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MOTION FOR A EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT RESOLUTION
on human rights and democracy in the world and the European Union’s policy on the
matter – annual report 2018
(2019/2125(INI))
The European Parliament,
–

having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other UN human rights
treaties and instruments,

–

having regard to the European Convention on Human Rights,

–

having regard to the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union,

–

having regard to Articles 2, 3, 8, 21 and 23 of the Treaty on European Union (TEU),

–

having regard to Articles 17 and 207 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European
Union (TFEU),

–

having regard to the Global Strategy for the European Union’s Foreign and Security
Policy, presented on 28 June 2016,

–

having regard to the Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy 2015-2019, adopted
by the Council on 20 July 2015, and to its Mid-Term Review of June 2017,

–

having regard to the EU Guidelines on the promotion and protection of freedom of
religion or belief, adopted on 24 June 2013,

–

having regard to the EU Guidelines to promote and protect the enjoyment of all human
rights by lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) persons, adopted on
24 June 2013,

–

having regard to the EU Guidelines on the death penalty, on freedom of expression
online and offline, and on human rights defenders,

–

having regard to the revised EU Guidelines to EU policy towards third countries on
torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, adopted on
16 September 2019,

–

having regard to the EU Human Rights Guidelines on safe drinking water and
sanitation, adopted on 17 June 2019,

–

having regard to the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating
violence against women and domestic violence (hereinafter ‘the Istanbul Convention’)
of 11 May 2011, which not all Member States have ratified,

–

having regard to the Council of Europe Conventions on Action against Trafficking in
Human Beings (CETS No 197) and on the Protection of Children against Sexual
Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (CETS No 201),
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–

having regard to the Council of Europe Framework Convention for the Protection of
National Minorities and the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages,

–

having regard to the UN’s 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and to the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development,

–

having regard to the EU Gender Action Plan II (GAP II) ‘Gender Equality and
Women’s Empowerment: Transforming the Lives of Girls and Women through EU
External Relations 2016-2020’ of 21 September 2015,

–

having regard to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child of 20 November 1989
and the two Optional Protocols thereto,

–

having regard to the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities of
30 March 2007,

–

having regard to the UN Declarations on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or
Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities and on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,

–

having regard to the report of the UN Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous
peoples to the UN Human Rights Council of 8 August 20171,

–

having regard to the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights of
16 June 2011,

–

having regard to the UN Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals,
Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognised Human
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, adopted on 9 December 1998,

–

having regard to the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination
Against Women (CEDAW), the Beijing Platform for Action and the Programme of
Action of the International Conference on Population and Development, and to the
outcomes of their review conferences,

–

having regard to the Statement by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights at the
Third Committee of the UN General Assembly in New York, of 15 October 2019,

–

having regard to the Yogyakarta Principles (on the application of international human
rights law in relation to sexual orientation and gender identity), adopted in
November 2006, and the 10 complementary principles (‘plus 10’), adopted on
10 November 2017,

–

having regard to the decision of the UN General Assembly of 28 May 2019 designating
22 August as the UN’s International Day Commemorating the Victims of Acts of
Violence Based on Religion or Belief,

–

having regard to the core conventions of the International Labour Organisation (ILO),

–

having regard to the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration adopted

1
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by the UN General Assembly on 10 and 11 December 2018,
–

having regard to the Global Compact on Refugees, affirmed by the UN General
Assembly on 17 December 2018,

–

having regard to Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 27 April 2016 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the
processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data (General Data
Protection Regulation)2,

–

having regard to the Council of Europe Protocol of 10 October 2018 amending the
Convention for the Protection of Individuals with regard to Automatic Processing of
Personal Data,

–

having regard to the Council conclusions of 25 June 2018 on EU priorities at the United
Nations and at the 73rd session of the General Assembly of the United Nations,

–

having regard to the Council conclusions of 17 July 2018 on the International Criminal
Court on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the adoption of the Rome Statute,

–

having regard to the Commission communication of 26 April 2016 entitled ‘Lives in
Dignity: from Aid-dependence to Self-reliance’ (COM(2016)0234) and the subsequent
Council conclusions of 12 May 2016 on the EU approach to forced displacement and
development,

–

having regard to the Council conclusions on democracy, adopted on 14 October 2019,

–

having regard to the joint declaration from the Vice-President of the Commission / High
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy (VP/HR) and
Ministers of Foreign Affairs or Representatives of 13 UN participating member states of
27 September 2018 on the Good Human Rights Stories initiative,

–

having regard to the EU Annual Report on Human Rights and Democracy in the World
2018,

–

having regard to its resolution of 12 December 2018 on the Annual Report on Human
Rights and Democracy in the World 2017 and the European Union’s policy on the
matter3, and to its previous resolutions on earlier annual reports,

–

having regard to its resolution of 23 November 2016 on EU strategic communication to
counteract propaganda against it by third parties4 and its recommendation of 13 March
2019 to the Council and the VP/HR concerning taking stock of the follow-up taken by
the European External Action Service (EEAS) two years after the EP report on EU
strategic communication to counteract propaganda against it by third parties5,

–

having regard to its resolution of 15 January 2019 on EU Guidelines and the mandate of

OJ L 119, 4.5.2016, p. 1.
Texts adopted, P8_TA(2018)0515.
4 OJ C 224, 27.6.2018, p. 58.
5 Texts adopted, P8_TA(2019)0187.
2
3
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the EU Special Envoy on the promotion of freedom of religion or belief outside the EU6,
–

having regard to its resolution of 3 July 2018 on violation of the rights of indigenous
peoples in the world, including land grabbing7,

–

having regard to its resolution of 14 February 2019 on the future of the LGBTI List of
Actions (2019-2024)8,

–

having regard to its resolution of 13 February 2019 on experiencing a backlash in
women’s rights and gender equality in the EU9,

–

having regard to all its resolutions adopted in 2018 on breaches of human rights,
democracy and the rule of law (known as urgency resolutions) in accordance with
Rule 144 of its Rules of Procedure,

–

having regard to its Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought, which in 2018 was
awarded to Oleg Sentsov, a Ukrainian film director and political prisoner held in Russia,

–

having regard to Rule 54 of its Rules of Procedure,

–

having regard to the letter from the Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender
Equality,

–

having regard to the report of the Committee on Foreign Affairs (A9-0051/2019),

A.

whereas throughout the celebration of the 70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights (UDHR) in 2018, the EU stressed the political significance of building
up a global order based on respect for human rights and reaffirmed its deep and firm
commitment to the promotion and protection of human rights worldwide; whereas the
European Parliament hosted its first ever Human Rights Week in November 2018,
highlighting the milestones achieved since the UDHR was adopted, as well as current
human rights challenges;

B.

whereas respect for and the promotion, indivisibility and safeguarding of the
universality of human rights, as well as the promotion of democratic principles and
values including the rule of law, respect for human dignity and the principles of equality
and solidarity, are the cornerstones of the EU’s ethical and legal acquis and its common
foreign and security policy (CFSP), as well as of all its external action; whereas the EU
should continue to strive to be the leading global actor in the universal promotion and
protection of human rights, including at the level of multilateral cooperation, in
particular through an active and constructive role in diverse UN bodies and in
compliance with the UN Charter, the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European
Union and international law, as well as the obligations in the area of human rights and
the commitments entered into under the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and
the SDGs;

Texts adopted, P8_TA(2019)0013.
Texts adopted, P8_TA(2018)0279.
8 Texts adopted, P8_TA(2019)0129.
9 Texts adopted, P8_TA(2019)0111.
6
7
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C.

whereas the UDHR, as a set of universal values, principles and norms guiding UN
member states, places the protection of human rights at the heart of good governance;
whereas in the spirit of the UDHR and Article 21 of the TEU, the EU is at the forefront
of pursuing human rights-based policies and engages continuously in addressing human
rights abuses;

D.

whereas the EU, through actions at bilateral and multilateral level, has continued to
support the advancement of human rights in 2018, in particular by strengthening
political dialogue with non-EU countries, including those which seek European
integration, and other regional institutions such as the African Union, and by
establishing new international agreements including trade and economic partnerships;
whereas ambitious commitment requires the EU to be consistent and lead by example;

E.

whereas EU policies must ensure the protection of the human rights of the most
vulnerable groups such as ethnic, linguistic and religious minorities, persons with
disabilities, the LGBTI community, women, children, asylum seekers and migrants;
whereas throughout the celebration of the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders
(HRDs), the EU acknowledged the crucial role HRDs play in enhancing democracy and
the rule of law; whereas the HRDs 2018 World Summit yielded an Action Plan with
priorities for the defence of human rights; whereas in 2018, a large number of HRDs
were targeted and killed and subjected to attacks, threats and persecution; whereas some
private military and security companies have been implicated in a number of human
rights violations, which must be properly investigated with those responsible brought to
justice;

F.

whereas even in the present decade, we are witnessing visible limitations on and
offensives against gender equality and women’s rights at an international level; whereas
sexual and reproductive health and rights are grounded in basic human rights and are
essential aspects of human dignity; whereas violence against women and girls is one of
the world’s most widespread human rights violations which affects all levels of society
and constitutes a major barrier to attaining gender equality; whereas a comprehensive
and binding EU strategy for gender equality, exactly as Parliament has demanded, must
provide for the gender mainstreaming of all EU policies and reinforce the impact of the
upcoming EU Gender Action Plan III;

G.

whereas promoting international peace and security is part of the EU’s raison d’être;
whereas the EU is committed to acting on the international scene in the name of the
principles that inspired its creation, and in compliance with and support of the principles
of the UN Charter and international law;

H.

whereas environmental emergencies, including global warming and deforestation, are
the result of human actions and give rise to human rights violations against the people
directly affected, through the loss of their homes and habitats, but also humanity as a
whole; whereas it is important to recognise the link between human rights, health and
environmental protection; whereas ensuring access to water is vital when it comes to
preventing tensions in certain regions;

I.

whereas increased coherence between the EU’s internal and external policies, as well as
between the EU’s external policies, represents an indispensable requirement for a
successful and effective EU human rights policy; whereas policies in support of human
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rights and democracy should be mainstreamed across all other EU policies with an
external dimension, such as development, migration, security, counter-terrorism,
women’s rights and gender equality, enlargement and trade, in particular through the
implementation of human rights clauses in agreements between the EU and non-EU
countries; whereas greater consistency should enable the EU to respond quicker during
the early stages of human rights violations and to be a more active and credible human
rights actor at a global level;
J.

whereas democratic transition and the establishment or consolidation of the rule of law
in many countries are long and arduous processes, for which external support over a
prolonged period, including from the EU, is essential to their success;

Human rights and democracy: general trends and key challenges
1.

Expresses its deep concern at the attacks on democracy and the rule of law worldwide in
2018, which reflect the rise of authoritarianism as a political project, embodying
disregard for human rights, repression of dissent, politicised justice, predetermined
election results, shrinking space for civil society to operate in, and limitations on
freedom of assembly and freedom of expression; underlines the importance of civil
society allowing for flexible, timely and effective responses to regimes that violate
international law, human rights and democratic principles;

2.

Is of the opinion that countries falling into authoritarian regimes become more prone to
instability, conflict, corruption, violent extremism and involvement in foreign military
conflicts; expresses its concerns that there are still regimes that deny the very existence
of universal human rights enshrined in international law; welcomes the fact,
nonetheless, that a number of countries have launched peace and democratisation
processes, implemented constitutional and judicial reforms, and engaged with civil
society in open and public debates with the objective of promoting fundamental
freedoms and human rights, including the abolition of the death penalty; regrets the fact
that in spite of the growing trend towards the abolition of the death penalty worldwide,
a number of countries are yet to put in place a moratorium;

3.

Maintains that all states that adhere to internationally recognised fundamental freedoms
as the cornerstones of democracy must be at the forefront of spreading democratic
governance practices based on human rights and the rule of law around the world, and
of strengthening international legislative instruments for protecting human rights;
underlines the challenges posed by the use of harmful influences that undermine
democratic governance and the values intrinsic to human rights, thereby thwarting the
positive endeavours of democratic states; is deeply concerned about the links between
authoritarian regimes and populist nationalists parties and governments; believes that
such links undermine the credibility of the EU’s efforts to promote the fundamental
values;

4.

Recalls that there can be no hierarchy of human rights; stresses the need to ensure full
respect for, and adherence to, the principle that human rights are universal and
inalienable, indivisible, interdependent and interrelated; stresses that attempts to use the
rights of certain groups to justify the marginalisation of others are wholly unacceptable;

5.

