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MOTION FOR A EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT RESOLUTION

on human rights and democracy in the world and the European Union’s policy on the
matter — annual report 2022
(2022/2049(INI))

The European Parliament,

having regard to the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union,
having regard to the European Convention on Human Rights,
having regard to Articles 2, 3, 8, 21 and 23 of the Treaty on European Union (TEU),

having regard to Articles 17 and 207 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European
Union (TFEU),

having regard to the European Pillar of Social Rights, in particular principles 2, 3, 11
and 17 thereof,

having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and to other UN human
rights treaties and instruments,

having regard to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,

having regard to the UN Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide of 1948 and UN Human Rights Council Resolution 43/29 of 22 June 2020 on
the prevention of genocide,

having regard to the UN International Convention Against the Taking of Hostages of 17
December 1979,

having regard to the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women of 18 December 1979,

having regard to the Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of
Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief, proclaimed by UN General Assembly
Resolution 36/55 of 25 November 1981,

having regard to the UN Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment of 10 December 1984,

having regard to the UN Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or
Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities of 18 December 1992,

having regard to the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, adopted by
consensus on 9 December 1998,
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— having regard to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child of 20 November 1989
and the two Optional Protocols thereto, adopted on 25 May 2000,

— having regard to the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities of
13 December 2006, which entered into force in the EU on 21 January 2011 in
accordance with Council Decision 2010/48/EC of 26 November 2009 concerning the
conclusion, by the European Community, of the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities',

— having regard to the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from
Enforced Disappearance, adopted by the UN General Assembly on 20 December 2006,

— having regard to the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, adopted on
13 September 2007, and to International Labour Organization Convention No 169 on
Indigenous and Tribal Peoples of 1989,

— having regard to the UN Arms Trade Treaty, in particular Article 7 on Export and
Export Assessment thereof, and to the EU Code of Conduct on Arms Exports,

— having regard to the Beijing Declaration of 15 September 1995,

—  having regard to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development adopted on
25 September 2015, in particular goals 1, 4, 5, 8, 10 and 16 thereof,

— having regard to the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration of
19 December 2018 and the Global Compact on Refugees of 2018,

— having regard to the UN General Assembly resolution of 24 March 2022 on the
humanitarian consequences of the aggression against Ukraine,

— having regard to the assessment by the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights of 31 August 2022 on human rights concerns in the Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region, People’s Republic of China,

- having regard to the statement by the Chair of the UN Independent International
Commission of Inquiry on Ukraine at the 51st session of the Human Rights Council on
23 September 2022,

— having regard to the Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development of 1994, and to the outcomes of its review conferences,

— having regard to the Council of Europe Conventions for the protection of Human Rights
and Dignity of the Human Being with regard to the Application of Biology and
Medicine (CETS No 164), adopted on 4 April 1997, and the protocols thereto, on
Action against Trafficking in Human Beings (CETS No 197), adopted on 16 May 2005,
and on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (CETS
No 201), adopted on 25 October 2007,

'OJ L 23,27.1.2010, p. 35.
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— having regard to the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating
violence against women and domestic violence (the Istanbul Convention) of
11 May 2011, which not all Member States have ratified,

— having regard to Council of Europe Protocol No 6 to the Convention for the Protection
of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms concerning the Abolition of the Death
Penalty,

— having regard to the resolution adopted by the Committee of Ministers of the Council of
Europe on 16 March 2022 on the cessation of the membership of the Russian Federation
to the Council of Europe,

- having regard to the European Council conclusions on Ukraine of 30 and 31 May 2022,

— having regard to Council Regulation (EU) 2020/1998 of 7 December 2020 concerning
restrictive measures against serious human rights violations and abuses?,

— having regard to Regulation (EU) 2021/947 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 9 June 2021 establishing the Neighbourhood, Development and International
Cooperation Instrument — Global Europe?,

— having regard to the Council conclusions of 12 July 2021 on EU priorities at the UN
during the 76th session of the UN General Assembly, September 2021-September 2022,

— having regard to the Council conclusions of 24 January 2022 on EU priorities in UN
human rights forums in 2022,

— having regard to the Council conclusions of 18 July 2022 on EU priorities at the UN
during the 77th session of the UN General Assembly, September 2022-September 2023,

— having regard to the joint communication by the High Representative of the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and the Commission of 25 March 2020 entitled
‘EU Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy 2020-2024" (JOIN(2020)0005), and
to the Council conclusions of 18 November 2020 thereon,

— having regard to the joint communication by the High Representative of the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and the Commission of 25 November 2020 entitled
‘EU Action Plan (GAP) III - An Ambitious Agenda for Gender Equality and Women’s
Empowerment in External Action’ (JOIN(2020)0017),

— having regard to the Commission communication of 24 March 2021 on the EU strategy
on the rights of the child (COM(2021)0142),

— having regard to the Commission communication of 3 March 2021 entitled ‘Union of
Equality: Strategy for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 2021-2030°
(COM(2921)0101),

20JL4101,7.12.2020, p. 1.
30JL 209, 14.6.2021, p. 1.
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— having regard on the EU Guidelines on human rights defenders, as adopted by the
Council on 14 June 2004,

— having regard to the EU Guidelines on promoting compliance with international
humanitarian law*, as updated in 2009,

— having regard to the EU Guidelines on the death penalty, as updated by the Council on
12 April 2013,

- having regard to the EU Guidelines on the promotion and protection of freedom and
religion or belief, as adopted by the Council on 24 June 2013,

— having regard to the EU Guidelines to promote and protect the enjoyment of all human
rights by lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) persons, as adopted
by the Council on 24 June 2013,

— having regard to the EU Human Rights Guidelines on freedom of expression online and
offline, as adopted by the Council on 12 May 2014,

— having regard to the EU Human Rights Guidelines on non-discrimination in external
action, as adopted by the Council on 18 March 2019,

— having regard to the EU Human Rights Guidelines on safe drinking water and
sanitation, as adopted by the Council on 17 June 2019,

—  having regard to the revised Guidelines on the EU’s policy towards third countries on
torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, as adopted by
the Council on 16 September 2019,

— having regard to the revised EU Guidelines on human rights dialogues with partner/third
countries, as approved by the Council on 22 February 2021,

— having regard to the European Parliamentary Research Service’s European
Implementation Assessment of 24 August 2022 on EU Guidelines on Human Rights
Defenders,

— having regard to the Commission communication of 12 September 2012 entitled ‘The
roots of democracy and sustainable development: Europe’s engagement with Civil
Society in external relations’ (COM(2012)0492),

— having regard to the Commission proposal for a directive of the European Parliament
and of the Council on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence and amending Directive
(EU) 2019/1937 (COM(2022)0071),

— having regard to the Commission proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament
and of the Council on prohibiting products made with forced labour on the Union
market (COM)2022)0453),

4+0J C 303, 15.12.2009, p. 12.
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having regard to the report of the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs
and Security Policy entitled’2021 Annual Report on Human Rights and Democracy in
the World’,

having regard to the European Ombudsman strategic initiative of 7 July 2021 on how
the Commission ensures respect for human rights in the context of international trade
agreements,

having regard to its Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought, which in 2021 was
awarded to Alexey Navalny, a leading Russian politician, lawyer and anti-corruption
activist detained in Russia since January 2021,

having regard to its resolution of 3 July 2018 on violation of the rights of indigenous
peoples in the world, including land grabbing>,

having regard to its resolution of 15 January 2019 on EU Guidelines and the mandate of

the EU Special Envoy on the promotion of freedom of religion or belief outside the
EUS,

having regard to its resolution of 23 October 2020 on Gender Equality in EU’s foreign
and security policy’,

having regard to its resolution of 10 March 2021 with recommendations to the
Commission on corporate due diligence and corporate accountability?®,

having regard to its resolution of 19 May 2021 on human rights protection and the EU
external migration policy?®,

having regard to its resolution of 19 May 2021 on the effects of climate change on
human rights and the role of environmental defenders on this matter!?,

having regard to its resolution of 8 July 2021 on the EU Global Human Rights
Sanctions Regime (EU Magnitsky Act)'!,

having regard to its resolution of 16 September 2021 with recommendations to the
Commission on identifying gender-based violence as a new area of crime listed in
Article 83(1) TFEU!?,

having regard to its recommendation of 17 February 2022 to the Council and the
Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy concerning corruption and human rights!3,

507 C 118, 8.4.2020, p. 15.
60J C 411, 27.11.2020, p. 30.
707 C 404, 6.10.2021, p. 202.
80J C 474, 24.11.2021, p. 11.
90J C 15, 12.1.2022, p. 70.
100J C 15,12.1.2022, p. 111.
110J C99,1.3.2022, p. 152.
120JC 117, 11.3.2022, p. 88.
130J C 342, 6.9.2022, p. 295.
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having regard to its resolution of 17 February 2022 on human rights and democracy in
the world and the European Union’s policy on the matter — annual report 20214, and to
its previous resolutions on earlier annual reports,

having regard to its resolution of 7 April 2022 on the EU’s protection of children and
young people fleeing the war in Ukraine'>,

having regard to its resolution of 3 May 2022 on the persecution of minorities on the
grounds of belief or religion'®,

having regard to its resolution of 3 May 2022 toward an EU strategy to promote
education for children in the world: mitigating the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic!”,

having regard to its resolution of 5 May 2022 on the impact of the war against Ukraine
on women!8,

having regard to its resolution of 19 May 2022 on the fight against impunity for war
crimes in Ukraine!?,

having regard to its resolution of 9 June 2022 on the human rights situation in Xinjiang,
including the Xinjiang police files?,

having regard to its resolution of 9 June 2022 on a new trade instrument to ban products
made by forced labour?!,

having regard to its resolutions of 9 June 2022 entitled ‘Global threats to abortion
rights: the possible overturning of abortion rights in the US by the Supreme Court’??
and of 7 July 2022 on the US Supreme Court decision to overturn abortion rights in the
United States and the need to safeguard abortion rights and women’s health in the EU%,

having regard to its resolutions on breaches of human rights, democracy and the rule of
law (known as urgency resolutions), adopted in accordance with Rule 144 of its Rules
of Procedure since 2019, in particular those adopted in 2021 and 2022,

having regard to Rule 54 of its Rules of Procedure,

having regard to the opinion of the Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender
Equality,

having regard to the report of the Committee on Foreign Affairs (A9-0298/2022),

140J C 342, 6.9.2022, p. 191.

150J C 434, 15.11.2022, p. 50.

16.0J C 465, 6.12.2022, p. 33.

170J C 465, 6.12.2022, p. 44.

180J C465,6.12.2022, p. 155.

19 Texts adopted, P9 TA(2022)0218.
20 Texts adopted, P9_TA(2022)0237.
21 Texts adopted, P9 _TA(2022)0245.
22 Texts adopted, P9 _TA(2022)0243.
23 Texts adopted, P9_TA(2022)0302.
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A.  whereas the Union is founded on the values of respect for human dignity, freedom,
democracy, equality, the rule of law and respect for human rights, as set out in Article 2
TEU; whereas the Union's action on the international scene should be guided by the
principles that have inspired its own creation, development and enlargement and that it
seeks to advance in the wider world, as enshrined in Article 21 TEU;

B.  whereas an effective protection and defence of human rights, as well as human dignity,
must be at the core of all of the EU’s external policies including development, trade,
security and defence, migration, neighbourhood and enlargement;

C. whereas consistency between the EU’s internal and external policies is an indispensable
part of a credible and effective EU human rights policy;

D.  whereas the Union strongly believes in and fully supports multilateralism, a rules-based
global order that is predicated on the observance of international law and democratic
processes, and the set of universal values, principles and norms, including those laid out
in the UN Charter, that guide the UN member states and their mutual relations;

E.  whereas gender equality is a core value of the EU; whereas the right to equal treatment
and freedom from discrimination is a fundamental right enshrined in the Treaties and in
the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union) and should be fully
respected; whereas the right to the integrity of the person is paramount under Article 3
of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU; whereas gender mainstreaming and an
intersectional approach should therefore be implemented and integrated as a horizontal
principle in all EU activities and policies;

F.  whereas the rise in authoritarianism, illiberalism, populism and violations of human
rights around the world threatens the global rules-based order and the values and
principles on which the Union is founded; whereas according to the 2021 Democracy
Index, less than half of the world's population (45.7 %) now live in a democracy 'of
some sort' and more than 37 % live under authoritarian rule;

G. whereas terrorism continues to be one of the biggest threats to international peace and
security and is a clear breach of human rights and fundamental freedoms;

H. whereas the COVID-19 pandemic led to human rights setbacks around the world, as a
consequence of the instruments and policies put in place under the guise of slowing the
spread of the virus, and in many cases those instruments and policies have been linked
to the loss of state democratic principles in a number of states;

L whereas environmental emergencies, including those resulting from climate change and
deforestation, give rise to human rights violations and affect not only the people in their
immediate vicinity, but also humanity as a whole; whereas in recent years there has
been an increase in murders, assaults and other forms of violence against people who
defend human rights, the environment and people’s access to their land and natural
resources; whereas climate change and environmental degradation are two urgent and
interlinked challenges underpinning both sustainable development and the enjoyment of
human rights globally;
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whereas the energy crisis, coupled with the production crisis facing Europe, may
increase poverty and vulnerability in Europe, with a potentially detrimental impact on
human rights;

whereas violations of the rights to freedom of thought, conscience and religion,
including the right to believe or not to believe, to espouse theistic, agnostic or atheistic
views, to change or leave one’s religion and to express one’s own faith publicly, give
rise to situations of oppression, conflict and war around the world;

General trends and global challenges to democracy and human rights

1.

Reaffirms the universality and indivisibility of human rights and the inherent dignity of
every human being; stresses, in this regard, its strong commitment to addressing the
challenges facing human rights within the EU and worldwide and reiterates the duty of
the EU and its Member States to strive to be a global leader in the promotion and
protection of human rights, fundamental freedoms and democracy in line with the
founding values of the Union;

Insists that the protection of human rights, fundamental freedoms and the dignity of
every human being must be the cornerstone of the Union’s external policy; strongly
encourages the Union, to that end, to strive for a continued ambitious commitment to
make the protection of human rights a central part of all EU policies in a streamlined

manner and to enhance the consistency between the EU’s internal and external policies
in this field;

Recalls that the 2020-2024 EU action plan on human rights and democracy should be
used as a roadmap of the EU’s priorities concerning human rights and should therefore
be at the centre of all EU external policies; stresses the importance of the Member
States taking ownership of the EU action plan and publicly reporting on their actions
under it; encourages national and regional parliaments, national human rights
institutions and civil society organisations to engage with authorities at Member-State
level on their contributions to the carrying out of the EU's external human rights policy;
calls for Parliament to be involved in the Council’s future review and update of any of
the EU’s Human Rights Guidelines and for more transparency in their implementation
to be ensured;

Expresses deep concerns at the grave threats to human rights and democracy worldwide,
noting that the number of democracies has continued to decline, while the number of
authoritarian regimes has grown and nearly 75 % of the world’s population have
experienced a deterioration in the situation of human rights in their country in the past
year; underlines with concern the serious violations of human rights and international
humanitarian law in an increasing number of places around the world, as well as
widespread impunity for these violations;

Deplores the fact that despite the need to concentrate on responses to the threats posed
by climate change and the recovery from the negative impact of the COVID-19
pandemic through global solidarity, some authoritarian leaders have, in addition to
mismanaging the pandemic and global resources, intensified their repression of political
opposition, dissent, human rights defenders, civil society organisations, including
community-led and belief- and faith-based organisations, and independent media, as
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well as fuelling and expanding existing internal and international conflicts and sparking
new ones with devastating effects on human rights; deplores the several instances in
which authoritarian leaders misused the effects of the pandemic to justify tightening
their repressive policies;

Emphasises the importance of the EU and its Member States consistently acting
together, notably in multilateral forums, to address global challenges to human rights
and democracy, and of maintaining consistency within its internal and external policies;
is of the opinion that maintaining the unanimity rule for certain EU foreign policy
decisions, including sanctions on human rights offenders, stands in the way of necessary
decisive action owing to changing geopolitical circumstances, and should therefore be
reconsidered;

Urges the EU and its Member States to intensify their efforts all over the world to
support democracy and human rights; calls for the EU and its Member States, in this
regard, both individually and in cooperation with like-minded international partners, to
thwart unacceptable attempts to weaken democratic institutions and universal human
rights and diminish the space for and role of civil society; reaffirms the value of
multilateralism as an instrument to achieve this goal; stresses the importance of placing
democracy and human rights concerns at the heart of the EU’s diplomatic relations with
all counterparts, in particular with countries considered to be strategic partners; stresses,
in addition, the importance of placing human rights matters at the heart of EU
parliamentary activity, including by upgrading the Subcommittee on Human Rights to a
stand-alone committee; notes the launch on 26 August 2022 of a pilot project to
establish a European diplomatic academy;

Reiterates that the ambitious commitment and rhetoric of the EU's foreign human rights
policy requires it to lead by example in order to avoid undermining its credibility when
opposing the global democratic decline; calls for the EU institutions and bodies,
including the European External Action Service (EEAS), to ensure that the EU’s and
Member States’ human rights obligations are consistently implemented in the EU’s
common foreign and security policy; encourages them, in this regard, to make use of all
diplomatic tools, both privately and publicly, and both bilaterally and in multilateral
forums, to raise human rights issues with partner countries; reiterates its call for the EU
to take particular care to assess and prevent any violations linked to its own policies,
projects and funding, including by the European Investment Bank and the European
Bank for Reconstruction and Development, in third countries and to create a complaints
mechanism for individuals or groups whose rights may have been violated by EU
activities in these countries;

War of aggression against Ukraine

9.

