EU citizens in the Member States and the extensive use they make of 

those powers; regards the creation and manipulation of personal profiles by firms 

located in the USA using systems based on big data and the trade in these profiles and 

the analyses they contain as incompatible with EU law; 

19. Strongly condemns the refugee and migration policies of the Trump administration and 

its interference in the European debate on refugee and migration policies; calls on the 

USA and the EU to strictly respect international law, notably the 1951 Convention 

Relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol; welcomes the efforts made so 

far in the UN to achieve a global compact for safe, orderly and regular migration as well 

as a global compact on refugees, and regrets the US decision of December 2017 to 

withdraw from the discussions; calls for a joint policy to combat the root causes of 

migration; 
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20. Underlines the necessity for the EU and the US to combat tax evasion and other 

financial crimes and ensure transparency; calls on them to work together towards 

realigning taxation with economic substance, value creation and the fight against 

inequality in our societies; 

21. Condemns the withdrawal of the US from the Paris Agreement, but praises the 

continued efforts of individuals, companies, cities and states within the US that are still 

working towards fulfilling the Paris Agreement and combating climate change, and 

highlights the need for the EU to engage further with these actors; is concerned that 

climate change is no longer part of the US National Security Strategy; notes the EU’s 

commitment to the Paris Agreement and to the UN Agenda 2030, and stresses the need 

to implement them in order to ensure global security and develop a more sustainable 

economy and society; advocates enhanced EU-US cooperation on renewable energy 

issues, building on the framework of the EU-US Energy Council; rejects the extension 

of trade in LNG originating from fracking; 

22. Calls on the EU to do everything possible to prevent the US administration’s plans to 

allow oil and gas drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, which would put the 

rich wildlife in the Arctic region at risk; 

23. Calls on the EU and the Member States to counter the impact of the gag rule by 

significantly increasing financing for sexual and reproductive health and rights, in 

particular funding explicitly destined to ensure access to birth control and safe and legal 

abortion, using both national and EU development funding, in order to fill the financing 

gap left after the Trump administration’s moves to cease funding to all overseas aid 

organisations that provide sexual and reproductive health and rights services; 

emphasises that universal respect for and access to sexual and reproductive health and 

rights contributes to prenatal care and the ability to avoid high-risk birth, such as in the 

case of child pregnancies, and reduce infant and child mortality; points out that family 

planning, maternal health and safe abortion services are fundamental elements to save 

girls’ and women’s lives; 

24. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the European External 

Action Service, the Commission, the governments and parliaments of the Member 

States, the US President, the US Senate and the US House of Representatives. 
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