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17.3.2021 A9-0037/9

Amendment 9
Anna Zalewska
on behalf of the ECR Group

Report A9-0037/2021
Javi López
Implementation of the Ambient Air Quality Directives
(2020/2091(INI))

Motion for a resolution
Citation 20

Motion for a resolution Amendment

– having regard to its resolution of 28 
November 2019 on the climate and 
environment emergency9,

_____________

9 Texts adopted, P9_TA(2019)0078.
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17.3.2021 A9-0037/10

Amendment 10
Anna Zalewska
on behalf of the ECR Group

Report A9-0037/2021
Javi López
Implementation of the Ambient Air Quality Directives
(2020/2091(INI))

Motion for a resolution
Recital Y

Motion for a resolution Amendment

Y. whereas the current situation calls 
for countries to be given more support 
(technological, logistical and financial 
support and guidelines) to improve the 
implementation of existing legislation;

Y. whereas, given the number of 
procedures initiated by the Commission 
against Member States for air quality 
violations, aligning the indicators in the 
Directive more closely with WHO values 
will not improve air quality, but only 
increase the number of infringements; 
whereas the current situation calls for 
countries to be given more support 
(technological, logistical and financial 
support and guidelines) to improve the 
implementation of existing legislation;
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17.3.2021 A9-0037/11

Amendment 11
Anna Zalewska
on behalf of the ECR Group

Report A9-0037/2021
Javi López
Implementation of the Ambient Air Quality Directives
(2020/2091(INI))

Motion for a resolution
Recital Y a (new)

Motion for a resolution Amendment

 Ya. whereas improving air quality also 
entails changes in the mentality of society, 
which cannot be easily achieved through 
changes in the law, but rather through 
campaigns to raise awareness that 
changes, for example to heating or 
transport systems, although involving a 
high financial outlay, will bring both 
health and financial benefits in the long 
term;

Or. en
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17.3.2021 A9-0037/12

Amendment 12
Anna Zalewska
on behalf of the ECR Group

Report A9-0037/2021
Javi López
Implementation of the Ambient Air Quality Directives
(2020/2091(INI))

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 4

Motion for a resolution Amendment

4. Notes that AAQ Directives are 
based on air quality standards that are now 
15 to 20 years old, and that some of them 
are much weaker than current WHO 
guidelines and estimated reference levels 
based on excess lifetime cancer risk, and 
the levels suggested by the latest scientific 
evidence on human health and 
environment impacts; welcomes the 
commitment made in the European Green 
Deal to revise air quality standards, and 
calls on the Commission to align PM10, 
PM2.5, SO2 and O3 values with WHO 
guidelines, and benzene (C6H6) and 
benzo(a)pyrene (BaP) values with WHO 
reference levels, by means of legislative 
changes to the AAQ Directives following 
the conclusion of a comprehensive impact 
assessment on health, environmental, 
societal and economic aspects; insists on 
the fact that the WHO guidelines are 
currently being revised and that their 
publication is now imminent; points out to 
the need to update EU air quality standards 
as soon as the new WHO guidelines 
become available, and to include an 
obligation for a periodic review of the 
standards on the basis of the latest 
scientific and technical evidence in order 
to align them with regularly updated 
WHO guidelines; calls on the 
Commission to also take into account the 

4. Notes that AAQ Directives are 
based on air quality standards that are now 
15 to 20 years old, and that some of them 
are much weaker than current WHO 
guidelines and the levels suggested by the 
latest scientific evidence on human health 
impacts; welcomes the commitment made 
in the European Green Deal to revise air 
quality standards, and calls on Member 
States and the Commission to better 
enforce already existing standards, to 
implement current legislation, and to 
carefully assess new WHO standards by 
means of a comprehensive impact 
assessment on health, environmental, 
societal and economic aspects before 
considering a closer alignment of EU air 
quality standards with WHO standards; 
calls for the introduction of a periodic 
review of the EU and WHO standards on 
the basis of the latest scientific and 
technical evidence;
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latest critical loads for protection of 
ecosystems set by the Convention on 
Long-Range Transboundary Air 
Pollution;
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17.3.2021 A9-0037/13

Amendment 13
Anna Zalewska
on behalf of the ECR Group

Report A9-0037/2021
Javi López
Implementation of the Ambient Air Quality Directives
(2020/2091(INI))

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 50

Motion for a resolution Amendment

50. Alerts that as of February 2021, 31 
infringement procedures against 20 
Member States on the implementation of 
the AAQ Directives are pending; 
recognises that some of these infringement 
procedures have been ongoing since 2009, 
and that despite ongoing infringement 
procedures, pollution concentration 
exceedances in Member States continue to 
occur; considers that persistent and 
systemic exceedances of air quality 
standards by Member States indicate their 
lack of commitment to adopting more 
effective measures to protect their citizens’ 
health and the environment, and indicate 
the ineffectiveness of the current 
enforcement procedure; urges the 
Commission to review the current 
enforcement procedure for the AAQ 
Directives;

50. Alerts that as of February 2021, 31 
infringement procedures against 20 
Member States on the implementation of 
the AAQ Directives are pending; 
recognises that some of these infringement 
procedures have been ongoing since 2009, 
and that despite ongoing infringement 
procedures, pollution concentration 
exceedances in Member States continue to 
occur; considers that persistent and 
systemic exceedances of air quality 
standards by Member States indicate not 
only their lack of commitment to adopting 
more effective measures, but also that the 
problem of air quality is an extremely 
complex issue, with solutions requiring 
action that seriously interferes with 
production methods, transport and 
lifestyles, and often involves significant 
investment and unpopular decisions;

Or. en