Highlights the scourge of armed conflicts and military attacks aiming, inter alia, at
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ethnic cleansing, which continues to claim civilian lives and causes mass displacement,
with states and non-state actors abdicating their responsibility to abide by international
humanitarian law and international human rights law; stresses that regions at war or in
conflict situations face grave human rights violations that are exceptional in nature and
aimed at denying human dignity, which are both devastating for victims and degrading
for perpetrators; highlights, by way of example, the use of torture and other cruel,
inhuman and degrading treatment, enforced disappearance, extra-judicial killings,
violence and deliberate starvation as weapons of war designed to destroy, destabilise
and demoralise individuals, families, communities and societies, especially children;
highlights the particular vulnerability of women from ethnic and religious minorities to
sexual violence, especially converts; strongly condemns the deadly attacks on hospitals,
schools and other civilian targets that took place around the world in armed conflicts in
2018; recalls that the right to life is an important human right, and that illegal acts of
war must thus always be condemned unanimously and addressed effectively;
6.

Denounces the pushback against multilateralism and the rules-based international order,
which is posing a serious challenge to human rights worldwide; strongly believes in
approaches and decisions taken in cooperation within a multilateral framework,
particularly within UN bodies and existing agreed negotiating formats within regional
organisations such as the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE),
as the most effective means of serving the interests of humanity, finding sustainable
solutions to conflicts based on the norms and principles of international law, the UN
Charter and the Helsinki Final Act, and fostering progress in the field of human rights;
is extremely concerned by the fact that seats on various UN human rights-related
bodies, including the UN Human Rights Council, are occupied by countries with a
proven track record of grave human rights violations;

7.

Is seriously concerned at the increase in the number of murders of, and both physical
and defamatory attacks and the use of death penalty, persecution, imprisonment,
harassment and intimidation against people standing up for human rights throughout the
world, in particular journalists, scholars, lawyers, politicians and civil society activists,
including women’s rights activists, environmental and land defenders and defenders of
religious minorities, mainly in countries with high levels of corruption and a poor
record of upholding the rule of law and judicial oversight; is particularly concerned at
increasingly brazen attacks committed on foreign soil, in some cases in violation of the
laws and customs relating to diplomatic privileges and immunities; demands justice and
accountability at the highest level of decision-making for those attacks; notes that all
human rights defenders, notably women, face specific risks and need adequate
protection; denounces the fact that some governments have adopted legislation that
restricts the activities of civil society or social movement, including the closure of
NGOs or the freezing of their assets; is deeply concerned about the use of repressive
cybersecurity and counter-terrorism legislation to crack down on human rights
defenders;

8.

Stresses the importance of advancing gender equality and women’s and girls’ rights
worldwide; emphasises that in spite of progress, women and girls continue to suffer
discrimination and violence; stresses that most societies still struggle to provide women
and girls with equal rights under the law and equal access to education, healthcare,
decent work, equal pay, and political and economic representation; expresses concern
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over the widespread ongoing attacks on women’s rights and sexual and reproductive
health and rights, and the legislation that in many parts of the world restricts these
rights; highlights that female genital mutilation (FGM) and child marriage are among
the most widespread of human rights violations; expresses concerns that women
expressing a faith or belief are doubly vulnerable to persecution; welcomes the EU-UN
Spotlight Initiative on ending violence against women and girls and calls for it to be
reinforced;
9.

Stresses that respecting and promoting the rights of the child, fighting all kinds of
abuse, neglect, mistreatment, trafficking and exploitation of children, including forced
marriages and the recruitment or use of child soldiers in armed conflict, and providing
children with care and education are crucial issues for the future of humanity; supports,
in this respect, the monitoring and reporting mechanism established with UN Security
Council Resolution 1612 on children and armed conflict;

10.

Stresses the importance of fully considering the specific needs of persons with
disabilities; calls for the EU to incorporate the fight against disability discrimination
into its external action and development aid policies, along with the fight for equal
access to the labour market and access to education and training, as well as to promote
solutions that make it easier for persons with disabilities to operate within society;

11.

Draws attention to instances of persecution and discrimination related to ethnicity,
nationality, social class, caste, religion, belief, language, age, sex, sexuality and gender
identity, which remain rife in many countries and societies; is seriously concerned at the
increasingly intolerant and hate-filled responses targeting people who are the victims of
these human rights violations; calls for the persons responsible for those violations to be
held to account;

12.

Notes that the number of people forcibly displaced in 2018 exceeded 70 million,
including 26 million refugees, 41 million internally displaced persons and 3.5 million
asylum seekers10; notes, in addition, that there are some 12 million stateless people
worldwide; takes the view that wars, conflicts, terrorism, violence, political oppression,
persecution on account of religion or belief, poverty, and water and food insecurity fuel
the risks of new conflicts and the further displacement of populations; recognises that
the environmental consequences of climate change, such as more limited access to safe
drinking water, may exacerbate the displacement of populations;

13.

Stresses that the climate emergency and mass biodiversity loss constitute major threats
to population; recalls that the fundamental human rights to life, health, food and safe
water are at risk without a healthy environment; draws attention to the impact on human
rights of environmental devastation, both for the populations concerned, and in respect
of the right to the environment, for all of humanity; underlines the essential obligations
and responsibilities of states and other decision-makers to comply with the goals of the
2015 Paris Agreement to combat climate change, counter its effects, forestall its
negative impact on human rights and promote appropriate policies in compliance with
human rights obligations; recalls the obligations incumbent on states to protect
biodiversity and provide access to effective remedies in cases of biodiversity loss and
degradation; expresses its support for nascent legislative efforts at international level in

10

UNHCR – Global Trends 2018 report (19 June 2019).
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relation to environmental crimes;
14.

Stresses that freedom of speech and expression and media pluralism both online and
offline are at the heart of resilient, democratic societies; condemns the misuse of
legitimate aims such as counter-terrorism, state security and law enforcement for the
purposes of limiting freedom of expression; condemns media propaganda and
misinformation against minorities; calls for the establishment of the best possible
safeguards against hate speech and radicalisation, disinformation campaigns and hostile
propaganda, particularly those originating from authoritarian states and non-state actors
such as terrorist groups, by developing a legal framework at both EU and international
level for tackling hybrid threats, including cyber and information warfare, while not
compromising on fundamental rights; recalls that the media should reflect a plurality of
diverse opinions and support and obey the principle of non-discrimination; stresses, in
this regard, that persons belonging to minorities should have indiscriminate access to
broadcast media, including in their own language;

Making the EU’s human rights foreign policy more effective
15.

Recalls the EU’s commitment to placing human rights and democracy at the centre of
its relations with non-EU countries; stresses, therefore, that the objective of advancing
human rights and democracy around the world requires it to be mainstreamed in all EU
policies which have an external dimension; calls for the EU to fulfil these commitments
and to ensure that its engagement does not inadvertently reinforce authoritarian regimes;

16.

Calls on the Commission and the Member States to adopt a new, ambitious,
comprehensive and binding Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy for the next
five years; insists that all human rights challenges, including digital rights,
environmental rights, the rights of the elderly, sports and human rights, and the rights of
migrants be adequately addressed in the future Action Plan; calls for the creation of a
strong monitoring mechanism to assess the implementation and impact of the Action
Plan; calls on the Member States to take greater ownership of the Action Plan and to
report back on its implementation;

17.

Notes the importance of its resolutions on breaches of human rights, democracy and the
rule of law and of the work of its Subcommittee on Human Rights; strongly
recommends that the Commission and the EEAS enhance their engagement with
Parliament’s Subcommittee on Human Rights so as to enable it to participate in the
future Action Plan and to monitor its implementation; calls on the EEAS to provide
Parliament with regular reports on the follow-up actions it has taken on all urgency
resolutions and/or the recommendations thereon;

18.

Highlights the fact that trade, the EU’s policies in this area and human rights can and
should reinforce one another, and that the business community has an important role to
play in offering positive incentives for promoting human rights, democracy and
corporate responsibility; urges the Commission and the EEAS to make effective use of
human rights clauses in international agreements, not only via political dialogue, regular
progress assessments and recourse to consultation procedures upon request, but also by
creating an effective mechanism for monitoring serious human rights violations which
might occur through business activities; calls for human rights clauses to be duly
enforced and monitored accordingly, including through measurable benchmarks, with
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the involvement of Parliament, civil society and the relevant international organisations;
calls for the establishment of an effective and independent complaints mechanism for
groups of citizens and stakeholders who are affected by human rights violations;
stresses that the EU and its Member States must prevent any kind of corporate human
rights abuses and the negative impact of business activities;
19.

Supports human rights dialogues with non-EU countries as an essential tool for bilateral
engagement in the promotion and protection of human rights; recalls that the EU
Guidelines on human rights dialogues with third countries outline a number of criteria
for opening a dialogue, including ‘the extent to which the government is willing to
improve the situation, the degree of commitment shown by the government in respect of
international human rights conventions, the government’s readiness to cooperate with
United Nations human rights procedures and mechanisms as well as the government’s
attitude towards civil society’; calls for the EEAS to carry out a regular assessment of
each dialogue, as envisaged by the aforementioned guidelines, and to ensure that if
tangible progress has not been made, the EU should adjust its aims and reconsider its
approach; calls on the Commission and the EEAS, with stronger involvement of civil
society groups and relevant international organisations, to join forces to address human
rights and related obligations in dialogues or negotiations in any political and economic
areas, with the governments of non-EU countries, in order to reinforce the impact of
human rights dialogues; recommends that the concerns being voiced about the human
rights situation in those countries be heeded and that appropriate action be taken,
including by raising individual cases in the context of human rights dialogues; calls for
a more active involvement of Parliament, when drawing up the agendas of the human
rights dialogues; stresses that country strategies on human rights (HRCSs) and their
annual implementation reports constitute an essential tool for ensuring policy
consistency, identify key strategic priorities, define long- and short-term objectives, and
set out concrete actions to advance human rights; reiterates its call for MEPs to be given
access to the content of HRCSs; welcomes civil society seminars preceding human
rights dialogues and urges that their conclusions be followed up on, with the dedicated
involvement of civil society organisations (CSOs);

20.

Issues a strong call for the EU to consistently address discrimination by making best use
of the EU human rights toolbox, including through dialogue, by issuing condemnations
and by supporting civil society and joint initiatives at UN level, in line with the EU’s
newly adopted guidelines on non-discrimination in external action and the UN
Guidance Tool on descent-based discrimination, published in 2017;

21.

Strongly supports the work and efforts of the EU Special Representative for Human
Rights (EUSR) in protecting and promoting human rights around the world; underlines
the important objective in the EUSR’s mandate to enhance the EU’s effectiveness in
this area; calls on the EUSR to act upon his mandate to serve to enhance the EU’s
endeavours to strengthen democracy; insists on its request for the EUSR’s mandate to
be reviewed so as to make the EUSR permanent and more accountable, and for it to be
endowed with own-initiative powers, adequate resources and the ability to speak
publicly in order to report on the achievements of visits to third countries and
communicate the EU’s positions on human rights topics; reiterates its call for greater
transparency on the activities and missions of the EUSR and insists that his regular
reports to the Council are also shared with Parliament; welcomes the expansion of the
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EUSR’s mandate to include promoting support for international criminal justice and
expects the EUSR to be particularly active in this field;
22.

Welcomes the efforts by the EEAS and the Commission to continuously strengthen EU
officials’ awareness on human rights; welcomes the fact that human rights focal points
and liaison officers on HRDs are now present in all EU Delegations; calls on the EEAS
to issue Parliament with a detailed report on the completion of this network of focal
points in order to evaluate it and ensure it is implemented consistently across all EU
Delegations; calls on all EU Delegations and their respective focal points on human
rights to consistently abide by their obligation to meet with HRDs, visit detained
activists, monitor their trials and advocate for their protection on the ground;

23.

Recognises the progress made in terms of the procedure and format of the EU Annual
Report on Human Rights and Democracy in the World 2018, but expects the Council
and the VP/HR to take even greater account of the positions expressed by Parliament in
its relevant resolutions and/or recommendations in order to ensure deeper and more
effective interaction between the EU institutions on human rights issues; asks the
Council to continue its efforts to finalise these annual reports earlier in the year;
encourages the Council to ensure that the adoption of the next annual report is based on
an adequate consultation process;

Developing solutions to promote and protect human rights and democracy
Democratic governance and enabling space for civil society
24.

