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Symbols for procedures

* Consultation procedure
*** Consent procedure

***I Ordinary legislative procedure (first reading)
***II Ordinary legislative procedure (second reading)

***III Ordinary legislative procedure (third reading)

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the draft act.)

Amendments to a draft act

Amendments by Parliament set out in two columns

Deletions are indicated in bold italics in the left-hand column. Replacements 
are indicated in bold italics in both columns. New text is indicated in bold 
italics in the right-hand column.

The first and second lines of the header of each amendment identify the 
relevant part of the draft act under consideration. If an amendment pertains to 
an existing act that the draft act is seeking to amend, the amendment heading 
includes a third line identifying the existing act and a fourth line identifying 
the provision in that act that Parliament wishes to amend.

Amendments by Parliament in the form of a consolidated text

New text is highlighted in bold italics. Deletions are indicated using either 
the ▌symbol or strikeout. Replacements are indicated by highlighting the 
new text in bold italics and by deleting or striking out the text that has been 
replaced. 
By way of exception, purely technical changes made by the drafting 
departments in preparing the final text are not highlighted.
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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

on the proposal for a Council regulation on the application of Articles 93, 107 and 108 of 
the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union to certain categories of State aid 
in the rail, inland waterway and multimodal transport sector
(COM(2022)0327 – C9-0290/2022 – 2022/0209(NLE))

(Consultation)

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Commission proposal to the Council (COM(2022)0327),

– having regard to Article 109 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, 
pursuant to which the Council consulted Parliament (C9-0290/2022),

– having regard to Rule 82 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (A9-
0285/2022),

1. Approves the Commission proposal;

2. Calls on the Council to notify Parliament if it intends to depart from the text approved 
by Parliament;

3. Asks the Council to consult Parliament again if it intends to substantially amend the text 
approved by Parliament;

4. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council and the Commission.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The proposal for Council Regulation (EU) No 327/20221 enables the European Commission to 
exempt from prior notification under EU State aid rules certain types of aid for rail, inland 
waterway and multimodal transport, with the objective of promoting green transport.

Currently, under the division of competences between the Council and the Commission set out 
in Articles 108(4) and 109 TFEU, it is for the Council to determine the categories of aid that 
may be exempted from State aid notification, and for the Commission to adopt the regulations 
laying down detailed rules relating to such exemption. 

By way of block exemption regulations, the Commission exempts from the notification 
obligation laid down in Article 108(3) TFEU the aid measures identified by the Council, thereby 
allowing Member States to directly implement them without prior approval by the Commission.

Council Regulation (EU) 2015/1588 of 13 July 2015 on the application of Articles 107 and 108 
TFEU to certain categories of horizontal State aid (the “2015 Enabling Regulation”)2  identifies 
a certain number of categories of aid that may be exempted by the Commission from the 
notification obligation laid down in Article 108(3) TFEU. However, the 2015 Enabling 
Regulation covers only State aid measures declared compatible with the internal market under 
Article 107(2) or 107(3) TFEU, but leaves uncovered the aid measures whose compatibility is 
assessed under Article 93 TFEU.

Since State aid for rail, inland waterway and multimodal transport falls under Article 93 TFEU, 
which constitutes a lex specialis relative to Article 107(2) and (3) TFEU, a specific enabling 
Council regulation for rail, inland waterway and multimodal transport seems justified 
(“Transport Enabling Regulation”).

Therefore, the proposed Transport Enabling Regulation allows the Commission to adopt block 
exemption regulations for aid to rail and inland waterway transport and to multimodal transport 
with the objective of promoting green transport. It was adopted by the European Commission 
on 6 July 2022, in the context of the revision of the State aid Railway Guidelines.

With this proposal two categories of aid exempted from the notification requirement of Article 
108(3) TFEU are identified, the first one being aid for the coordination of transport and, 
secondly, aid for the reimbursement for the discharge of certain obligations inherent in the 
concept of a public service. These categories fall under the scope of Article 93 TFEU.

In addition, the proposed Regulation indicates the elements (such as the purpose of the aid) that 
the Commission will specify in its subsequent regulations to block-exempt from notification 
under Article 108(3) TFEU on the above referred to categories of aid. 

In light of the technical nature of the proposal and the non-controversial content thereof, your 
rapporteur proposes that Parliament approves the proposal without amendments pursuant to a 
simplified procedure (rule 52).

1 COM(2022) 327 final.
2  OJ L 248, 24.9.2015, p. 1.
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29.11.2022

LETTER OF THE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORT AND TOURISM

Ms Irene Tinagli
Chair
Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs
Brussels

Subject: Opinion on “Application of Articles 93, 107 and 108 of the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union to certain categories of State aid in the rail, 
inland waterway and multimodal transport sector” (COM(2022)0327 – 
C9-0290/2022 – 2022/0209(NLE))

Dear Ms Tinagli,

Under the procedure referred to above, the Committee on Transport and Tourism has been 
asked to submit an opinion to your committee. At its meeting of 31 of August 2022, the 
committee decided to adopt an opinion. It considered the matter at its meeting of 29 November 
2022 and adopted the opinion in the form of a letter at the latter meeting1.

The Commission proposal provides a legal basis for the adoption of block exemption regulations 
for State aid for rail, inland waterway and multimodal transport, in line with the Commission’s 
Sustainable and Smart Mobility Strategy.

We welcome the main objective of this instrument, notably to implement the Green Deal by 
reducing and simplifying the administrative burden and cost for investment in low-emission and 
zero-emissions transport modes. 

However, it is fundamental that these block exemptions rules do not give rise to any 
significant distortions of competition and maintain the level-playing field as well as allowing 
for block exemption to other modes that embrace the green and digital transition such as zero 
and low emission vehicles or short-side shipping.

Moreover, the possible block-exemptions for the discharge of public service 
obligations should be in line with the conditions foreseen by the transport operators, 
especially for passenger and cargo transport.

1 The following were present for the final vote: Karima Delli (Chair), István Ujhelyi (Vice-Chair), Jens Gieseke 
(Vice Chair), Andris Ameriks (Vice-Chair), Jan-Christoph Oetjen (Vice-Chair), Izaskun Bilbao Barandica, 
Karolin Braunsberger-Reinhold, Leila Chaibi, Ciarán Cuffe, Jakop G. Dalunde, Ilan De Basso, Anna 
Deparnay-Grunenberg, Ismail Ertug, Carlo Fidanza, Mario Furore, Isabel García Muñoz, Vlad Gheorghe, Elsi 
Katainen, Kateřina Konečná, Bogusław Liberadzki, Elżbieta Katarzyna Łukacijewska, Peter Lundgren, Benoît 
Lutgen, Marian-Jean Marinescu, Tilly Metz, Caroline Nagtegaal, Ljudmila Novak, Andrey Novakov, Philippe 
Olivier, Rovana Plumb, Dominique Riquet, Massimiliano Salini, Vera Tax, Barbara Thaler, Loránt Vincze, Petar 
Vitanov, Lucia Vuolo, Jörgen Warborn, Roberts Zīle, 
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The Committee on Transport and Tourism therefore calls on the Committee on Economic and 
Monetary Affairs to propose that Parliament adopt its position at first reading, taking over the 
Commission proposal.

Yours sincerely,

Karima Delli
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