Condemns in the strongest possible terms Russia’s illegal, unjustified and unprovoked
war of aggression against Ukraine, as well as Belarus’s involvement enabling Russia to
launch deadly attacks against Ukraine from its territory; expresses, in this regard, its
deep grief at the human suffering and condemns the serious violations of human rights
and international humanitarian law committed by the Russian armed forces and their
proxies in Ukraine;
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10. Welcomes the joint efforts of the EU, its Member States and civil society in response to
the war; welcomes, moreover, the solidarity shown by a great number of countries
towards Ukraine, as highlighted by their stance during the sessions and votes of the UN
General Assembly on the illegal war in Ukraine; reiterates the need to increase EU
diplomatic efforts towards the states that abstained from or voted against the resolution
adopted by the UN General Assembly on 2 March 2022 on aggression against Ukraine
and the following resolutions on the matter in order to explain the seriousness of
Russia’s aggression and the need for a unanimous response from the international
community against this flagrant violation of international law; calls for the EU and its
Member States to give the Ukrainian people the support they need to defend their
freedom, democracy, human rights and international law; welcomes the unprecedented
sanctions imposed in the context of the war and calls for them to be implemented in a
coordinated manner; calls, additionally, for the EU and its Member States to support
efforts and reinforce independent Russian civil society organisations with a view to
helping to lay the foundations of a future democracy in Russia;

11.  Strongly condemns and is deeply concerned by the atrocities, war crimes and serious
violations of international humanitarian law, including sexual violence, gender-based
violence and the torture and killing of civilians and prisoners of war, committed by
Russian armed forces and their proxies in Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine;
urges all necessary measures to be taken to make sure that those who committed war
crimes and human rights violations in Ukraine are identified and held accountable as
soon as possible and to provide effective remedies for the damages suffered by
Ukrainian civilians; calls for the EU and its Member States to continue to offer their full
support to the relevant stakeholders, measures and mechanisms in this field, including
Ukrainian prosecutors, investigators and the judiciary, the International Criminal Court
(ICC), the Commission of Inquiry of the UN Human Rights Council and national
investigations under the principle of universal jurisdiction; welcomes in this regard the
fact that the EU has provided support to the ICC’s investigation capabilities to help it
scale up its investigations into war crimes in Ukraine; stresses the importance of swiftly
gathering and preserving evidence of war crimes and crimes against humanity and
welcomes the efforts of civil society to this end; calls on the Commission to provide all
the necessary assistance in this process, including funding from the Neighbourhood,
Development and International Cooperation Instrument (NDICI — Global Europe), and
urges the Member States to engage in this process themselves whenever they are in a
position to do so; welcomes the amended mandate of the EU Advisory Mission Ukraine
and the Commission’s proposal to extend the mandate of Eurojust to support the fight
against impunity in all situations; calls for an informed decision to be made about the
most appropriate solutions to hold to account the individuals and entities responsible for
enabling Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine and the war crimes committed on
Ukrainian territory, which should include activating the prosecution of crimes of
aggression in a specially created international court or under ICC jurisdiction;

12. Calls for the EU and its Member States to continue to use all of the instruments at their
disposal to support the fight to free Ukraine from its occupiers and to bring aid to people
fleeing Ukraine and seeking support in the EU Member States; notes that 8.8 million
Ukrainians have entered the EU since the beginning of Russia’s war of aggression
against Ukraine, out of which 4 million are registered under temporary protection or
similar national protection schemes in Europe; welcomes all the expressions of
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13.

14.

15.

solidarity and assistance shown to the Ukrainian people by EU citizens, including their
involvement in humanitarian aid, and welcomes the triggering of the Temporary
Protection Directive?* in order to provide for immediate protection and rights for
displaced Ukrainians arriving in the EU; underlines the importance of enhanced funding
for the host countries, including a greater focus on access to education, economic
opportunities, housing, healthcare and integration into the host societies; underlines the
need to support, among others, those victims of sexual, gender-based and reproductive
violence;

Denounces the forced relocation and deportation of Ukrainian children, including from
healthcare institutions, to the Russian Federation and the Russian-occupied territories in
Ukraine and their forced adoption by Russian families; calls for the EU and its Member
States to provide support to locate these children and reunite them with their families or
legal guardians;

Underlines that the illegal, unjustified and unprovoked war of aggression against
Ukraine has had a tremendous impact on global food security, given that Ukraine is the
fifth largest grain exporter in the world;

Expresses deep concern regarding the safety of nuclear installations in Ukraine, which
are in constant danger of military shelling; calls for the EU, its Member States and the
international community to establish safety zones around these nuclear installations;

Enhancing EU policies, instruments and diplomacy to protect and advance human rights
and democracy in the world

NDICI — Global Europe and the human rights and democracy thematic programme

16.

Calls for the EU to reflect on how to promote and best apply a human rights—based
approach in all EU instruments and strategies in order to strengthen the EU’s human
rights foreign policy and to adapt to and shape the evolving geopolitical situation;
underlines that NDICI — Global Europe, including its thematic programme on human
rights and democracy, is one of the main tools at the EU’s disposal to improve the
human rights situation around the world and help foster resilient, inclusive and
democratic societies, while counteracting the influence of authoritarian regimes; stresses
that the engagement of local civil society actors is vital to protect human rights and
democracy in their countries and reiterates its call to fully engage them in all of the
EU’s relevant external activities; welcomes in this regard the invaluable assistance
currently being provided to civil society organisations and activists worldwide under the
thematic human rights and democracy programme of NDICI — Global Europe and under
the European Endowment for Democracy; highlights the importance that NDICI —
Global Europe attaches to the promotion of human rights and democracy with strategic
international and local partners, inter alia, through EU election observation missions;
underlines Parliament’s role in the instrument’s programming process and calls on the
Commission and the EEAS to improve the sharing of all relevant information in a
timely manner in order to enable Parliament to fulfil its role as enshrined in the treaties,

24 Council Directive 2001/55/EC of 20 July 2001 on minimum standards for giving temporary protection in the
event of a mass influx of displaced persons and on measures promoting a balance of efforts between Member
States in receiving such persons and bearing the consequences thereof (OJ L 212, 7.8.2001, p. 12).
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in particular during high-level geopolitical dialogues with the Commission; calls on the
Commission and the EEAS to engage in a dialogue with Parliament to ensure
improvement in this regard;

17. Highlights the importance of long-term planning and continuing support for projects
and initiatives under NDICI — Global Europe, particularly when it concerns regions
affected by conflicts, war and natural disasters; calls on the Commission and the EEAS
to integrate democracy support as a cross-cutting priority into all thematic and
geographic NDICI — Global Europe programmes;

18. Reiterates its call for greater transparency regarding human rights-related provisions in
financing agreements under the NDICI — Global Europe and for clarification on the
mechanism and criteria for the suspension of such agreements in the event of a breach
of human rights, democratic principles or the rule of law, as well as in grave cases of
corruption; calls on the Commission to refrain from using budget support to third
countries’ governments as an operational modality for cooperation with countries
witnessing widespread violations of human rights and repression of human rights
defenders;

EU Special Representative for Human Rights

19. Fully supports the work of the EU Special Representative (EUSR) for Human Rights in
defending and advancing human rights in the world through engagement with third
countries and cooperation with like-minded partners, and his important role in
enhancing the effectiveness of the EU’s human rights policies through efforts to
increase their coherence; underlines the need for close cooperation between the EUSR
for Human Rights and other EUSRs on countries and regions in order to further improve
this consistency, and calls for greater visibility for the role of the EUSR for Human
Rights; stresses the importance of the EUSR for Human Rights continuing to cooperate
with international organisations, including the UN and its Special Rapporteurs
appointed by the UN Human Rights Council, and with representatives of or envoys
from other countries responsible for human rights; calls for the EUSR to publically
engage more on individual human rights defenders and to closely cooperate with EU
and country-based civil society organisations and human rights defenders; underlines
the importance of EUSRs on country and regional situations engaging with national
authorities on the protection of human rights and individual cases; encourages the
EUSR for Human Rights to pursue diplomatic efforts to enhance the EU’s support for
international humanitarian law and international justice;

20. Reiterates that the appointment of the EUSR for Human Rights should be subject to a
prior hearing in Parliament; recommends setting up a framework whereby the EUSR for
Human Rights is accountable to Parliament for achieving the goals set out in the
EUSR’s working programme at the beginning of their mandate and must give a report
on a regular basis on the progress towards those goals; stresses that, although Parliament
maintains cooperation with the EEAS, enhanced by Council Decision 2010/427/EU?
and the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy’s 2010 declaration on political accountability, it is

25 Council Decision 2010/427/EU of 26 July 2010 establishing the organisation and functioning of the European
External Action Service (OJ L 201, 3.8.2010, p. 30).
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21.

necessary to further strengthen the framework for interinstitutional relations between
Parliament and the EEAS, including its delegations, on human rights issues; emphasises
that the EEAS needs to involve Parliament in the development of guidance notes for the
implementation of EU human rights instruments, such as the EU Human Rights
Guidelines and EU mechanisms on due diligence and the fight against corruption,
among others, in third countries;

Highlights the importance of addressing the challenges that arise in coordinating
between the EU institutions as regards the management of EU external relations in
relation to human rights; welcomes the increased coordination among the EU
delegations and the EEAS headquarters and the Directorate-General for International
Partnerships in relation to urgent individual cases pertaining to human rights defenders;

EU Special Envoy for the promotion of freedom of religion or belief outside the EU

22.

23.

Notes with regret that the post of the EU Special Envoy for the promotion of freedom of
religion or belief outside the EU has remained vacant for more than a year; reiterates its
call for the Council and the Commission to carry out a prompt, transparent and
comprehensive assessment of the effectiveness and added value of the mandate of the
Special Envoy, including in terms of its institutional position, in order to provide the
Special Envoy with adequate human and financial resources, and to adequately support
the Special Envoy’s institutional mandate, capacity and duties; calls for the new Special
Envoy to be appointed as soon as possible on the basis of the assessment; reiterates its
call for the Commission to guarantee transparency in the nomination, mandate,

activities and reporting obligations of the Special Envoy; recalls that the Special
Envoy’s duties should focus on promoting and protecting freedom of thought,
conscience, religion and belief, and the rights to non-belief, apostasy and the espousal of
atheistic views; emphasises that the Special Envoy should also pay particular attention
to forced conversion, misuse of blasphemy laws and the situation of non-believers at
risk;

Recommends that the Special Envoy work closely and in a complementary manner with
EUSR for Human Rights and the Council Working Group on Human Rights; calls, in
addition, for the Special Envoy to have regular consultations with Parliament and to
cooperate with Member States’ commissioners, envoys and ambassadors responsible for
the promotion of freedom of religion or belief in order to coordinate actions;

EU human rights dialogues and other bilateral contacts with third countries

24.

Underlines that human rights dialogues with third countries represent an opportunity to
focus on human rights challenges and calls for them to be carried out in a result-oriented
manner, regularly reviewed and harnessed to their full potential; reiterates its call for
human rights dialogues to be based from the outset on a clear set of benchmarks that
will enable the effectiveness of the dialogues to be monitored; calls for the EEAS to
systematically carry out and communicate on evaluations of the outcomes of the
dialogues and to follow up on them accordingly; stresses that in order to be effective,
the dialogues must not be used as a stand-alone tool, but should instead be integrated
within the EU’s comprehensive set of activities, including those relating to EU trade
policy, with the third countries concerned, which would streamline the human rights
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dimension and reinforce the messages conveyed in the dialogues; draws attention to the
importance of raising individual cases, in particular those highlighted by Parliament in
its resolutions and the Sakharov Prize laureates and finalists at risk, in the context of
human rights dialogues and of ensuring adequate follow-up and reporting to Parliament
on action taken on these cases;

25. Emphasises the importance of a systematic, genuine, accessible and inclusive
consultation with all civil society organisations and stakeholders throughout the entire
human rights dialogue process;

26. Welcomes the resumption of human rights dialogues with third countries stemming
from a more favourable context for engagement; is of the opinion that, where no
tangible progress is reported following a series of human rights dialogues, as has
occurred in a number of instances, the EU should adjust its aims, including as regards
the wider conduct of bilateral relations;

EU Delegations

27. Considers it of utmost importance to take every possible action to raise awareness on
the EU’s Human Rights Guidelines in EU delegations and urges all delegations to
ensure the proper implementation of these Guidelines; reiterates, in this regard, its call
for the EU delegations and their human rights ‘focal points’ in third countries to do
more involved work by providing regular support to human rights defenders, including
Sakharov Prize laureates and finalists at risk, and by thoroughly addressing topics and
individual cases raised in Parliament’s resolutions on breaches of human rights,
democracy and the rule of law; calls for the officials in the EU delegations to raise cases
of oppression and persecution of human rights defenders, democratic opposition and
civil society activists to state authorities, and if the affected individuals are in detention,
to monitor their situations, visit them in prison, attend their trial procedures and raise
their cases in the human rights dialogues that the EU conducts with the countries
concerned;

28. Draws attention to the instances in which EU Member States' missions and EU
delegations have taken different approaches on human rights protection and promotion
in third countries, although EU Member States share a common commitment on this
matter; underlines that EU Member States” embassies, like EU delegations, should play
an increasing role in promoting and protecting human rights, as well as supporting civil
society in third countries; calls for EU delegations to establish human rights working
groups bringing together the relevant services of Member States’ embassies and EU
delegations, and to cooperate closely with representatives from international and
regional civil society organisations in third countries concerned;

EU Global Human Rights Sanctions Regime (GHRSR — EU Magnitsky Act)

29. Welcomes the fact that the EU Global Human Rights Sanctions Regime has been
increasingly used as an essential tool that strengthens the EU’s role as a global human
rights actor through the use of targeted sanctions by the Council; calls for the restrictive
measures that have already been adopted to be implemented effectively, in full and in a
coordinated manner, and for the adoption of additional measures if necessary; calls for
the EU to make more dynamic use of this tool as an integral component of its foreign
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human rights policy; calls for the rigorous, consistent and uniform application of
restrictive measures and their monitoring in all Member States, as a condition for the
credibility and effectiveness of the EU’s external action; calls for the EU to work with
like-minded partners to encourage more countries to adopt sanction regimes and to
coordinate the adoption of targeted restrictive measures jointly in order to maximise
their effectiveness at a global level; welcomes the President of the Commission’s
commitment in her 2022 State of the Union Address to present measures to update the
EU legislative framework for fighting corruption and to include corruption in the EU
GHRSR, which is in line with Parliament’s position, in order to effectively target the
economic and financial enablers of human rights abusers; reiterates its call for the
introduction of qualified majority voting for the Council’s decisions and the
implementation of sanctions under the EU GHRSR; reiterates its call on the
Commission and the Council to strive to incorporate Parliament’s recommendations for
future targeted sanctions, as stipulated in its resolutions and elsewhere;

30. Welcomes the listings made in 2021 under the EU GHRSR; calls on the Council, the
Member States and the EEAS to develop a strategy to improve the interplay between the
EU GHRSR and geographical sanction regimes, in particular through making better use
of the EU GHRSR to tackle violations that cannot directly be linked to a state, for
example in cases in which mercenaries commit human rights violations in territories
outside of government control or in cross-border cases, such as human trafficking;

31. Expresses deep concern about and condemns some countries’ deliberate policies of
arresting, arbitrarily detaining and prosecuting foreigners, including EU citizens, on
trumped-up charges for propaganda purposes, to use prisoners as an instrument of
international negotiation and exchange or as a means of exerting political pressure;
stresses that putting such a policy into action constitutes an act of hostage-taking within
the meaning of the International Convention Against the Taking of Hostages; calls on
the Commission, the EEAS and the Member States to take measures to prevent such
acts and to warn EU citizens, especially dual nationals, about the risk of being arrested
when visiting certain countries; calls on the Council to consider applying restrictive
measures under the EU GHRSR to persons or entities responsible for the arbitrary arrest
or detention of EU citizens as ‘state hostages’;

Corruption and human rights

32. Stresses that corruption seriously weakens democratic governance, hinders the
enjoyment of human rights worldwide, facilitates and perpetuates violations of human
rights and the rule of law and disproportionately affects the most vulnerable and
marginalised individuals and groups in society; calls for the fight against corruption to
be a part of all of the EU’s efforts and policies to promote human rights and democracy,
by formulating a dedicated global anti-corruption strategy, including programmes under
the EU’s external financial instruments and enhancing Parliament’s role of scrutiny;
underlines the utmost importance of the EU and its Member States leading by example
by fighting corruption linked to EU-based actors, by applying the highest transparency
standards to their external funding and by stepping up their support for civil society
organisations, activists and investigative journalists engaged in the fight against
corruption;

RR\1269286EN.docx 17/71 PE735.497v02-00

EN



EN

33.

Calls for the EU to work towards proposing the creation of a set of anti-corruption
standards that would be uniformly applicable worldwide, to promote the establishment
of effective anti-corruption bodies and the adoption of robust regulatory frameworks
and to address secrecy jurisdictions and tax havens; encourages the promotion of
cooperation among the EU, its Member States, third countries and international
organisations, particularly at judicial, law-enforcement and intelligence levels, with a
view to exchanging best practices and effective tools in action to tackle and prevent
corruption; calls for the creation of an international anti-corruption court under the
supervision of the UN to be worked towards;

Human rights clauses in international agreements

34.

35.

36.

Reiterates its call to include robust clauses on human rights in agreements between the
EU and third countries, supported by a clear set of benchmarks and procedures to be
followed in the event of violations; calls on the Commission and the EEAS to actively
reflect on how to ensure that the human rights clauses in existing international
agreements are monitored and effectively enforced; stresses that the EU should react
swiftly and decisively to persistent breaches of human rights clauses by third countries,
including by suspending the relevant agreements if other options prove ineffective;
highlights that the review of the EU Generalised Scheme of Preferences (GSP), the
ongoing legislative process for a new regulation on the GSP and the review of GSP
beneficiary countries’ implementations of international conventions related to human
rights, including labour rights, offer an opportunity to strengthen the commitment to
upholding respect for human rights in third countries concerned;

Calls on the Commission, when negotiating free trade agreements (FTAs) with third
countries, to require them to ratify the main international conventions relating to human
rights, labour rights and the environment, including the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights; stresses that ratification of these conventions by third countries should ideally
occur before concluding FTA negotiations, so that compliance with these conventions is
elevated to an essential aspect of FTAs and that dedicated clauses are agreed upon;
further calls for the substantive clauses of the FTAs to recognise that States Parties must
respect and protect human rights as stated in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, customary law and the international conventions to which they are party;

Stresses the importance and calls for the substantial enhancement of the quality of ex-
ante and ex-post sustainability impacts assessments (SIAs); stresses that the objective of
SIAs should be to ensure that the agreement being negotiated, in its detailed, worded
clauses, provides sufficient tools to avoid negative impacts on human rights;
recommends that civil society organisations be part of the steering of SIAs, that
assessments be conducted by human and labour rights experts and that input from civil
society organisations be taken into account;

Democracy support activities

37. Highlights that 2022 marks the 10th anniversary of Parliament’s decision to exert
political leadership in committing to a major advancement in its democracy support
activities, which it has implemented through a comprehensive democracy support
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38.

approach since 2014; welcomes, in particular, its support for capacity-building for
partner parliaments, mediation and fostering a culture of dialogue, and compromise,
including among young political leaders, as well as for empowering women
parliamentarians, human rights defenders and representatives from civil society
organisations and the free media; calls on the Commission to continue to pursue and
step up its activities in these areas and to bolster funding and assistance for EU bodies
and agencies, as well as other grant-based organisations, while respecting the principle
of non-discrimination; underlines that in the current context of heightened global
tensions and repression in an increasing number of countries, direct support for civil
society organisations, human rights defenders and people who express critical and
dissenting opinions is of the utmost importance;

Stresses the importance of EU election observation missions and Parliament’s
contribution to developing and enhancing their methodology; calls on the Commission,
in this regard, to consider updating the election observation methodology to reflect the
developments of the last two decades; urges third countries to put into practice the
recommendations made by the EU's election observation missions with a view to
improving the organisation of and environment for future electoral processes and thus
boosting their transparency and legality so as to improve the democratic standards of the
states concerned; stresses the importance of stepping up EU support to local electoral
observers, notably in terms of protection; reiterates its call for the EU to closely
collaborate with domestic and international organisations, such as the OSCE Office for
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights, the Council of Europe and the other
organisations that have endorsed the Declaration of Principles for International Election
Observation,;

Multilateralism and EU work at a multilateral level

39.