Calls for the EU and the Member States to continue to closely monitor developments
that negatively affect governance and civil society space worldwide, without exception,
and to systematically respond, using all appropriate means, to policies and legislative
changes led by authoritarian governments that are aimed at undermining governance
based on fundamental democratic principles and at shrinking civil society space; is of
the opinion that there should be greater synergies between the Commission, the EEAS
and Parliament on this matter; welcomes the invaluable assistance provided to civil
society organisations worldwide under the European Instrument for Democracy and
Human Rights (EIDHR), which remains the EU’s flagship tool for implementing its
external human rights policy; calls for funding to civil society and human rights under
the successor to the EIDHR to be further enhanced; stresses that in 2018, hundreds of
peaceful civil society demonstrators were arrested, subjected to ill treatment and
arbitrary detention, and forced to pay fines as a result of their trials;

EU approach to conflicts and accountability for human rights violations
25.

Stresses the link between the rise in human rights violations and widespread impunity
and the lack of accountability in those regions and countries devastated by conflicts or
characterised by politically motivated intimidation, discrimination, harassment and
assault, abduction, violent policing, arbitrary arrests, cases of torture, and killings; calls
on the international community to support actions aimed at combating impunity and
promoting accountability, especially in those regions and countries where the dynamics
of impunity reward those who bear the greatest responsibility and disempower victims;
stresses, moreover, that minorities and marginalised groups are often particularly
impacted by conflicts;
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26.

Recalls its resolutions denouncing specific responsibilities for conflicts that in 2018
caused hundreds of child casualties in the course of deliberate attacks against civilian
populations and humanitarian infrastructures; calls on all EU Member States to strictly
comply with the EU Code of Conduct on Arms Exports and, in particular, to stop all
transfers of arms or surveillance and intelligence equipment that can be used by
governments to suppress human rights, especially in the context of armed conflicts;
insists on the need for full transparency and regular reporting by EU Member States on
their arms transfers; recalls its resolution of 27 February 2014 on the use of armed
drones11; expresses its grave concern over the use of armed drones outside the
international legal framework; calls further on the Commission to keep Parliament
properly informed about the use of EU funds for all research and development projects
associated with the construction of drones; urges the VP/HR to ban the development,
production and use of fully autonomous weapons, which enable strikes to be carried out
without human intervention;

27.

Strongly condemns all heinous crimes and human rights violations committed by state
and non-state actors, including against citizens peacefully exercising their human rights;
calls for the EU and its Member States to use all their political weight to prevent any act
that could be considered a genocide, a war crime or a crime against humanity from
taking place, to respond in an efficient and coordinated manner in cases where such
crimes occur, to mobilise all necessary resources to bring to justice all those
responsible, to assist the victims and to support stabilisation and reconciliation
processes; calls on the international community to develop instruments to minimise the
warning-response gap in order to prevent the emergence, re-emergence or escalation of
violent conflicts, such as the EU’s early warning system; calls on the EEAS and the
Commission to include an ambitious strategy on the fight against impunity in the third
EU Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy; highly recommends the
establishment of a European observatory on prevention, accountability, and combating
impunity; reiterates its call for the VP/HR to appoint an EU Special Representative on
International Humanitarian Law and International Justice with a mandate to promote,
mainstream and represent the EU’s commitment to the fight against impunity;

28.

Welcomes the EU’s efforts to promote the universality of the Rome Statute in 2018,
when the 20th anniversary of its adoption was celebrated, and reaffirms its unwavering
support for the International Criminal Court (ICC); notes that international law is
currently under serious pressure; is concerned that, because of the ICC’s broad
jurisdiction, of the 193 UN member states, only 122 are members of the ICC and only
38 have ratified the Kampala Amendment, which gives the ICC powers to prosecute the
crime of aggression; calls for the EU and its Member States to encourage all UN
member states to ratify and implement the Rome Statute, and is dismayed at the
withdrawals from the Statute and the threats to do so; calls also on all the signatories of
the Rome Statute to coordinate and cooperate with the ICC; calls for the EU and its
Member States to systematically support the ICC’s examinations, investigations and
decisions, and to take the necessary measures to prevent cases of non-cooperation with
the ICC; calls for financial support for organisations that collect, keep and protect
evidence – digital or in other formats – of the crimes committed by any parties to
conflicts, in order to facilitate their prosecution at an international level; calls on the EU
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Member States and the EU Genocide Network to support the UN investigative team in
collecting, preserving and storing evidence of crimes currently being committed or very
recently perpetrated so that they are not lost; calls on the Commission and the EEAS to
explore ways and present new tools to help the victims of violations of international
human rights law and of international humanitarian law to access international justice
and obtain remedy and reparation, including through building the capacity of non-EU
countries to apply the principle of universal jurisdiction in their domestic legal systems;
29.

Welcomes the initial exploratory discussions, and calls for their continuation, within the
Council regarding the establishment of a global EU human rights sanctions mechanism,
the so-called ‘Magnitsky List’, allowing for targeted sanctions against individuals
complicit in serious human rights violations, as called for by Parliament on many
occasions, in particular in March 2019; calls on the Council to speed up its discussions
in order to adopt the necessary legislation, set up this mechanism, and adequately fund
it as soon as possible; stresses the importance for this system to comply with the EU
judicial review mechanism; also stresses, as an example to follow, the enactment by
some EU Member States of laws that provide for sanctions to be imposed on individuals
deemed responsible for human rights abuses;

30.

Calls on the VP/HR and the Council to pay special attention to the human rights
situation in illegally occupied territories; reiterates that illegal occupation of a territory
or part of it is an ongoing violation of international law; underlines the responsibility of
the occupying power towards the civilian population under international humanitarian
law; regrets the reinstatement of representatives from a country occupying the territory
of another state to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe;

Human rights defenders (HRDs)
31.

Stresses the invaluable and essential role that HRDs play at the risk of their own lives,
in particular women’s human rights defenders; underlines the need for strong EU
coordination on engagement with third-country authorities regarding HRDs; highlights
that 2018 marked the 20th anniversary of the UN Declaration on Human Rights
Defenders; recommends strengthening cooperation between the EU institutions and the
Member States, enabling them to provide continuous support and protection to HRDs;
values the ‘protectdefenders.eu’ mechanism, which was established to protect HRDs at
grave risk, and calls for it to be strengthened;

32.

Underlines the need for a strategic, visible, and impact-oriented EU approach to
protecting HRDs; calls on the Council to issue annual Foreign Affairs Council
conclusions on EU action to promote and protect HRDs in the EU’s foreign policy; calls
on the Council and the Commission to establish a coordinated procedure for granting
visas to HRDs, and where appropriate, facilitating temporary shelter; calls on the
Commission and the Member States to ensure sufficient funding for the protection of
HRDs in the relevant thematic programmes of the Neighbourhood, Development and
International Cooperation Instrument (NDICI), and to ensure it is accessible and reaches
those most in need, who are most marginalised; calls on the Commission to make full
use of this instrument in the future and insists that EU Delegations and Member States
should increase their funding and capacity for emergency protection and support for
HRDs at risk; condemns the continued imposition of travel bans on human rights
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activists who wish to attend sessions of the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva and
other international institutions; calls on the governments concerned to lift them;
Women’s rights and gender equality
33.

Strongly supports the EU’s strategic engagement for gender equality and its ongoing
efforts to improve the human rights situation of women and girls, in line with the 2030
SDGs; emphasises that gender equality should be a key priority in all working relations,
policies and external actions of the EU, as it is a principle for the EU and its Member
States itself according to the Treaties; calls for the EU to adopt a comprehensive Gender
Equality Strategy once the strategic engagement expires; calls on the Commission to
prepare and adopt a communication to renew the Gender Action Plan after 2020, as an
important EU tool to contribute to women’s and girls’ rights worldwide; calls on
Member States to endorse the Gender Action Plan III in Council conclusions; calls on
the Commission and the EEAS to further contribute to gender equality and girls’ and
women’s empowerment by working closely with international organisations, non-EU
countries and civil society, in order to develop and implement new legal frameworks
regarding gender equality;

34.

Stresses the alarming increase of violence against women and girls; condemns all forms
of gender-based, physical, sexual and psychological violence; expresses grave concerns
over the escalated use of torture in the form of sexual and gender-based violence as a
weapon of war; stresses that sexual crimes and gender-based violence are considered by
the Rome Statute as war crimes, crimes against humanity or constitutive elements of
genocide or torture; urges countries to step up their legislation in order to tackle these
issues; reiterates its call on the EU Member States and members of the Council of
Europe that have not done so, to ratify and implement the Istanbul Convention as soon
as possible; calls for further action to eradicate all forms of gender-based violence and
harmful practices targeting women and girls, such as forced or early marriage, female
genital mutilation, sexual violence as well as forced religious conversion; supports the
continuation of the joint EU-UN Spotlight Initiative; calls on the EU Delegations to
ensure data collection on violence against women, to draw up country-specific
recommendations, and to promote protective mechanisms and support structures for
victims;

35.

Affirms that access to health is a human right, that sexual and reproductive health and
rights are grounded in basic human rights, and are essential elements of human dignity;
points out that inadequate access to vital goods and social services (for example water,
nutrition, health, education and sanitation), as well as difficulties in gaining access to
sexual and reproductive health represent an unacceptable violation of human rights;
condemns the violations of women’s sexual and reproductive rights (SRHR), including
the denial of access to relevant services; emphasises that proper and affordable
healthcare, including mental healthcare such as psychological support, and universal
respect for and access to SRHR and education should be guaranteed for all women, and
that they should be able to make free and responsible decisions about their health,
including sexual and reproductive health; notes that these services are important in
saving women’s lives and reducing infant and child mortality; finds it unacceptable that
women’s and girls’ SRHR remain a battleground, including in multilateral settings;
stresses that women and girl victims of armed conflicts have the right to receive the
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necessary medical care; emphasises the role of women in conflict prevention and
resolution, in peacekeeping, humanitarian aid and post-conflict reconstruction
operations and in the promotion of human rights and democratic reforms;
36.

Calls for the EU to work with other countries to step up their actions in the fields of
education, healthcare and social services, data collection, funding and programming, to
better prevent and respond to sexual and gender-based violence worldwide; points out
that education is an essential tool for combating discrimination and violence against
women and children; calls for measures to facilitate the access of women and girls to
education and the labour market, and for particular attention to be paid to the gender
balance in filling managerial positions by companies; also calls for the inclusion of
girls’ education in EU agreements with developing countries;

Rights of the child
37.

Underlines the fact that minors are often exposed to specific forms of abuse, such as
child forced marriage, child prostitution, use of child soldiers, genital mutilation, child
labour and child trafficking, especially in humanitarian crises and armed conflicts, and
therefore require enhanced protection; draws particular attention to stateless children,
migrant and refugee children; calls for the EU to cooperate with non-EU countries to
end early, child and forced marriages by making 18 the legal minimum age for
marriage, requiring the verification of the age of both spouses and of their full and free
consent, introducing compulsory marriage records, and ensuring compliance with those
rules; calls for new EU initiatives to promote and protect the rights of the child,
including to prevent and combat child abuse in the world, to rehabilitate and reintegrate
children affected by conflict, especially those who are victims of extremist groups, and
children that suffer from multiple and intersectional discrimination, and to provide them
with a sheltered, family- and community-based environment as the natural context for
their lives, in which care and education are fundamental; calls for the EU to initiate an
international movement to advocate the rights of the child, inter alia by organising an
international conference on the protection of children in fragile environments; reaffirms
the urgent need for universal ratification and effective implementation of the UN
Convention on the Rights of Child and its Optional Protocols;

Rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) persons
38.

Condemns the arbitrary detention, torture, persecution and killings of LGBTI persons;
notes that in a number of countries around the world, LGBTI persons continue to face
persecution and violence based on their sexual orientation; regrets the fact that many
countries still criminalise homosexuality, including some which provide for the death
penalty for homosexuality; believes that practices and acts of violence against
individuals on the basis of their sexual orientation should not go unpunished, and must
be eradicated; calls for the implementation of EU Guidelines to promote and protect the
enjoyment of all human rights by lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex
persons;

Rights of persons with disabilities
39.

Welcomes the ratifications of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities; reiterates the importance of effective implementation by both the EU
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Member States and the EU institutions; stresses the importance of non-discrimination
and the need to credibly mainstream the principle of universal accessibility, and to
ensure all the rights of persons with disabilities throughout all the relevant EU policies,
including development policy; calls for the creation of a global centre of excellence for
future-proof and entrepreneurial skills for people with disabilities;
The fight against caste discrimination
40.

