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12.5.2021 A9-0143/1

Amendment 1
Peter Kofod, Gunnar Beck, Nicolaus Fest, Jean-Paul Garraud, Jaak Madison, Harald 
Vilimsky, Bernhard Zimniok
on behalf of the ID Group

Report A9-0143/2021
Sylvie Guillaume
New Avenues for Legal Labour Migration
(2020/2010(INI))

Motion for a resolution (Rule 181(3) of the Rules of Procedure) replacing non-legislative 
motion for a resolution A9-0143/2021

European Parliament resolution on new avenues for legal labour migration

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the UN Convention relating to the Status of Refugees of 1951 and its 
Protocols,

– having regard to the Treaty on European Union, in particular Article 3(3) thereof, and to 
the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU), in particular 
Article 79(5) thereof,

– having regard to Directive 2014/36/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council 
of 26 February 2014 on the conditions of entry and stay of third-country nationals for 
the purpose of employment as seasonal workers1,

– having regard to the New Pact on Migration and Asylum proposed by the Commission 
on 23 September 2020,

– having regard to the Commission communication of 23 September 2020 on a New Pact 
on Migration and Asylum (COM(2020)0609),

– having regard to Rule 54 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas conflating the need for labour in Member States with current mass immigration 
as a solution is dishonest and problematic;

B. whereas youth unemployment in many Member States stands at high levels, and 
focusing on getting Europeans into employment should take precedence over opening 
new channels for unskilled non-EU nationals;

C. whereas the EU fertility rate is below sustainability at just 1.5 babies per woman, and 

1 OJ L 94, 28.3.2014, p. 375.
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the average age of EU citizens is forecast to rise from 39 to 49 by 2050;

D. whereas some Member States have seen new forms of crime arrive with mass 
immigration, for example the extensive use of money transfers to carry out illicit 
activities such as money laundering and financing terrorism2;

1. Calls on the Commission and the other EU institutions to cease encroaching on the 
sovereign right of Member States to decide and control their immigration policy and 
temporary resident schemes;

2. Stresses that there is no legal basis in the current Treaties for a common labour policy 
and that, regarding immigration, Member States have the sovereign right to determine 
the number of immigrants they allow to enter their territory; insists on full respect for 
the provisions of Article 79(5) TFEU;

3. Recalls the high levels of unemployment in the EU, especially among young people and 
unskilled labour forces; notes that, according to Eurostat, EU-27 unemployment stood at 
7.3 % in March 2021; considers that many unemployed people, including to a large 
degree unemployable third country nationals, do not appear in national work schemes 
and thus are not included in these Eurostat unemployment figures; questions the 
narrative of a large-scale need for additional low-skilled labour in the Member States;

4. Acknowledges that in some Member States there might be a temporary need for 
targeted immigration to fulfil certain needs for high-skilled labour in some sectors, such 
as the IT sector; rejects the notion that additional ‘legal pathways’ are needed, 
especially with regard to unskilled workers;

5. Deplores the dissemination of false concepts, such as ageing populations needing to be 
rejuvenated by mass immigration; emphasises that Member States can address the issue 
of an ageing population through beneficial family policies;

6. Recalls that in certain Member States labour migration has turned into de facto 
permanent immigration, sometimes even in violation of their legal frameworks; 
encourages Member States to find appropriate ways to deal with these issues 
beforehand and stresses the importance of enforcing returns for people who no longer 
fulfil the conditions to remain in the EU;

7. Expresses grave concern that the EU institutions are attempting to increase the already 
abnormally high levels of immigration by non-EU nationals to the Member States, by 
attempting to lower and control the requirements for entrance and legal employment in 
the Member States, under the pretext of creating more legal pathways and mobility 
schemes;

8. Takes note of, and embraces, the significant differences in education policy, 
employment policy, social and welfare policies between the Member States; takes the 
view that this diversity should be fully respected in any EU legislative framework;

9. Stresses that ‘legal pathways’ or ‘mobility’ for non-EU nationals into the Member 

2 Italy: money transfer, money laundering and intermediary liability, Emerald Insight

https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/JFC-10-2019-0137/full/html
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States is not the answer to halting illegal immigration; points out that the past decade of 
mass influx of non-EU nationals has nothing to do with attracting desired labour 
immigration and constitutes an entirely different category of immigration; underlines 
that refugees and asylum seekers should return once the conditions in their state of 
origin allow for this in accordance with the applicable legal national and international 
frameworks, notably the UN Convention relating to the Status of Refugees of 1951 and 
its Protocols, especially its Protocol of 1967;

10. Underlines that legal emigration of highly qualified citizens drains the countries of 
origin of their human capital and seriously hampers their economic and social 
development by depriving them of an educated workforce; calls for efforts to address 
the ‘brain drain’ and ‘brain gain’ issues in order to tackle the root causes of migration;

11. Points out that the creation of various immigration-friendly policies such as creating 
more legal options to immigrate to the EU, extending labour rights, free movement for 
non-EU nationals and family reunification schemes will only facilitate an increase in 
mass immigration and, in addition, constitute additional strong pull factors for increased 
illegal migration;

12. Underlines that the recent migratory waves since 2015 do not amount to permanent 
immigration yet, but are reversible in accordance with the UN Convention relating to 
the Status of Refugees of 1951 and its Protocols, as the residency status of most 
migrants is temporary in nature;

13. Considers that the type of mass migration experienced by the Member States during the 
last 30 years has mostly not been beneficial for their societies; points out that in many 
Member States immigration has led to a host of problems, threatening European values, 
achievements and culture; considers that unfettered immigration has had dire 
consequences for the Member States’ ability to uphold the rule of law and protect their 
traditional cultures and identities;

14. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission and the 
governments of the Member States.
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