Reaffirms that the effective protection of human rights around the world requires strong
international cooperation at a multilateral level; underlines the particularly important
role of the UN and its bodies as the main forum which must be able to effectively
advance the efforts for peace and security, sustainable development and respect for
human rights and international law; calls for the EU and its Member States to continue
supporting the work of the UN, both politically and financially, including all UN human
rights bodies, notably the treaty bodies and special procedures; calls on the UN
Secretary-General, to this end, to provide appropriate resources from the UN budget and
urges the Member States to increase their voluntary contributions; underlines the need
for the EU and its Member States to strive to speak with one voice both at the UN and
in other multilateral forums, and to promote the highest standards on human rights in
this way; recalls the obligations of all UN member states to promote and protect all
human rights and fundamental freedoms, as enshrined in the Founding Charter of the
United Nations and UN General Assembly Resolution 60/251; deplores the fact that two
permanent members of the UN Security Council are responsible for gross human rights
violations amounting to war crimes and even genocide; calls on the UN member states
to refrain from taking backwards steps that weaken the protection of human rights;
stresses the responsibility of the UN Human Rights Council to address all the grave
violations of human rights around the world; deplores the fact that a number of
members of the UN Human Rights Council have displayed blatant disregard for their
human rights obligations, have proven track records of grave human rights violations
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and have failed to cooperate with UN human rights mechanisms; calls in this regard for
a fundamental reform of the criteria for members of the UN Human Rights Council;
calls on the EEAS to initiate and spearhead an effort towards a coordinated position of
the EU and the Member States on UN Human Rights Council membership, which
would promote greater transparency in the election process, notably by making EU
Member States’ votes public and providing the rationale for that vote, foster a genuinely
competitive process by ensuring that the three regional blocks of which the EU Member
States are members present more candidates than seats, and provide accountability for
candidates by scrutinising their voluntary pledges and track records of cooperating with
the UN Human Rights Council, UN treaty bodies and special procedures;

40. Strongly condemns all attacks against UN special procedure mandate holders and
against the independence of their mandates; calls on the Member States and the EU’s
democratic partners to decisively counter these attempts and to enact all possible
measures to help provide safe and open spaces for individuals and civil society
organisations to interact with the UN, its representatives and its mechanisms; highlights
the work of UN commissions of inquiry and fact-finding missions, which are
increasingly being used to respond to situations involving serious violations of
international humanitarian law and international human rights law and to combat
impunity;

41. Calls for the EU and the Member States to support the strengthening of regional human
rights systems, including through financial assistance and cross-regional experience
sharing; highlights, in particular, the critical role of monitoring bodies and judicial
mechanisms established under these regional systems and their complementarity with
the UN human rights system;

42. Calls for the EU and the Member States to lead efforts in multilateral forums to promote
the adoption of a universally recognised definition of terrorism, bearing in mind the
objective of combating this scourge; calls for them further to lead efforts, in the context
of the Eighth UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy Review in 2023, to insert strong
language recognising the negative impact that the misuse of counter-terrorism laws and
policies has had on civic space and urging all states to take the necessary steps to reform
or repeal their counter-terrorist legislation to ensure it does not negatively impact civil
society and human rights defenders; calls for the EU and the Member States to lead
efforts within UN forums to establish a constructive dialogue with civil society
organisations and human rights defenders, and to ensure they are meaningfully involved
at all stages of the development and implementation of counter-terrorist policies;

43. Is deeply concerned by growing attacks against the rules-based global order by
authoritarian regimes, including through challenging the universality of human rights,
relativising them, claiming them to be an instrument of cultural hegemony deployed by
Western countries, eroding international human rights law by reinterpreting it, and
undermining the functioning of UN bodies and mechanisms to hold states accountable
for human rights violations; stresses that the EU must uphold the defence of the
universality of human rights as a main priority, and to this end, lead a pact and work in
alliance with other democracies and like-minded partners to strengthen multilateral
organisations and to defend the rules-based global order against rising authoritarian
powers; underlines that the diminished effectiveness of UN bodies brings with it real
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44,

costs in terms of conflicts, lives lost and human suffering, and seriously weakens the
general ability of countries to deal with global challenges; calls on the EU Member
States and like-minded partners to intensify their efforts to reverse this trend;

Underlines the need to carry out an impartial, fair and transparent review of the
applications for consultative status on the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)
by non-governmental organisations (NGOs); calls for steps to be taken to establish an
own seat for the Union in every multilateral forum, including the UN Security Council,
in addition to the already existing, permanent seat of one of the Member States on the
Security Council, which would strengthen the EU’s ability to act, as well as its
consistency and credibility in the world; calls for the EU and its Member States to
participate in the general debate of the UN General Assembly and urge the ECOSOC
members to continue to address the unjustified obstacles that NGOs face to obtain their
ECOSOC accreditation, in particular those whose applications have been pending for a
very long time;

Upholding international humanitarian law

45.

46.

Notes with concern the increasing disregard for international humanitarian law and
international human rights law, particularly in the ongoing conflicts around the world;
underlines the utmost importance for humanitarian aid agencies and charitable
organisations to be able to provide full, timely and unhindered assistance to all
vulnerable populations and calls on all parties to armed conflicts to protect civilian
populations and humanitarian, medical, media and educational workers; calls for the
systematic creation of humanitarian corridors in regions at war and in combat situations
in order to allow civilians at risk to escape the conflict, and strongly condemns any
attacks on them,;

Recalls that international humanitarian law should guide EU policies in relation to
situations of occupation or annexation of territory and underlines the importance of
ensuring their consistency regarding those situations; highlights the responsibility of
EU-based companies to apply the most stringent due diligence policies towards any
economic or financial activities in or with the territories concerned, and to ensure strict
compliance with international law and EU sanctions policy when applicable;

Combating impunity and strengthening international criminal justice

47.

Stresses the link between human rights violations and widespread impunity and the lack
of accountability in regions and countries affected by conflicts; strongly welcomes the
continuous contribution of the ICC to the fight against impunity; calls for the EU and its
Member States to provide the ICC with sufficient support to enable it to carry out its
work; reiterates its condemnation of continuous efforts to undermine the legitimacy and
work of the ICC; calls for the EU and its Member States to continue their efforts to
counter them and respond to threats and sanctions against human rights defenders and
witnesses cooperating with the ICC; stresses the vital role of the ICC in carrying out
investigations into war crimes and crimes against humanity; calls for the EU and its
Member States to continue cooperating with the ICC on combating and preventing such
crimes; welcomes the continued support of the EU and its Member States for the ICC
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48.

49.

50.

and calls on the EU Member States to match this commitment to the sustainable funding
needed to deliver justice in all situations that come before the ICC;

Calls for the EU to support the Prosecutor of the ICC in investigating and prosecuting
suspected perpetrators of war crimes, crimes against humanity and, possibly, genocide
by providing political support, gathering and making available any evidence in its
possession, including open-source intelligence, information and data, satellite imagery
and intercepted communications, and providing adequate human and financial resources
to the general budget of the ICC in order to fully protect its independence and
impartiality;

Calls for the EU and its Member States to encourage partner countries to ratify the
Treaty of Rome and thus expand the ICC’s jurisdiction; calls for the EU to act in line
with Council Decision 2011/168/CFSP on the International Criminal Court?®, while
maintaining a strong position on the crime of aggression as called for by Parliament's
resolution of 17 July 2014 on the crime of aggression®’;

Reiterates its call on the Commission to develop a comprehensive EU action plan on
fighting impunity, which should include, among others, chapters on the important role
of civil society organisations in the struggle against impunity and their protection in all
situations that require it, and on measures to fight impunity for gender-based sexual
violence, including violations of sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) in
conflict settings; calls for the EU and its international partners to make full use of all
relevant instruments to fight impunity, including support for universal jurisdiction at
national level, special tribunals at a national and international level including for the
crime of aggression, as well as establishing flexible cooperation and funding
mechanisms to swiftly collect and analyse evidence of crimes; calls on the Commission
to ensure that these instruments are applied in a coordinated and complementary manner
with other relevant EU and Member State instruments; calls on the Commission to
develop a programme to build the capacity of both Member States and third countries to
apply the principle of universal jurisdiction in their domestic legal systems;

Making progress towards the universal abolition of the death penalty and the prevention of
torture and other forms of ill-treatment

51.

Reiterates its principled opposition to the death penalty, which is a cruel, inhuman and
degrading punishment and is irreversible; stresses that the EU must be relentless in its
pursuit of the universal abolition of the death penalty as a major objective of its human
rights foreign policy; calls for the EU and its Member States to defend abolition in all
international forums and advocate for the widest possible support for this position;
encourages the continuing efforts of the UN bodies on the universal abolition of the
death penalty, in line with the resolutions of the UN General Assembly; condemns in
strong terms the enforcement of blasphemy laws that carry the possibility of the death
penalty if convicted across the globe; reiterates that the freedom to choose one’s
religion, including whether to believe or not to believe at all, remains a fundamental
human right that cannot be punished by death or any degrading treatment; calls on all

26 Council Decision 2011/168/CFSP of 21 March 2011 on the International Criminal Court and repealing
Common Position 2003/444/CFSP (OJ L 76, 22.3.2011, p. 56).
270J C 224,21.6.2016, p. 31.
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52.

countries that have not yet done so to abolish the death penalty or establish an
immediate moratorium as a first step towards its abolition; calls, additionally, on the
countries concerned to reduce the list of crimes or offences punishable by death; calls
for transparency around death sentences and executions in countries that do not disclose
these statistics;

Condemns any incidents of torture, inhuman or degrading treatment, enforced
disappearances, arbitrary detentions and unlawful killings and deplores the fact that they
continue to be common in many countries; notes with great concern the trend of
increasing instances of torture worldwide and widespread impunity for its perpetrators;
recognises the important role that civil society organisations and human rights defenders
play in the fight against torture and other forms of ill-treatment;

Responding to global human rights and democracy challenges

Response to and recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic

53.

54.

55.

Is deeply concerned about the long-term negative consequences of the COVID-19
pandemic on both the general state of democracy and human rights worldwide;
highlights the disproportionate adverse impact on groups in the most vulnerable
situations, including women, children, persons with disabilities, persons living with
certain chronic diseases, the elderly, lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans, non-binary, intersex
and queer (LGBTIQ) persons, impoverished people, persons belonging to ethnic, belief
and religious minorities, refugees and migrants, and persons in prison or detention; is
further concerned about delays and barriers in access to health services and the
consequent increase in unintended pregnancies, sexual and gender-based violence,
unsafe abortions, and maternal and neonatal deaths; notes with regret the use of
COVID-19 prevention measures as a pretext to deny visits from family members or
lawyers to detention facilities and to violate the rights of detainees; praises the role that
human rights defenders and journalists have played, sometimes even risking their lives,
in reporting or attempting to prevent human rights violations during the pandemic;

Reiterates that enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health and universal
access to healthcare are among the fundamental rights of every human being without
distinction; calls for the EU and its Member States to support the defence of these
rights, especially in countries and regions where health services are scarcest and urges
countries to make progress in facilitating access to health services; asserts that the EU
should continue to fund the development and global supply of COVID-19 vaccines,
provide education about the benefits of vaccination and increase the availability,
accessibility and affordability of vaccination in order to avoid vaccine-preventable
diseases;

Reiterates that personal liberty, freedom of assembly, freedom of thought, conscience,
religion and belief and freedom of expression are cornerstones of democracy; is deeply
concerned by the growing use of mass surveillance technologies, in particular by
authoritarian regimes, to curtail these freedoms, which increased further under the guise
of COVID-19 prevention measures; calls for a strict and effective ban on sales of mass
surveillance technologies; calls for a greater response to the mass infiltration of
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disinformation and conspiracy theories within the digital sphere, perpetuated largely but
not exclusively by authoritarian regimes, as well as non-state actors;

Women's rights, women’s empowerment and gender equality

56. Condemns the fact that no country in the world has achieved gender equality yet;
underlines the persistence of widespread gender-based violence and intersecting
discrimination in every region of the world; underlines that women and girls continue to
be the main victims in violent crises and that sexual, gender-based and reproductive
violence has continued in many places around the world, and is notably used in armed
conflicts as a weapon of war; stresses that women human rights defenders, activists,
journalists and lawyers have been particularly targeted, and that they face rapidly
increasing online harassment and intimidation and ongoing threats and attacks;

57. Highlights with deep concern the increase in gender-based and domestic violence and
deplores setbacks to SRHR in both developing and developed countries; reiterates its
call for the EU and its Member States to fully support the right of women to bodily
integrity, dignity and autonomous decision-making and to effectively fight gender-based
and domestic violence; draws attention to the fact that, despite the efforts of the EU,
women are still a minority in leadership positions, they earn less than men for the same
responsibilities and positions and their abilities and skills are underestimated or
undermined because of their gender;

58. Calls for the EU and its international partners to strengthen their efforts to ensure full
enjoyment of human rights by women, girls and vulnerable groups, and to ensure equal
opportunities for all; calls for the worldwide eradication of laws and practices
preventing women from exercising their rights, notably the rights to education, work
and participation in political and public decision-making; deplores situations in which
women and female-headed households, particularly in humanitarian crisis areas, are
denied access to humanitarian aid and essential services because national and local
authorities insist that these services be provided by female workers, while at the same
time limiting women's access to employment; calls on states that have not yet done so to
ratify and implement the Istanbul Convention;

59. Condemns in strong terms any use of early and forced marriage, house arrest, rape and
other degrading treatment against women; calls on the Commission and the EUSR for
Human Rights to address the issue of early and forced marriage;

60. Reminds states of their obligation to guarantee access to comprehensive SRHR services,
including modern contraceptive methods, safe and legal abortion, maternal, prenatal and
postnatal healthcare, assisted reproduction and access to education and information on
SRHR, including comprehensive sexuality education, without any form of
discrimination; calls for legal rights and protections to be further strengthened and for
the removal of barriers to access SRHR globally; reiterates its call to include the right to
safe and legal abortion in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU; welcomes the
publication of the updated World Health Organization guidelines providing key
recommendations to health systems for providing abortion care; calls for the EU and its
Member States to fully support and promote SRHR, including access to abortion, in
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61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

multilateral and bilateral relations in accordance with international human rights law
and standards;

Calls for more concerted efforts to eliminate the use of sexual violence as a weapon of
war and to fight impunity for the perpetrators of such violence; calls on the Commission
to pursue efforts to fully eradicate the practice of female genital mutilation worldwide;
calls for a stronger EU commitment to and support for protecting the rights of women in
third countries throughout its efforts in conflict prevention and resolution, as well as in
peacekeeping, humanitarian aid and post-conflict reconstruction operations, transitional
justice and the promotion of human rights and democratic reforms, with a particular
focus on the rights of women who suffer hostility, discrimination or stigmatisation, who
are pregnant or have newly born children, or who are unemployed or in poverty;

Reiterates the need for robust action to ensure full implementation of GAP III; calls for
the EU, as set out in GAP 111, to strongly address intersectionality by developing a
policy to fight the multiple forms of discrimination faced by the millions of women and
girls who are victims of caste-based, civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights
violations, including sexual abuse and violence, displacement, forced and/or bonded
labour, prostitution and trafficking;

Reiterates its condemnation of the commercial practice of surrogacy, a global
phenomenon that exposes women worldwide to exploitation and human trafficking,
while targeting financially and socially vulnerable women in particular; highlights its
severe impact on women, women’s rights, women’s health and gender equality, and
underlines its cross-border implications; calls for a European legal framework to
address the negative consequences of commercial surrogacy;

Condemns sex-selective abortion, as well as the discrimination resulting from this
practice, which women and girls face in particular;

Condemns legislation, policies and practices that enable child selection on the grounds
of sex, race, disability or any other ground;

Rights of the child

66.

Calls for a systematic and consistent approach to promoting and defending children’s
rights throughout the EU’s external policies; calls for more concerted efforts to protect
children’s rights in crisis or emergency situations and welcomes the Council
conclusions on this subject; expresses concern that the growing number of such crisis
situations around the world, coupled with the long-lasting effects of the COVID-19
pandemic, has led to increasing violations of child rights around the world, including
violence, early and forced marriage, sexual abuse including genital mutilation,
trafficking, forced separation of children from their parents and vice versa in the cases
of modern slavery, child labour, child forced labour, recruitment as child soldiers, a lack
of access to education and healthcare, malnutrition and extreme poverty; stresses the
disproportionate and long-term effects of food insecurity on children, which directly
affects not only their health and development but also their education, as well as
increasing the outrageous practice of child marriage; highlights the still large number of
children around the world forced to work under usually hazardous conditions in hard-to-
reach places such as mine shafts, in the extraction of raw materials, including rare
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minerals, in industry and in agriculture; stresses that 2021 was the International Year for
the Elimination of Child Labour and recalls the EU’s zero tolerance policy on this
practice; calls on the remaining countries which that not ratified the UN Convention on
the Rights of the Child to do so as a matter of urgency;

67. Deplores the continuous targeting of children as a tool of war; reiterates that because of
their vulnerability, minors are often the first to suffer violence in war-ridden territories,
especially with regard to ethnic reprisals by warring tribes, groups and ethnicities;
condemns the forced recruitment of underage children in areas of war, as well as their
instrumentalisation and the targeting of sexual violence towards them; stresses the need
to create paths for reintegration and reparations for children that have had their rights
violated and that the UN agenda on children and armed conflict must be mainstreamed
into all of the EU’s external actions; calls on the Member States concerned to ensure the
protection of children who are nationals of these Member States and who are
imprisoned or detained in third countries; calls on the Commission to step up its efforts
to combat impunity for war crimes against children, to strengthen its cooperation with
child-focused humanitarian organisations and NGOs and to safeguard the rights of
children when cooperating and partnering with third countries;

68. Stresses that the right to education has suffered particular setbacks, with unparalleled
disruptions to education due to COVID-19 but also to religious extremism and gender
discrimination against girls; expresses concern regarding the expulsion of pregnant
teenagers from schools; recalls that every child has the right to comprehensive sexuality
education that is non-discriminatory, evidence-based, scientifically accurate and age-
appropriate and that tackles harmful gender norms; calls for the EU to step up its work
to provide access to education, including innovative ways to circumvent the obstacles
imposed by national authorities; calls on the Commission and the EEAS to step up their
support for third countries to help them adapt to the challenges they have faced during
the COVID-19 pandemic in the field of education; stresses that support could take the
form of an increased funding allocation through NDICI — Global Europe, but could also
include providing capacity-building and best practices based on the lessons learned
through the EU delegations worldwide; highlights that the changing international
environment may require a financial solution enabling a multi-donor response to cover
the growing funding gap to achieve UN Sustainable Development Goal 4, which aims to
ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning
opportunities for all;

69. Calls on the Commission and the EEAS to maintain robust funding for education
through all EU external financing instruments, in line with the 10 % benchmark on
education in the NDICI — Global Europe; calls on the Commission and the EEAS to
also support the governments of third countries in building and further developing
stronger gender-responsive and inclusive education systems; recalls that women’s
access to education has been established as a fundamental right by the UN; believes that
increasing girls’ access to education and supporting women’s participation in education
and careers in science, technology, engineering and mathematics as a matter of priority
should be a central policy target for the EU; insists, in this regard, on the need for girls
to be able to complete their education and have access to age-appropriate information
and services, free from discrimination and gender bias and with equal opportunities to
fulfil their potential; stresses the urgent need to address gender-related barriers to
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education, such as laws, policies and harmful socio-cultural norms that prevent girls
from continuing education in the event of pregnancy, marriage or motherhood;
encourages tackling gender stereotypes and harmful socio-cultural norms through
education, and preventing violence through gender-sensitive education;

Rights of elderly people

70.