Notes with great concern the scale and consequences of caste hierarchies, caste-based
discrimination and the perpetuation of caste-based human rights violations, including
the denial of access to the legal system or employment, continued segregation, poverty
and stigmatisation, and caste-related barriers to the exercise of basic human rights and
facilitation of human development; reiterates its call for the development of an EU
policy on caste discrimination, and calls for the EU to act on its own grave concerns
over caste discrimination; calls for the adoption of an EU instrument for the prevention
and elimination of caste-based discrimination; reiterates its call for the EU and its
Member States to intensify efforts and support initiatives at the UN and delegation
levels to eliminate caste discrimination; notes that such initiatives should include
promotion of specific indicators, disaggregated data and special measures to tackle caste
discrimination in the implementation and monitoring of the 2030 Sustainable
Development Goals and observance of the new UN Guidance Tool on descent-based
discrimination and support to states;

Indigenous Peoples
41.

Is deeply concerned that Indigenous Peoples face widespread and systematic
discrimination and persecution worldwide, including arbitrary arrests and killings of
human rights defenders, forced displacement, land grabbing and the violation of their
rights by corporations; notes that most Indigenous Peoples live below the poverty
threshold; calls on all states to include Indigenous Peoples in the decision-making
process on strategies for tackling climate change; calls on countries to ratify the
provisions of ILO Convention 169 on Indigenous and Tribal Peoples;

Freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief (FoRB)
42.

Stresses that the right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief (more
commonly known as freedom of religion or belief – FoRB), which includes the rights
not to believe, to espouse theistic, non-theistic, agnostic or atheistic views and the right
to apostasy and not to profess any religion must be guaranteed all over the world and
preserved unconditionally; urges the Commission, the EEAS and the Member States to
step up advocacy in relation to FoRB, and to initiate dialogue with states and
representatives of civil society and faith, non-confessional, humanistic and
philosophical groups and churches, religious associations and communities in order to
prevent acts of violence, persecution, intolerance and discrimination against persons on
the grounds of thought, conscience, philosophical opinions, and religion or belief;
deplores anti-conversion and blasphemy laws, which effectively limit and even deprive
religious minorities and atheists of their freedom of religion or belief; also urges the
Commission, the EEAS and the Member States to fully implement the EU Guidelines
on FoRB;
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43.

Calls for the EU and its Member States to continue to forge alliances and enhance
cooperation with a broad range of countries and regional organisations, in order to
deliver positive change on freedom of religion or belief, especially in conflict areas
where faith groups, such as the Christians in the Middle East, are most vulnerable; fully
supports the EU practice of taking the lead on thematic resolutions in the UN Human
Rights Council, and on FoRB in the UN General Assembly;

44.

Supports the work and efforts of the Special Envoy for the promotion of FoRB outside
the EU; reiterates its calls on the Council and Commission to carry out a transparent and
comprehensive assessment of the effectiveness and added value of the position of the
Special Envoy in the process of the renewal and reinforcement of their mandate and
position by the Commission; insists that their work be adequately resourced to enhance
the EU’s effectiveness in this area; reminds the Council and Commission of the need to
adequately support, in permanent consultation with religious and philosophical
organisations, the institutional mandate, capacity and duties of the Special Envoy for the
promotion of FoRB outside the EU, by exploring the possibility of a multi-year term
subject to annual review, and by developing working networks within all relevant EU
institutions, in line with its resolution of 15 January 2019 on the EU Guidelines and the
mandate of the EU Special Envoy on the promotion of FoRB outside the EU;

Freedom of expression, media freedom and the right to information
45.

Strongly denounces and condemns the killing, kidnapping, imprisonment and
intimidation of and attacks against, including by physical and judicial means, many
journalists, bloggers and whistle-blowers, and the threats that they faced in 2018; calls
for the EU to make every effort to protect them in the future; recalls that freedom of
expression and freedom of the media foster a culture of pluralism, and are essential
components of the foundations of a democratic society; recalls that journalists should be
free to exercise their profession without fear of prosecution or imprisonment;
emphasises that any restriction on the exercise of freedom of expression and media
freedom, such as the removal of online content, must be exceptional, with special
attention to the principles of necessity and proportionality, and must be prescribed by
law and judged in a court of law;

46.

Calls for the EU, its Member States, and its EUSR in particular, to pay particular
attention to the protection of freedom of expression and the freedom, independence and
pluralism of the media worldwide, to better monitor all forms of restrictions – online or
offline – on freedom of expression and the media, to systematically condemn such
restrictions, and to use all diplomatic means and tools available to put an end to them;
stresses the importance of condemning and combating hate speech and incitement to
violence online and offline as a direct threat to the rule of law and the values embodied
in human rights; supports initiatives that help draw a distinction between fake news or
propagandistic misinformation and information gathered as a part of genuine and
independent journalism work; emphasises the importance of ensuring effective and
systematic implementation of the EU Guidelines on freedom of expression online and
offline, and of regularly monitoring their impact;

Death penalty, torture and other forms of ill-treatment
47.

Condemns the use of torture, inhuman or degrading treatment and the death penalty,
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which continue to be applied in many countries all over the world; is concerned about
the number of convictions and executions for reasons that do not fit the definition of
serious crimes, which is contrary to international law; calls on countries that have not
already done so to establish an immediate moratorium on the death penalty as a step
towards its abolition; calls for the EU to intensify its efforts to eradicate torture and the
death penalty; calls for the EU and its Member States to be particularly vigilant with
regard to the states threatening to restore the death penalty in law or in fact; calls for a
stop to the global trade in goods used for torture and capital punishment;
48.

Considers it essential to combat all forms of torture and ill-treatment, including
psychological abuse, of persons in prison or other places of detention, to step up efforts
to ensure compliance with relevant international law in this area, and to ensure
compensations for victims; expresses its grave concern at the state of prisons and
detention conditions in a number of countries, including access to care and medicines,
particularly for diseases such as hepatitis or HIV; recalls that the refusal to allow
prisoners access to healthcare constitutes ill-treatment or even torture, and may be
failure to assist a person in danger; welcomes the EU’s revised policy towards third
countries on torture and other cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment or punishment;
calls on the Member States to mainstream safeguards against torture and other illtreatment in all their actions and policies;

49.

Welcomes the establishment of the EU Anti-Torture Coordination Group in 2017;
welcomes, in this regard, the updates to EU legislation called for in its legislative
resolution of 29 November 2018 on trade in certain goods which could be used for
capital punishment, torture or other cruel treatment or punishment12; highlights the
importance of further strengthening cooperation with UN mechanisms, regional bodies
and relevant actors, such as the ICC, CSOs and HRDs, in the fight against torture and
other ill-treatment;

Business and human rights
50.

Reaffirms that the activities of all companies, whether operating domestically or across
borders, must be in full compliance with international human rights standards; reaffirms
moreover, the importance of promoting corporate social responsibility; underlines the
importance of European enterprises playing a leading role in promoting international
standards on business and human rights; recalls the responsibility of businesses in
ensuring that their operations and supply chains are not implicated in human rights
abuses, such as forced and child labour, violation of indigenous peoples’ rights, land
grabbing, threats and attacks on human rights defenders, and environmental
degradation;

51.

Stresses the need to establish an international binding instrument to regulate, in
international human rights law, the activities of transnational corporations and other
companies; calls for a legislative proposal on corporate human rights and due diligence
to prevent abuses in the global operations of companies, and to enhance access to
judicial remedy for victims of corporate misconduct; stresses the importance for all
countries to fully implement the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights,
and calls on those EU Member States that have not yet adopted national action plans on
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business rights to do so as soon as possible; encourages the EU and its Member States
to participate constructively in the work of the UN Intergovernmental Working Group
on Transnational Corporations and Other Business Enterprises with Respect to Human
Rights; considers this to be a necessary step forward in the promotion and protection of
human rights;
52.

Urges the Commission to ensure that the projects supported by the European Investment
Bank (EIB) and European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) are in
line with EU policy and commitments on human rights and that there are accountability
mechanisms for individuals to make public violations related to the activities of the EIB
and EBRD; considers that an EU interinstitutional task force on business and human
rights would be a useful additional tool; calls on the private sector, in particular
financial, insurance and transport companies, to provide their services to humanitarian
actors carrying out relief activities, in full compliance with humanitarian exemptions
and exemptions provided for in EU legislation; welcomes the establishment of the
Independent Canadian Ombudsperson for Responsible Enterprise;

53.

Takes positive note of the GSP+ preference system as a means of stimulating the
effective implementation of the 27 core international conventions on human rights and
labour standards; acknowledges that global value chains contribute to enhancing core
international labour, environmental and social standards, and represent an opportunity
in terms of sustainable progress, particularly in developing countries, and in countries at
greater risk due to climate change; stresses that non-EU countries benefiting from the
GSP+ preference system should show progress on all aspects of human rights; notes that
enhanced and effective monitoring mechanisms could reinforce the leverage potential of
trade preference schemes in response to human rights violations; supports the
introduction and the implementation of human rights conditionality clauses in
international agreements between the EU and non-EU countries, including in trade and
investment; calls on the Commission to systematically monitor the implementation of
these clauses to ensure that they are respected by the beneficiary countries, and to report
regularly to Parliament on the respect of human rights by the partner countries;

New technologies and human rights
54.

Stresses the importance of elaborating an EU strategy to put new technologies, such as
artificial intelligence, at the service of people, and to address the potential threat of new
technologies to human rights, including disinformation, mass surveillance, fake news,
hate speech, state-sponsored restrictions and the abuse of artificial intelligence; further
stresses the specific threat that these technologies might pose in controlling, restricting
and undermining legitimate activities; underlines the importance of striking the right
balance between human rights, in particular the right to privacy and other legitimate
considerations such as security or the fight against crime, terrorism and extremism;
expresses its concern at the increasing employment of certain dual-use cybersurveillance technologies against human rights activists, journalists, political opponents
and lawyers;

55.

Calls for the EU and the Member States to engage with third country governments to
end repressive cybersecurity and counter-terrorism legislation practices and legislation;
recalls the obligation to annually update Annex I to Council Regulation (EC) No

RR\1194964EN.docx

21/46

PE641.241v03-00

EN

428/2009, which lists dual-use items for which authorisation is required; stresses the
need for effective digital cooperation between governments, the private sector, civil
society, academic and technical communities, the social partners and other stakeholders
to ensure a secure and inclusive digital future for all, in line with international human
rights legislation;
Migrants and refugees
56.

Stresses the urgent need to tackle the root causes of migration flows such as wars,
conflicts, authoritarian regimes, persecution, irregular migration networks, human
trafficking, smuggling, poverty, economic inequality and climate change, and to find
long-term solutions based on respect for human rights and dignity; underlines the
necessity of creating legal channels and paths for migration, and of facilitating
voluntary returns, where possible, including in line with the principle of nonrefoulement;

57.

Calls for the external dimension of the refugee crisis to be addressed, including by
finding sustainable solutions to conflicts through building cooperation and partnerships
with the third countries concerned; believes that compliance with international refugee
and human rights law is an important building block for cooperation with third
countries; stresses the need to take genuine steps, in line with the Global Compacts on
Migration and Refugees, to enhance refugee self-sufficiency, to expand access to third
country solutions, to improve human rights conditions in migration management,
especially of countries of origin or transit, and for safe return in dignity; calls for the EU
and its Member States to be fully transparent about cooperation policies with and the
allocation of funds to third countries for cooperation on migration; considers it
important that resources for development and cooperation are not diverted from their
objectives, and must not benefit those responsible for human rights violations; calls for
the EU to support the UNHCR initiative to end statelessness by 2024 within and outside
the EU;

58.

Denounces the deaths of refugees and migrants and the human rights abuses they endure
in the Mediterranean Sea; also denounces the attacks against NGOs that help these
people; calls for the EU and its Member States to increase humanitarian assistance for
forcibly displaced persons; calls for the EU and its Member States to provide support
for refugee-hosting communities; insists that the implementation of the Global
Compacts on Migration and Refugees must therefore go hand in hand with the
implementation of the UN’s 2030 Agenda as set out in the SDGs, as well as with
increased investment in developing countries;

59.

Stresses that the climate emergency and mass biodiversity loss constitute a major threat
to human rights; calls on the Commission and the EEAS to work towards a EU strategy
to protect a healthy environment by working closely with third countries and
international organisations such as the UNHCR, which has recently launched a joint
strategy with the UN Environment Programme (UNEP); underlines that the UN
estimates that there will be many environmentally-displaced people by 2050; recalls the
obligations and responsibilities of states and other bodies responsible to mitigate the
effects of climate change and to prevent it from having a negative impact on human
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rights; welcomes international efforts to promote the integration of environmental
issues, natural disasters and climate change with human rights; calls for the EU to
participate actively in the international debate on a possible normative framework for
protecting ‘environmentally and climate-displaced persons’;
Democracy support
60.

