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<Article>Recital 2</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(2)	To ensure a coherent framework for the inter-urban carriage of passengers by regular coach and bus services throughout the Union, Regulation (EC) No 1073/2009 should apply to all inter-urban carriage by regular services. The scope of that Regulation should therefore be extended.
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	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(2a)	The transport sector, which must be considered to be of strategic importance regarding the development options of any Member State, encompasses the carriage of passengers by road. Each Member State must, accordingly, define its strategic vision for the development of the transport sector, which may include regulation and public control, laying down appropriate measures to meet the needs of the public and the country, ensuring territorial and social cohesion, offsetting the adverse effects of deregulation, such as transport cuts and lower quality and more expensive public transport services and infrastructures.
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	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(3)	An independent and impartial regulatory body should be designated in each Member State to ensure the proper functioning of the road passenger transport market. That body may also be responsible for other regulated sectors such as rail, energy or telecommunications.
	(3)	Each Member State should have a public regulatory body ensuring the implementation of the road passenger transport strategy in each Member State and monitoring public and private sector operators.
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	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(8)	Authorisation for both national and international regular services should be subject to an authorisation procedure. Authorisation should be granted, unless there are specific grounds for refusal attributable to the applicant, or the service would compromise the economic equilibrium of a public service contract. A distance threshold should be introduced to ensure that commercial regular service operations do not compromise the economic equilibrium of existing public service contracts. In the case of routes already served by more than one public service contract, it should be possible to increase that threshold.
	[bookmark: _GoBack](8)	Authorisation for both national and international regular services should be subject to an authorisation procedure set by the Member States and their competent authorities.
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	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	Each Member State shall designate a single national regulatory body for the road passenger transport sector. That body shall be an impartial authority which is, in organisational, functional, hierarchical and decision making terms, legally distinct and independent from any other public or private entity. It shall be independent from any competent authority involved in the award of a public service contract.
	Each Member State shall designate a national public regulatory body in the road passenger transport sector and shall be responsible for defining its structure and remit.
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