Calls for the EU and its Member States to develop new avenues to strengthen the rights
of elderly people; underlines the challenges to the full enjoyment of all human rights by
the elderly, including age-based discrimination, poverty, violence, a lack of social
protection, healthcare and other essential services as well as barriers to employment;
underlines the work of the UN Open-ended Working Group on Ageing on a legally
binding instrument to strengthen the protection of the human rights of older people and
calls for the EU and its Member States to consider providing active support to that
work;

Rights of persons with disabilities

71.

72.

Welcomes the adoption of the 2021-2030 EU strategy for the rights of persons with
disabilities as a tool to improve the situation of persons with disabilities and their rights
worldwide, particularly poverty and discrimination, but also problems with access to
education, healthcare and employment and participation in political life; calls for a
systematic internal and external implementation of this strategy; underlines that the duty
of caring for persons with disabilities is commonly borne by their families, in particular
by women, and calls for the EU to assist third countries in the development of policies
in support of carers for persons with disabilities;

Calls on the Commission and the Member States to increase their efforts to promote
equal rights for persons with disabilities through EU external action; underlines the need
for a structured dialogue with organisations of persons with disabilities, in partner
countries to ensure their meaningful participation and successful involvement in
planning, implementation and monitoring of EU external financing instruments;
emphasises the need to urge candidate and potential candidate countries to implement
reforms to improve the situation of persons with disabilities and calls on the
Commission to assist them in developing a structured process for consulting persons
with disabilities and their representative organisations; calls for EU delegations to be
provided with investment, training, and capacity-building in order to implement the
provisions of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on
humanitarian action and international cooperation;

Intolerance, xenophobia and discrimination

73.

Underlines its opposition to and condemnation of intolerance, xenophobia and
discrimination on the basis of race, ethnicity, nationality, social class, disability, caste,
religion, belief, age, sex, sexual orientation or gender identity, which in many of the
world’s regions leads to killings and persecution, especially in conflict situations;
stresses that racism, discrimination, xenophobia, religious persecution and related
intolerance continue to be a major problem worldwide, leading to rights violations in all
spheres of life, including access to education, healthcare, work and access to justice, and
that these issues have been further exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic; calls for
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the EU and its Member States to lead the global fight against antisemitism and
welcomes the adoption of the EU strategy to this end; calls on the Commission, the
EEAS and EU delegations to develop, in collaboration with the Member States and with
input from Parliament, specific local strategies to help fight caste-based discrimination
in the countries most affected by it, in dialogue with local representatives and civil
society organisations, and to invite them to consultations resulting from EU agreements
or instruments, including human rights dialogues;

74. Recommends that Parliament address caste-based discrimination in all its relevant
committees (the Committees on Foreign Affairs, Development and International Trade
and the Subcommittee on Human Rights) and delegations, appoint a focal point person
on caste-based discrimination and, when visiting countries affected by the issue, consult
with Dalit organisations, raise caste-based discrimination with Parliament's counterparts
and with the authorities and hold a hearing to review EU actions and progress as part of
the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination;

National, ethnic and linguistic minorities

75. Deplores that many countries, despite their commitments to protect minorities, are
pursuing policies of forced assimilation of national, ethnic and linguistic minorities by
disregarding their rights; emphasises that minorities should not become a target or
instrument of any military tension or conflict; recalls the obligations of states based on
international treaties and agreements to protect the rights of these minorities within their
respective territories; calls on the governments of the EU’s partner countries to respect
the rights of national, ethnic and linguistic minorities, including their cultures,
languages, religions, traditions and histories in order to preserve diversity and linguistic
and cultural identity; calls for the EU and its Member States to provide active support
for these partner countries to this end; calls on the Commission to support the protection
of the human rights and fundamental freedoms of persons belonging to minorities
worldwide, including within the human rights and democracy thematic programmes of
NDICI — Global Europe;

LGBTIQ rights

76. Strongly condemns the human rights violations, including discrimination,
stigmatisation, arbitrary detention, torture, persecution and killings, that LGBTIQ
persons around the world continue to face; believes that practices and acts of violence
against individuals on the basis of their real or perceived sexual orientation, gender
identity, gender expression or sex characteristics should not go unpunished and must be
eradicated; stresses that LGBTIQ persons and their defenders around the world continue
to face human rights violations, including discrimination, stigmatisation, persecution,
violence and killings; calls for the EU to step up its efforts to ensure that LGBTIQ
persons can fully enjoy their human rights both internally and externally, and to play a
leading role in defending their protection in its external policies; calls for the full
implementation of the 2020-2025 LGBTIQ equality strategy as the EU’s tool for
improving the situation of LGBTIQ people around the world; calls for the EU
institutions to lead by example by proactively defending the rights of LGBTIQ persons
across the globe and by thoroughly and consistently applying the EU guidelines
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throughout EU foreign policy to promote and protect LGBTIQ persons’ enjoyment of
all human rights;

Freedom of expression, media freedom and the right to information

77.

78.

79.

80.

Underlines the utmost importance of freedom of expression — both online and offline —
and access to reliable information for democracy and flourishing civic space; expresses
deep concern about the growing limitations on and violations of the rights to privacy,
freedom of expression, freedom of information and freedom of association and
assembly imposed by state and non-state actors in many countries around the world,
particularly for journalists, through censorship or the need for self-censorship and the
abuse of laws on counter-terrorism, money laundering, defamation and corruption,
which serve to silence journalists, civil society organisations and human rights
defenders; denounces the use of overly broad terminology that allows authorities to
outlaw countless acts and criminalise legitimate human rights work, and the lack of
sufficient human rights safeguards in many of these pieces of legislation, in particular
regarding the right to a fair trial; denounces, in addition, the use of technologies such as
spyware to persecute journalists or hinder or control their work; expresses deep concern,
moreover, about the physical safety of journalists, attacks against them, including
extrajudicial killings and arbitrary detentions, and the fact that more than 61 journalists
and media workers have been killed so far in 2022;

Calls on the Commission to safeguard freedom of expression and to ensure public
access to information through the internet as means of achieving freedom of speech;
condemns the brutal crackdowns and the use of force, harassment, arbitrary detention
and extrajudicial killings against peaceful protestors in a number of third countries;

Calls for the EU to support credible media and information sources that contribute to
accountability of the authorities and to democratic transitions; expresses concern over
the widespread use of strategic lawsuits against public participation (SLAPPs) to silence
journalists, activists, trade unionists and human rights defenders, including
environmental human rights defenders, worldwide; underlines that this practice further
restricts space for civil society and human rights defenders across the globe, in a context
in which civic space has been continuously shrinking for several years and public
authorities and private actors have been increasingly attacking the rights to freedom of
expression and freedom of association and assembly; welcomes, in this regard, the
Commission’s proposal for a directive aimed at protecting journalists and human rights
defenders from abusive court proceedings and SLAPPs;

Urges the Commission and the EEAS, in coordination with the Member States, to
develop a strategy to address the widespread use of SLAPPs against human rights
defenders, journalists, activists and trade unionists worldwide; further calls on the
Commission and the EEAS to include guidance on ways to provide effective protection
for victims of SLAPPs, including through financial assistance to cover legal fees, in
such a strategy; calls on the EU delegations to document SLAPPs and include them in
their monitoring, reporting and assessing activities; encourages legislators from third
countries to draft laws with the same objective, as part of general initiatives aimed at
supporting and safeguarding the freedom of expression, including media freedom and
pluralism;
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81.

82.

Welcomes the Commission’s intention to fund projects to assist journalists on legal and
practical issues, including outside the EU, through the European democracy action plan;
calls for the EU to intensify its efforts to assist targeted journalists worldwide and to
ensure their safety, including by providing a safe haven and means to continue their
work in case they have to leave their place of residency and by working closely with
partner countries on this matter, especially in the framework of EU partnership
agreements with third countries; welcomes the role played by programmes such as
Media4Democracy and the EU-funded activities of the European Endowment for
Democracy to this end;

Expresses its serious concern about restrictions on academic freedom and an increase in
the censorship and imprisonment of scholars worldwide, which have important
consequences for the right to education; calls for the EU and the Member States to step
up their diplomatic efforts and emergency protection and support through bilateral and
multilateral engagement in relation to threats or attacks on academic freedom by state
and non-state actors; calls for the EU to ensure continued high-level support to the
Global Campus of Human Rights, as a flagship example of the EU’s support for human
rights education worldwide;

Right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief

83.

84.

85.

Notes that 2021 marked the 40th anniversary of the UN Declaration on the Elimination
of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief; recalls
that freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief is a fundamental right of every
human being and applies to all persons equally; notes with grave concern that the right
to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, to hold a belief, to not believe, or to
identify as an atheist or agnostic, including the right to demonstrate religious or non-
religious convictions through expression, teaching and practice and the right to change
or leave one’s religion, is still violated in many countries around the world; stresses the
negative impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, as some governments are still using it as a
pretext for further discriminatory practices, including violence against and scapegoating
religious minorities; condemns violence against and persecution of people belonging to
minorities on the grounds of their belief or religion; deplores that it affects many
religious and belief communities, as well as groups of people who are atheists,
humanists, agnostics or who do not identify with any religion; observes with deep
concern that non-religious, secular and humanist organisations are facing growing
persecution, including unprecedented waves of incitement to violence against them,
hatred and killings, in a number of countries;

Denounces the attacks against countless individuals and civil society organisations for
peacefully questioning, criticising or satirising religious beliefs and recalls that
expressing critical opinions about religion is a legitimate expression of freedom of
thought or artistic creation;

Further expresses concern about the misuse and instrumentalisation of religion to
foment intolerance or undermine human rights, such as the rights of LGBTIQ persons
and women's rights, namely SRHR, as well as children’s rights to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion;
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86.

Calls for the EU and its Member States to step up their efforts to protect the right to
freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief, to raise these issues at UN human
rights forums and to work with the relevant UN mechanisms and committees; calls on
the Commission and the Council to implement ambitious programmes to defend this
right worldwide, including encouraging and supporting international efforts to collect
evidence of atrocity crimes on the grounds of belief or religion, bringing the
perpetrators to court, rendering effective criminal sentences and compensating the
victims; calls on the Council, the Commission, the EEAS and the Member States to
work with third countries to adopt measures to prevent and fight hate crimes in all EU
external policies; calls on the EEAS and the EU delegations, where appropriate, to
include faith-based organisations in their dialogues with civil society in order to tailor
human rights policies to country-specific religious and cultural contexts, owing to the
role of some faith-based organisations in responding to humanitarian crises, among
others; observes that the population that does not identify with any religion should not
be neglected in the EU policy framework on freedom of thought, conscience, religion
and belief; calls for an evaluation of the 2013 EU Guidelines on the promotion and
protection of freedom of religion or belief, as provided for in Article 70 thereof;

Human rights defenders and civil society organisations

87.

88.

Strongly supports the work of human rights defenders and highlights the risks they face
in their endeavours to protect human rights, including threats against them and their
families, harassment and violence; condemns the fact that hundreds of human rights
defenders have been killed for their work, the majority of whom were environmental
defenders; welcomes the EU’s efforts to support human rights defenders in their work,
including the ProtectDefenders.eu mechanism; calls for such efforts to be intensified in
order to mitigate the growing risks faced by human rights defenders around the world,
including arbitrary detention and imprisonment, verbal and physical attacks, legal
harassment and restrictions and transnational threats or repression; calls on the Member
States to suspend all active extradition treaties with countries in which the human rights
situation is incompatible with Member States' international non-refoulement
obligations;

Calls for the EU and its Member States to address actively legislative or administrative
attempts to close down the space for the defence of human rights; calls for the EU and
its Member States to develop a strategic high-level vision to counter the mounting
global attacks against human rights defenders, including through adopting strong EU
Foreign Affairs Council conclusions laying down a collective high-level strategy for EU
global action on human rights defenders, and to fully implement their political
commitments on the protection of at-risk human rights defenders, such as those
included in the 2020-2024 EU action plan for democracy and human rights and in the
EU Guidelines on human rights defenders; calls for the EU and its Member States to
also actively support the development and implementation of appropriate and effective
protection systems for human rights defenders at risk or in vulnerable situations,
including through meaningful consultation with them and based on comprehensive,
qualitative risk analyses, ensuring that such mechanisms are holistic and appropriately
resourced, assess and manage the risks in a preventive manner and build protection
plans that truly respond to the protection needs of individuals, collectives and
communities; calls for the EU and its Member States, in particular the EUSR for Human
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Rights and EU ambassadors, to be more active in publishing public statements and other
forms of public and private political engagement in support of human rights defenders
at risk and those imprisoned for long periods, as well as in helping to conduct prison
visits for the latter and facilitating external visits by their families; insists that the EEAS
and the EU delegations pay particular attention to the situation of the Sakharov Prize
laureates and finalists at risk and that they take resolute action, in coordination with the
Member States and Parliament, to ensure their well-being, safety or liberation; calls on
the EEAS to report back regularly on action taken on the cases of Sakharov Prize
laureates and finalists who are detained, face restrictions on their freedoms or whose
whereabouts remain unknown;

89. Expresses concern over the obstacles encountered by human rights defenders worldwide
in accessing EU humanitarian and/or short-term visas; recalls the importance of this
essential security and protection tool that allows human rights defenders to access safe
havens when necessary, to take advantage of existing opportunities for rest and respite,
to benefit from temporary relocation programmes and to carry out essential international
advocacy, mobilisation and networking activities in EU territory; calls for an EU-wide
scheme for issuing short-term humanitarian visas for the temporary relocation of human
rights defenders at risk, as well as a more coordinated EU policy regarding the issuing
by Member States of emergency visas for human rights defenders; calls for the EU
develop a more predictable, coordinated and consistent policy on visas for human rights
defenders, allowing for flexible and reactive protocols, including in critical situations;

90. Deplores the various forms of bans and limitations on civil society organisations and
their activities, such as laws, including counter-terrorism laws, whose aim is to shrink
civil society space and silence dissenting voices or the promotion of organisations
sponsored by third-country governments (government-organised NGOs (GONGOs));
deplores the widespread adoption of so-called foreign agents laws in many countries,
which force individuals and entities receiving funding from abroad to register
themselves as foreign agents; expresses particular concern over the use of these laws to
stigmatise and restrict the work of civil society and human rights defenders, including
through restricting the right to access funding; calls for the EU to work with
counterparts in order to obtain the repeal or revision of such laws and calls for the EU
institutions and bodies, in particular the EEAS in coordination with the Commission, to
develop a coordinated strategy to this end;

91. Deplores that women human rights defenders face gender-based violence and suffer
from a lack of access to adequate resources and protection mechanisms; rejects the fact
that women human rights defenders and women’s rights activists continue to be
sexually assaulted, threatened, intimidated, criminalised and even killed; deplores,
additionally, that women human rights defenders working on SRHR are particularly
targeted worldwide, and calls for the EU and its Member States to publicly and
privately condemn attacks and threats against human rights defenders working in this
area and to proactively ensure adequate representation of SRHR defenders in its
consultations; stresses the need for the EU to politically and financially support civil
society organisations that promote the rights of women and girls in all areas;

Migrants and refugees

PE735.497v02-00 32/71 RR\1269286EN.docx

EN



92.

93.

94.

Reaffirms the inalienable human rights of migrants, refugees and forcibly displaced
persons, which must be reflected in the EU’s migration and asylum policy and in its
cooperation with third countries in this area; stresses that the EU should step up its
efforts to acknowledge and develop ways to address the root causes of irregular
migration and forced displacement, in particular of women, children, ethnic, religious
and belief minorities and persons with disabilities, who are among the most vulnerable,
building the resilience of migrants’ communities of origin and helping them offer their
members the possibility of enjoying a decent and safe life in their home country;
stresses the need to manage migration and asylum policies in a manner governed by the
principles of solidarity, balance and the sharing of responsibility between countries;
calls for the EU and its Member States to support the countries hosting most refugees,
as well as transit countries and countries of origin; calls for the EU and its Member
States to ensure that migration-related European funding, training or other forms of
support to third countries do not directly or indirectly facilitate the perpetration of
human rights violations, nor reinforce or perpetuate impunity for such violations;
reiterates that close cooperation and engagement with third countries remain key to
preventing migrant smuggling and human trafficking; stresses in particular the need to
expand the fight against organised crime groups that engage in human trafficking,
which should strictly be in line with international human rights standards; stresses, in
this regard, that the dissemination of information and awareness-raising campaigns on
the risks of smuggling is crucial; calls for EU-funded humanitarian operations to take
into consideration the specific needs of children and other vulnerable groups and to
ensure their protection while they are displaced; condemns in this regard the placement
of migrant children in detention centres, especially when they are separated from their
parents or legal guardians; underlines the importance of developing an effective
framework of safe and legal pathways to the EU and welcomes, in this regard, the
Commission communication on attracting skills and talent to the EU, including the
development of Talent Partnerships with partner countries;

Recalls its commitment to the rights of refugees, as provided by international human
rights and refugee laws, in particular the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of
Refugees and the 1967 Protocol thereto; recalls the obligations of states to protect
refugees and respect their rights in accordance with the relevant international law;
deplores the number of migrant deaths occurring along migration routes and illegal
pushbacks in violation of international law; recalls that the EU and its Member States,
in their external and extraterritorial actions, agreements and cooperation in the areas of
migration, borders and asylum, should respect and protect human rights, notably those
enshrined in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU, including the right to life,
liberty and to seek asylum, through the individual assessment of asylum applications
and the principle of non-refoulement; highlights in this regard the importance of the
Member States leading by example by strictly upholding their obligations under
international refugee law, and of substantially increasing their assistance to those fleeing
repression or war, their hosting capacity and their resettlement pledges;

Calls for the EU and its Member States to be fully transparent about the allocation of
funds to third countries for cooperation in migration matters; reiterates its calls on the
Commission to ensure transparent ex-ante risk assessments performed by independent
EU bodies and experts on the impact of any formal, informal or financial EU
cooperation with third countries on the rights of migrants, refugees and forcibly
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displaced persons, and to take full account of these assessments, as well as monitoring
mechanisms, to evaluate the human rights impact of cooperation on migration with third
countries; notes with concern that the number of people forcibly displaced worldwide as
a result of persecution, conflict, violence, human rights violations or events seriously
disturbing public order reached an unprecedented 89 million by the end of 2021, 36.5
million of whom were children; recalls that refugees and migrants, especially
undocumented migrants, face barriers in access to healthcare around the world, that
sexual and gender-based violence is a frequent occurrence during displacements, and
that in many settings, survivors of sexual and gender-based violence do not receive the
essential sexual and reproductive healthcare they need; stresses, in this context, that
international action and cooperation is more essential than ever to ensure protection for
refugees;

Indigenous peoples

95. Notes with regrets that indigenous peoples continue to face widespread and systematic
discrimination and persecution worldwide, including forced displacements; condemns
arbitrary arrests and the killing of human rights and land defenders who stand up for the
rights of indigenous peoples; recalls that indigenous peoples play an important role in
the sustainable management of natural resources and the conservation of biodiversity;
urges governments to pursue development and environmental policies that respect
economic, social and cultural rights, and that are inclusive of indigenous peoples and
local populations, in line with the UN Sustainable Development Goals; reiterates its call
for the EU, its Member States and their partners in the international community to adopt
all necessary measures for the recognition, protection and promotion of the rights of
indigenous peoples, including as regards their languages, lands, territories and
resources, as set out in the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, notably
in relation to free, prior and informed consent; recommends that the EU and its Member
States include references to indigenous peoples and the rights contained in the UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in the relevant and emerging
frameworks for due diligence; reaffirms the need to create a grievance mechanism to
lodge complaints regarding violations and abuses of indigenous peoples’ rights resulting
from the activities of state and non-state actors; recommends that countries that have not
yet done so ratify the provisions of International Labour Organization Convention No
169 of 27 June 1989 on Indigenous and Tribal Peoples;

Wars and conflicts around the world and their impact on human rights

96. Is seriously concerned by the persistence of the scourge of wars and military conflicts
around the world; stresses the multitude of threats to human rights caused by modern
warfare and conflicts around the world today; underlines that in addition to the States
Parties themselves, such conflicts often involve non-state actors including private
military and security companies as well as terrorist organisations; stresses the disastrous
humanitarian consequences of these conflicts and their devastating impact on civilians,
who are directly targeted, have to endure grave human rights violations, and often have
no or limited access to justice or legal remedies; calls for the EU to continue developing
and implementing tools to enable it to respond swiftly and efficiently to such conflicts,
including by addressing their root causes, investing in conflict prevention and mediation
efforts, seeking and maintaining space for political solutions, creating alliances with
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97.