Stresses that the EU should continue to actively support democratic and effective
political pluralism in human rights institutions, independent media, parliaments and
civil society in their efforts to promote democratisation, in a context-sensitive manner,
while taking into account the cultural and national background of the third countries
concerned in order to strengthen dialogue and partnership; recalls that human rights are
a fundamental cornerstone of democratisation processes; takes positive note of the
European Endowment for Democracy’s (EED) consistent engagement in the Western
Balkans and in the eastern and southern neighbourhoods of the EU to promote
democracy and respect for fundamental rights and freedoms; recalls that the experience
gained and the lessons learned from transitions to democracy in the framework of the
enlargement and neighbourhood policies could make a positive contribution to
identifying the best practices that could be used to support and consolidate other
democratisation processes worldwide; recalls that EU enlargement proved to be the
most effective tool for supporting democracy, the rule of law and human rights on the
European continent, and that the option of EU accession should therefore remain open
to the countries that are willing to join and have implemented reforms as stipulated in
Article 49 of the TEU; urges the EU to closely follow the implementation of provisions
protecting human rights and the rights of persons belonging to minorities throughout all
enlargement processes;

61.

Welcomes the Council conclusions on democracy of 14 October 2019 as the start of the
process of updating and strengthening the EU’s approach to strengthening democracy;
in this respect, emphasises the role of education on human rights and democratisation as
essential tools to consolidate these values both within and outside the EU; stresses the
importance of adopting specific funding rules for EU democracy support programmes
taking into consideration the nature of democratic changes; underlines the need to invest
in adequate resources to better coordinate democracy support programmes and policy
priorities; supports the effort to ensure transparency over the EU aid in this area;
commits itself to promoting greater transparency of democratic processes, particularly
financing of political- and issue-based campaigning by different non-state actors;

62

Reiterates its positive view of the EU’s continued support for electoral processes, and
its provision of electoral assistance and support to domestic observers; welcomes and
fully supports, in this context, the work of Parliament’s Democracy Support and
Election Coordination Group; recalls the importance of proper follow-up to the reports
and recommendations of election observation missions as a way of enhancing their
impact and strengthening the EU’s support for democratic standards in the countries
concerned; stresses the need to support democracy throughout the electoral cycle by
means of long-term, flexible programmes that reflect the nature of democratic change;
urges rigorous follow-up of cases of human rights violations against candidates during
electoral processes, in particular against those belonging to vulnerable groups or
minorities;
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63.

Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the
Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy, the EU Special Representative for Human Rights, the
governments and parliaments of the Member States, the UN Security Council, the UN
Secretary-General, the President of the 74th session of the UN General Assembly, the
President of the UN Human Rights Council, the UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights and the EU Heads of Delegation.
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ANNEX I

INDIVIDUAL CASES RAISED BY THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT BETWEEN
JANUARY AND DECEMBER 2018
COUNTRY

BACKGROUND

ACTION TAKEN BY
THE PARLIAMENT

Nabeel Rajab is a leading human
rights defender in Bahrain. He
served a two-year prison sentence
between 2012 and 2014 for his role
in helping to lead and organise
demonstrations in Bahrain. He was
again arrested in June 2016 and, on
21 February 2018, he was
sentenced by the High Criminal
Court to five years in prison for
tweets, wherein he criticized
Bahrain's government. On 5 June
2018, the High Court of
Appeal ruled to uphold the
sentence
against
him
for
‘disseminating false rumours in
time of war’, ‘insulting a
neighbouring country’
and
‘insulting a statutory body’ in
relation to tweets he posted on
alleged torture in Bahrain’s Jaw
prison and the Saudi Arabia-led
coalition air strikes in Yemen.

In its Resolution of 12 June 2018,
the European Parliament:

Individual
BAHRAIN
Nabeel Rajab

- Calls for the immediate release
of all those detained solely for
their peaceful human rights and
political activities; calls for an end
to all acts of violence, harassment,
intimidation, including at judicial
level, and censorship of human
rights defenders, political
opponents, protesters, civil society
actors and their relatives within
and outside the country by the
state authorities, security forces
and services; condemns the
ongoing crackdown on
fundamental democratic rights,
notably freedom of expression,
association and assembly, political
pluralism, peaceful dissent and the
rule of law in Bahrain;
- Calls for the immediate and
unconditional release of Mr Rajab,
for any remaining charges against
him to be dropped, and for the
authorities to ensure that, pending
his release, he is not subjected to
torture or other ill-treatment and
has regular access to his family,
lawyers of his choice and
adequate healthcare;
- Condemns the detention of
Nabeel Rajab, which violates,
among other things, his right to
freedom of expression and his
freedom of movement.
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BANGLADESH
Shahidul Alam

Shahidul
Alam
is
an
internationally recognised and
award-winning
Bangladeshi
photojournalist, a teacher and
activist. He was forcibly abducted
from his home on 5 August 2018
and imprisoned after speaking out
on student protests and criticising
the use of violence by the
authorities. He had allegedly been
denied adequate medical treatment
and subjected to torture. He was
released from prison on 20
November 2018. after being
granted bail.

In its Resolution of 15 November
2018, the European Parliament:
- Calls on the Bangladeshi
authorities to conduct independent
investigations into reports of
extrajudicial killings, enforced
disappearances and excessive use
of force, including the cases of
Maroof Zaman and Mir Ahmad
Bin Quasem, and to bring those
responsible to justice in
accordance with international
standards;
- Calls on the Bangladeshi
authorities to immediately and
unconditionally release Shahidul
Alam, drop all charges against
him, and allow him to continue his
legitimate human rights work;
insists that the Bangladeshi
authorities must take all necessary
measures to guarantee Shahidul
Alam’s physical and
psychological integrity and
security, as well as that of his
family, and ensure that, while in
detention, Shahidul Alam is
treated in a manner that adheres to
international principles and
standards; calls on the
Bangladeshi authorities to launch
an immediate and public
investigation into the allegations
that Shahidul Alam has been
tortured, and to bring the
perpetrators to justice;

Maroof Zaman and Mir
Ahmad Bin Quasem
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On 4 December 2017, former
Ambassador Maroof Zaman
disappeared on his way to Dhaka
airport. Mir Ahmad Bin Quasem
is a barrister who was allegedly
abducted by security forces on 5
August 2016. UN human rights
experts and international human
rights groups have reported a
discernible pattern in Bangladesh
of extrajudicial executions, mass
arbitrary arrests and enforced
disappearances such as the cases of
Maroof Zaman and Mir Ahmad
Bin Quasem
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- Calls on the Bangladeshi
authorities to conduct independent
investigations into reports of
extrajudicial killings, enforced
disappearances and excessive use
of force, including the cases of
Maroof Zaman and Mir Ahmad
Bin Quasem, and to bring those
responsible to justice in
accordance with international
standards.

RR\1194964EN.docx

BELARUS
Mikhail Zhamchuzhny
and Dzmitry Paliyenka

Henadz Fiadynich and
Ihar Komlik

BURUNDI
Germain Rukuki, Nestor
Nibitanga, Emmanuel
Nshimirimana, Aimé
Constant Gatore and,
Marius Nizigama

Jean Bigirimana
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Mikhail Zhamchuzhny is the
founder of the human rights
organisation
‘Platform
innovation’. He was sentenced to 6
years imprisonment in a penal
colony by the Vitebsk regional
court in June 2015.
On 12 October 2016, Dzmitry
Paliyenka was sentenced to 2
years imprisonment after taking
part in a peaceful protest of
cyclists. He was released from
prison on 14 October 2018.

In its resolution of 19 April 2018,
the European Parliament:
- Strongly calls for the release of
Mikhail
Zhamchuzhny
and
Dzmitry Paliyenka, two civil
society activists currently detained
for political reasons, and for all
former political prisoners to be
rehabilitated and their civil and
political rights restored.

On 24 August 2018, Henadz
Fiadynich, chairperson of the
Belarusian Independent Trade
Union of Radio Electronic Industry
Workers (REP), and Ihar Komlik,
the Union’s accountant, were
convicted of tax evasion. The
charges were politically motivated.
The trade union leaders were
sentenced to 4 years of restricted
freedom and are not eligible to
hold official posts for the period of
5 years.

In its resolution of 4 October 2018,
the European Parliament:

Burundi has faced a political,
human rights and humanitarian
crisis since April 2015. Many
human rights activists have been
arrested and served lengthy prison
sentences, most notably Germain
Rukuki,
Nestor
Nibitanga,
Emmanuel Nshimirimana, Aimé
Constant Gatore and Marius
Nizigama.

In its Resolution of 5 July 2018, the
European Parliament:

The journalist Jean Bigirimana
disappeared on 22 July 2016. He is
one of the many victims of
enforced disappearances.

- Demands that the Burundian
authorities launch investigations
with regard to the situation of the
journalist Jean Bigirimana.
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- Calls on the authorities to allow
all independent trade unions to
play their legitimate and central
role in civil society without
hindrance; regrets the conviction
on 24 August 2018 of Henadz
Fiadynich and Ihar Komlik,
activists of the independent trade
union REP, to four years of
restricted freedom.

- Denounces once again the
intimidation, repression, violence
and harassment of journalists,
opposition supporters and human
rights defenders;
- Calls on the Burundian
authorities to respect the rule of
law and fundamental human rights,
such as freedom of expression and
freedom of the media, and to
immediately and unconditionally
release Germain Rukuki, Nestor
Nibitanga,
Emmanuel
Nshimirimana, Aimé Constant
Gatore and Marius Nizigama, five
human rights defenders who have
been detained solely for their
human rights work but stand
accused by the authorities of
undermining the internal security
of the state.
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CAMBODIA
Kem Sokha
Sam Rainsy

Kem Sokha, is the President of the
Cambodia National Rescue Party
(CNRP), an opposition party in
Cambodia. On 3 September 2017,
he was arrested and then charged
with treason. On 16 November
2017,
the
Supreme
Court
announced the dissolution of the
CNRP, at the end of a one-day
hearing, and banned 118 CNRP
politicians from being politically
active for five years.
On 10 September 2018, he was
released on bail, and subsequently
placed under house arrest.

In its Resolution of 13 September
2018, the European Parliament:
- Notes that Kem Sokha was
released from prison on bail under
strict conditions; denounces the
fact that Kem Sokha has been
placed under house arrest; calls for
all charges against Kem Sokha to
be dropped and for his immediate
and full release; calls, furthermore,
for other politically motivated
charges and rulings against
opposition politicians, including
Sam Rainsy, to be dropped
immediately;

Sam Rainsy was the previous
President of the CNRP. He was
convicted of criminal defamation
and lives in exile.

- Is worried about the condition of
Kem Sokha’s health, and calls on
the Cambodian authorities to allow
him to receive appropriate medical
treatment; asks the Government to
allow Kem Sokha to meet foreign
diplomats, UN officials and human
rights observers;

Wu Gang has been involved in
human rights activism since May
2008. He supported the woman
charged with murder in the Deng
Yujiao incident in 2009. Since then
he has advocated online and on the
streets for a number of human
rights cases.

In its Resolution of 18 January
2018, the European Parliament:

CHINA
Wu Gan, Xie Yang, Lee
Ming-che, Tashi
Wangchuk and Tibetan
monk Choekyi

In spring 2015 Wu started working
for the Beijing Fengrui Law Firm,
but on 20 May 2015 he was
detained by police in Nanchang,
and on 7 July he was formerly
arrested and charged with inciting
subversion of state power, and then
in 16 August he was charged with
subversion of state power.
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- Urges the Chinese authorities to
release
immediately
and
unconditionally all human rights
defenders, activists, lawyers,
journalists and petitioners being
detained for their human rights
work, and to end the ongoing
crackdown against them, which is
being perpetrated in the form of
detention, judicial harassment and
intimidation;

On 26 December 2017 he was
found guilty of subverting state
power and sentenced to eight years
in prison, which is one of the
harshest sentences given to a
Chinese human rights activist since
the start of China's crackdown on
lawyers and activists in 2015.

