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15.10.2020 A9-0179/20

Amendment 20
Hildegard Bentele
on behalf of the PPE Group

Report A9-0179/2020
Delara Burkhardt
Deforestation
2020/2006(INL)

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 1

Motion for a resolution Amendment

1. Underlines that approximately 80 
% of global deforestation is caused by the 
expansion of land used for agriculture1; 
stresses in this context that the 
Commission Communication on Stepping 
up EU Action to Protect and Restore the 
World’s Forests of July 2019 recognises 
that Union demand for products such as 
palm oil, meat, soy, cocoa, maize, timber, 
rubber, including in the form of processed 
products or services, is a large driver of 
deforestation, forest degradation, 
ecosystem destruction and associated 
human rights violations across the globe 
and represents around 10 % of the global 
share of deforestation embodied in total 
final consumption25 ; in addition notes 
that EU consumption of other 
commodities, such as cotton, coffee, sugar 
cane, rapeseed and mangrove-farmed 
shrimps also contributes to global 
deforestation.

1.  1. Underlines that approximately 
80% of global deforestation is caused by 
the expansion of land used for 
agriculture1; stresses in this context that the 
Commission Communication on Stepping 
up EU Action to Protect and Restore the 
World’s Forests of July 2019 
recognises that Union demand for products 
that pose a risk to forests and their 
ecosystems1a such as palm oil, meat, soy, 
cocoa, maize, rubber, including in the form 
of processed products or services, can be a 
large driver of deforestation and associated 
human rights violations across the globe 
and represents around 10% of the 
global share of deforestation embodied in 
total final consumption

_________________
25 FAO. 2016. State of the World’s Forests 
2016. Forests and agriculture: land-use 
challenges and opportunities. Rome. 
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5588e.pdf
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15.10.2020 A9-0179/21

Amendment 21
Hildegard Bentele
on behalf of the PPE Group

Report A9-0179/2020
Delara Burkhardt
Deforestation
2020/2006(INL)

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 7

Motion for a resolution Amendment

7. Emphasises that primary forests are 
irreplaceable and the loss of primary 
forests cannot be compensated by a new 
forest-based approach; notes that halting 
deforestation and forest degradation, 
combined with protection of existing 
forests, sustainable restoration, 
afforestation and reforestation activities 
in such a way as to maximise their capacity 
for carbon storage and biodiversity 
protection, can provide livelihoods, 
increase income for local communities and 
offer economic development opportunities; 
stresses to this end the importance of 
promoting agroecology and sustainable 
agriculture production at global, national, 
regional and local levels, preventing 
unsustainable land use and management 
practices, coping with natural disturbances 
and mitigating climate change;

7. Emphasises that primary forests are 
irreplaceable and the loss of primary 
forests cannot be compensated by a new 
forest-based approach; notes that halting 
deforestation and forest degradation, 
combined with sustainable forest 
management in such a way as to maximise 
their capacity for carbon storage and 
biodiversity protection, can provide 
livelihoods, increase income for local 
communities and offer economic 
development opportunities; stresses to this 
end the importance of promoting 
agroecology and sustainable agriculture 
production at global, national, regional and 
local levels, preventing unsustainable land 
use and management practices, coping with 
natural disturbances and mitigating climate 
change;
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15.10.2020 A9-0179/22

Amendment 22
Hildegard Bentele
on behalf of the PPE Group

Report A9-0179/2020
Delara Burkhardt
Deforestation
2020/2006(INL)

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 9

Motion for a resolution Amendment

9. Underlines the fact that the drivers 
of deforestation go beyond the forest sector 
per se and relate to a wide range of issues, 
such as land tenure, weak government and 
law enforcement, protection of the rights of 
indigenous people, climate change, 
democracy, human rights and political 
freedom, consumption levels of 
commodities, high dependence on feed 
imports, agricultural policies as well as 
lack of public policies promoting and 
incentivising sustainably and legally 
sourced and produced commodities; recalls 
that indigenous women and women 
farmers play a central role in protecting 
forest ecosystems; calls on the Commission 
to step up its efforts to address 
deforestation holistically through a 
coherent and legally binding policy 
framework, while ensuring the 
conservation of ecosystems; believes that 
gender equality in forestry education is a 
key point in the sustainable management of 
forests which should be reflected in Union 
policies.