98.

99.

like-minded countries and regional organisations, providing further financial and
technical support and personnel to peacekeeping civilian missions and military
operations missions, and promoting trust-building initiatives between belligerents; calls
for the EU to help put an end to the perpetration of human rights violations and to
provide assistance to the victims;

Condemns the increase in violations of democratic constitutions in the world; reiterates
its concern about the threat caused by military takeovers at the cost of civilian lives,
security and peace; stresses the need to strengthen accountability and combat impunity
for human rights violations and war crimes that have been committed as a result of
violent regime changes;

Reiterates that humanitarian crises intensify healthcare-related challenges and recalls
that in crisis zones, vulnerable groups such as refugees, women and girls are particularly
exposed to sexual violence, sexually transmitted diseases, sexual exploitation, rape as a
weapon of war and unwanted pregnancies; calls on the Commission and the Member
States to give high priority to gender equality and sexual and reproductive health in their
humanitarian aid response, including in terms of training for humanitarian actors and
future funding; calls for the EU to adopt a gender-sensitive perspective to comprehend
how conflicts affect women and the LGBTIQ community and to integrate it throughout
its efforts in conflict prevention and resolution, as well as in peacekeeping,
humanitarian aid and post-conflict reconstruction operations, transitional justice and the
promotion of human rights and democratic reforms;

Reiterates its call on the Member States to help contain armed conflicts and serious
violations of human rights or international humanitarian law by strictly abiding by the
provisions of Article 7 on Export and Export Assessment of the UN Arms Trade Treaty
and of the EU Common Position on arms exports?®, including by refusing any transfer
of arms and surveillance equipment that would result in the risk that the importing
actors may commit or facilitate violations of human rights or international humanitarian
law;

Right to food and food security

100. Reiterates that the right to be free from hunger is a human right; underlines its grave

101.

concerns about the challenges to the right to food and food security and the affordability
of food in many countries around the world; calls for the EU, the Member States and the
international community to immediately step up their efforts to halt the trend of
emerging serious food shortages; underlines that while the parlous food security
situation has several causes, it has been aggravated by many conflicts occurring around
the globe, including current conflicts in countries that are large global exporters of
primary food products, with tremendous consequences in several areas of the world;
strongly condemns the use or the threat of food insecurity as a political instrument of
war;

Highlights with concern the fact that religious, belief or ethnic background can be used
as a discriminating factor in the distribution of food and humanitarian aid in the context

28 Council Common Position 2008/944/CFSP of 8 December 2008 defining common rules governing control of
exports of military technology and equipment (OJ L 335, 13.12.2008, p. 99).
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of food insecurity and humanitarian crises; calls for the EU, its Member States and the
Commission to bring this issue to the attention of the governments of third countries
concerned;

Climate change and environment

102. Underlines that human rights, a healthy environment and combating climate change are
dependent on one another; welcomes the progress towards the recognition of the right to
a clean, healthy and sustainable environment, as laid out in Resolution 76/300 of the UN
General Assembly; stresses its appreciation for the essential work undertaken by
environmental human rights defenders, including land and water defenders, journalists,
investigative journalists, whistleblowers, lawyers and indigenous activists, to preserve
and safeguard the environment despite threats of violence against them and the risk to
their lives; recognises, moreover, the important role of civil society organisations, as
well as indigenous peoples for their invaluable work in the preservation and protection
of the environment;

103. Stresses that climate change jeopardises the enjoyment of human rights, including the
right to food security, safe drinking water, sanitation, health and adequate housing, as
well as the rights of local communities; rejects the unlawful exploitation of natural
resources, which constitutes a major sustainability and environmental challenge; draws
attention, furthermore, to the risks posed by climate change to peace and security, as
food insecurity and water scarcity can lead to competition over natural resources and
then to instability and conflicts within and between states; stresses that biodiversity and
human rights are interlinked and interdependent and recalls the human rights obligations
of states to protect the biodiversity on which those rights depend, including by
providing for the participation of citizens in biodiversity-related decisions and providing
access to effective remedies in cases of biodiversity loss and degradation;

104. Calls for the EU to seek to counter the effects of climate changes by, inter alia,
introducing effective and sustainable policy actions, and to comply with the goals of the
Paris Agreement; calls for the EU and its Member States to step up their contribution to
the fight against climate change and biodiversity loss globally, in particular by ensuring
that goods imported by the EU are produced in accordance with human rights protected
under international law, including the rights of indigenous people, and do not contribute
to the destruction or damage of natural ecosystems, in particular primary and old-
growth forests, using a balanced approach that does not harm populations in third
countries; highlights that the least developed countries are the most vulnerable to
climate change, as they find it hardest to withstand its devastating impacts, despite
producing small quantities of greenhouse gases than richer countries;

Business, trade and human rights

105. Underlines that trade agreements often offer the possibility for the EU to work with
third countries to address their domestic situation by providing some conditions that
would serve to enhance living standards, as well as allow for conditionality to improve
the human rights situation in those countries; notes, however, that in some cases there
has been little to no improvement in the countries concerned; notes that excessive and
exploitative business activities often have detrimental effects on human rights in third
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countries; recalls that the substantive clauses included in trade agreements provide that
States Parties must respect, protect and foster human rights as stated in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, customary law and the international conventions to which
they are party;

Calls for the EU and its Member States to condemn, in the strongest terms, crackdowns
against civil society, in particular when they happen in countries with which the EU has
concluded FTAs, and to engage effectively with the national authorities in those
countries, including at the highest level, to ensure that civil society may act freely,
participate in public affairs and monitor and document the implementation of the FTAs;
calls for the EU to address any violation of FTA commitments, including those laid out
in the chapters on trade and sustainable development and in the essential elements
clauses of partnerships and cooperation agreements; in cases of serious or widespread
violations, asserts that the EU should trigger human rights clauses, envisaging dedicated
conditionality and adequate measures, on this basis, including the setting up of a
dedicated human rights monitoring body to assess the respect of human rights
commitments under FTAs and to provide recommendations to the parties;

Calls for the EU to make consistent use of clauses in trade agreements that protect
human rights, including closer monitoring and enforcement of human rights
commitments, and to use the full potential of conditionality on human rights to grant
preferential access to its market to third countries; calls, in particular, for a closer link
between preferential treatment and progress on human rights in the updated Regulation
on the Generalised Scheme of Preferences (GSP+); calls for greater transparency
throughout all steps of the procedure for granting GSP+ status, including improved
engagement with civil society and for following up on any possible violations; calls on
the Commission to keep Parliament adequately informed about matters in this field;
calls for the parties involved in negotiating EU agreements or establishing or
strengthening EU relations with a third country to examine the possibility of extending a
bilateral standing invitation to observe their respective elections; stresses that this
possibility should also be addressed in already existing agreements; reiterates its calls
for the Commission to systematically carry out human rights impact assessments
focused on the risks of human rights violations prior to granting any preferential regime
to a country and to swiftly investigate and respond to any violations, including the
revocation of GSP+ status if warranted; underlines the need for adequate resources and
clear procedures to properly carry out the human rights impact assessments and monitor
the application of international human rights conventions; calls in this regard for the EU
delegations concerned to receive an increase in human resources to contribute to these
assessments and the EU monitoring of preferential trade access to the EU market under
the GSP+ scheme;

Welcomes the Commission’s proposal for a directive on corporate sustainability due
diligence as a step towards fostering responsible corporate behaviour with regard to
human, labour and environmental rights; highlights the importance of holding
companies accountable through judicial mechanisms, including civil liability;
emphasises that the directive’s requirements as regards reporting on the sustainability
and due diligence strategies should apply to all large undertakings and to small and
medium-sized undertakings that are publicly listed or operating in high-risk world
regions and economic sectors; calls for the inclusion in the directive of a specific article
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110.

on consultation of stakeholders, in particular affected persons and local communities,
trade unions, workers’ representatives and human rights defenders;

Condemns all forms of forced labour and modern slavery; highlights that according to
the latest ‘Global Estimates of Modern Slavery’ report, 2.7 million more people were
subjected to forced labour between 2016 and 2021, with up to 17.3 million people in the
private sector only; welcomes the Commission’s proposal for a regulation on
prohibiting products made with forced labour on the Union’s market; highlights also
that the COVID-19 pandemic exacerbated this trend; stresses that the crisis also resulted
in a deterioration in working conditions for many workers, in some cases leading to
forced labour; calls for the EU and its Member States to lead actions in multinational
forums to eradicate forced labour and modern slavery; reminds the Member States of
the need to prosecute and condemn these activities carried out in both the countries of
origin and in groups with international mobility; reiterates its call for all countries to
fully implement the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights and calls on
the EU Member States that have not yet adopted national action plans on business rights
to do so as soon as possible; encourages the EU and its Member States to constructively
and actively participate in the work of the UN open-ended intergovernmental working
group on transnational corporations and other business enterprises with respect to
human rights and to adopt a negotiating mandate to this end; considers this to be a
necessary step forward in the promotion and protection of human rights;

Denounces the increasing practice by authoritarian states of hosting mega sport or
cultural events in order to boost their international legitimacy, while further restricting
domestic dissent; calls for the EU and its Member States to engage with national sports
federations, corporate actors and civil society organisations on their ways of
participating in such events; calls for the development of an EU policy framework on
sports and human rights;

Human rights and digital technologies

111.

Stresses that human rights must fully encompass the digital sphere and must be
protected from the illegal use of technology, either by state or non-state actors who
provide or benefit from these technologies; underlines the risks posed by digital
technologies, including artificial intelligence, to personal liberty, the right to privacy
and democracy at large and condemns the role of digital technologies in human rights
violations, in particular through surveillance, monitoring, harassment and limitations on
freedom of expression; stresses the threats that disinformation campaigns, in
combination with digital tools, pose; stresses also the specific threat that new digital
technologies pose for human rights defenders, opposition figures, journalists and others
in controlling, restricting and undermining their activities; calls for more intensive
efforts to establish a comprehensive global legal framework on digital technologies,
which should take advantage of the possible gains such technologies can offer for
human well-being, while strictly respecting human rights; insists on the importance of
an open, free, stable and secure cyberspace that upholds the core values of democracy,
human rights and the rule of law; strongly supports voluntary, non-binding norms on
responsible state behaviour in cyberspace, encompassing respect for privacy and the
fundamental rights of citizens; calls for the swift adoption of the Artificial Intelligence
(AI) Act as an effective tool to ensure that Al is used to this aim, with special focus on
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high-risk Al; calls for the attention economy — used by, among others, social media
platforms — to be included within the scope of high-risk Al in order to protect
vulnerable groups from being targeted by disinformation and the manipulation of public
opinion;

112. Deplores practices by authoritarian regimes, among others, that limit citizens’ access to
the internet, including internet blackouts during public assemblies and protests; calls for
the EU and its Member States, in cooperation with other democratic countries, to invest
in research and technology allowing undisturbed and affordable global access to the
internet; calls for the EU to fund research on effective digital ways to filter and counter
digitally spread fake news, disinformation and malicious propaganda;

o

113. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the
Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy, the EU Special Representative for Human Rights, the
governments and parliaments of the Member States, the UN Security Council, the UN
Secretary-General, the President of the 78th session of the UN General Assembly, the
President of the UN Human Rights Council, the UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights and the EU Heads of Delegation.
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ANNEX |

INDIVIDUAL CASES RAISED BY THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT BETWEEN
JANUARY 2022 AND NOVEMBER 2022

COUNTRY BACKGROUND ACTION TAKEN BY THE
PARLIAMENT
Individual
BELARUS Siarhei Tsikhanouski, Mikola In its resolution of 19 May 2022, the
Statkevich, Viktar Babaryka, European Parliament:
Siarhei Maryia Kalesnikava, Maksim
Tsikhanouski, Znak, Thar Losik, Artsyom - Denounces the fact that politically
Mikola Statkevich, Sakau, Uladzimir Tsyhanovich motivated trials are held behind
Viktar Babaryka, and Dzmitry Papou are political closed doors and without due process
Maryia Kalesnikava, | opponents and activists, who have | of law, thereby breaching the
Maksim Znak, Thar | been arrested and detained, country’s international obligations
Losik, Artsyom following the protest movement in | and commitments, resulting in the

Sakau, Uladzimir
Tsyhanovich and
Dzmitry Papou

Belarus in 2021.

harsh and unjustified sentences
handed down to opposition leaders,
in particular to Siarhei Tsikhanouski,
Mikola Statkevich, Viktar Babaryka,
Maryia Kalesnikava, Maksim Znak,
Ihar Losik, Artsyom Sakau,
Uladzimir Tsyhanovich and Dzmitry
Papou.

BRAZIL

Dom Philips and
Bruno Pereira

On 5 June 2022, British journalist
Dom Phillips, a contributor to 7he
Guardian newspaper and the
Brazilian indigenous expert Bruno
Pereira, a former civil servant at
the National Indian Foundation
(Funai), disappeared in the Javari
Valley, between the riverside
community of Sdo Rafael and the
city of Atalaia do Norte in the state
of Amazonas in northern Brazil.
They were murdered and their
bodies were discovered on

15 June 2022.

In its resolution of 7 July 2022, the
European Parliament:

- Strongly condemns the brutal
murder of environmental and human
rights defenders as well as
indigenous people in Brazil, most
recently the killing of journalist Dom
Phillips and activist Bruno Pereira;

- Calls on the Brazilian authorities to
conduct an exhaustive, impartial and
independent investigation into these
murders and to ensure full
compliance with due process rights
at all times.

CAMBODIA

Kem Sokha, Sam
Rainsy and Mu
Sochua

Kem Sokha was the President of
the Cambodia National Rescue
Party (CNRP), an opposition party
in Cambodia. On 3 September
2017, he was arrested and then

In its resolution of 5 May 2022, the
European Parliament:

- Condemns the dissolution of the
CNRP and reiterates its call for the
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charged with treason. On 10

charges against Kem Sokha, Sam

Kem Ley and Sin November 2019, Kem Sokha was Rainsy, Mu Sochua and other
Khon released from house arrest. opposition officials to be dropped
Sam Rainsy was the previous immediately;
President of the CNRP and Mu - Urges the Cambodian authorities to
Sochua was the Vice-President of | immediately release all prisoners of
the party. In March 2021, nine conscience, as well as prisoners
senior CNRP leaders, including detained for conducting their
Sam Rainsy, were found guilty in legitimate work or exercising their
absentia of ‘attempting to commit a | rights, including journalists, human
felony’ and ‘attack’ under the rights defenders environmental
Criminal Code, and were sentenced | activists and trade unionists; calls on
to 25 years in prison. the Cambodian authorities to conduct
independent investigations into all
The political activists Kem Ley allegations of harassment,
and Sin Khon were murdered and | intimidation, arbitrary arrest and acts
their cases were not elucidated. of violence and torture against
members of opposition parties and
civil society actors, and to bring the
perpetrators to justice;
- Urges the Cambodian authorities to
ensure that all allegations of
extrajudicial killings are promptly
and impartially investigated,
including the cases of Sin Khon and
Kem Ley, and that the perpetrators
are prosecuted; calls on the
Cambodian authorities to take all
necessary measures to prevent and
stop such killings.
CHINA, HONG- Joshua Wong, Sze-yiu Koo, In its resolution of 20 January 2022,
KONG Albert Ho, Martin Lee, Margaret | the European Parliament:

Joshua Wong, Sze-

Ng, Kok Tsz-lun, Chow Hang-
tung and Lee Cheuk-yan are

yiu Koo, Albert Ho, | srominent pro-democracy figures,

Martin Lee, who were sentenced for their

Margaret Ng, Kok peaceful involvement in protests in

Tsz-lun, Chow Hang- Hong Kong in 2021.

tung and Lee Cheuk- | Guj Minhai is a Chinese-born

Yan Swedish national and resident of
Hong Kong who disappeared and

Gui Minhai has been detained in mainland
China in undisclosed location. As a
bookseller, he was sentenced by a
court to ten years in jail for
“illegally proving intelligence
overseas”.
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- Calls on the Hong Kong
Government to release all political
prisoners in Hong Kong;

- Calls for the immediate and
unconditional release and the
dropping of all charges against all
peaceful Hong Kong protesters
arrested in the last few years, who
simply exercised their right to
freedom of expression or other
human rights, such as Joshua Wong,
Koo Sze-yiu, Martin Lee, Albert Ho,
Margaret Ng and Kok Tsz-lun, a dual
Chinese and Portuguese national and,
therefore, an EU citizen, who was
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Joseph Zen

Cardinal Joseph Zen served as the
sixth bishop of the Catholic church
of Hong Kong He has advocated for
human rights and fundamental
freedoms, influencing the pro-
democracy movement. On 11 May
2022, he was arrested and released
on bail.

sentenced in Shenzhen in 2020 to
seven months’ imprisonment for
allegedly trying to flee Hong Kong
by boat and is currently awaiting trial
in custody in Hong Kong.

- Condemns the ongoing cases,
including those of human rights
defenders Chow Hang-tung, Lee
Cheuk-yan and Albert Ho;

- Calls for the immediate and
unconditional release of Swedish
bookseller Gui Minhai, who is
imprisoned in the PRC.