- Calls on the Government of the
People’s Republic of China to
release Wu Gan immediately and
unconditionally, as he has been
imprisoned solely for peacefully
exercising his right to freedom of
expression and assembly, and –
pending his release – to ensure that
he has regular, unrestricted access
to his family and lawyers of his
choice, and is not subjected to
torture or other ill-treatment;

Xie Yang is a human rights lawyer
who represented the family of Xu
Chunhe, a man shot dead by police
in Heilongjiang Province in May

- Calls on the Government of the
People’s Republic of China to
release Wu Gan immediately and
unconditionally, as he has been
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2015. He has also represented
those involved in the New Citizens'
Movement,
the
Chinese
Democracy Party, Christians and
victims of land grabs. On 26
December 2017, a court declared
him guilty of inciting subversion of
state power but announced that he
would be exempted from criminal
penalties.
Lee Ming-che is a Taiwanese
democracy activist, detained by
Chinese authorities since March
2017. On 28 November 2017, a
sentenced him to five years in
prison after finding him guilty on
charges of subverting state power.
Tashi Wangchuk, a Tibetan
shopkeeper and language rights
advocate. He has been detained
since January 2016, when he was
arrested after he appeared in a New
York Times video advocating the
right of Tibetans to learn and study
in their mother tongue. On 22 May
2018, he was found guilty of
inciting separatism and sentenced
to five years in prison.
Tibetan monk Choekyi was
detained in June 2015 after he wore
a t-shirt with Tibetan writing
celebrating the Dalai Lama’s 80th
birthday that year and posted
messages of good wishes on social
media. Choekyi was accused of
being part of an ‘anti-Communist
Party’ group.

Ilham Tohti, Eli Mamut,
Hailaite Niyazi,
Memetjan Abdulla,
Abduhelil Zunun and
Abdukerim Abduweli
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Ilham Tohti is a Uyghur
economics professor. He was
sentenced to life imprisonment on
23 September 2014 on the charge
of alleged separatism, after being
detained in January of the same
year. He has always rejected
separatism and violence and has
sought reconciliation based on
respect for Uyghur culture. Seven
of his former students were also
detained and sentenced to
imprisonment of between three
and eight years for alleged
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imprisoned solely for peacefully
exercising his right to freedom of
expression and assembly, and –
pending his release – to ensure that
he has regular, unrestricted access
to his family and lawyers of his
choice, and is not subjected to
torture or other ill-treatment; calls
for a prompt, effective and
impartial investigation into torture
in China and for those responsible
to be brought to justice;
- Emphasises
the
need
investigate the allegations
torture of Xie Yang;

to
of

- Calls on the Chinese authorities
to
release
Lee
Ming-che
immediately and unconditionally,
and – pending his release – to
ensure that he is protected from
torture and other ill-treatment, and
allowed access to his family,
lawyers of his choice and adequate
medical care;
- Expresses its deep concern at the
arrest and continued detention of
Tashi Wangchuk, as well as his
limited right to counsel, the lack of
evidence against him and the
irregularities in the criminal
investigation; calls for the
immediate and unconditional
release of Tashi Wangchuk;
- Calls on the Chinese authorities
to release the Tibetan monk
Choekyi
immediately
and
unconditionally; urges the Chinese
Government to allow his relatives
and the lawyers of his choice to
visit him and, in particular, to
provide him with adequate medical
care;
In its Resolution of 4 October
2018, the European Parliament:
- Reiterates its call on the Chinese
Government to immediately and
unconditionally release Uyghur
scholar Ilham Tohti and all others
detained solely for the peaceful
exercise of their freedom of
expression and, pending their
release, calls on China to ensure
that they have regular, unrestricted
access to their families and
lawyers of their choice; calls,
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collaboration with Ilham Tohti.
Eli Mamut, Hailaite Niyazi,
Memetjan Abdulla, Abduhelil
Zunun and Abdukerim
Abduweli belong to the Uyghur
community and have been
detained in violation of their
fundamental human rights.

furthermore, for the release of Eli
Mamut, Hailaite Niyazi,
Memetjan Abdulla, Abduhelil
Zunun and Abdukerim Abduweli,
as requested by the EU during the
36th round of the EU-China
Human Rights dialogue held in
Beijing on 9-10 July 2018.

In December 2017, human rights In its Resolution of 18 January
DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF CONGO defenders – Carbone Beni, Mino 2018, the European Parliament:

Carbone Beni, Mino
Bompomi, Palmer
Kabeya Roger Katanga
Mwenyemali, Bony
Dickson Mputu, Grâce
Tshiunza, Cedrick
Kalonji and Arciel Beni.
EGYPT
Giulio Regeni

Bompomi, Palmer Kabeya,
Roger Katanga Mwenyemali,
Bony Dickson Mputu, Grâce
Tshiunza, Cedrick Kalonji and
Arciel Beni, all affiliated with the
civil society movement Filimbi –
were arrested and detained without
arrest warrants. They were released
in 2018 after serving prison
sentences.
Giulio Regeni, was an Italian
doctoral student at Cambridge
University. He conducted research
in Cairo on the development of
independent trade unions in Egypt
and had contact with opponents of
the government. He disappeared on
25 January 2016 after leaving his
home in Cairo.
His body was found on 3 February
2016 next to a road on the outskirts
of Cairo. It was found to have been
subjected to severe beating and
multiple forms of torture.

Ahmad Amasha, Hanan
Badr el-Din, Amal Fathy,
Ezzat Ghoneim, Hoda
Abdelmoneim, Ibrahim
Metwally Hegazy, and
Azzouz Mahgoub
Mahmoud ‘Shawkan’
Abu Zeid, Hisham
Gaafar, Mohammed
‘Oxygen’ Ibraim, Ismail
Iskandarani, Adel Sabri,
Ahmed Tarek Ibrahim
Ziada, Alaa Abdelfattah,
Shady Abu Zaid,
Mostafa al-Aasar,
Hassan al-Bannaand and
Moataz Wadnan
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Since late October 2018, at least 40
human rights workers, lawyers and
political activists have been
arrested in Egypt, some of them
forcibly disappeared. Human
rights lawyer Ezzat Ghoneim,
head of the Egyptian Coordination
for Rights and Freedoms (ECRF),
has been in pre-trial detention since
March 2018, charged with ‘human
rights terrorism’. Human rights
lawyer
Ibrahim
Metwally
Hegazy, co-founder of the League
of Families of the Disappeared,
was subjected to enforced
disappearance and tortured and
then ordered into arbitrary
preventive detention, and remains
in solitary confinement. human
rights defender Amal Fathy was
handed a two-year prison sentence
in September 2018, on charges of
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- Calls on the Congolese
authorities to proceed with the
immediate and unconditional
release of all prisoners of
conscience.

In its Resolution of 8 February
2018, the European Parliament:
- Recalls its continued outrage at
the torture and killing of the Italian
researcher Giulio Regeni, and
denounces, once again, the lack of
progress in the investigation into
this brutal murder; stresses that it
will continue to press the European
authorities to engage with their
Egyptian counterparts until the
truth is established on this case and
the
perpetrators
are
held
accountable.
In its Resolution of 13 December
2018, the European Parliament:
- Calls on the Egyptian
Government to immediately and
unconditionally release human
rights defenders Ahmad Amasha,
Hanan Badr el-Din, Amal Fathy,
Ezzat
Ghoneim,
Hoda
Abdelmoneim, Ibrahim Metwally
Hegazy, and Azzouz Mahgoub and
media
workers
Mahmoud
‘Shawkan’ Abu Zeid, Hisham
Gaafar, Mohammed ‘Oxygen’
Ibraim, Ismail Iskandarani, Adel
Sabri, Ahmed Tarek Ibrahim
Ziada, Alaa Abdelfattah, Shady
Abu Zaid, Mostafa al-Aasar,
Hassan al-Bannaand and Moataz
Wadnan, and all others detained
solely for the peaceful exercise of
their freedom of expression, in

RR\1194964EN.docx

‘spreading false news’ with intent
to harm the Egyptian state and of
‘public indecency’ for publishing a
video on social media criticising
the government’s failure to combat
sexual violence.

violation of Egypt’s constitution
and international obligations;
pending their release, calls on
Egypt to allow them full access to
their families, lawyers of their
choice and adequate medical care,
and
to
conduct
credible
investigations into any allegations
of ill-treatment or torture.

Ola al-Qaradawi and
Hosam Khalaf

Ola al-Qaradawi, a Qatari
national, and her husband Hosam
Khalaf, an Egyptian national, have
been detained in appalling
conditions in Egypt since 30 June
2017, with no charges formulated
against either of them. In June
2018 the UN Working Group on
Arbitrary Detention found that
they have been subjected to cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment
that may amount to torture,
declared their detention arbitrary
and called on the Egyptian
government to release them.

- Urges the Egyptian Government
to put an end to all discriminatory
measures put in place after June
2017 against Qatari nationals, with
particular reference to the case of
Ola al-Qaradawi and her husband
Hosam Khalaf.

GAZA STRIP

Avera Mengistu, an Israeli
national whose family emigrated to
Israel from Ethiopia, and Hisham
al-Sayed, a Palestinian Bedouin
from Israel, both of whom have
psychosocial disabilities, are
believed to be held in unlawful,
incommunicado detention in the
Gaza Strip.

In its Resolution of 19 April 2018,
the European Parliament:

Nasrin Sotoudeh is an Iranian
human
rights
lawyer
who
undertook the legal defence of
dissenters arrested in the 2009
mass protests, before her own
arrest in 2010.

In its Resolution of 13 December
2018, the European Parliament:

Avera Mengistu and
Hisham al-Sayed

IRAN
Nasrin Sotoudeh

When she was awarded the
Sakharov Prize in 2012, she was
serving a 6-year jail sentence and
on a 7-week hunger strike in
solitary confinement in Iran's Evin
prison. She was unexpectedly
released in September 2013, but
her sentence was not lifted. She
returned to her activism, defending
women victims of acid attacks,
religious minorities and human
rights campaigns, including the
campaign for an end to the death
penalty.
In June 2018, she was arrested and
put in prison due to her support for
the ongoing wave of protesters
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- Calls for Avera Mengistu and
Hisham al-Sayed to be freed and
returned to Israel.

- Calls on the Government of Iran
to
immediately
and
unconditionally release Nasrin
Sotoudeh; commends Nasrin
Sotoudeh for her courage and
commitment; urges the judiciary
system of Iran to respect due
process and fair trial and disclose
information on the charges against
Nasrin Sotoudeh;
- Calls on the Iranian authorities to
ensure that the treatment of Nasrin
Sotoudeh while in detention
adheres to the conditions set out in
the ‘Body of Principles for the
Protection of All Persons under
Any Form of Detention or
Imprisonment’, adopted by UN
General Assembly resolution
43/173 of 9 December 1988.
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against compulsory hijab, and
against torture. In March 2019, she
was sentenced to 33 years in prison
and 148 lashes, convicted of
endangering national security,
spreading
propaganda,
membership of illegal groups,
encouraging people to engage in
corruption and prostitution, and
appearing without the shariasanctioned hijab.

Ahmadreza Djalali,
Kamran Ghaderi,
Nazanin ZaghariRatcliffe, Abbas Edalat

Iranian authorities have continued
a practice of arrests of EU-Iranian
dual citizens. These arrests are
followed by a pattern of prolonged
solitary
confinement
and
interrogations, lack of due process,
denial of consular access or visits
by the UN or humanitarian
organisations, secretive trials, long
prison sentences based on vague or
unspecified ‘national security’ and
‘espionage’ charges, and statesponsored
smear
campaigns
against the imprisoned individuals.
Ahmadreza Djalali, is a SwedishIranian academic and researcher.
In October 2017, he was sentenced
to death for allegedly spying.
Kamran Ghaderi, an AustrianIranian citizen, was arrested in
January 2016. In the same years, he
was sentenced to 10 years in prison
after the prosecution used a
coerced confession. Nazanin
Zaghari-Ratcliffe is a BritishIranian who worked for a
charitable organisation. She was
arrested in April 2016. In
September
2016,
she
was
sentenced
to
five
years'
imprisonment
allegedly
for
plotting to topple the Iranian
government. Abbas Edalat, a
British-Iranian academic. He was
arrested in April 2018 and was
detained on security charges. He
was released in December 2018.

MALDIVES
Hussein Humaam
Ahmed, Ahmed Murrath
and Mohamed Nabeel
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Maldivian law, in contravention of
international law, allows minors to
be sentenced to a delayed death
penalty, to be carried out when the
minor reaches the age of 18. In at
least three cases, specifically those
of Hussein Humaam Ahmed,
Ahmed Murrath and Mohamed
Nabeel, the Supreme Court of
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In its Resolution of 31 May 2018,
the European Parliament:
- Calls on the Iranian authorities to
guarantee Mr Djalali full access to
his lawyer and to any medical
treatment should he so request;
urges the Iranian authorities to
annul his death sentence and to
immediately release him, as
requested by the international
community;
- Calls on the Iranian authorities to
ensure the retrial of Kamran
Ghaderi, in order to guarantee that
his right to a fair trial is respected,
to immediately release Nazanin
Zaghari-Ratcliffe, who is already
eligible for early release, and to
urgently make known the charges
against Abbas Edalat.