9. Underlines the fact that the drivers 
of deforestation go beyond the forest sector 
per se and relate to a wide range of issues, 
such as land tenure, weak government and 
law enforcement, protection of the rights 
of indigenous people, climate change, 
democracy, human rights and 
political freedom, consumption levels of 
commodities, high dependence on feed 
imports, agricultural policies as well as 
lack of public policies promoting 
and incentivising sustainably and legally 
sourced and produced commodities; recalls 
that indigenous women and women 
farmers play a central role in protecting 
forest ecosystems; calls on the Commission 
to step up its efforts to address 
deforestation holistically through a 
coherent and legally binding policy 
framework, believes that gender equality in 
forestry education is a key point in the 
sustainable management of forests which 
should be reflected in EU policies.

Or. en
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15.10.2020 A9-0179/23

Amendment 23
Hildegard Bentele
on behalf of the PPE Group

Report A9-0179/2020
Delara Burkhardt
Deforestation
2020/2006(INL)

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 11

Motion for a resolution Amendment

11. Notes that the European Parliament 
has adopted, since December 2015, 40 
objections to the import of genetically 
modified (GM) food and feed, of which 11 
were to GM soy imports; recalls that one of 
the reasons for objecting to these imports 
was the deforestation associated with their 
cultivation in countries such as Brazil and 
Argentina, where the soy is almost 
exclusively genetically modified to be used 
with pesticides; notes that a recent peer-
reviewed scientific study by researchers 
across the Union found that the Union 
has the largest carbon footprint in the 
world due to its soy imports from Brazil, 
13,8% larger than such imports to China, 
the largest soy importer worldwide; notes 
that this large Union carbon footprint is 
due to its share of emissions from 
embodied deforestation27 ; notes further 
that, according to the Commission, soy has 
historically been the Union’s number one 
contributor to global deforestation and 
related emissions, accounting for nearly 
half of the deforestation embodied in all 
Union imports28 ;

11. Notes that the European Parliament 
has adopted, since December 2015, 40 
objections to the import of genetically 
modified (GM) food and feed, of which 11 
were to GM soy imports; recalls that one of 
the reasons for objecting to these imports 
was the deforestation associated with their 
cultivation in countries such as Brazil and 
Argentina, where the soy is almost 
exclusively genetically modified to be used 
with pesticides; ; notes that, according to 
the Commission, soy has historically been 
the Union’s number one contributor to 
global deforestation and related emissions, 
accounting for nearly half of the 
deforestation embodied in all Union 
imports28 ;

_________________ _________________
27 Escobar, N., Tizado, E. J., zu Ermgassen, 
E. K.,Löfgren, P., Börner, J., & Godar, J. 
(2020). Spatially-explicit footprints of 
agricultural commodities: Mapping carbon 
emissions embodied in Brazil's soy 
exports. Global Environmental Change, 62, 
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102067 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/arti
cle/pii/S0959378019308623
28 Technical Report - 2013 - 063 of the 
Commission, ‘The impact of EU 
consumption on deforestation: 
Comprehensive analysis of the impact of 
EU consumption on deforestation’, study 
funded by the European Commission, DG 
ENV, and undertaken by VITO, IIASA, 
HIVA and IUCN NL, 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/forests/pdf
/1.%20Report%20analysis%20of%20impa
ct.pdf, pp. 23-24

28 Technical Report - 2013 - 063 of the 
Commission, ‘The impact of EU 
consumption on deforestation: 
Comprehensive analysis of the impact of 
EU consumption on deforestation’, study 
funded by the European Commission, DG 
ENV, and undertaken by VITO, IIASA, 
HIVA and IUCN NL, 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/forests/pdf
/1.%20Report%20analysis%20of%20impa
ct.pdf, pp. 23-24
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15.10.2020 A9-0179/24

Amendment 24
Hildegard Bentele
on behalf of the PPE Group

Report A9-0179/2020
Delara Burkhardt
Deforestation
2020/2006(INL)