In its resolution of 7 July 2022, the
European Parliament:

- Condemns the arrests of Cardinal
Joseph Zen, one of the strongest
advocates of the city’s pro-
democracy movement, and of the
other four trustees of the 612
Humanitarian Relief Fund in Hong
Kong, which constitute an attack on
the freedoms guaranteed in the Hong
Kong Basic Law, including the
freedom of religion or belief,
particularly following the closure of
over 60 civil society groups, and are
symptomatic of the continued efforts
of the People’s Republic of China to
systematically destroy the last
remnants of Hong Kong’s autonomy
and freedoms and to suppress the
pro-democracy movement;

- Believes that the arrest is a clear
demonstration of John Lee Ka-
Chiu’s stated intention to oppress all
critical voices even more strongly
and to further intensify the
crackdown;

EGYPT

Mohamed ‘Oxygen’

Mohamed ‘Oxygen’ Ibrahim,
Mohamed Adel, Alaa Abdel
Fattah, Ibrahim Metwally

In its resolution of 24 November
2022, the European Parliament:

Ibrahim, Mohamed | Hegazy, Mohamed El Baqer, - Urges the Egyptian authorities to
Adel, Alaa Abdel Hoda Abdelmoniem, Ezzat immediately release Mohamed
Fattah, Ibrahim Ghoneim, Ahmed Amasha, Abdel | ‘Oxygen’ Ibrahim, Mohamed Adel,
Metwally Hegazy, Moneim Aboul Fotouh, Alaa Abdel Fattah and the three
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Mohamed El Bager,
Hoda Abdelmoniem,
Ezzat Ghoneim,
Ahmed Amasha,
Abdel Moneim
Aboul Fotouh,
Mohamed El Kassas,
Ziad Abu El Fadl,
Aisha El Shater,
Mohamed Abo
Houraira, Manal
Agrama, Marwa
Arafa, Hala Fahmy,
Safaa El Korbagy,
Tawfik Ghanim, Seif
Thabit, Safwan
Thabit, Sherif al
Rouby, Anas El-
Beltagy, Ahmed
Douma, Mohamed
Adel Fahmy, Nermin
Hussein, Haneen
Hossam, Mawadda
el-Adham, Ismail
Iskandarani, Seif
Fateen, Hisham
Genena, Omar
Mohammed Ali,
Aymen Moussa,
Omar el Hout,

Mohamed El Kassas, Ziad Abu
El Fadl, Aisha El Shater,
Mohamed Abo Houraira, Manal
Agrama, Marwa Arafa, Hala
Fahmy, Safaa El Korbagy,
Tawfik Ghanim, Seif Thabit,
Safwan Thabit, Sherif al Rouby,
Anas El-Beltagy, Ahmed Douma,
Mohamed Adel Fahmy, Nermin
Hussein, Haneen Hossam,
Mawadda el-Adham, Ismail
Iskandarani, Seif Fateen, Hisham
Genena, Omar Mohammed Ali,
Aymen Moussa, Omar el Hout,
Ahmed Moussa Abd El Khaleq
and Ahmed Fayez are human
rights defenders, lawyers,
journalists and bloggers, who have
been arrested and detained for
exercising their right to freedom of
expression.

Giulio Regeni, was an Italian
doctoral student, who conducted
research in Cairo on the
development of independent trade
unions and had contact with
political opponents. He disappeared
on 25 January 2016 after leaving
his home in Cairo. His body was

lawyers that are the 2020 recipients
of the human rights award of the
Council of Bars and Law Societies of
Europe, Ibrahim Metwally Hegazy,
Mohamed El Bager and Hoda
Abdelmoniem, as well as Ezzat
Ghoneim, Ahmed Amasha, Abdel
Moneim Aboul Fotouh, Mohamed El
Kassas, Ziad Abu El Fadl, Aisha El
Shater, Mohamed Abo Houraira,
Manal Agrama, Marwa Arafa, Hala
Fahmy, Safaa El Korbagy, Tawfik
Ghanim, Seif Thabit, Safwan Thabit,
Sherif al Rouby, Anas El-Beltagy,
Ahmed Douma, Mohamed Adel
Fahmy, Nermin Hussein, Haneen
Hossam, Mawadda el-Adham, Ismail
Iskandarani, Seif Fateen, Hisham
Genena, Omar Mohammed Ali,
Aymen Moussa, Omar el Hout,
Ahmed Moussa Abd El Khaleq and
Ahmed Fayez, among many others
unjustly detained; stresses that those
women and men are Egyptian human
rights defenders, journalists, peaceful
activists, politicians, women social
media influencers or businessmen
who refused to sell their assets to the
military;

- Urges the Egyptian authorities to

Ahmed Moussa Abd | found on 3 February 2016 next to a | immediately and unconditionally
El Khaleq and road on the outskirts of Cairo. It release British-Egyptian human
Ahmed Fayez was found to have been subjected rights defender and peaceful activist
to severe beating and multiple Alaa Abdel Fattah, Deutsche Welle
Giulio Regeni forms of torture. The Egyptian and Reporters Without Borders
authorities have hindered progress | award recipient, who has been
in investigating and revealing the arbitrarily detained for most of the
truth around the kidnapping, torture | past decade on unsubstantiated
and killing of Giulio Regeni. charges, for his peaceful and
legitimate calls for more rights and
freedoms and who is far from being
an isolated case, and to allow him to
promptly depart for the UK;
highlights that both Germany’s
Chancellor Olaf Scholz and France’s
President Emmanuel Macron have
called for his release;
- Reiterates its utmost condemnation
of the widespread use of torture by
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Egypt’s security apparatus; recalls
that Egypt’s 25 January 2011
revolution started as a public outcry
against police impunity following the
torture and killing of blogger Khaled
Said, among others; urges Egypt to
fully cooperate with the Italian
authorities’ investigation into the
murder of Italian PhD student Giulio
Regeni, who was tortured to death by
security officials in 2016;

- Condemns in the strongest terms
the torture to death of economist
Ayman Hadhoud, who died on

5 March 2022 after being forcibly
disappeared and detained by security
officials following his criticism of
economic policies, and deeply
deplores the lack of any independent
autopsy and a credible investigation
by Egypt’s Public Prosecution;

- Urges Egypt to release all 21
journalists who are currently in
prison for doing their job, as
documented by Reporters Without
Borders and the Committee to
Protect Journalists; underlines the
right of all Egyptians to access
information without their
government’s censorship; notes the
decision, taken under pressure at the
start of the COP27 conference, to
allow access to some websites of
human rights NGOs and independent
newspapers such as Medium, Mada
Masr or Human Rights Watch;
stresses, however, that such websites
should always remain accessible to
Egyptians even after the conference;
urges the Egyptian authorities
therefore to release all journalists
who were detained as of November
2022: Khaled Abdelwahab Radwan,
Ahmed Fayez, Alaa Abdelfattah,
Ismail Alexandrani, Mohamed
Ibrahim (aka Mohamed Oxygen),
Ahmed Allaam, Hamdi al-Zaeem,
Tawfik Ghanem, Rabie al-Sheikh,
Adallah Shusha, Khaled Sahloob,

EN
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Bahaa al-Din Ibrahim Nemat Allah,
Hisham Abdel Aziz, Mohamed Said
Fahmy, Badr Mohamed Badr, Raouf
Ebeid, Mostafa Saad, Mohamed
Mostafa Moussa, Mahmoud Saad
Diab and Amr Shnin.

GEORGIA

Nika Gvaramia

On 16 May 2022, Nika Gvaramia,
director of the TV channel Mtavari,
was sentenced to three-and-a-half
years in prison n dubious charges of
money laundering, bribery and
document forgery related to his past
activities as director of Rustavi 2
TV. The sentence that has been
widely perceived in Georgia as an
attempt to silence a voice critical of
the current government.

In its resolution of 9 June 2022, the
European Parliament:

- Condemns the sentencing of Nika
Gvaramia, the director of the main
pro-opposition TV channel Mtavari,
on 16 May 2022, which has
highlighted the persistent mistrust in
Georgia’s judiciary system; endorses
the call by Reporters Without
Borders for a review of Nika
Gvaramia’s conviction; emphasises,
once more, the urgent need for the
government to genuinely advance
reform of the judiciary through a
broad and inclusive cross-party
process with the aim of increasing
the independence and impartiality of
the judiciary, in line with
commitments taken as an associated
partner of the EU.

IRAN

Ahmadreza Djalali
Narges Mohammadi
Mehdi Mahmoudian

Nasrin Sotoudeh

RR\1269286EN.docx

Ahmadreza Djalali is an Iranian-
Swedish doctor, lecturer and
researcher. He was arrested in April
2016 and sentenced to death on the
charges of espionage and treason.

Narges Mohammadi is a human
rights defender, who was sentenced
in May 2016 to 16 years’
imprisonment for establishing and
running "a human rights movement
that campaigns for the abolition of
the death penalty”.

Mehdi Mahmoudian is a human
rights defender, a political
journalist and blogger, who served
a five-year prison term (2009-2014)
on charges of “mutiny against the
regime” for his role in documenting

45/71

In its resolution of 17 February 2022,
the European Parliament:

- Urges the Iranian authorities to
immediately drop all charges against
Dr Ahmadreza Djalali, and to release
and compensate him and stop
threatening his family in Iran and
Sweden;

- Reiterates its call on the Vice-
President of the Commission / High
Representative of the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy
and the EU Member States to do
their utmost to prevent Dr
Ahmadreza Djalali’s execution;

- Calls on the Iranian authorities to
release all political prisoners,
including human rights defenders, in
particular the prominent human
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complaints of rape and abuse of
detainees at the Kahrizak Detention
Center.

Nasrin Sotoudeh is a human rights
lawyer, who has fought for the
rights of women, children, LGBTI,
prisoners, religious minorities,
journalists and artists, as well as
those facing the death penalty. In
2012, she was awarded the
European Parliament Sakharov. She
has been detained since 2018 for
representing women who protested
against Iran’s mandatory hijab law.
In March 2019, she was sentenced
to 38 years in prison, plus 148
lashes. On 7 November 2020, she
was temporarily released from
prison, after she staged a six-week
hunger strike.

rights defender Narges Mohammadi,
the political journalist Mehdi
Mahmoudian, who was recently
sentenced to an additional seven
months in prison in connection to his
work against the death penalty, and
the Sakharov Prize laureate Nasrin
Sotoudeh.

Erulan Amirov, Igor
Chuprina, Ruslan
Ginatullin, Yerzhan
Yelshibayev,
Saltanat

Jussupov, Nataliya
Dauletiyarova, Rinat Batkayeyv,
Yerbol Yeskhozin, Askar
Kayyrbek, Ulasbek Akhmetov,
Askhat Zheksebayev, Kairat

Masha Amini Mahsa Amini was a 22-year old In its resolution of 6 October 2022,
Iranian Kurdish woman was the European Parliament:
arrested in Tehran by Iran’s
‘morality’ police for an alleged - Condemns in the strongest terms
failure to observe the mandatory the death of Mahsa Jina Amini
veiling law. According to following her violent arrest, abuse
eyewitnesses, ‘morality’ police and ill-treatment by Iran’s ‘morality’
pushed Mahsa Amini into a police | police; extends its condolences to her
van and beat her during her transfer | family and friends and to the families
to Vozara detention centre in of all those killed during the recent
Tehran, where she shortly after fell | protests in Iran;
into a coma and died on 16 - Calls on the Iranian Government to
September 2022, in a nearby allow for an impartial and effective
hospital while in police custody. investigation of Mahsa Jina Amini’s
tragic death and allegations of torture
and ill-treatment by an independent
competent authority.
KAZAKHSTAN Bekizhan Mendygaziyev, Erulan | In its resolution of 20 January 2022,
Amirov, Igor Chuprina, Ruslan the European Parliament:
Bekizhan Ginatullin, Yerzhan Yelshibayev,
Mendygaziyeyv, Saltanat Kusmankyzy, Baurzhan | - Urges the Government of

Kazakhstan to immediately release
arbitrarily detained demonstrators
and activists; urges the authorities of
Kazakhstan to immediately release
and fully rehabilitate all political
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Kusmankyzy,
Baurzhan Jussupov,
Nataliya
Dauletiyarova, Rinat

Klyshev, Noyan Rakhimzhanov,
Abai Begimbetov and Raigul
Sadyrbayeva are political
opponents or activists, who have

prisoners, including Bekizhan
Mendygaziyev, Erulan Amirov, Igor
Chuprina, Ruslan Ginatullin,
Yerzhan Yelshibayev, Saltanat

Batkayev, Yerbol been detained for exercising their Kusmankyzy, Baurzhan Jussupov,
Yeskhozin, Askar right to freedom of expression. Nataliya Dauletiyarova, Rinat
Kayyrbek, Ulasbek Batkayev, Yerbol Yeskhozin, Askar
Akhmetov, Askhat Kayyrbek, Ulasbek Akhmetov,
Zheksebayev, Kairat Askhat Zheksebayev, Kairat
Klyshev, Noyan Klyshev, Noyan Rakhimzhanov,
Rakhimzhanov, Abai Abai Begimbetov and Raigul
Begimbetov and Sadyrbayeva;

Raigul Sadyrbayeva - Asks the authorities to lift the
measures mandating pre-trial
detention, house arrest and
restrictions on liberty imposed on
civil society activists.

MEXICO Maria de Lourdes Maldonado In its resolution of 10 March 2022,

Maria de Lourdes
Maldonado Lopez,
Margarito Martinez,
José Luis Gamboa,
Heber Lopez
Vasquez and Roberto
Toledo

Loépez, a broadcast journalist and
Margarito Martinez, a freelance
photographer, were shot and killed
in Tijuana, in the state of Baja
California in January 2022. José
Luis Gamboa, journalist and editor
of news websites was stabbed to
death in Veracruz, on 10 January
2022. Heber Lopez Vasquez was
shot and killed, in Salina Cruz, in
Oaxaca state, on 10 February 2022.
Roberto Toledo, a camera operator
and video editor for news websites,
was shot and killed in Zitacuaro, in
the state of Michoacan, on 31
January 2022.

the European Parliament:

- Condemns the threatening,
harassment and killing of journalists
and human rights defenders in
Mexico, including environmental
defenders and indigenous people and
communities; calls on the authorities
to investigate the killings in a
prompt, thorough, independent and
impartial manner and, in the case of
journalists and media workers, in
accordance with the approved
protocol for the investigation of
crimes against freedom of
expression;

- Expresses its deepest sympathy,
solidarity and condolences for all of
the victims and their families;
reiterates its concern about the
climate of insecurity and hostility
faced by human rights defenders and
journalists and stands with them in
solidarity.

MYANMAR Win Myint served as the tenth
president of Mynamar and Aung
Win Myint and Aung | San Suu Klyi as State Counsellor
San Suu Kyi from 2016 to 2021. They were
removed from office in the 2021
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- Calls for the immediate end to the
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Htet Htet Khine,
Sithu Aung Myint,
Nyein Nyein Aye,
Maung Maung Myo,
Thurin Kyaw,
Hanthar Nyein,
Than Htike Aung,
Ye Yint Tun, Tu Tu
Tha, Soe Yarzar Tun
and Aung San Lin

military coup, and then sentenced
to long prison terms.

Htet Htet Khine, Sithu Aung
Myint, Nyein Nyein Aye, Maung
Maung Myo, Thurin Kyaw,
Hanthar Nyein, Than Htike
Aung, Ye Yint Tun, Tu Tu Tha,
Soe Yarzar Tun and Aung San
Lin are journalists or media
workers who have been arrested
and detained after the military coup
in 2021.

civilian government, the return to a
path towards democracy and the
swift opening of parliament with the
participation of all its elected
representatives; supports the efforts
of the National Unity Government
(NUG) to move towards a peaceful
and democratic future

- Calls on the military junta to
unconditionally release President
Win Myint, State Counsellor Aung
San Suu Kyi and all others who have
been arrested on the strength of
baseless accusations, to hand power
over to the legitimate authorities, to
respect the rule of law and media
freedom, and to immediately put an
end to the military attacks, air strikes
and violence against Myanmar’s
population;

- Urges the military junta to drop all
politically motivated charges against
members of the press and media
workers, and unconditionally release
all journalists unjustly detained,
including Htet Htet Khine, Sithu
Aung Myint, Nyein Nyein Aye,
Maung Maung Myo, Thurin Kyaw,
Hanthar Nyein, Than Htike Aung,
Ye Yint Tun, Tu Tu Tha, Soe Yarzar
Tun and Aung San Lin; calls on the
junta to provide the necessary
medical care to Sithu Aung Myint
whose state of health is a cause of
great concern.

NICARAGUA
Hugo Torres

Manuel Salvador
Garcia

PE735.497v02-00
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Hugo Torres was one of the leader
of the Sandinista revolution in the
1970 and a retired general of the
Nicaraguan Armed Forces. A
political opponent, he died in prison
in February, after eight months in
detention for treason.

Father Manuel Salvador Garcia,
is a priest who was sentenced to
two years in prison for the threats
he allegedly made with a knife
against five people.
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In its resolution of 9 June 2022, the
European Parliament:

- Condemns in the strongest possible
terms the systematic crackdown on
political opposition parties, the
suppression of civil society actors,
human rights defenders and media,
other media workers, journalists, as
well as their family members,
students and members of the
Catholic Church, among others, and
the persistent corruption of
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Rolando Alvarez

Bishop Rolando Alvarez played an
important role as a mediator in the
2018 National Dialogue and has
constantly called for peaceful and
reasoned dialogue in Nicaragua.

On 19 August 2022, he was
arrested from his residence and was
reportedly taken to Managua and
placed under house arrest in his
parents’ home.

Nicaraguan regime officials;

- Strongly condemns the death of Mr
Hugo Torres in detention;

- Condemns the arrest of Father
Manuel Salvador Garcia on 1 June
2022, who remains in pre-trial
detention, and calls for his
immediate release;

- Condemns the abusive detention,
the lack of trial guarantees and the
illegal convictions of political
prisoners that have been taking place
in Nicaragua; urges the Nicaraguan
authorities to restore guarantees for
the full exercise of the civil and
political rights of all Nicaraguans,
cease the persecution of the
democratic opposition, the press and
civil society, immediately and
unconditionally release those
detained since April 2018, annul the
legal proceedings against them and
allow the safe return of all refugees
and exiles to their homes.

In its resolution of 15 September
2022, the European Parliament:

- Condemns in the strongest possible
terms the repression and arrests of
members of the Roman Catholic
Church in Nicaragua, in particular
the arrest of Bishop Rolando
Alvarez;

- Urges the Nicaraguan regime to
immediately end the repression and
restore full respect for all human
rights, including freedom of
expression, religion and belief;

- Calls for the immediate and
unconditional release of all those
arbitrarily detained, including Bishop
Alvarez and those detained alongside
him, and for all legal proceedings
against them to be annulled,
including their sentences.