In its Resolution of 15 March 2018,
the European Parliament:
- Calls for the universal abolition
of capital punishment, and calls on
the Government to revoke all
capital punishment charges against
juveniles and to prohibit the
execution of juvenile offenders.
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Maldives confirmed death
sentences for condemned
individuals whose trials failed to
uphold internationally recognised
standards of fair trial.

MYANMAR
Wa Lone, Kyaw Soe Oo
and Aung Ko Htwe

On 12 December 2017, two
journalists, Wa Lone and Kyaw
Soe Oo, were arbitrarily arrested
and detained for allegations of
reporting serious human rights
violations carried out by the
Myanmar Armed forces in
Rakhine State.
They were subsequently charged
under the Official Secrets Acts of
1923 and on 3 September 2018,
they were sentenced by a court to
seven years of imprisonment.
In October 2005, Aung Ko Htwe
was kidnapped by the Myanmar
military in Yangon and forced to
serve in the army. He was 13 years
old at the time. In 2017, he was
arrested and served two years in
prison after being sentenced
because of a media interview he
gave about his experiences in the
military. He was released on 6
September 2019.

PHILIPPINES
Leila De Lima
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Leila De Lima is a lawyer and
politician. She served as Minister
of Justice from 2010 to 2015.
Elected senator in 2016, she
chaired the Senate Committee on
Justice and Human Rights
investigating the extrajudicial
killings in Davao while President
Duterte was mayor of the city. She
was removed from her position as
chairperson on 19 September 2016
and was arrested on 23 February
for allegedly violating the drug
trafficking law. There have been
serious concerns that the offences
Senator De Lima has been charged
with are almost entirely fabricated
and politically motivated.

33/46

In its Resolution of 13 September
2018, the European Parliament:
- Strongly condemns the arbitrary
arrest and sentencing of journalists
Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo for
reporting on the situation in
Rakhine State;
- Calls on the authorities of
Myanmar
to
release
them
immediately and unconditionally
and to drop all charges against
them and all persons arbitrarily
detained,
including
political
prisoners, human rights defenders,
journalists and media workers,
simply for exercising their rights
and freedoms.

In its Resolution of 19 April 2018,
the European Parliament:
- Reiterates its call on the
authorities of the Philippines to
release Senator Leila De Lima and
to provide her with adequate
security and sanitary conditions
whilst in detention;
- Further reiterates its call on the
authorities to guarantee a fair trial
and to drop all politically
motivated charges against her.
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RUSSIA
Oyub Titiev

On 9 January 2018, Oyub Titiev,
human rights activist and the
Chechnya office director at the
2009 Sakharov Prize-winning
human rights organisation, the
Memorial Human Rights Centre
was arrested by Chechen police
and charged with drug possession.
He denied these charges, which
were denounced as fabricated by
NGOs and other human rights
defenders. On 18 March 2019, he
was sentenced to four years in
prison. He was released on parole
in June 2019, after serving one and
a half year detention.

In its Resolution of 8 February
2018, the European Parliament:
- Calls for the immediate release
of the Director of the Memorial
Human Rights Centre in the
Chechen Republic, Mr Oyub
Titiev, who was detained on 9
January 2018 and then officially
indicted and remanded on
trumped-up charges of illegal
acquisition and possession of
narcotics;
- Urges the Russian authorities to
ensure full respect for Mr Titiev’s
human and legal rights, including
access to a lawyer and medical
care, physical integrity and dignity,
and protection from judicial
harassment, criminalisation and
arbitrary arrest;
- Is of the opinion that the arrest of
Mr Titiev is part of a worrying
trend
of
arrests,
attacks,
intimidations and discreditations of
independent journalists and human
rights defenders working in
Chechnya.

Oleg Sentsov

Oleg Sentsov is a Ukrainian film
director and writer, an outspoken
opponent of Russia's annexation of
Crimea. On 10 May 2014, he was
arrested in Simferopol, Crimea, on
charges of plotting acts of
terrorism against the Russian 'de
facto' rule in Crimea. He was
accused of leading a terrorist
organisation preparing to blow up
monuments in Crimea, however no
conclusive evidence of his
involvement in criminal activities
was found. Nonetheless, he was
sentenced to 20 years in jail and
sent to a high-security prison in
Siberia, thousands of kilometres
away from his home.
In May 2018, he staged a 145-day
hunger strike demanding Russia’s
release of dozens of Ukrainians
whom he considers political
prisoners. In December 2018, the
European Parliament awarded him
the Sakharov Prize. On 7
September 2019, in a prisoner
swap with Ukraine, Russia
released Oleg Sentsov.
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In its Resolution of 14 June 2018,
the European Parliament:
- Demands that the Russian
authorities
immediately
and
unconditionally release Oleg
Sentsov and all other illegally
detained Ukrainian citizens in
Russia and on the Crimean
peninsula; recalls that currently
there are in total more than 70
Ukrainian political prisoners in
Russia and in occupied Crimea;
- Underlines that the treatment of
all
prisoners
must
meet
international standards and that all
detainees should have access to
legal counsel, to their families, to
their diplomatic representatives
and to medical treatment; stresses
that the Russian authorities and
judicial personnel bear full
responsibility for the safety and
wellbeing of those detained,
especially in Crimea, in line with
the Fourth Geneva Convention;
- Expresses its solidarity with the
Ukrainian filmmaker, political
activist and political prisoner Oleg
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Sentsov, who began a hunger strike
on 14 May 2018 to press for the
release of illegally detained
compatriots, and is concerned
about the effects of the hunger
strike on Oleg Sentsov’s health.

SAUDI ARABIA
Jamal Khashoggi

Jamal
Khashoggi
was
a
prominent Saudi journalist who
had been missing since entering the
consulate of Saudi Arabia in
Istanbul on 2 October 2018 to
obtain documents necessary for his
marriage. Saudi Arabia at first
denied any involvement in his
disappearance, but then admitted
that he had been killed and
dismembered by Saudi agents
inside its consulate.

In its Resolution of 25 October
2018, the European Parliament:
- Condemns in the strongest
possible terms the torture and
killing of Jamal Khashoggi and
extends its condolences to his
family and friends; urges the Saudi
authorities
to
disclose
the
whereabouts of his remains; recalls
that the systematic practice of
enforced disappearances and
extrajudicial killings constitutes a
crime against humanity;
- Calls for an independent and
impartial
international
investigation
into
the
circumstances of the death of
Jamal Khashoggi; calls on those
responsible to be identified and
brought to justice, following a fair
trial to be held in accordance with
international standards before an
impartial
court
and
with
international observers present;
- Is extremely concerned about
information on Jamal Khashoggi’s
fate and the implication of Saudi
agents; takes note of the ongoing
investigation by Turkish and Saudi
officials and encourages further
joint efforts; calls on the Saudi
authorities to fully cooperate with
the Turkish authorities and urges
the Turkish authorities, for their
part, to make all the information
available in order to clarify exactly
what happened on 2 October 2018,
beyond the hypotheses;
Reiterates
that
if
the
disappearance and murder of Jamal
Khashoggi is attributed to Saudi
agents, both state entities and
individuals must be held to
account; calls on the VP/HR and
the Member States, in this regard,
to stand ready to impose targeted
sanctions, including visa bans and
asset freezes against Saudi
individuals, as well as human
rights sanctions against the
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Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, once the
facts have been established; insists
that any such sanctions should
target not only the perpetrators but
also the masterminds and inciters
of this crime;
Is
concerned
that
the
disappearance of Mr Khashoggi is
linked to his criticism of Saudi
policies in recent years; reiterates
its call on the Saudi authorities to
open up to fundamental rights,
including the right to life and the
right to free expression and
peaceful dissent.

Loujain al-Hathloul,
Aisha al-Mana, Madeha
al-Ajroush, Eman alNafjan, Aziza al-Youssef,
Hessah al-Sheikh, Walaa
al-Shubbar, Ibrahim
Fahad Al-Nafjan,
Ibrahim al-Modeimigh,
Mohammed al-Rabiah
and Abdulaziz alMeshaal

On 15 May 2018 Saudi authorities
arrested seven women – Loujain
al-Hathloul, Aisha al-Mana,
Madeha al-Ajroush, Eman alNafjan, Aziza al-Youssef, Hessah
al-Sheikh, Walaa al-Shubbar –
and four men – Ibrahim Fahad
Al-Nafjan,
Ibrahim
alModeimigh, Mohammed alRabiah and Abdulaziz alMeshaal – for their women’s
rights activism.
The arrested human rights
defenders have been charged with
supporting the activities of foreign
circles, recruiting persons in
charge of sensitive government
positions and providing foreign
circles with money with the aim of
destabilising the Kingdom. These
activists are known for their
campaign against the ban on
women driving and in favour of
abolishing the male guardianship
system.
Madeha al-Ajroush, Walaa alShubbar, Aisha al-Mana and
Hessah al-Sheikh were released on
24 May 2018 while the others
remained in detention.

In its Resolution of 31 may 2018,
the European Parliament:

SUDAN

Salih Mahmoud Osman, a
Sudanese lawyer, had provided
free legal representation to people
arbitrarily detained, tortured and
subjected to serious human rights
abuses in Sudan for over two
decades when the European
Parliament awarded him the
Sakharov Prize in 2007.

In its Resolution of 15 March
2018, the European Parliament:

Salih Mahmoud Osman

Native of Darfur, he was himself
detained by the authorities several

PE641.241v03-00

EN

36/46

- Calls on the Saudi authorities to
put an end to all forms of
harassment, including at judicial
level, against Ms Eman al-Nafjan,
Ms Aziza al-Youssef, Ms Loujain
al-Hathloul, Ms Aisha al-Mana,
Ms Madeha al-Ajroush, Ms Hessah
al-Sheikh, Ms Walaa al-Shubbar,
Mr Mohammed al-Rabiah, and Mr
Ibrahim al-Modeimigh and all
other human rights defenders in the
country, so that they are able to
carry out their work without
unjustified hindrance and fear of
reprisal.

- Calls for the immediate and
unconditional release of the
Sakharov
Laureate
Salih
Mahmoud Osman, as well as of
any other human rights defenders,
civil
society
activists
and
opposition activists who are being
held solely as a result of their
legitimate and peaceful work in
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times, but never charged with any
crime. He is actively involved in
the protection of the millions of
Darfuris displaced from their
homes by the still on-going
fighting in Darfur.

defence of human rights and
democracy.

In February 2018, he was detained
by
the
Sudanese
National
Intelligence and Security Service,
against the background of
widespread protests and was
released after four months of
detention. On 8 January 2019, he
was arrested again and was
released after the military coup in
April 2019.

Noura Hussein Hammad

Noura Hussein Hammad was
forced into early marriage at the
age of 16. According to her
testimony, on 2 May 2017, six days
after the wedding, she was beaten
and raped by her husband with the
assistance of his relatives. She
stabbed her husband to death in
self-defence when he attempted to
rape her again the following day.
She was subsequently charged for
murder. She had been imprisoned
at Omdurman Women’s Prison
until 29 April 2018 when she was
found guilty of premeditated
murder and sentenced to death by
the Central Criminal Court of
Omdurman. An appeal has been
lodged against her sentence.

In its Resolution of 31 May 2018,
the European Parliament:
- Deplores and condemns the
sentencing to death of Noura
Hussein Hammad; calls on the
Sudanese authorities to commute
the death sentence and fully take
into account the fact that Ms
Hussein was acting in self-defence
against the attempt by a man and
his accomplices to rape her;
- Calls on the Sudanese authorities
to comply with national law and
international
human
rights
standards, including the Protocol to
the African Charter on Human and
Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of
Women in Africa, as well as the
Protocol of the Court of Justice of
the African Union, adopted on 11
July 2003; recalls that, according
to international standards, the
imposition of the death penalty
against clear evidence of selfdefence
constitutes
arbitrary
killing, particularly in instances
where women have been charged
with murder when defending
themselves;
- Reminds
the
Sudanese
authorities of their obligation to
guarantee fundamental rights,
including the right to a fair trial;
insists that all necessary measures
must be taken to ensure that Noura
Hussein Hammad’s trial genuinely
meets the highest standards of
fairness and due process.
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UGANDA
Robert Kyagulanyi
Ssentamu, known by the
stage name Bobi Wine

Robert Kyagulanyi Ssentamu,
known as Bobi Wine, is a
musician,
businessman
and
politician. He has emerged as an
influential critic of Ugandan
President after winning a seat in
the Ugandan Parliament in 2017.
On 15 August 2018, he was
arrested for possible charges of
unlawful possession of firearms
and incitement to violence. He was
later charged with treason in a
civilian court and subsequently
released on bail.