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 14

Motion for a resolution Amendment

14. Welcomes business’ growing 
awareness of the problem of global 
deforestation, forest degradation and 
ecosystem destruction, the need for 
corporate action and corresponding 
commitments as well as increasing calls for 
transparent, consistent, uniform, sound and 
enforceable requirements for sustainable 
supply chains, including a reduced demand 
for forest-risk commodities; notes that 
some operators have embraced the 2014 
New York Declaration on Forests and have 
taken action to address deforestation, but 
regrettably these often lack ambition, only 
cover parts of the supply chain and are 
not designed to deal with multiple 
interconnected deforestation drivers29 , 
therefore do not deliver on their 
sustainability claims and the announced 
commitments; emphasises, in this regard , 
that companies’ voluntary anti-
deforestation commitments have not yet 
been sufficient to halt global 
deforestation;

14. Welcomes business’ growing 
awareness of the problem of global 
deforestation, forest degradation and 
ecosystem destruction, the need for 
corporate action and corresponding 
commitments as well as increasing calls for 
transparent, consistent, uniform, sound and 
enforceable requirements for sustainable 
supply chains, including a reduced demand 
for forest-risk commodities; notes that 
some operators have embraced the 2014 
New York Declaration on Forests and have 
taken action to address deforestation,

_________________
29 Five year Assessment Report on the New 
York Declaration “Protecting and restoring 
forests. A Story of Large Commitments yet 
Limited Progress”, September 
2019https://forestdeclaration.org/images/up
loads/resource/2019NYDFReport.pdf

Or. en
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15.10.2020 A9-0179/25

Amendment 25
Hildegard Bentele
on behalf of the EPP Group

Report A9-0179/2020
Delara Burkhardt
Deforestation
2020/2006(INL)

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 15

Motion for a resolution Amendment

15. Points out that third-party 
certification schemes have played an 
important role in bringing together 
business and civil society to develop a 
common understanding of the problem of 
deforestation; observes, however, that 
while voluntary third-party certification 
schemes have contributed to developing 
good practices, these schemes alone 
cannot halt and reverse global 
deforestation and ecosystem degradation 
and should only be complementary to 
binding measures; notes that voluntary 
third-party certification can be an 
auxiliary tool to assess and mitigate 
deforestation risks when designed and 
fully implemented with regard to well-
defined, measurable and ambitious 
sustainability criteria it is based on, the 
robustness of the certification and 
accreditation process, independent 
monitoring and compliance mechanisms, 
possibilities to monitor the supply chain 
and sound requirements to protect 
primary forests and other natural forests 
and promote sustainable forest 
management;

15. Points out that third-party 
certification schemes play an important 
role in bringing together business and civil 
society to develop a common 
understanding of the problem of 
deforestation and that they complement 
and ensure the identification of origin of 
product, risk assessment and mitigation 
components of due diligence systems, 
provided that these schemes are adequate 
in terms of scope and sustainability criteria 
for the protection of forests and their 
ecosystems and that they meet adequate 
levels of transparency, impartiality and 
reliability.

Or. en
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15.10.2020 A9-0179/26

Amendment 26
Hildegard Bentele
on behalf of the EPP Group

Report A9-0179/2020
Delara Burkhardt
Deforestation
2020/2006(INL)

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 16

Motion for a resolution Amendment

16. Notes that third-party certification 
and labels alone are not effective in 
preventing forest and ecosystem-risk 
commodities and products from entering 
the Union internal market; therefore 
emphasises that third-party certification 
can only be complementary to, but cannot 
replace, operators’ thorough mandatory 
due diligence processes which also ensure 
their social and environmental liability in 
accordance with the ‘polluter pays’ 
principle enshrined in Article 191 TFEU;

16. Asks the Commission to establish 
minimum criteria of certification schemes 
and verify schemes and underlines that 
the adoption of EU-recognised 
certification schemes as industry standard 
would give security to producers, retailers, 
business and consumers. The 
implementation of and compliance with 
those third party-schemes should be taken 
into account when designing liability 
schemes.