PHILIPPINES Leila De Lima is a politician, In its resolution of 17 February 2022,
lawyer and human rights defenders, | the European Parliament:
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Leila De Lima who served as senator of the
Philippines from 2016 to 2022. She | - Reiterates its call on the authorities
was arrested and detained for of the Philippines to end the political
alleged charges related to harassment of Senator Leila De
corruption and drug-trafficking. Lima, to order her immediate and
unconditional release, and to
prosecute in fair trials those found to
be responsible for her arbitrary
detention and other human rights
violations committed against her,
such as gender-based attacks and
violations of her right to due process.
RUSSIA Alexei Navalny is a leading In its resolution of 7 April 2022, the
Russian opposition politician, European Parliament:
Alexei Navalny lawyer, blogger and anti-corruption
activist. He came into international | - Strongly condemns the
prominence for organising imprisonment of the Sakharov Prize
demonstrations against Russian laureate Alexei Navalny and
President Putin and his reiterates its call for his immediate
government, running for office and | and unconditional release, as well as
advocating anti-corruption reforms. | of the hundreds of other Russian
In August 2020, he was poisoned citizens baselessly detained merely
and spent months recovering in for having the courage to
Berlin. He was arrested on his demonstrate in favour of democracy
return to Moscow in January 2021 | and peace or to improve their rights,
and since then, has been detained in | including the rights to freedom of
a high-security penal colony. He expression and peaceful assembly; -
went on a long hunger strike in late | Calls on the Russian authorities to
March 2021 to protest against his improve conditions in prisons and
lack of access to medical care. detention facilities in order to meet
international standards; considers
Alexei Navalny’s humanitarian,
health and safety situation a priority
concern for the EU; calls on the
Russian authorities to take all
necessary measures to fully secure
his rights during his unlawful
detention;
- Condemns the fact that the trial
against Alexei Navalny did not
respect his right to a fair trial and
reiterates its call for a transparent
investigation into the poisoning of
Alexei Navalny, without delay.
TAJIKISTAN Ulfatkhonim Mamadshoeva, In its resolution of 7 July 2022, the
Daleri Imomali, Abdullo European Parliament:
Ulfatkhonim Ghurbati, Manuchehr
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Mamadshoeva, Kholiknazarov, Faromuz - Calls on the Tajik authorities to
Daleri Imomali, Irgashov, Khursand immediately release those who have
Abdullo Ghurbati, Mamadshoev, Chorshanbe been arbitrarily detained and to drop
Manuchehr Chorshanbiev and Amriddin all charges against them, as well as
Kholiknazarov, Alovatshoev are lawyers, human to stop the political persecution of
Faromuz Irgashov, rights defenders and journalists human rights defenders and
Khursand who have been arrested and influential supporters of the
Mamadshoeyv, detained following the protests in protesters, including Ulfatkhonim
Chorshanbe the Gorno-Badakhshan Mamadshoeva, Daleri Imomali,
Chorshanbiev and Autonomous region in May 2022. | Abdullo Ghurbati, Manuchehr
Amriddin Kholiknazarov, Faromuz Irgashov,
Alovatshoev Khursand Mamadshoev, Chorshanbe
Chorshanbiev and Amriddin
Alovatshoev.
TURKEY Osman Kavala is a philanthropist | In its resolution of 5 May 2022, the

Osman Kavala

Miicella Yapici, Can
Atalay, Tayfun
Kahraman, Ali
Hakan Altinay, Yigit
Ali Ekmekgi, Cigdem
Mater Utku and
Mine Ozerden

and prominent human rights
defender who was sentenced in
April 2022 to life in prison without
parole, for charges of attempting to
overthrow the government.

Architect Miicella Yapicl, lawyer
Can Atalay, city planner Tayfun
Kahraman, director of Bogazici
European School of Politics Ali
Hakan Altinay, founder of
Istanbul Bilgi University Yigit Ali
Ekmekci, film producer Cigdem
Mater Utku and documentary
filmmaker Mine Ozerden were
sentenced to 18 years in prison on
the same charges.

European Parliament:

- Condemns, in the strongest possible
terms, the recent ruling by Istanbul’s
13th High Criminal Court imposing
an aggravated life sentence on
Osman Kavala after more than four
and a half years of unjust, unlawful
and illegitimate detention and less
than three months after the
Committee of Ministers of the
Council of Europe launched
infringement proceedings against
Turkey for refusing to implement the
legally binding judgment of the
ECtHR; believes that he has been
convicted on unjustified charges, for
the ulterior purpose of silencing him
as a human rights defender and
deterring critical voices in Turkey;

- Equally condemns the sentencing
of co-defendants Miicella Yapici,
Can Atalay, Tayfun Kahraman, Ali
Hakan Altinay, Yigit Ali Ekmekei,
Cigdem Mater Utku and Mine
Ozerden;

- Calls for Osman Kavala’s
immediate and unconditional release
in compliance with the 2019
judgement of the ECtHR, for all
charges against him to be dropped
immediately and for his rights and
freedoms to be guaranteed in full, as
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well as for the immediate release of
the other seven defendants in the
case; condemns the fact that Osman
Kavala has been continuously
deprived of his liberty since October
2017 and calls on Turkey to act in
conformity with its international and
domestic obligations;

- Expresses full solidarity with
Osman Kavala, the rest of the
defendants in the Gezi trial and their
families.
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ANNEX II

LIST OF SAKHAROYV PRIZE LAUREATES AND FINALISTS IMPRISONED AND

DEPRIVED OF LIBERTY
Year of Name and forename Laureate | Country | Situation Length of | Start date of
Sakharov / Finalist (Detention / house | prison detention
Prize arrest / temporarily | sentence
award released)
2021 Alexei Navalny Laureate | Russia Detention 3,5+9 January 2021
years (latest)
2020 Siarhei Tsikhanouski Laureate | Belarus Detention Unknown | 29 May 2020
Maryia Kalesnikava Laureate Detention Unknown | 7 September 2020
Mikola Statkevich Laureate Detention Unknown | 31 May 2020 (most
Ale Bialiatski Laureate Detention Unknown | recent)
15 July 2021
2020 Porfirio Sorto Cedillo, Finalists | Honduras | Detention Unknown | 1 September 2019,
José Avelino Cedillo, released on
Orbin Naun Hernandez, 24 February 2022,
Kevin Alejandro Romero, after a ruling by the
Arnold Javier Aleman, Supreme Court of
Ever Alexander Cedillo, Honduras
Daniel Marquez and
Jeremias Martinez Diaz
2019 Ilham Tohti Laureate | China Detention Unknown | 23 September 2014
2018 Nasser Zefzafi Finalist Morocco | Detention 20 years 5 April 2019
2017 Dawit Isaak Finalist Eritrea Incommunicado Unknown | 23 September 2001
detention
2015 Raif Badawi Laureate | Saudi Detention 10 years Released on
Arabia 11 March 2022, still
under a 10-year travel
ban
2012 Nasrin Sotoudeh Laureate | Iran Detention, on 38 years 6 March 2019
temporary medical (most recent)
furlough since July
2021
Jafar Panahi Laureate | Iran Detention 6 years compelled on 11
July 2022 to serve
a 10-years old
prison sentence
2011 Razan Zaitouneh Laureate | Syria Kidnapped in 2013. 9 December 2013
Presumptions of
detention and death.
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ANNEX III

LIST OF RESOLUTIONS

List of resolutions adopted by the European Parliament during the year 2022 and related
directly or indirectly to human rights violations in the world

Country/Region Dat.e of adoption Title
in plenary
Africa
Burkina Faso+ 17.02.2022 Political crisis in Burkina Faso
Burkina Faso 20.10.2022 g’héi astltuatlon in Burkina Faso following the coup
Chad+ 15.12.2022 Military Jupta qackdown on peaceful
demonstrations in Chad
Forced displacement of people as a result of
Democratic Republic of the Congo 24.11.2022 escalating conflict in Eastern Democratic Republic
of Congo (DRC)
.. The recent humanitarian and human rights situation
Ethiopia+ 6.10.2022 in Tigray, Ethiopia, notably that of children
Sudan+ 20.01.2022 Political crisis in Sudan
. Violations of human rights in Uganda and Tanzania
Uganda/Tanzania+ 15.09.2022 linked to the investments in fossil fuels projects
. Threats to stability, security and democracy in
Western Africa and Sahel 5.05.2022 Western and Sahelian Africa
Americas
The situation of indigenous and environmental
Brazil+ 7.07.2022 defenders in Brazil, including the killing of Dom
Philips and Bruno Pereira
The situation of the rule of law and human rights in
Guatemala+ 7.04.2022 the Republic of Guatemala
Haiti+ 6.10.2022 The situation of human rights in Haiti in particular
related to gang violence
Mexicot 10.03.2022 The 51tuat19n of lgumallsts and human rights
defenders in Mexico
Nicaragua+ 9.06.2022 The }nstrumentallsatlon of justice as a repressive tool
in Nicaragua
Nicaragua+ 15.09.2022 Nlcaraguq. in particular the arrest of the bishop
Rolando Alvarez
Asia
Afghanistan 7.04.2022 Sltuatlo’n in Afghanistan, in particular the situation of
women’s rights
The Human rights situation in Afghanistan especially
Afghanistan+ 24.11.2022 the deterioration of women's rights and attacks
against educational institutions
Cambodiat 5052022 The cont'lnuous crackdown of political opposition in
Cambodia
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0051_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0375_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0375_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0419_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0419_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0419_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0351_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0351_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0013_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0321_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0321_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0203_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0203_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0292_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0292_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0292_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0124_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0124_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0349_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0349_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0078_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0078_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0238_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0238_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0322_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0322_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0128_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0128_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0417_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0417_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0417_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0201_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0201_EN.html

China+ 5.05.2022 Reports of continued organ harvesting in China
Chinat 9.06.2022 Tl'le.human r}ghts situation in Xinjiang, including the
Xinjiang police files
. Chinese government crackdown on the peaceful
China+ 15.12.2022 protests across the People’s Republic of China
China, Hong Kong+ 20.01.2002 Violations of fundamental freedoms in Hong Kong
. The arrest of Cardinal Zen and the trustees of the 612
China, Hong Kong+ 7.07.2022 relief fund in Hong Kong
Kazakhstan+ 20.01.2022 Situation in Kazakhstan
Myanmar+ 10.03.2022 Myanmar, one year after the coup
The Media freedom crackdown in Myanmar, notably
Myanmar+ 6.10.2022 the cases of Htet Htet Khine, Sithu Aung Myint and
Nyein Nyein Aye
North Korea-+ 7.04.2022 Human r.1ghts s1tu.at.10n in North Korea, including the
persecution of religious minorities
eqe . i i
Philippines+ 17.02.2022 Th.e .rec.ent human rights developments in the
Philippines
Tajikistan+ 7072022 The situation in Tg] ikistan’s Gorno-Badakhshan
Autonomous Province
Europe and Eastern Partnership countries
Armenia/Azerbaijan 10.03.2022 Destruction of cultural heritage in Nagorno-
Karabakh
Belarus 19.05.2022 Prqsecutlon of opposition and detention of trade
union leaders in Belarus
Belarus+ 24.11.2022 The cggtmumg repression of the democratic
opposition and civil society in Belarus
Georgiat 9.06.2022 Ylolatloqs of media freedom and safety of journalists
in Georgia
Turkey+ 5.05.2022 The case of Osman Kavala in Turkey
Russiat 7.04.2022 Increasing repression in Russia, including the case of
Alexey Navalny
Ukraine/Russia 1.03.2022 Russian aggression against Ukraine
Human rights violations in the context of forced
Ukraine/Russia+ 15.09.2022 deportation of Ukrainian civilians to and forced
adoption of Ukrainian children in Russia
Ukraine/Russia 7042022 Russ1'a s escalation of its war of aggression against
Ukraine
Conclusions of the European Council meeting of 24-
. . 25 March 2022: including the latest developments of
Ukraine/Russia 6.10.2022 the war against Ukraine and the EU sanctions against
Russia and their implementation
Ukraine 704.2002 EU Protectlpn of chll.dren and young people fleeing
the war against Ukraine
Ukraine 5.05.2022 The impact of the war against Ukraine on women
Ukraine 19.05.2022 The fight against impunity for war crimes in Ukraine
Cultural solidarity with Ukraine and a joint
Ukraine 20.10.2022 emergency response mechanism for cultural
recovery in Europe
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0200_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0237_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0237_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0011_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0291_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0291_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0012_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0079_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0350_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0350_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0350_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0123_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0123_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0049_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0049_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0293_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0293_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0080_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0080_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0215_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0215_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0418_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0418_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0239_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0239_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0199_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0125_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0125_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0052_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0320_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0320_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0320_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0353_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0353_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0121_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0121_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0121_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0121_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0120_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0120_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0206_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0218_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0374_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0374_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0374_EN.html
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Middle East

Bahrain+

15.12.2022

The case of human rights defender Abdulhadi Al-
Khawaja in Bahrain

Egypt

24.11.2022

Human rights situation in Egypt

Iran+

17.02.2022

The death penalty in Iran

Iran 6.10.2022

The death of Mahsa Amini and the repression of
women’s rights protesters in Iran

Israel/Palestine

14.12.2022

Prospects for the two-State solution for Israel and
Palestine

Qatar

24.11.2022

Situation of human rights in the context of the FIFA
world cup in Qatar

Cross-cutting issues

Labour rights

9.06.2022

A new trade instrument to ban products made by
forced labour

Minorities

3.05.2022

Persecution of minorities on the grounds of belief or
religion

Right of the child

3.05.2022

EU strategy to promote education for children in the
world

Right to water

5.10.2022

Access to water as a human right — the external
dimension

17.02.2022

The EU priorities for the 66th session of the UN
Commission on the Status of Women

Women’s rights and gender equality

9.06.2022

Global threats to abortion rights: the possible
overturn of abortion rights in the US by the Supreme
Court

7.07.2022

US Supreme Court decision to overturn abortion
rights in the United States and the need to safeguard
abortion rights and Women’s health in the EU
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OPINION OF THE COMMITTEE ON WOMEN’S RIGHTS AND GENDER
EQUALITYfor the Committee on Foreign Affairson human rights and
democracy in the world and the European Union’s policy on the matter —
annual report 2022

(2022/2049(INT))Robert Biedrofi
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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on Foreign
Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion
for a resolution:

— having regard to Articles 2 and 3(1) of the Treaty on European Union (TEU),

— having regard to Article 8 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union
(TFEU),

— having regard to the European Pillar of Social Rights and, in particular, its principles 2,
3,11 and 17,

— having regard to the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women (CEDAW) of 18 December 1979,

— having regard the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child of 20 November 1989,

— having regard to the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action adopted by the Fourth
World Conference on Women on 15 September 1995 and the outcomes of its review
conferences,

— having regard to the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating
violence against women and domestic violence (‘the Istanbul Convention’) of
11 May 2011,

— having regard to its resolution of 7 July 2022 on the US Supreme Court decision to
overturn abortion rights in the United States and the need to safeguard abortion rights
and women’s heath in the EU%,

— having regard to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
and the General comments of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,

— having regard to the Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development, and the outcomes of its review conferences,

— having regard to its resolution of 23 October 2020 on Gender Equality in EU’s foreign
and security policy??,

— having regard to the EU Annual Report on Human Rights and Democracy in the World
2021,

— having regard to its resolution of 7 April 2022 on the EU’s protection of children and
young people fleeing the war in Ukraine3!,

2 Texts adopted, P9_TA(2022)0302.
300J C 404, 6.10.2021, p. 202.
31 Texts adopted, P9_TA(2022)0120.
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— having regard to its resolution of 5 May 2022 on the impact of the war against Ukraine
on women32,

— having regard to the joint communication of the Commission and the High
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy of
25 November 2020 entitled ‘EU Gender Action Plan (GAP) III — An ambitious agenda
for gender equality and women’s empowerment in EU external action’
(JOIN(2020)0017),

— having regard to its resolution of 6 July 2022 on intersectional discrimination in the
European Union: the socio-economic situation of women of African, Middle-Eastern,
Latin-American and Asian descent3?,

A.  whereas gender equality is a core value of the EU; whereas the right to equal treatment
and non-discrimination is a fundamental right enshrined in the Treaties and in the
Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union (‘the Charter’) and should be
fully respected; whereas the right to the integrity of the person is paramount under
Article 3 of the Charter; whereas gender mainstreaming and an intersectional approach
should therefore be implemented and integrated as a horizontal principle in all EU
activities and policies;

B.  whereas gender equality is paramount to the development of free and equal societies;
whereas the human rights of women, girls and non-binary people are still not guaranteed
throughout the world and the space for civil society organisations, especially women’s
rights, feminist and grass roots organisations, is shrinking in many countries;

C.  whereas the COVID-19 crisis and its consequences have a clear gender dimension, as
they affect women and men differently all over the world; whereas the pandemic has
exacerbated existing structural gender inequalities; whereas its consequences
disproportionately affect the lives of people from vulnerable groups, including women,
people of colour, LGBTIQA+ persons, persons with disabilities, older people and
others, for example preventing them from accessing essential health and care services,
including sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) services and support for
victims of gender-based violence;

D.  whereas since the pandemic, violence against women has increased; whereas more than
45 % of women have reported that they or a woman they know has experienced a form
of violence since 2019 and 65 % of women have reported experiencing it in their
lifetime; whereas globally, 245 million women and girls aged 15 years or over have
been subjected to sexual and/or physical violence perpetrated by an intimate partner in
the previous 12 months; whereas more than 4 in 10 women feel more unsafe in public
spaces than before and 1 in 2 women feel unsafe walking alone at night; whereas 6 in
10 women say they think sexual harassment in public spaces has worsened;

E.  whereas there is an ongoing oppressive backlash against women’s and LGBTIQA+
peoples’ rights throughout the world;

32 Texts adopted, P9_TA(2022)0206.
33 Texts adopted, P9_TA(2022)0289.
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whereas there has been regrettable backsliding in women’s access to safe and legal
abortion in some Member States; whereas access to SRHR, including safe and legal
abortion, is a fundamental right; whereas criminalising, delaying and denying access to
SRHR constitutes a form of gender-based violence; whereas these restrictions and bans
do not reduce the number of abortions, but only force people to travel or to resort to
unsafe abortions, also making them vulnerable to criminal investigation and
prosecution, and affect persons who lack resources and information; whereas almost all
deaths stemming from unsafe abortions occur in countries where abortion is severely
restricted; whereas the Supreme Court of the US decided on 24 June 2022 to overturn
the Roe v Wade ruling, putting an end to the federal constitutional right to abortion in
the US, allowing states to ban abortion at any point during pregnancy and opening up
the possibility of complete bans on abortion; whereas since then, a growing number of
states in the US and worldwide have decided to ban or limit the right to abortion;

whereas racialised women, women from disadvantaged socio-economic backgrounds,
women from minorities, women with disabilities, migrant women and LGBTIQA+
people face additional and multiple violations of their human rights; whereas they are
often restricted from participating fully and effectively in economic, social and political
life; whereas women subjected to intersecting types of discrimination all around the
world face multiple obstacles in accessing the formal labour market, leaving them
vulnerable to discrimination, poverty, economic exploitation, social exclusion and
gender-based violence, including sexual harassment and mistreatment; whereas they
face racism and discrimination in access to health care, support services for victims of
violence and other services, denying their human rights; whereas Afrophobia, anti-
gypsism, antisemitism and Islamophobia are widespread forms of racism all around the
world;

whereas all around the world, religion and ideology are used against women’s and girls’
rights and against gender equality in general; whereas women, girls and LGBTQIA+
persons experience gender-based violence and discrimination which impedes their
ability to fully enjoy their human rights perpetrated by state and non-state actors relying
on religious ‘justifications’ for their actions; whereas women expressing their religion
and beliefs by their clothing or physical appearance more frequently become victims of
violence and discrimination,;

whereas between 2021 and 202234, a total of 14 women journalists were killed
worldwide, marking an increase from the number given for 2020; whereas while more
male journalists are killed each year, women generally experience more online and
sexual harassment, and are targeted more frequently in this regard; whereas women are
engaging in politics in record numbers around the world, by seeking office and by
voting; whereas in many countries, this increased participation of women in politics is
accompanied by a violent backlash; whereas physical, moral and cyber violence
targeting women in politics creates dangerous obstacles to women’s participation in
political processes; whereas women activists, human rights defenders and social leaders
face worsening violence all around the world;

