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Symbols for procedures

*  Consultation procedure
**%  Consent procedure
***]  Ordinary legislative procedure (first reading)
***[[  Ordinary legislative procedure (second reading)
***[II  Ordinary legislative procedure (third reading)

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the draft act.)

Amendments to a draft act

Amendments by Parliament set out in two columns

Deletions are indicated in bold italics in the left-hand column. Replacements
are indicated in bold italics in both columns. New text is indicated in bold
italics in the right-hand column.

The first and second lines of the header of each amendment identify the
relevant part of the draft act under consideration. If an amendment pertains to
an existing act that the draft act is seeking to amend, the amendment heading
includes a third line identifying the existing act and a fourth line identifying
the provision in that act that Parliament wishes to amend.

Amendments by Parliament in the form of a consolidated text

New text is highlighted in bold italics. Deletions are indicated using either
the I symbol or strikeout. Replacements are indicated by highlighting the
new text in bold italics and by deleting or striking out the text that has been
replaced.

By way of exception, purely technical changes made by the drafting
departments in preparing the final text are not highlighted.
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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

on the proposal for a Council decision authorising the Member States of the European
Union to accept, in the interest of the European Union, the accession of Philippines to
the 1980 Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction
(COM(2021)0359 — C9-0361/2021 — 2021/0178(NLE))

(Consultation)

The European Parliament,

having regard to the proposal for a Council decision (COM(2021)0359),

having regard to Article 38, fourth paragraph, of the 1980 Hague Convention on the
Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction,

having regard to Article 81(3) and Article 218(6), second subparagraph, point (b), of the
Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, pursuant to which the Council
consulted Parliament (C9-0361/2021),

having regard to the opinion of the Court of Justice! on the exclusive external
competence of the European Union for a declaration of acceptance of an accession to
the 1980 Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction,

having regard to Rule 82 and Rule 114(8) of its Rules of Procedure,
having regard to the report of the Committee on Legal Affairs (A9-0300/2021),

Approves the authorisation for the Member States of the European Union to accept, in
the interest of the European Union, the accession of Philippines to the 1980 Hague
Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction;

Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council, the Commission and the
governments and parliaments of the Member States, as well as to the Permanent Bureau
of the Hague Conference on Private International Law.

! Opinion of the Court of Justice of 14 October 2014, 1/13, ECLI:EU:C:2014:2303.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The Hague Convention of 25 October 1980 on the Civil Aspects of International Child
Abduction is a vitally important instrument. To date, it has been ratified by 101 countries,
including all the EU Member States.

It introduces a system of cooperation between the contracting States aimed at prompt
settlement of cases of international child abduction, ensuring that the best interests of the
child are at all times safeguarded in matters related to their custody

In many instances, these problems arise when a couple has separated. If the parents are from
different states, there could be a temptation to exploit the lack of cooperation between those
states in order to secure custody of the child.

The biggest problem in such cases is the national bias of the legal systems of individual states.
It may happen that the courts in both of the states concerned declare themselves competent,
with each of them awarding custody of the child to the parent who is a national of that state.

The purpose of the Convention is to protect children internationally from the harmful effects
of their wrongful removal or retention, by establishing procedures to ensure their prompt
return to the State of their habitual residence, as well as by securing protection of rights of
access.

The EU has exclusive external competence in this field as confirmed by the Court of Justice
in Opinion 1/13, of 14 October 2014. The problem is that the Convention does not provide for
autonomous action by international organisations.

This has rendered necessary a Council Decision calling on Member States to accept — each in
respect of their own territory — the accession of Philippines to the Convention, and hence the
effective entry into force of the Convention in cases involving the EU and that country.

The accession of Philippines to the Convention is to be welcomed, especially in light of the
serious difficulties currently facing the country. Your rapporteur fully supports this and
therefore proposes that Parliament approve the proposal without amendment, in order to
ensure that the children concerned will benefit from full EU-wide protection.

RR\1242525EN.docx 5/7 PE697.600v02-00

EN



EN

PROCEDURE - COMMITTEE RESPONSIBLE

Title Authorising the Member States of the European Union to accept, in the
interest of the European Union, the accession of Philippines to the 1980
Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child
Abduction
References COM(2021)0359 — C9-0361/2021 —2021/0178(NLE)
Date of consultation / request for consent | 15.7.2021
Committee responsible JURI
Date announced in plenary 4.10.2021
Rapporteurs Gilles Lebreton
Date appointed 12.7.2021
Date adopted 28.10.2021
Result of final vote +: 23
— 0
0: 0

Members present for the final vote

Pascal Arimont, Manon Aubry, Gunnar Beck, Geoffroy Didier, Pascal
Durand, Angel Dzhambazki, Iban Garcia Del Blanco, Jean-Paul
Garraud, Esteban Gonzalez Pons, Mislav Kolakusi¢, Sergey
Lagodinsky, Gilles Lebreton, Jifi Pospisil, Franco Roberti, Stéphane
Séjourné, Raffaele Stancanelli, Adridn Vazquez Léazara, Axel Voss,
Marion Walsmann, Tiemo Wolken, Lara Wolters, Javier Zarzalejos

Substitutes present for the final vote

Alessandra Basso, Patrick Breyer, Daniel Buda, Evelyne Gebhardt,
Heidi Hautala, Angelika Niebler, Nacho Sanchez Amor, Liesje
Schreinemacher, Yana Toom

Date tabled

3.11.2021
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FINAL VOTE BY ROLL CALL IN COMMITTEE RESPONSIBLE

23 +
ECR Angel Dzhambazki, Raffaele Stancanelli
ID Gunnar Beck, Jean-Paul Garraud, Gilles Lebreton
PPE Pascal Arimont, Geoffroy Didier, Esteban Gonzalez Pons, Jiti Pospisil, Axel Voss, Marion Walsmann, Javier
Zarzalejos
Renew Pascal Durand, Liesje Schreinemacher, Yana Toom, Adrian Vazquez Lazara
S&D Iban Garcia Del Blanco, Franco Roberti, Nacho Sanchez Amor, Tiemo Wolken, Lara Wolters
The Left Manon Aubry
Verts/ALE Patrick Breyer
0 -
0 0
Key to symbols:
+ : in favour
- : against
0 : abstention
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