Or. en
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15.10.2020 A9-0179/27

Amendment 27
Hildegard Bentele
on behalf of the PPE Group

Report A9-0179/2020
Delara Burkhardt
Deforestation
2020/2006(INL)

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 19

Motion for a resolution Amendment

19. Notes that so far there are no rules 
in place that prohibit placing on the Union 
market products that contributed to the 
destruction of forests; remarks that even 
timber logged that has been legally in 
accordance with the law of the country of 
origin can contribute to deforestation and 
can still enjoy free access to the Union 
market; notes that, therefore, consumers 
of many forest and ecosystem-risk 
commodities in the Union have no 
guarantee that these products did not 
contribute to deforestation and that 
consequently consumers blamelessly, 
unwillingly and unknowingly drive 
deforestation;

19. Notes that so far there are no rules 
in place that prohibit placing on the Union 
market products that contributed to the 
destruction of forests;

Or. en
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15.10.2020 A9-0179/28

Amendment 28
Hildegard Bentele
on behalf of the PPE Group

Report A9-0179/2020
Delara Burkhardt
Deforestation
2020/2006(INL)

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 24

Motion for a resolution Amendment

24. Welcomes the intention of the 
Commission to tackle global deforestation 
and forest degradation but asks for a more 
ambitious policy approach; calls on the 
Commission to present a proposal, 
accompanied by an impact assessment, for 
an EU legal framework based on 
mandatory due diligence, reporting, 
disclosure and third party participation 
requirements, as well as liability and 
penalties in case of breaches of obligations 
for all companies placing for the first time 
on the Union market commodities entailing 
forest and ecosystem risks and products 
derived from these commodities, and 
access to justice and remedy for victims of 
breaches of these obligations; that 
traceability obligations should be placed on 
traders on the Union market, in particular 
regarding the identification of the origin of 
the commodities and products derived 
thereof at the moment they are placed on 
the Union internal market, to ensure 
sustainable and deforestation-free value 
chains, as laid down in the Annex to this 
resolution; emphasises that the same legal 
framework should also apply to all 
financial institutions authorised to operate 
in the Union that are providing money to 
companies that harvest, extract, produce, 
process or trade forest and ecosystem-risk 
commodities and derived products;

24. Welcomes the intention of 
the Commission to tackle global 
deforestation and forest degradation 
but asks for a more stringent policy 
approach; calls on the Commission to 
present an impact assessed proposal for an 
EU legal framework based on 
mandatory due diligence, reporting, 
disclosure and third party 
participation requirements, as well as 
liability, as a procedural concept 
and penalties in case of breaches of 
obligations for all companies placing 
for the first time on the Union market 
commodities entailing forest 
and ecosystem risks and products derived 
from these commodities, and access 
to justice and remedy for victims of 
breaches of these obligations; these 
obligations should be restricted to sectors 
with the greatest impact on deforestation; 
traceability obligations should be placed on 
traders on the Union market, in particular 
regarding the identification of the origin of 
the commodities and products derived 
thereof at the moment they are placed on 
the Union internal market, to ensure 
sustainable and deforestation-free value 
chains, as laid down in the Annex to 
this resolution; emphasises that the same 
legal framework should apply to 
all financial institutions authorised to 
operate in the Union and that are providing 
money to companies that harvest, extract, 
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produce, process forest and ecosystem-risk 
commodities and derived products; 
points out that these obligations must be 
adapted to the capabilities of small 
and medium-sized enterprises; 

Or. en
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15.10.2020 A9-0179/29

Amendment 29
Hildegard Bentele
on behalf of the PPE Group

Report A9-0179/2020
Delara Burkhardt
Deforestation
2020/2006(INL)

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 28

Motion for a resolution Amendment

28. Emphasises that, according to 
several studies31 a legal framework to 
prevent the entry into the Union internal 
market of products linked to 
deforestation, will have no impact on 
volume and price of the commodities sold 
in the Union and covered in the Annex of 
this resolution and that extra costs incurred 
by operators to implement these legal 
obligations are minimal.

28. Emphasises that the impact on the 
volume and the price of the commodities 
sold in the Union and covered in Annex of 
this resolution and extra costs incurred by 
operators to implement these new legal 
obligations of the new EU framework 
need to be assessed by an impact 
assessmentof the European Commission.

_________________
31 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/arti
cle/pii/S0959378014001046

Or. en