34 https://en.unesco.org/themes/safety-journalists/observatory.
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whereas a significant number of women serve in the Ukrainian armed forces in combat
and non-combat roles; whereas more than 22.8 % of Ukraine’s military are women;
whereas at least 12 million people have fled their homes since Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, most of them women and children; whereas wars and armed conflicts impact
women, including those facing intersectional discrimination, in specific ways and
exacerbate pre-existing inequalities; whereas women and girls are particularly at risk
during humanitarian and displacement crises, as they continue disproportionately to be
victims of discrimination based on gender norms, of gender-based violence and are
deprived of access to healthcare and other services; whereas rape and sexual violence
are used as a weapon of war; whereas massive displacements and refugee flows
resulting from wars and armed conflicts lead to a spike in human trafficking; whereas
women and unaccompanied children are the main victims of traffickers who often abuse
their vulnerable situation;

whereas climate change is undermining the enjoyment of human rights and increasing
existing gender inequalities; whereas women and girls are more affected by climate
change as a result of their unequal access to resources, education, political power, job
opportunities and land rights compared with men and as a result of the existing social
and cultural norms such as their role as primary caregivers and, often, as the providers
of water, food and fuel; whereas environmental problems — caused and exacerbated by
climate change — are currently responsible for the growth of forced migration and
subsequent erosion of human rights;

whereas protecting women and girls and other vulnerable persons from violence and
discrimination, in particular with regard to education, information and health services,
including SRHR, is especially important for ensuring the full enjoyment of their human
rights; whereas violations of SRHR, such as forced sterilisation, forced abortion, forced
pregnancy, the criminalisation of abortion, the denial or delay of safe abortion and/or
post-abortion care, the abuse and mistreatment of women and girls seeking sexual and
reproductive health information, goods and services, female genital mutilations,
gynaecological and obstetric violence are forms of gender-based violence that,
depending on the circumstances, may amount to torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment;

whereas gender-based violence constitutes a serious breach of human rights,
undermining social stability and security, public health, women’s educational and
employment opportunities, and the well-being and development prospects of children
and communities;

Stresses that gender equality is a core value of the EU and one of its common and
fundamental principles; stresses the importance of ensuring true gender equality, for all
people, throughout the world; emphasises the role of gender equality in ensuring equal
enjoyment of fundamental rights and subsequent access to services such as healthcare,
education, decent work, housing and care; welcomes the fact that efforts to advance the
rights of women and girls have gained further prominence worldwide; notes, however,
that no country in the world has achieved gender equality yet; regrets the fact that the
overall progress in women’s rights is far below the UN countries’ commitments
included in the 1995 Beijing Convention; reiterates its calls for the EU institutions and
the Member States to commit to advance towards a feminist foreign and security policy
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that entails a gender transformative vision and to ensure that all goals and commitments
of the Gender Action Plan III are fully implemented by the Member States, the EU
delegations and all EU institutions;

Highlights that LGBTIQA+ women, migrant and racialised women, women with
disabilities and older women, among others, face intersectional discrimination; calls for
EU internal and external action to take into account intersecting identities and
discrimination, and to recognise that women and girls in all their diversity, as well as
non-binary people, are affected differently by gender inequalities, as these are
compounded by other forms of oppression; calls for better protection of women from
vulnerable groups, such as LGBTIQA+ women, women with disabilities, racialised
women, older women and women from rural areas; calls for the systematic integration
of a gender mainstreaming and intersectionality perspective in the EU’s foreign and
security, migration, enlargement, trade and development policies; calls for specific
gender chapters in all future EU trade and investment agreements; deeply regrets, in this
regard, the lack of an intersectional dimension in the EU’s New Pact on Migration and
Asylum;

Is deeply concerned about the increase in gender inequalities resulting from the
successive crises all around the world; notes with concern the alarming growth in
gender-based violence worldwide during crises; underlines that the after effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic are continuing to exacerbate existing inequalities,
disproportionately affecting the lives of marginalised groups, preventing, in particular,
access to abortion and contraception, fertility treatment, testing for HIV and sexually
transmitted infections, reproductive cancer screening, sexuality and relationship
education and maternal healthcare;

Underlines that women and girls need continued access to sexual and reproductive
health services throughout conflicts and displacement, including access to safe delivery,
family planning services, legal and safe abortion or the clinical management of rape;
calls for funds to be made available for the provision of essential and life-saving sexual
and reproductive health services, in line with the UN Minimum Initial Service Package;

Highlights that any conflict, such as the war in Ukraine, creates an opportunity for
human traffickers to exploit people’s vulnerability; calls on the Member States and the
Commission to facilitate better cross-border communication and training to ensure a
more efficient targeting of human traffickers, who use borders as loopholes to further
exploit their victims, the overwhelming majority of whom are women; calls for a
proactive policy of sustainable, transparent and accessible legal migration pathways;
calls for efficient information campaigns, so that people fleeing conflict and/or distress
are not susceptible to falling into trafficking chains; strongly condemns the use of
sexual and gender-based violence as a weapon of war and stresses that this constitutes a
war crime; expresses its deep concerns about the growing number of reports of human
trafficking, sexual violence, exploitation, rape and abuse faced by women and children
fleeing Ukraine; calls for decisive action to put an end to sexual violence as a weapon of
war and end the impunity of those guilty of these actions, and to raise awareness about
the specific situation and discrimination experienced by war children;
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11.

Deplores the large increase in the number of people caught up in modern slavery; calls
for a victim-centric and human-rights-centric approach to combating this crime;
highlights the gender dimension of human trafficking, with 65 % of its victims being
women and girls, and 92 % of these being trafficked for sexual exploitation; calls for
coordinated action focusing on the recognition of victims and their effective
reintegration into society, as economic and gender inequality are one of the major
drivers of victimisation;

Highlights the use of threats and violence targeting female journalists or politicians, as
well as women engaged in the defence of human rights; recalls the state’s primary
responsibility to ensure and maintain a safe environment for these publicly exposed
women and to protect them from threats and attacks; calls for prompt investigations into
intimidation, threats, violence and other abuses against these women;

Stresses that women and girls from ethnic, religious and belief minorities are even more
vulnerable to gender-based violence and discrimination; strongly condemns the
discrimination and violence against women from minorities throughout the world, such
as Romani women; considers that the right to education, social rights and the right to
healthcare should never be diminished or taken away; is deeply concerned about the
situation of the Uyghur minority and condemns all violations of human rights such as
arbitrary detention, torture, ill treatment, including forced medical treatment, sexual and
gender-based violence, which may constitute international crimes;

Calls on all host and transit countries receiving refugees to address the specific needs of
women and girls, and to ensure that services, referral pathways and complaints
mechanisms are immediately available within communities in languages and formats
accessible to all groups; calls for sustained access to essential and life-saving health
services in Ukraine, as well as guaranteed access to SRHR services, particularly
emergency contraception or abortion care for survivors of rape; encourages the swift
integration of women and children fleeing the war in Ukraine or armed conflicts into
host countries; recalls the difficult situation of and obstacles to transgender persons
fleeing wars and armed conflicts; stresses that transgender people whose identity
documents do not correspond to their identity should be allowed to pass borders and
through internal checkpoints and may not be excluded from civil protection measures;
stresses that transgender refugees have difficulties in accessing hormonal treatments;
underlines that such treatments and other specific medicines for transgender and
intersex people are classified as essential by the World Health Organization and should
therefore be included in humanitarian aid packages;

Stresses that the presence and contribution of women is particularly important in time of
crisis; recalls the EU’s commitment to gender equality and women’s empowerment, and
the necessity of the equal representation of women and men in leadership and decision-
making;

Recognises the courage and the strength of Ukrainian female soldiers, who are
defending their country in large numbers, and all Ukrainian women who provide
support and assistance on the ground, as well as those who have decided to flee the
country to protect their families; calls for the EU to ensure the integration of a gender
perspective in its response to Russia’s unprovoked and unjustified war of aggression
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against Ukraine, increasing the role of women in humanitarian aid and post-conflict
reconstruction operations, transitional justice and the promotion of human rights; calls
for Russia to be held accountable for all breaches of human rights against women and
girls, including but not limited to, all accounts of sexual violence and rape; calls for
decisive action to put an end to sexual violence as a weapon of war, for protection and
help for victims and to increase their access to justice; reaffirms UN Security Council
Resolution 1820 (2008) stating that rape and other forms of sexual violence constitute
crimes against humanity or war crimes;

12.  Deplores the hostile regime of the Taliban in Afghanistan and the continued oppression
of women and girls throughout many countries in the world; stresses that over the past
12 months, human rights violations against women and girls have increased
disproportionately in Afghanistan, despite the initial promises to guarantee the right to
work and to education for women and girls; recalls the particular significance of girls’
education in the aftermath of the Taliban’s takeover of Afghanistan; condemns the fact
that the Taliban is systematically excluding women and girls from public life and
political participation; welcomes the fact that the EU has re-established a minimal
presence in Kabul, ensuring the delivery of assistance and prioritises direct engagement
with the Afghan people, including through the Afghan Women Leaders’ Forum, which
aims to ensure that Afghan women have a voice in international forums;

13. Is deeply concerned and saddened by the death of Mahsa Amini on 16 September 2022
after the ‘morality’ police beat her, apparently for wearing a loose hijab; calls for a
prompt, impartial and effective investigation by an independent competent authority; is
concerned by the repressive response and use of force by the Iranian Government
against the people demonstrating in favour of women’s rights and equality; deplores the
continuing attacks on women, including the case of climber Elnaz Rekabi, who went
missing after a recent competition; calls on all national authorities to stop targeting,
harassing and detaining women who do not abide by the hijab rules; stands in solidarity
with the protesters in Iran; reaffirms the right of women throughout the world to bodily
autonomy and freedom of expression, including the right to choose their dress, free
from state interference, coercion and the fear of violence;

14.  Denounces the fact that gender-based violence is one of the most widespread forms of
violence in the world; points out that gender-based violence is a form of discrimination
and a violation of fundamental rights, as well as the result of gender stereotypes and
structural and institutional inequalities; underlines the importance of applying a
gendered, intersectional and victim-centred approach to all policies and measures to
address gender-based violence; highlights the need to tackle discrimination against
women and harmful stereotypes from early childhood, as these are one of the major
driving factors of gender-based violence; strongly condemns all forms of gender-based,
physical, sexual, psychological and economic violence, including domestic violence,
sexual exploitation, sexual harassment, stalking, mobbing, human trafficking, child and
forced marriage, forced sterilisation, forced abortion, femicide, female genital
mutilation; ‘honour’ violence and ‘honour’ killings, rape as a weapon of domination and
of war, and cyber violence; underlines that all these forms of violence constitute serious
violations of human rights and dignity; is deeply concerned about the growing
phenomenon of femicide in Europe and all around the world; calls for the EU and
global actors to specifically target these issues; welcomes and encourages the EU’s
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17.

efforts and investments together with its international partners aimed at preventing and
eliminating all forms of gender-based violence;

Stresses that the harmful effects of climate change and ecosystem degradation are being
borne disproportionately by the poor, in particular women in all their diversity and
young people, as well as by indigenous peoples and other natural resource-dependent
and/or poor communities, and calls for the EU to commit to progressive gender
approaches in order to transform both internal and external action; calls for the EU and
all global actors to adopt a gender-sensitive response, including an intersectional
perspective, to crises, especially the ongoing energy and climate crises, and to ensure
that targeted funds and measures are implemented to that end, as well as to guarantee
the equal participation of women in all their diversity in decision-making bodies at
international, national and local level; highlights the devastating floods occurring across
the world, including those that have recently ravaged Pakistan, leaving nearly 8 million
people displaced and more than a thousand people dead, and stresses their increased
impact on women owing to existing gender disparities; notes with concern that women
are 14 times more likely to die when a natural disaster occurs;

Highlights that the Istanbul Convention is the most comprehensive instrument in Europe
to combat specific forms of gender-based violence; calls on all remaining Member
States to fully ratify the Istanbul Convention, which represents a key means of forging a
Europe which confronts and tackles all forms of gender-based violence and offers
prevention mechanisms to reduce the number of future victims; calls on the Council to
conclude the EU’s accession to the Istanbul Convention without delay; encourages non-
EU states to ratify the Istanbul Convention, improve women’s rights and strongly
combat all forms of gender-based violence; calls for the EU and the Council of Europe
to continue encouraging states to join the convention in order to combat and eliminate
gender-based violence altogether; condemns the attempts in some States to revoke
measures already taken in implementing the Istanbul Convention and in combating
violence against women; is concerned by Tiirkiye’s withdrawal from the convention;
calls on the Council and the Commission to ensure the full integration of the convention
into the future EU directive on combating gender-based violence; calls for the
identification of gender-based violence as a new area of crime listed in Article 83(1)
TFEU; highlights the need to provide victims with effective reparations and for
adequate legal provisions; calls for the convention’s use as a minimum standard with
regard to the eradication of gender-based violence throughout the world,

Condemns the actions of anti-gender and anti-women movements, regimes and religions
that systematically attack women’s’ and LGBTIQA+ rights; urges the EU and global
actors to reject any further attempts at rolling back the gains in women’s human rights,
equality, right to self-determination and full control over their own bodies; is concerned
that anti-gender movements in the EU are heavily financed by foreign actors; calls for a
careful analysis of this issue and to ensure that European money, as well as foreign
donations, do not finance organisations that are actively targeting equality and trying to
restrict the rights of others; regrets the backsliding in SRHR and calls on the
international community to renew its support for SRHR, including access to safe and
legal abortion, age-appropriate, evidence-based comprehensive sexuality education,
comprehensive family planning care, including contraception and unbiased information,
and antenatal, childbirth and postnatal care both within and beyond the EU; calls on the
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19.

20.

21.

Commission and the Member States to implement the gender equality strategy in a
coherent manner both within and outside the EU, and to take effective and concrete
actions to counter the backlash against women’s rights and gender equality;

Calls on global actors to take into account the increased risk and specific challenges
faced by LGBTIQA+ people, who are particularly vulnerable and often victims of
discrimination and violence, and to prevent, investigate and punish acts of violence and
hate crimes against them; appreciates the recognition of the need to protect the rights of
LGBTIQA+ people in the Gender Action Plan III; calls for the implementation of the
EU Guidelines to promote and protect the enjoyment of all human rights by lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) persons; calls for the EU and the
Member States to step up their efforts to combat violence, discrimination and
stigmatisation against LGBTIQA+ people; calls on global actors to take all necessary
steps to ensure that gender identity and sexual orientation may under no circumstances
be the basis for criminal penalties;

Condemns all forms of violence against LGBTIQA+ and gender non-conforming
people, including stigmatisation, arbitrary detention, torture — both physical and mental
— persecution and killings, and the incitement to violence against them; calls for respect
for the bodily autonomy of all people, in particular by banning intersex genital
mutilation, so-called ‘conversion therapy’ practices and the forced sterilisation of
transgender people as a precondition for being granted legal gender recognition;
reiterates that gender recognition laws should be adopted in accordance with
international human rights standards, thereby making gender recognition accessible,
affordable, administrative, quick and based on self-determination; deplores the fact that
transgender and gender-diverse persons continue to face discrimination and difficulties
with legal gender recognition; calls for the abolition of the still prevalent harmful
practice of sterilisation as a condition for legal gender recognition;

Calls for the EU and the Member States to promote gender equality and SRHR in their
external and internal actions, including in multilateral and bilateral forums; is deeply
concerned about global backsliding on gender equality and SRHR, including in the EU;
strongly condemns the decision of the US Supreme Court to reverse Roe v Wade, the
decision of October 2020 of the Polish Constitutional Tribunal and the recent draconian
decision of the Hungarian Government to force those seeking abortion to listen to a
foetal heartbeat; calls for their immediate reversal; condemns other continued attempts
to stigmatise and reduce access to sexual and reproductive healthcare; condemns all
threats, attacks and punishments of activists helping women to access contraception or
abortion; emphasises the importance of setting a leading example by enshrining SRHR
in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union and stresses the need to
support civil society organisations globally that promote gender equality and
reproductive justice;

Calls for SRHR to become an integral part of the EU’s promotion of human rights in the
world; calls for universal access to SRHR services, as well as for the affordability and
accessibility of SRHR health centres in particular, including comprehensive family
planning, contraception and unbiased information, antenatal, childbirth and postnatal
care, as well as HIV care and access to age-appropriate, evidence-based comprehensive
sexuality education, both within and beyond the EU; reaffirms that the denial of quality
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and affordable comprehensive sexual and reproductive health, rights and services is a
form of gender-based violence; highlights that women rights activists face harassment
and violent threats for their actions, especially on social media platforms; stresses the
need to support civil society organisations, in particular women’s rights organisations,
engaged in the promotion of SRHR, especially within marginalised communities, whose
work continues to be threatened by the shrinking space for civil society;

Deplores the fact that human rights defenders continue to face a scaling-up of attacks,
including judicial harassment, smear campaigns and hate crimes; calls on the EU’s
leaders to promote and ensure respect for the rights of human rights defenders,
particularly women’s and LGBTIQA+ rights defenders, and to protect them from
attacks and threats from state and non-state actors; calls for the adoption and
implementation of anti-SLAPP laws, as well as the effective prosecution of
discriminatory behaviour and zero tolerance for hate speech and hate crimes; underlines
its calls for the EU to take into account the gender-specific threats, needs and challenges
faced by women human rights defenders, and urges the EU institutions to guarantee
their access to specific protection mechanisms, as well as to provide political and
increased direct financial support; condemns all threats, attacks and punishments against
activists helping women to access to abortion or contraception; stresses the need to
support civil society organisations engaged in the promotion of gender equality and
especially in reproductive justice;

Highlights the need to tackle discrimination against women and harmful stereotypes
from early childhood through quality education; underlines that access to education is
important for obtaining skills, decent work and the jobs of the future, as well as for
breaking down gender stereotypes and biases, including in typically male-dominated
fields; recalls that equal opportunity to access the fields of science and technology is a
prerequisite to ensure that women and girls can fully enjoy their human rights; calls for
science, technology, engineering and mathematics learning to be promoted and
encouraged from an early age to ensure that girls and women are not at an unfair
disadvantage when later seeking employment in the scientific and technical sectors;
calls more globally for the EU to promote equal opportunities to access education
around the world; strongly urges the EU, including through the European External
Action Service, to counteract the appalling denial of girls’ education, which represents a
contravention of children’s human rights;

Stresses that mental health is an integral part of the right to health and well-being, and
that there are differences in the ways that mental health issues affect men and women;
highlights the significance of adopting a gender-sensitive approach to research into and
the treatment of mental illnesses, as well as of mainstreaming mental health in general,
and of effective communication strategies to target gender stereotypes regarding mental
health; calls for the collection and analysis of gender-disaggregated data in the
healthcare sector in order to bridge the disparities in the quality of the treatment offered
to men and women, while respecting the key principles of the EU data protection
legislation and fundamental rights, and respecting national legislation; recalls that later
diagnosis, inadequate treatment and the lack of women included in studies are all
prevalent issues for access to quality healthcare for women.
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