UNITED ARAB
EMIRATES
Ahmed Mansoor

Ahmed Mansoor is a prominent
human rights activist. On 29 May
2018, he was sentenced to 10 years
in prison for exercising his right to
freedom of speech in Twitter posts
following a grossly unfair trial in
Abu Dhabi. He was also fined one
million
UAE
dirhams
(EUR 232 475) and was to be
placed under surveillance for three
years on his release

In its Resolution of 13 September
2018, the European Parliament:
- Calls on the Ugandan authorities
to drop what appear to be trumpedup charges against Bobi Wine and
to stop the crackdown against
opposition
politicians
and
supporters.

In its Resolution of 4 October
2018, the European Parliament:
- Strongly
condemns
the
harassment,
persecution
and
detention of Ahmed Mansoor as
well as of all other human rights
defenders solely on the basis of
their human rights work and their
use of their right to freedom of
expression both online and offline;
- Calls on the authorities to release
Mr Mansoor immediately and
unconditionally, and to drop all
charges against him, as he is a
prisoner of conscience detained
solely for peacefully exercising his
right to freedom of expression,
including through his human rights
work;
- Expresses its grave concern at
the reports that Ahmed Mansoor
has been subjected to forms of
torture or ill-treatment while in
detention, and that he is being held
in solitary confinement; urges the
authorities to investigate these
allegations
and
grant
him
immediate and regular access to a
lawyer, to his family, and to any
medical care he may require.

VIETNAM
Hoang Duc Binh, Nguyen
Nam Phong, Nguyen
Trung Truc and Le Dinh
Luong
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Hoang Duc Binh is an
environmental rights defender and
a member of Viet Labour, an
organisation of labour groups
inside and outside Vietnam aiming
to protect the rights of workers. He
is also an active blogger and
covered the environmental disaster
caused by the Taiwanese steel
plant, Formosa, in April 2016, its
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In its Resolution of 15 November
2018, the European Parliament:
- Calls on the Vietnamese
authorities to immediately and
unconditionally release all human
rights defenders and prisoners of
conscience detained or sentenced
for merely exercising their right to
freedom of expression, including
Hoang Duc Binh, Nguyen Nam

RR\1194964EN.docx

impact on local populations, as
well as protests against the
company as a result of the
pollution. He was sentenced to 14
years in prison for blogging about
the protests. Nguyen Nam Phong
was sentenced to two years in
prison for taking part in the
protests. He was released from
prison on 28 July 2019.

Phong, Nguyen Trung Truc and Le
Dinh Luong, and to drop all
charges against them.

In April 2018 members of the
Brotherhood for Democracy were
sentenced to prison terms of
between seven and 15 years as part
of an extensive enforcement of the
national security provisions of the
Criminal Code. In September
2018, Nguyen Trung Truc,
member of this group, was
sentenced to a 12-year prison term
on charges of trying to overthrow
the state.
Le Dinh Luong, a human rights
defender who has peacefully
advocated the promotion and
protection of human rights, was
sentenced on 16 August 2018
under the national security
provisions of the Criminal Code to
20 years in prison and 5 years of
house arrest.
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ANNEX II

LIST OF RESOLUTIONS
List of resolutions adopted by the European Parliament during the year 2018 and relating
directly or indirectly to human rights violations in the world
Country

Date of adoption
in plenary

Title

Africa
DRC +

18.01.2018

Democratic Republic of Congo

Nigeria +

18.01.2018

Nigeria

Egypt +

08.02.2018

Executions in Egypt

Sudan +

15.03.2018

The arrest of human rights defenders in Sudan,
notably the case of Sakharov Prize laureate Salih
Mahmoud Osman

Uganda +

15.03.2018

Mercy killings in Uganda

Sudan +

31.05.2018

Sudan, notably the situation of Noura Hussein
Hammad

Burundi +

05.07.2018

Burundi

Somalia +

05.07.2018

Somalia

Uganda +

13.09.2018

Uganda, arrest of parliamentarians from the
opposition

Tanzania +

13.12.2018

Tanzania

Egypt +

13.12.2018

Egypt, notably the situation of human rights
defenders

Haiti +

08.02.2018

Child slavery in Haiti

Nicaragua

31.05.2018

Situation in Nicaragua

Cuba +

15.11.2018

The human rights situation in Cuba

China +

18.01.2018

The cases of human rights activists Wu Gan, Xie
Yang, Lee Ming-che, Tashi Wangchuk and the
Tibetan monk Choekyi

Maldives +

15.03.2018

Situation in the Maldives

Philippines +

19.04.2018

Philippines

Americas

Asia
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Bangladesh +

14.06.2018

Situation of Rohingya refugees, in particular the
plight of children

Cambodia +

13.09.2018

Cambodia, notably the case of Kem Sokha

Myanmar +

13.09.2018

China +

04.10.2018

Bangladesh +

15.11.2018

The human rights situation in Bangladesh

Vietnam +

15.11.2018

Vietnam, notably the situation of political prisoners

Russia +

08.02.2018

Russia, the case of Oyub Titiev and the Human
Rights Centre Memorial

Belarus +

19.04.2018

Belarus

Russia +

14.06.2018

Moldova +

05.07.2018

Belarus+

04.10.2018

Myanmar, notably the case of journalists Wa Lone
and Kyaw Soe OoMass arbitrary detention of Uyghurs and Kazakhs in
the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region

Europe and Eastern Partnership countries

Russia, notably the case of Ukrainian political
prisoner Oleg Sentsov
The political crisis in Moldova following the
invalidation of the mayoral elections in Chișinău
Deterioration of media freedom in Belarus, notably
the case of Charter 97

Middle East
Gaza +

19.04.2018

The situation in Gaza strip

Saudi Arabia +

31. 05.2018

Women’s rights defenders in Saudi Arabia

Iran +

31. 05.2018

Bahrein +

12.06.2018

United Arab Emirates +

04.10.2018

Saudi Arabia +

25.10.2018

Iran +

13.12.2018

Iran, notably the case of Nasrin Sotoudeh

Minorities *

13.01.2018

Minimum standards for minorities in the EU

Women, gender equality and climate
justice *

16.01.2018

Women, gender equality and climate justice

Indigenous peoples *

03.07.2018

Forced marriages *

04.07.2018

European Parliament resolution on the situation of
imprisoned EU-Iranian dual nationals in Iran
Human rights situation in Bahrain, notably the case
of Nabeel Rajab
The UAE, notably the situation of human rights
defender Ahmed Mansoor
The killing of journalist Jamal Khashoggi in the
Saudi consulate in Istanbul

Cross-cutting issues

Violation of the rights of indigenous peoples in the
world, including land grabbing
Towards an EU external strategy against early and
forced marriages

+ urgency resolution, according to rule 135, EP RoP
* resolutions with human rights-related issues
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LETTER OF THE COMMITTEE ON WOMEN'S RIGHTS AND GENDER EQUALITY
Ms Maria Arena
Chair
Subcommittee on Human Rights
BRUSSELS

Subject:

Opinion on Human rights and democracy in the world and the European
Union's policy on the matter – annual report 2018 (2019/2125(INI))

Dear Madam Chair,
Under the procedure referred to above, the Committee on Women's Rights and Gender
Equality has been asked to submit an opinion to your committee. At its meeting of 6
November 2019, the committee decided to send the opinion in the form of a letter.
At that meeting1, the Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality considered the
matter and it decided to call on the Subcommittee on Human Rights, as the committee
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution.
Yours sincerely,

Evelyn Regner

SUGGESTIONS
1.

Recalls that the Gender Action Plan (GAP II) is one of the fundamental tools of the EU

The following were present for the final vote: Evelyn Regner (Chair), Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield (Vice-Chair),
Christine Anderson, Vilija Blinkevičiūtė, Annika Bruna, Belinda De Lucy, Rosa Estaràs Ferragut, Frances
Fitzgerald, Cindy Franssen, Heléne Fritzon, Jackie Jones, Lívia Járóka, Arba Kokalari, Alice Kuhnke, Naomi
Long, Andżelika Anna Możdżanowska, Maria Noichl, Pina Picierno, Samira Rafaela, Elżbieta Rafalska, Diana
Riba i Giner, Christine Schneider, Irène Tolleret, Isabella Tovaglieri, Ernest Urtasun, Marco Zullo (Full Members)
Maria Da Graça Carvalho, Ewa Kopacz, Predrag Fred Matić, Chrysoula Zacharopoulou (Substitute Members)
Anne-Sophie Pelletier (pursuant to Rule 209(7))
1
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to improve gender equality in third countries; calls on the Commission to assess its
overall impact upon expiry, take into account Parliament’s resolution of 8 October 2015
on the renewal of the EU Plan of Action on Gender Equality and Women’s
Empowerment in Development and its resolution of 31 May 2018 on the
implementation of the Joint Staff Working Document (SWD(2015)0182) – Gender
Equality and Women’s Empowerment: Transforming the Lives of Girls and Women
through EU External Relations 2016-2020 and following the recommendations
contained therein, to deliver a GAP III again containing specific ambitious targets on
gender budgeting with the status of a communication on gender equality; recalls in this
context Commissioner-designate for International Partnership, Jutta Urpilainen’s
commitment in her Hearing with the European Parliament on 1 October 2019 to launch
a GAP III, highlighting the GAP’s outstanding impact for reaching gender equality in
international partnerships;
2.

Calls attention to the Treaty obligation of the EU to promote gender equality and ensure
gender mainstreaming in all of its actions including in external actions; stresses that the
2018 implementation report of the EU Gender Action Plan II assessed that by
combining gender mainstreaming and specific measures and actions significant progress
had been made, commends the practice of incorporating women’s rights and gender
equality in the human rights dialogues as well the specific efforts to integrate gender in
Common Security and Defence; calls for global initiatives, adequate funding and for a
systemic approach to including gender aspects in external policy and action, specifically
in trade, employment, education, conflict and peace building, climate and environment,
agriculture, poverty, trafficking, migrations and budgeting; stresses the need for the EU
Delegations to strengthen their role in gender coordination among other, through gender
focal points where they have not yet been established, as well as the EEAS Principle
Advisor on Gender in third countries, by ensuring a dedicated budget and by using
gender analysis with sex-disaggregated data;

3.

Regrets that the Commission’s Annual Report on Human Rights and Democracy in the
World 2018 does not acknowledge explicitly the rising backlash against women’s rights
on a global scale, in particular when it comes to sexual and reproductive health and
rights (SRHR) and is concerned by the fact that the Commission has not put forward
any strategy to counter this phenomenon; emphasizes the requirement for the EU
external action including its development policy to work towards the achievements of
the health-related SDGs; strongly condemns the reinstatement and expansion of the
“Global Gag Rule” by the Trump administration and its damaging impact on women’s
and girls’ access to comprehensive health and sexual and reproductive rights, which are
fundamental human rights, reiterates its call on the EU, together with its Member States,
to closely examine and consider filling the financing gap left in this area following this
action;

4.

Stresses the alarming increase of violence against women and calls for further action in
order to ratify and implement the Istanbul Convention across Europe; calls on EU
Delegations to include violence against women data in drawing up country-specific
recommendations and promote protective and support mechanisms for victims; asks
EEAS to improve the implementation of the EU LGBTI Guidelines;

5.

Strongly commends the continuation of the EU-UN global Spotlight Initiative and
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implementation of projects which aim to eliminate violence against women and girls
across the world addressing gender-based violence and harmful practices such as female
genital mutilation, early and forced marriages and human trafficking; recognizes
however that the wide-ranging, wide-spread and deep-rooted violence and harmful
practices cannot be dealt with on a project basis only and calls for a systematic,
comprehensive plan of action to engage boys and men, address gender norms and
stereotypes and instigate change across sectors and on a global level, as prescribed by
the UN Convention on Elimination of Discrimination against Women;
6.

Calls on the new College of Commissioners under the guidance of the Commissioner
for Equality, the Commissioner for International Partnerships and the High
Representative to ensure close cooperation and coherence with regard to gender equality
and gender mainstreaming, urges the EU to provide support to specialist grassroots
organizations working on women’s rights and women’s rights defenders on a systemic
basis as well as to provide protection to the women’s rights and LGBTI defenders
whose safety might be under risk in their countries.
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INFORMATION ON ADOPTION IN COMMITTEE RESPONSIBLE
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4.12.2019
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+
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