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Amendment 1
Margarita de la Pisa Carrión, Beata Kempa
on behalf of the ECR Group

Report A9-0025/2022
Chrysoula Zacharopoulou
EU Gender Action Plan III
(2021/2003(INI))

Motion for a resolution (Rule 181(3) of the Rules of Procedure) replacing non-legislative 
motion for a resolution A9-0025/2022

European Parliament resolution on the EU Gender Action Plan III

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 10 December 1948, the 
preamble of which expressly mentions ‘the equal rights of men and women’,

– having regard to Articles 2 and 3(3) of the Treaty on European Union,

– having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU), in 
particular Articles 8, 10 and 168(7) thereof,

– having regard to its resolution of 10 December 2013 on sexual and reproductive health 
and rights1,

– having regard to Rule 54 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas equality between men and women is a core value of the European Union and 
should therefore be reflected as a horizontal principle that the EU pursues in all of its 
activities;

B. whereas the right to equal treatment is a defining fundamental right that is recognised in 
the Treaties and is essential for the further development of the Union;

C. whereas Article 168(7) TFEU states that ‘Union action shall respect the responsibilities 
of the Member States for the definition of their health policy and for the organisation 
and delivery of health services and medical care’ and that ‘the responsibilities of the 
Member States shall include the management of health services and medical care and 
the allocation of the resources assigned to them’;

D. whereas in its resolution of 10 December 2013, Parliament affirmed that the formulation 
and implementation of policies on sexual and reproductive health and rights and on 

1 OJ C 468, 15.12.2016, p. 66.
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sexual education in schools is a competence of the Member States;

E. whereas in her answer to a parliamentary question on 9 March 2021, the Commissioner 
for Equality, Helena Dalli, stated that ‘legislative powers on sexual and reproductive 
health and rights, including abortion, lie with the Member States’;

F. whereas during plenary on 23 June 2021, the Commissioner for Equality also stated that 
‘the EU has only complementary competence, as we all know, in public health matters, 
and Member States are competent for the definition of their health policy’, and that 
‘abortion legislation is therefore up to the Member State concerned’;

G. whereas abortion is not a universal human right and is not included in any legally 
binding treaty of international law;

H. whereas in international law, the principle of non-intervention includes – but is not 
limited to – the prohibition of the threat or use of force against the political 
independence of any state; whereas the prohibition of intervention is a corollary of 
every state’s right to sovereignty;

I. whereas Articles 208 to 214 TFEU on cooperation with third countries and 
humanitarian aid govern the principles and objectives of the Union’s external action; 
whereas they state that the Union’s development policies must comply with the 
principles of international law and the principles of impartiality, neutrality and 
non-discrimination; whereas as such, any cooperation with third countries must respect 
their cultures, ways of life and traditions in order to uphold human rights in those 
countries;

1. Notes that as the Union is obliged by the TFEU to eliminate inequalities between men 
and women in all its activities, the configuration of all of the Council’s sectoral policy 
work must adhere to this horizontal principle;

2. Stresses that all EU documents should be based on terminology adopted in primary law, 
such as ‘equality between women and men’; emphasises that neither the Treaties nor the 
Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union uses the term ‘gender’, whereas 
Articles 2 and 3(3) of the Treaty on European Union and Article 23 of the Charter 
explicitly refer to ‘equality between women and men’;

3. Highlights that a functioning democratic community needs a common set of values on 
which everyone can agree, share in and contribute to; considers that any action plans in 
this area should focus on the freedom of individual human beings, in line with the 
principle of personalism, rather than perceiving people as representatives of a 
collective;

4. Emphasises that so-called ‘gender quotas’ do not promote equality between men and 
women, they actually undermine it; believes that ‘gender quotas’ serve only to diminish 
the value of a meritocracy and impose unequal labour conditions on men and women;

5. Notes that while the COVID-19 pandemic has affected the health of men and women to 
differing extents, it is unclear whether this is due to biological differences between men 
and women, differences in behavioural habits or differences in co-morbidity rates;
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6. Calls on the Commission to actively promote equality before the law in its external 
relations;

7. Reiterates that the formulation and implementation of policies on sexual and 
reproductive health and rights and on sexual education in schools is an exclusive 
competence of the Member States;

8. Condemns the EU’s imposition of sexual and reproductive health and rights and gender 
mainstreaming as prerequisites for mutual relations with third countries, transgressing 
their national spiritual and cultural values;

9. Underlines that forced and child marriage is a human rights violation which leaves 
women and girls particularly vulnerable to violence and abuse; highlights that female 
genital mutilation is internationally recognised as a human rights violation and at least 
three million girls are at risk every year; stresses that female genital mutilation and 
forced and child marriage are an affront to the dignity of women as human beings; calls 
for joint action between the EU and third countries in order to raise awareness of and 
prevent female genital mutilation and forced marriage;

10. Notes with concern that some groups in Parliament have attempted to interfere in 
matters that the Treaties reserve for the Member States;

11. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council and the Commission.

Or. en


